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News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979

July 4, 2017

John T. Robbins, Editor

Indepen-
dence Day,
commonly
known as the
Fourth of

July, is a

" federal

& holiday in the
United States
commemorat-
ing the
adoption of
the
Declaration of
Indepen-
dence on July
4, 1776, declaring independence from the
Kingdom of Great Britain. Independence Day is
commonly associated with fireworks, parades,
barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts,
baseball games, family reunions, political
speeches and ceremonies, and various other
public and private events celebrating the history,
government, and traditions of the United States.
Independence Day is the national day of the
United States.

Background

During the American Revolution, the legal separa-
tion of the Thirteen Colonies from Great Britain
occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second Conti-
nental Congress voted to approve a resolution of
independence that had been proposed in June
by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia. After voting for
independence, Congress turned its attention to
the Declaration of Independence, a statement ex-
plaining this decision, which had been prepared
by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson
as its principal author. Congress debated and re-

The Spirit of '76 Painting

Happy Fourth Of July

Independence Day 2017

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Rewew Editor

vised the Declaration, finally approving it on July
4. A day earlier, John Adams had written to his
wife Abigail:

“The second day of July, 1776, will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of America. | am
apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeed—
ing generations as the great anniversary festival. It
ought to be commemorated as the day of deliver-
ance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.
It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade,
with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires,
and illuminations, from one end of this continent
to the other, from this
time forward forever
more. “

Adams's prediction

was off by two days.
From the outset,
Americans celebrated
independence on July
4, the date shown on
the much-publicized
Declaration of
Independence, rather
than on July 2, the date the resolution of
independence was approved in a closed session
of Congress.

Historians have long disputed whether Congress
actually signed the Declaration of Independence
on July 4, even though Thomas Jefferson, John
Adams, and Benjamin Franklin all later wrote that
they had signed it on that day. Most historians
have concluded that the Declaration was signed
nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2,
1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed.
In a remarkable coincidence, both John Adams
and Thomas Jefferson, the only signers of the
Declaration of Independence later to serve as
Presidents of the United States, died on the

same day: July 4, 1826 WhICh was the 50th anni-
versary of the Declaration. Although not a signer
of the Declaration of Independence, James Mon-
roe, the Fifth President of the United States, died
on July 4, 1831. Calvin Coolidge, the Thirtieth
President, was born on July 4, 1872, and thus,
was the only President to be born on Indepen-
dence Day.

Fourth of July Observance Historical High-
lights

» In 1777, thirteen gunshots were fired, once at
morning and again as evening fell, on July 4 in
Bristol, Rhode Island. Philadelphia celebrated the
first anniversary in a manner a modern American
would find quite familiar: an official dinner for the
Continental Congress, toasts, 13-gun salutes,
speeches, prayers, music, parades, troop re-
views, and fireworks. Ships were decked with
red, white, and blue bunting.

* In 1778, General George Washington marked
July 4 with a double ration of rum for his soldiers
and an artillery salute. Across the Atlantic Ocean,
ambassadors John Adams and Benjamin Frank-
lin held a dinner for their fellow Americans in Par-
is, France.

e In 1779, July 4 fell on a Sunday. The holiday
was celebrated on Monday, July 5.

M .
”Ff/%@,

* In 1781, the Massachusetts General Court be-
came the first state legislature to recognize July 4
as a state celebration.

* In 1783, Moravians in Salem, North Carolina,
held a celebration of July 4 with a challenging mu-
sic program assembled by Johann Friedrich Pe-
ter. This work was titled "The Psalm of Joy".

* In 1791 the first recorded use of the name "In-
dependence Day" occurred.

* In 1820 the first Fourth of July celebration was
held in Eastport, Maine which remains the largest
in the state.

* In 1870, the U.S. Congress made Indepen-
dence Day an unpaid holiday for federal employ-
ees.

* In 1938, Congress changed Independence Day
to a paid federal holiday.

While the official observance always falls on July
4th, participation levels may vary according to
which day of the week the 4th falls on. If the holi-
day falls in the middle of the week, some fire-
works displays and celebrations may take place
during the weekend for convenience, again, vary-
ing by region.

The first week of July is typically one of the busi-
est American travel periods of the year, as many
people utilize the holiday for extended vacation
trips.

July 4th Celebrations In Greater Houston
Your Guide To Family-Friendly Activities
Independence Day 2017

» Freedom Over Texas Featuring
Hunter Hayes

Eleanor Tinsley Park

July 4. 4pm-10pm

$5 per person through May 31, $8 per person June 1 —
July 3, $10 per person day of show

Fireworks will ignite the sky, and country tunes will
set the stage for Houston’s annual patriotic celebration,
US Family Health Plan Freedom Over Texas from 4
p.m. — 10 p.m. on Monday, July 4 at Eleanor Tinsley
Park on Buffalo Bayou (along Allen Parkway).

» ExxonMobil Summer Symphony
Nights: Star-Spangled Salute

Miller Outdoor Theatre
July 4. 8:30pm
FREE

Enjoy an evening with the Houston Symphony listening
to patriotic, toe-tapping American music. Make sure to
stay until the end for the 1812 Overture-complete with
booming cannons! This celebration concludes with a
magnificent display of fireworks provided by Miller
Theatre Advisory Board.

This is a ticketed event for the covered seating area.
Free tickets are available (4 per person over age 16
while they last) at the Miller Outdoor Theatre box
office the day of the performance between the hours of
10:30am-1pm. If tickets remain at 1pm, the box office
will re-open one hour before show time to distribute
the remaining tickets. As always, open seating on the
hill.

» 4th of July Weekend at CityCentre
CityCentre

July 1-4

FREE

The July 4 weekend welcomes four nights of concerts
to CITYCENTRE, and a 15 minute Independence Day
fireworks spectacular you don’t want to miss*!
Saturday, July 1 from 7 - 10 PM: Pete Simple Band
(Pop & Rock)

Sunday, July 2 from 7 - 10 PM: Janell McDonald &
Grace Point (Inspirational)

Monday, July 3 from 7 - 10 PM: Max Flinn Band
(Country)

Tuesday, July 4 from 7 - 11 PM: People’s Choice Band
(Country & Rock) & 15 minute fireworks spectacular
at 9:30 PM

» Houston Symphony's Star
Spangled Salute

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
July 3 - 8pm

FREE

Kick off America’s birthday celebration at Star-
Spangled Salute as the Houston Symphony takes
the Main Stage, Monday, July 3 at 8 p.m. This free
Independence Eve spectacular, which has been a
tradition at The Pavilion for 27 years, features the
Houston Symphony in a selection of patriotic favorites,
presented by The Woodlands Development Company.
Tickets are not required. Gates open at 6:30 p.m.

» Red, Hot & Blue Festival &
Fireworks Extravaganza

Town Green Park and Waterway

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Square, Woodlands, TX
July 4. 6pm - 10pm

FREE

Celebrate freedom in The Woodlands with great food,
live entertainment, children's activities and family fun
at multiple parks around The Woodlands from 6 to
10 p.m.! The event culminates with one of the largest
fireworks displays in the Greater Houston area with
the 18+ minute Fireworks Extravaganza beginning
at approximately 9:30 p.m. (Please Note: To ensure
spectators have best fireworks visibility possible,
fireworks teaser shots will be fired every ten minutes
beginning at 9 p.m.)

» 4th Fest in Pasadena
Pasadena Convention Center
July 4 4pm - 10pm

FREE

4th Fest is Pasadena’s largest city-sponsored event!
Celebrate the 4th of July with us at the Pasadena
Convention Center (7902 Fairmont Parkway) from 4
p-m.— 10 p.m. There will be a 20 minute long fireworks
show, live music, a car show, Kidzone, new attractions,
USMC Toys for Tots BBQ Cook-off, games, prizes,
vendors, sports and other entertainment.

» July 4th 'Paréde and Festival
Bellaire, TX

July 4.9:30am - Parade; 10am-1pm -
Festival

FREE

The annual 4th of July Parade and Festival will take
place on Tuesday, July 4, 2017. The parade begins at
9:30 am and is followed by the community festival
from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm. Bring the entire family
and enjoy the parades, carnival games and rides,
petting zoo and much more! Festival held at Bellaire
Town Square and Loftin Park. This year's theme is
America's Superheroes!

» Snow & Ice Celebration at
Memorial City

The Square at Memorial City (303
Memorial City, Houston, TX)

July 4. 5:00 - 8:00 pm
FREE

Houstonians can stay cool this Fourth of July with
20,000 pounds of snow, ice sculpture demonstrations
and frozen treats. Trade your sandcastles for snowmen,
while playing in summer snow flurries on The Square!
Families can enjoy this afternoon of free, family-
friendly outdoor entertainment including live music,
face painting, balloon art and patriotic eats before
watching an amazing fireworks display.

» Fourth of July Celebration at
Kemah Boardwalk

July 4. All day with fireworks at 9:30
pm.

FREE

Bring your friends and family to enjoy the rides,
restaurants, and games at the Kemah Boardwalk along
with live music and patriotic fireworks along the
Galveston Bay at 9:30pm.

For Additional Events, Go To: https://www.
visithoustontexas.com/events/july-fourth/

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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