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President’s Aides Plan To Use Trade Restrictions And Economic
Measures Against China To Press Beijing To Rein In Pyongyang

Trump Weighs Sanctions Against China To

Pressure Beljing

Workers walk past a billboard picture of Kim Jun Un in Pyongyang, North Korea.

US President Donald Trump’s top advisers are
crafting a set of measures, including trade restric-
tions and economic sanctions against China, to
further press North Korea’s major ally to rein in
Pyongyang’s escalating nuclear weapons threat,
US media reported.

Trump’s aides met over the weekend and will
continue their discussions on Monday, with a fi-
nal decision expected as soon as this week, Politi-
co reported, citing two administration officials as
sources. However, the officials said it is too early
to say what the president might decide, according
to the Washington-based news website.

Trumps Tweets

Follow

Donald J. Trump
v'@realDonaldTrump

| am very disappointed in China. Our
foolish past leaders have allowed
them to make hundreds of billions of
dollars a year in trade, yet...

6:29 PM - Jul 29, 2017
23,71823,718 Replies

25,38925,389 Retweets
94,16794,167 likes

Follow

Donald J. Trump
v'@realDonaldTrump

...they do NOTHING for us with North
Korea, just talk. We will no longer al-
low this to continue. China could eas-
ily solve this problem!

6:35 PM - Jul 29, 2017
29,50429,504 Replies

23,17223,172 Retweets
92,65192,651 likes

" (i
North Kore

The move comes after North Korea successfully
test-launched on Friday a second intercontinental
ballistic missile. David Wright, an arms control
expert at the Union of Concerned Scientists, a
nonprofit US science advocacy organisation, said
in a blog that the latest rocket would be capable
of reaching the US west coast and a number of
major US cities such as Los Angeles.

Trump believes that China is not doing enough to
stop Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons programme.
In a Twitter message last Saturday, Trump ex-
pressed his frustration and linked it with the two
nations’ trade disputes.

China says it’s not to blame for cri-
sis in North Korea, as US piles on
the pressure

“I am very disappointed in China,” Trump said.
“Our foolish past leaders have allowed them to
make hundreds of billions of dollars a year in

trade, yet they do NOTHING for us with North
Korea, just talk. We will no lon-

To Halt North Korea Threat

US President Donald Trump speaks in the White House last week. (Photo/Associated
Press)

ship”.

The two sides conducted high-level security and
economic dialogues in Washington in June and
July without reaching a joint action ;
plan to freeze Pyongyang’s nuclear Jass*
threat. After these two rounds of di-
alogues, speculation has risen that the
US could impose new targeted sanc-
tions against China.

‘We can strike all of US’:
North Korea underlines
missile threat after latest
test

By late June, the US Department of
Treasury had already sanctioned one
Chinese bank, two Chinese nationals
and one shipping company over their North Korea’'s leader Kim Jong-un waves to the
alleged “illicit financing” and “con- audience in Pyongyang. (Photo/KRT via Associated
tinued support” for North Korea’s Press)

nuclear and ballistic missile programs. (Courte-
sy http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diploma-
cy-defence)

ger allow this to continue,” the
US president said. “China could
easily solve this problem!”
Asked about Trump’s tweets at
a news conference in Beijing
on Monday, Chinese Vice Com-
merce Minister Qian Keming re-
futed the idea that any link exists
between North Korea and Chi-
na-US trade.

“We think the North Korea nu-
clear issue and China-US trade
are issues that are in two com-
pletely different domains,” Qian
said. “They aren’t related. They
should not be discussed togeth-
er.”

US says ‘no point’ in UN meet-
ing on North Korea after latest
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China, he added, “will continue
to work together with the inter-
national community to promote
the denuclearisation of the Kore-
an peninsula, and China is also
willing to work with the US side
for more balanced development
of the bilateral trade relation-

being launched on Friday in this official photo. Photo: AFP
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