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“Today’s News - Tomorrow’s History”

NEWS & REVIEW

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979 | July 31, 2017 | John T. Robbins, Editor

Tunnel Required Would Be Four Times Longer Than English Channel Tunnel --

High-Speed Line Between London And Berlin Also Reportedly In The Works

Bejing To The U.S. By Train: China
Outlines Plans To Connect World
By High-Speed Rail Network

e B 17 el /5 ‘

Trains stand in Beijing railway station preparing to set off
on the world’s longest high-speed rail route which trav-
els 1,425-miles to Guangzhou in the south of the country.
(Photo / AFP/Getty Images)

China is considering plans to build a high-speed railway line to the US, the
country’s official media reported on Thursday.

The proposed line would begin in north-east China and run up through Si-
beria, pass through a tunnel underneath the Pacific Ocean then cut through
Alaska and Canada to reach the continental US, according to a report in
the state-run Beijing Times newspaper.

Crossing the Bering Strait in between Russia and Alaska would require
about 200km (125 miles) of undersea tunnel, the paper said, citing Wang
Mengshu, a railway expert at the Chinese Academy of Engineering.
“Right now we’re already in discussions. Russia has already been thinking
about this for many years,” Wang said.

The project — nicknamed the “China-Russia-Canada-America” line —
would run for 13,000km, about 3,000km further than the Trans-Siberian
Railway. The entire trip would take two days, with the train travelling at
an average of 350km/h (220mph).

The reported plans leave ample room for skepticism. No other Chinese
railway experts have come out in support of the proposed project. Whether
the government has consulted Russia, the US or Canada is also unclear.
The Bering Strait tunnel alone would require an unprecedented feat of
engineering — it would be the world’s longest undersea tunnel — four times
the length of the Channel Tunnel.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Ro

[ 7

i According to the state-run
£ China Daily, the tunnel tech-
nology is “already in place”
and will be used to build a
y high-speed railway between
the south-east province of Fu-
| jian and Taiwan. “The project
will be funded and construct-
ed by China,” it said. “The
details of this project are yet
to be finalised.”

The Beijing Times listed
the China-US line as one of
four international high-speed
rail projects currently in the
works. The first is a line that
would run from London via
Paris, Berlin, Warsaw, Kiev
and Moscow, where it would
split into two routes, one of
which would run to China
through Kazakhstan and the
other through eastern Siberia.
The second line would begin
in the far-western Chinese
city of Urumgi and then run
through Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-
stan, Turkmenistan, Iran and
Turkey to Germany. The third would begin in the south-western city of
Kunming and end in Singapore. The routes are under various stages of
planning and development, the paper said.

Wang was not immediately available for comment. A man who picked
up the phone at his office said he was traveling and would not respond to
interview requests.” (Courtesy https://www.theguardian.com)

Underwater view of high-speed train.

bbins, News&Review Editor

Related

Chinese experts ‘in discussions’ over building
high-speed Beijing-US railway

China has outlined its plan to connect the world by
high-speed rail, including an underwater link to the US
running a total 13,000km Across Siberia.

The “China to Russia plus the United States’ line proposed by the Chinese
Academy of Engineering would start in the north east of China, travel
up through Siberia, across the Bering Strait to Alaska and down through
Canada before reaching the contiguous US, The Beijing Times reports.
Other planned lines - construction of which has reportedly began in China
- are a link to London via Paris, Berlin and Moscow, along with a second
route to Europe following the silk road to reach as far as Germany via Iran
and Turkey. The international legs of the lines are currently under negoti-
ation, the state ran paper said.

A fourth Pan-Asian line, connecting China with Singapore via Vietnam,
Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia, is already under construction. Propos-
als for lines running from China to Africa are currently being drawn up,
the paper added.

b

““\\:_‘\

A magnetic-levitation train leaves Shanghai. The proposed
US rail line would take two days, with the train travelling at an
average of 350km/h. Photograph: Aly Song/Reuters

The most structurally ambitious of the proposals is the US-China link,
which would require around 200km of tunnels to cross the gap between
Russia and Alaska - four times the length of the Channel Tunnel. If com-
pleted it would become the world’s longest underwater tunnel and take an
unprecedented feat of engineering.

“Right now we’re already in discussions. Russia has already been thinking
about this for many years,” Wang Meng-shu, a railway expert from the
Chinese Academy of Engineering said. The train would travel at 220mph
with the entire trip taking two days.

Reporting on the plans, the state owned English language paper China
Daily claimed that China already has the technology in place as it will
be used to connect the country to Taiwan by underwater high-speed train
requiring a 150km long tunnel. Details of this project are also yet to be
finalised however. (Courtesy http://www.independent.co.uk)

China Reportedly Boosts Military Forces
Along North Korean Border

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Soldiers of People’s Liberation Army (PLA) stand inside tanks
at adrill during an organized media tour at a PLA engineering
academy. Photo: Reuters

China has ramped up its defenses along its border with North Korea to
ready itself for a potential crisis on the peninsula, the Wall Street Journal
reported.

The newspaper reported Beijing has increased surveillance of the border
region as well as a “combat readiness-level big data disaster recovery cen-
ter.” The military has also conducted drills and transferred units from other
regions, the Journal reported.

The Journal said that these measures parallel President Donald Trump’s
comments that he is considering military action to curb Pyongyang’s nu-
clear ambitions and that Beijing should do more to handle the matter.
Despite Trump’s self-professed admiration for Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, North Korea’s missile program has repeatedly strained the relation-
ship between the world’s two largest economies.

Last month, the Treasury Department slapped sanctions on a Chinese
company and two citizens with ties to North Korea. The move was in-
tended to push China to exert greater diplomatic responsibility over the
isolated nation.

Chinese officials on Monday downplayed any preparations they are mak-
ing along their border with North Korea.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said on Monday, “Military means
should not be an option to solve the Korean Peninsula issue.”

And a Defense Ministry official said that its forces “maintain a normal

state of combat readiness and training” right now.

Similarly, US officials have tried to smooth tensions. In June, Defense
Secretary James Mattis told Congress that the US is “exhausting all possi-
ble diplomatic efforts” to avoid what would be a “catastrophic war.”

The retired four-star general said while the US would prevail, it would be
“a war more serious in terms of human suffering than anything we have
seen since 1953.”

Many experts agree that a US strike against North Korea is highly unlikely.
But if America is eventually forced to deal with North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un, the Chinese would be incredibly upset with bombs falling near
their borders.

U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis

Beijing would also want to fortify its borders and prevent a flood of North
Korean refugees entering China, experts said.

“If you’re going to make me place bets on where I think the US and China
would first get into a conflict, it’s not Taiwan, the South China Sea or the
East China Sea: I think it’s the Korean Peninsula,” said Mark Cozad, a
former US intelligence official for East Asia, who now works at the Rand
Corp.

Signs of another missile test

A US defense official recently said that North Korea appears to be pre-
paring for another missile test after transporter vehicles carrying ballistic
missile launching equipment were seen arriving in Kusong, North Korea
on Friday, the CNN reported.

The official said that when such equipment is seen, a launch could occur
within six days, which would coincide with the upcoming July 27 North
Korean Holiday celebrating the armistice which ended the Korean War.

Taepodt?ﬁﬁ'*féﬁﬂd km
Australia

The range of North Korean missiles.

Last Wednesday, CNN reported that US intelligence indicated that North
Korea is making preparations for another intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) or intermediate range missile test. Two administration officials fa-
miliar with the latest intelligence confirmed they’d seen indicators of test
preparations. US satellites have detected new imagery and satellite-based
radar emissions indicating that North Korea may be testing components
and missile control facilities for another ICBM or intermediate launch,
officials say.

The last major North Korean missile test took place on July 4, when
Pyongyang launched what the US assessed to be an intercontinental bal-
listic missile.

The US military has grown increasingly concerned about the increased
pace of North Korean missile testing while simultaneously underscoring
that the US is capable of defending itself and its allies from North Korean
missiles. (Courtesy http://sino-us.com/)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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