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Huge Water Park And Resort Coming To Texas

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions To
Open African-Themed Park In Round Rock

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Round Rock - A huge African-themed resort and wa-
ter park is coming to Texas. The Kalahari Resorts &
Conventions has announced it’s opening a theme park
in Round Rock.

According to the company’s website, the Round Rock
resort will have an indoor and outdoor water park, a
hotel and convention center, an arcade, a salon, restau-
rants, and shopping.

The resort is slated to have about 1,000 guest rooms
and suites, and 150,000 to 200,000 square feet of
meeting space. The water park itself is about 200,000
square feet.

The Kalahari resort will be located on U.S. 79 across
from the Dell Diamond and Old Settlers Park.

The city of Round Rock’s website says the resort will
open no later than December 2021, but the Kalahari

& P“ G - ‘\%ﬂ
Kalahari Resorts offers the world’s “Coolest
Indoor Water Parks.”

%

website says they expect to
open the property in 2020.
Round Rock will be the fourth
Kalahari Resorts location. The
other three are in Wisconsin
Dells, Wisconsin; Sandusky,
Ohio; and Pocono Mountains,
Pennsylvania.

Kalahari Resorts has chosen
Round Rock as the location of
its fourth family resort and con-
vention center. The City views
this proposal as a game-chang-
er for the community. Its prox-
imity to Old Settlers Park and
Dell Diamond — two well-es-
tablished venues that together
draw more than a million visi-
tors annually — bodes well for
a successful, tourism-oriented
development. This is essential- |
ly a new industry for the City of
Round Rock that will provide
substantial property tax rev-
enues and diversify available
employment opportunities.

A family-owned  business,
Kalahari Resorts delivers a
“world-away” waterpark re-
sort and conference experi-
ence beyond expectations. The
authentically ~ African-themed
Kalahari Resorts feature well-appointed guest rooms,
full-service amenities, fully equipped fitness centers,
on-site restaurants, unique retail shops and state-of-
the-art conference centers.

Update: A pair of open house meetings were held May
9 and May 18 to gather input on the Rezoning Process
for the project. Here’s a summary of the meetings.
The City Council voted Thursday, Jan. 26,2017, on the
purchase of an additional 1.5 acres for the project. The
City will purchase the property with funds provided by
Kalahari, and the property will be added to the lease
agreement between the City and Kalahari.

Location

The development will be located on U.S. 79 across
from the Dell Diamond and Old Settlers Park. The map

r e {:‘“T';
A % o
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A

below provides a view of the project location. This map
from RoundRockTexas.gov shows just how massive a
property it will be.

Kalahari intends to open the Round Rock resort no lat-
er than December 2021. The City Council approved a
series of agreements with Kalahari at its Dec. 15,2016,
meeting. Developing the land use plan and zoning
changes is expected to begin in spring 2016.

The City Council unanimously approved a memoran-
dum of understanding with Kalahari Resorts on June
23,2016.

Information on project pages will be updated as it be-
comes available. Questions and comments about the
project can be emailed to: kalahari@roundrocktexas.
gov (Courtesy https://www.roundrocktexas.gov/ and
click2houston.com)
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Family Of Guthrie McLean Say He Came To The Aid Of His
Mother Being Assaulted By A Taxi Driver In Zhengzhou

U.S. Student Arrested In China

After Taxi Driver Dispute

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
]

American student Guthrie McLean. (Photo/Handout)

The family of an American university student detained
in China for five days without charge or contact be-
yond the police station have enlisted the help of US
politicians to try to secure his release.

Guthrie McLean, a student at the University of Mon-
tana, was detained on Sunday evening in Zhengzhou
in Henan province and formally arrested the following
day.

His detainment follows an incident on June 10 when
a taxi fare dispute between his mother and a driver
turned violent, Montana’s Missoulian newspaper re-
ported.

Tom Mitchell, a long-time family friend and the Bei-
jing bureau chief of the Financial Times, told the Mon-
tana paper that the altercation occurred when Jennifer
McLean, who is deaf and teaches in China, took a cab
to her home in Zhengzhou.

The driver “started to rough up Jennifer” after a dis-
pute over the taxi fare and her son came to pull him
off and push him to the ground, Mitchell was quoted
as saying.

About a week later the police took Guthrie Mc-
Lean to a station and requested about 100,000 yuan
(US$14,800) in compensation for the driver’s injuries.
They later lowered this to 60,000 yuan, then 50,000
yuan.

Mitchell told the South China Morning Post that the
Zhengzhou police may not have a “complete picture of
what happened” due to communication barriers with
the McLeans and not have realised that Guthrie was
trying to protect his mother. He added that it seemed
“odd” for police to take action weeks after the original
incident.

“I do hope this will be resolved quickly so that Guth-
rie and Jennifer can be reunited,” he said. “I’ve known
Guthrie for a long time and he’s a good kid.”

Two senators from Montana, Steve Daines and Jon-
athan Tester, have been involved in efforts to secure
her son’s release, along with staff at the University of
Montana, family and friends, according to his mother.

“He is not allowed any contact with anyone so we have

Two senators from Montana, Jonathan Tester (D) on left, and Steve Daines (R) on right, have
been involved in efforts to secure Guthrie McLean, a student at the University of Montana,
who was detained on Sunday evening in Zhengzhou in Henan province and formally arrested
the following day.

no idea what is going on,” McLean said in an email.
“We do not know his condition. His friends, professors
and family are extremely worried.”

Daines’ office has told McLean they were in touch
with the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and it has
communicated to local police that the case was “im-
portant to resolve”. The ministry also offered assuranc-
es that Guthrie McLean was safe.

US consulate staff were able to visit Guthrie on Thurs-
day, according to a State Department official.

“The Department of State takes seriously its obligation
to assist US citizens abroad. We are providing appro-
priate consular services and will continue to monitor
his case,” the official said.

Guthrie McLean, who has largely grown up in China
since 2001, had intended to volunteer at a panda rescue
site in Sichuan province this summer. He was due to fly
back to the United States on August 29.

His mother described him as a very sweet, caring per-
son who loves animals and wildlife.

Ms McLean previously taught in Beijing and was pro-
filed in 2006 by the state-run China Daily for founding
a deaf community development centre in the capital.
(Courtesy scmp.com)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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