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FBI Arrests 27-Year-Old Man In
Connection With Disappearance

Of Chinese Grad Student

- Man Charged With Kidnapping

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A man has been arrested in connection with the
disappearance of a visiting Chinese graduate student
last seen June 9 on the University of Illinois campus,
the US attorney’s office for Central Illinois said Friday.
Investigators with the FBI think the student, Yingying
Zhang, 26, is probably dead, a news release from the
attorney’s office said.

Brendt Christensen, 27, of Champaign, Illinois, has
been charged with kidnapping, the news release said.
Christensen was under surveillance Thursday when
agents overheard him saying he kidnapped Zhang,
a criminal complaint says. Christensen said he took
Zhang back to his apartment, the complaint adds.
“Based on this, and other facts uncovered during
the investigation of this matter, law enforcement
agents believe that Ms. Zhang is no longer alive,” the
statement from the US attorney’s office and FBI said,
without offering further details.

The court document also says a search of the suspect’s
car revealed the front passenger door, next to where
Zhang would have been sitting, was cleaned to a “more
diligent extent.”

The FBI says Christensen was driving the black Saturn
Astra that was captured on security camera video
picking up Zhang the afternoon of June 9.

She was shown entering the front passenger side of the
vehicle, which then drove away.

On June 15, Christensen admitted picking up Zhang,
the complaint says, but he told the FBI that day her let
her out just a few blocks away.

“Our thoughts are with Yingying’s family, loved ones.
Please support fellow community members tonight,”
police at the University of Illinois said.

Brendt Christensen, 27, of Champaign,
lllinois, and the black Saturn Astra that he
was driving.

Also in the criminal complaint is the allegation that
Christensen had used his phone in April to visit online
forums with titles such as “Abduction 101,” “Perfect
abduction fantasy,” and “planning a kidnapping.”
There are more than 300,000 Chinese students
and scholars attending US universities. Zhang’s
disappearance triggered widespread concern in China,
with discussion of the case dominating both social and
traditional media.

In this July 6, 2016 photo released by Zhao Kaiyun, Zhang
Yingying poses for photos during graduation at the entrance to
Beijing University in China. The father of the visiting Chinese
scholar missing from the University of Illinois made an emotional
appeal on Thursday, June 22, 2017 for his 26-year-old child's safe
return, saying in an interview: "Give my daughter back." Zhang
was last seen on a surveillance video getting into a black Saturn

Astra in Urbana on the afternoon of June 9.

Zhang had a year-long position at the university’s
department of natural resources and environmental
sciences. She graduated from Beijing’s prestigious
Peking University last year with a master’s degree in
environmental engineering, according to a department
webpage.

Christensen’s first court appearance is at 10 a.m.
Monday in federal court in Urbana. It is unclear
whether Christensen, who is still in custody, has an
attorney. (Courtesy ktla.com)

Related

Man accused of kidnapping Chinese student researched
abduction techniques, FBI says

When investigators reviewed the search history on
Brendt Christensen's phone, it showed he had visited
a website about abduction, reports CBS News' Tony
Dokoupil.

[ According to a criminal
| complaint, Zhang was on her
way to meet her new landlord
when  Christensen allegedly
approached her. Investigators
don't believe she's still alive.
Surveillance video allegedly
shows the moment Christensen
| pulls over to talk to Yingying
Zhang. A minute later, Zhang
gets into Christensen's black
Saturn and they drive away.
The 26-year-old University of
[llinois student was wearing a
gray and pink flannel shirt and
carrying a blue backpack.

At 1:35 p.m. on June 9, Zhang
boarded a bus near campus
and texted her new building
manager to say she was running
late.

At 1:52 p.m., Zhang got off
a bus and tried to flag down
another. Nine minutes later, she
encountered Christensen.

At 2:38 p.m. the building
manager texted Zhang and got
no response.

University staff reported the exchange student missing
that night.

Police determined the sunroof and cracked hubcap on
the car in the surveillance video matched Christensen's

2008 Saturn.

"I am shocked," said Lance Cooper, Christensen's
former academic adviser in the physics graduate
program at the University of [llinois.

The last known sighting of 26-year-

old graduate student Yingying

Zhang was on the afternoon of June 9, 2017.
(Credit: Univ. of lllinois Police)

"There was nothing unusual about him. He was a bit
quiet but he interacted well with the students. He was
quite a good teacher," Cooper said.

During a June 15 interview with the FBI, Christensen
admitted to giving an Asian woman a ride.

Zhang's supporters prior to the arrest of her
abductor.

According to the complaint, Christensen said, "He
believed he made a wrong turn, because the female
became panicked."

He then claimed to let her out of the car.

During a search of Christensen's phone they discovered
he had visited a forum called "Abduction 101" in April.
Investigators began monitoring Christensen's activities
one day after he was interviewed.

The day before his arrest, investigators recorded
Christensen explaining how he kidnapped Zhang, took
her back to his apartment and held her against her will.
Zhang's family flew to Illinois after she disappeared.
"They kept their hope up until the news came out that
the suspect was arrested and the FBI presumed that
Yingying probably won't be alive," according to Tina
Chu, who is acting as the family's translator.

She says they won't leave until Zhang is found.

"The whole purpose for the
trip was to bring Yingying
home. So I'm really hoping
they can find their kid,"
Chu said.

Zhang came to the University of Illinois Urbana in
April as a visiting scholar.

This fall, she planned to join the school's graduate
program and get her Phd. (Courtesy www.cbsnews.
com/news)

Beijing Unhappy With U.S. Arms Sales To Rival Taiwan

China's Xi Warns Trump Of 'Negative
Factors' Hurting U.S.-China Ties

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese President Xi Jinping warned President Donald
Trump on Monday that "some negative factors" are
hurting U.S.-China relations, as tensions flare anew
over a slew of long-standing sore points.

Xi's comments in a phone call with Trump follow
Beijing's displeasure over U.S. arms sales to rival
Taiwan, U.S. sanctions against a Chinese bank over
its dealings with North Korea and, most recently, the
sailing of a U.S. destroyer within the territorial seas
limit of a Chinese-claimed island in the South China
Sea.

Beijing was also miffed after the State Department
gave Beijing a dismal grade last week in a new human
trafficking report.

According to state media, Xi told Trump in their call
that Beijing expects Washington to continue managing
relations on the basis of the "one China" principle that
rules out formal contacts with Taiwan, which China
claims as its own territory.

"Xi Jinping emphasized that, since my meeting with

the president at Mar-a-Lago,
China-U.S.  relations  have
achieved important outcomes,"
state broadcaster China Central
Television reported, referring
to Xi's meeting with Trump in
Florida in April. "At the same
time, bilateral relations have
been affected by some negative
factors. China has expressed its
position to the U.S."

Seeking to lighten the message
slightly, Xi also said that China-
U.S. relations had achieved
"important outcomes" since the
Florida meeting.

It's unclear whether any of those
issues will come up in discussions at the G-20 summit
in Germany this week, at which Trump and Xi are
expected to hold a bilateral meeting.

G20 GERMANY 2017

HAMBURG

But it now appears that China is pushing back against
the U.S. pressure, setting the stage for a potential
confrontation.

China's foreign ministry accused the U.S. of violating

Chinese sovereignty and disrupting "peace, security
and order of the relevant waters" after the U.S. Navy
destroyer USS Stethem sailed Sunday within 12
nautical miles (22 kilometers) of tiny Triton island,
which is claimed by China, Taiwan and Vietnam.
China's defense ministry issued a similar statement
Monday, saying it would beef up patrols and take
precautions commensurate with the threat level to
safeguard "national sovereignty and security."

Trump and his top aides have done little to hide
their irritation over what they see as the reluctance
by China, North Korea's main economic partner, to
tighten the screws on Pyongyang over its nuclear and
missile programs.

Until recently, American officials had been describing
China as a partner in their strategy to prevent North
Korea from developing the ability to strike the U.S.
mainland with nuclear weapons. While China has
agreed to sanctions, it is wary of measures that could
cause the regime's collapse, leaving a united, U.S.-
backed Korea on its border.

However, Trump hinted last month at his loss of
patience, tweeting that his bid to secure a tougher
Chinese approach "has not worked out."

Asked about the state of ties, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang said Monday that it was
normal to encounter "some issues in the process of
developing the bilateral relationship."

China's President Xi has warned U.S. President
Donald Trump of 'negative factors' hurting U.S.-China
ties.

"We believe that the significance of our bilateral
relationship has already exceeded the bilateral scope
and is exerting important influence on the development
of the whole world," Geng told reporters at a regularly
scheduled press briefing.

"On our part, we are willing to develop the bilateral
relationship based on non-confrontation, mutual benefit
and mutual trust, expand cooperation and properly
manage differences between the two countries so as to
further advance the bilateral relationship."

Along with Xi, Trump also spoke with Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, with whom he reaffirmed a
shared commitment to dealing with North Korea, the
White House said. It said the president also looked
forward to meeting Abe at the upcoming G-20 summit
in Hamburg.

Abe praised Trump for the recent U.S. sanctions on the
small Bank of Dandong over its alleged support for
North Korea's nuclear program, according to Japanese
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga. That severs
the bank entirely from the U.S. financial system,
pending a 60-day review period.

Suga said that during their 35-minute phone
conversation, the two leaders reaffirmed close
coordination between their countries and South Korea
in stepping up pressure on North Korea.

The talks were meaningful for the two leaders "to
be on the same page" about their approach to North
Korea ahead of the G-20 summit, Suga said. (Courtesy
abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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