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Joyce Holz, M.D. Fort Bend Medical & Cantonese
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16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic

Your Doctors for Life

Kelsey-Seybold accepts more than 50 health insurance plans including
Cigna, KelseyCare, UnitedHealthcare, Humana and
Community Health Choice CHIP and Marketplace plans.

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com
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North Korean And US Delegations

John T. Robbins, Editor

Meet Quietly In Norway This Week

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Norway'’s foreign ministry won’t comment on
any talks that may be going on between North
Korea and the US in Oslo. Foreign Minister
Bgrge Brende is out traveling and ministry
staff otherwise is busy overseeing the arrival
of nearly 40 royal guests and head of state
who were in Oslo Tuesday and Wednesday to
celebrate the Norwegian royal couple’s 80th
birthdays. (PHOTO/Utenriksdepartementet)

A meeting between a North Korean government
delegation and US political experts reportedly took
place in Norway on Monday (8 May) with another
round of talks being scheduled for Tuesday.

The meeting comes days after US President Donald
Trump announced his willingness to meet North
Korean dictator Kim Jong-un to put an end to the rising
tensions in the Korean peninsula.

South Korea's Yonhap news agency quoted sources as
saying that Choe Son-hui, director-general of the North
America bureau chief of the North Korean foreign
ministry, was leading the delegation from Pyongyang,
while Suzanne DiMaggio, director and senior fellow at
Washington DC-based think tank New America, was
heading the American delegation.

"It's my understanding that dialogue between North
Korean government officials and US civilian experts

opened today [Monday]
in a suburb of Oslo and
will  continue through
tomorrow," a source told
the news agency.

The meeting is the second
Track 1l meeting between
the two parties in a year,
after the first session
took place in Geneva,
Switzerland, about six
months ago.

Political observers
believe that the timing of
the meeting is vital, given
the war-like situation
forming in the peninsula.
They are hopeful that
the meeting could pave
the way for more formal
dialogues between the
two adversaries.
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Meanwhile, North Korea continued its tirade over
alleged US provocations even as the meeting was
underway in Oslo on Monday. It yet again accused the
US of "igniting" a war against North Korea.

"Recently the USS Michigan, a nuclear-powered
submarine, arrived at waters off South Korea under the
pretext of annual visit where a nuclear-powered carrier
strike group has been deployed.
This is the intent to openly threaten
the DPRK [Democratic People's
Republic  of Korea]," state-
run Rodong Sinmun stated in a
commentary, carried by Korean
Central News Agency.

The commentary claimed that the
North was compelled to build and
bolster its nuclear attack capability
for self-defence.

"The only way of protecting peace
and stability on the Korean peninsula
and in the region to cope with the
US nuclear threat and blackmail is
to increase the nuclear force, both in
quality and quantity, in order to mercilessly wipe out
the aggressors and provokers.

"The DPRK will never remain a passive onlooker to
the fact that the new US administration openly reveals
its intent to militarily pressure and invade the DPRK,
vociferating about 'peace by force of arms'." (Courtesy
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/)

Related

Former US Secretary Of State
Condoleezza Rice: Trump 'Can't Meet
With Kim Jong Un'

Former Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice shared her thoughts on the latest North
Korean provocations and President Donald
Trump's controversial remarks toward the
regime's leader, Kim Jong Un.

"I think he is reckless and maybe even a little

unhinged,” said Rice, referring to Kim Jong Un. "But
clearly they are, | think, trying to send a message that

they are powerful, they're strong, they can make the
United States suffer, and this is not a situation any
American president can ultimately tolerate."

Asked for her thoughts on Trump's remark that Kim
Jong Un was a "a pretty smart cookie,"Rice replied:
"Well, he is a smart cookie ...
he's doing."

he obviously knows what

In addition to touching on the comments that were
viewed as "very disturbing” by US lawmakers, Rice
also discussed Trump's openness to hold talks with the
North Korean leader. To date, no sitting US president
has ever held a meeting with a current leader of the
Hermit Kingdom.

"Look, the president of the United States can't meet
with Kim Jong Un,"Rice said."And certainly not under
these circumstances.”

"There may come a day if North Korea gives up its
nuclear weapons program ... that having North Korea
back into the community of states or in the community
of states would be worthwhile — [we're] clearly not
there."

Rice's remarks come after North Korea announced
that it had detained another US citizen on Sunday, a
professor who worked at Pyongyang University of
Science and Technology — this time on suspicion
of "hostile acts" against the state, according to North
Korea's propaganda news outlet. The professor marks
the fourth US citizen to be imprisoned by the regime.
(Courtesy http://www.businessinsider.com/)

Norway’s ‘Success’ Attracts North Korea

Do Meetings In Norway Hold The Key
For Solving Korean Peninsula “Standoff?”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

North Korea views Norway’s social welfare state as
a “success,” according to an expert on the isolated
country. That may be why talks are reportedly going on
in Oslo this week between representatives from North
Korea and the US.

Norway’s foreign ministry won’t comment on any
talks that may be going on between North Korea and
the US in Oslo. Foreign Minister Barge Brende is out
traveling, as usual, and ministry staff otherwise is busy
overseeing the arrival of nearly 40 royal guests and
head of state who are in Oslo Tuesday and Wednesday
to celebrate the Norwegian royal couple’s 80th
birthdays. PHOTO: Utenriksdepartementet

Both Chinese and South Korean diplomats have
referred to the otherwise secret, “informal” talks,
which have been reported by South Korean news
bureau Yonhap, US-based UPI and TV Asahi in
Japan, among other international media. Norwegian
Broadcasting (NRK) picked up the reports on Tuesday
and was leading morning newscasts by announcing
that representatives for North Korea and the US
were holding “conversations” in Oslo. Sweden’s
ambassador to the UN later confirmed to Japanese TV
that talks were going on and that Swedish authorities
were also involved.

Newspaper Aftenposten reported Tuesday that similar
talks, involving North Korean representatives and
former US diplomats, took place in Switzerland and
Malaysia last year. They were described as “half-
official, half-civilian.”

A spokesman for China’s foreign ministry said he
hoped the talks would “contribute positively” to
relations between the US and North Korea, which have
been severely strained for years and especially during
the past few months.

Norway has hosted
such talks before

NRK  reported that the
Norwegian government had not
arranged the meeting but may
nonetheless be hosting it and
picking up the costs. Norway
has a long track record of peace
broking, and hosting talks in
or around Oslo between, for
example, the governments of
the Philippines and Colombia
and insurgents. It  most
famously hosted secret talks
in Norway between the Israelis
and Palestinians in the early
1990s.

Norway’s  foreign — ministry
was staying quiet on Tuesday,
declining to comment on any
questions regarding Norway’s
early engagement in peace and reconciliation efforts.
That’s standard procedure, according to the ministry.
Geir Helgesen, an expert on North Korea at the
Nordic Institute for Asian Studies in Copenhagen, said
he hoped reports of the talks were true. He claimed
Norway is well-regarded in North Korea, and that can
be an advantage for all involved.

China's foreign ministry stated that hopes are
high for the “Peace Talks” process being held
in Norway.

“Norway has high status in North Korea along with
the other Nordic countries,” Helgesen told NRK,
“because we had and have diplomatic relations with
North Korea. We were some of the first countries in the
world that in fact established diplomatic relations with
the country, even though we don’t have an embassy
there, so we have been regarded as relatively neutral.”
Norway and North Korea have also had a series of
cultural and sports exchanges over the years.
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Nordic Institute of Asian Studies

taken against North Korea by the
new, unpredictable US president,
Donald Trump. At the same time,
Trump hasn’t ruled out having a
meeting with North Korea’s own
unpredictable leader, Kim Jong-
un.

The talks are reportedly low-
level, between civil servants from

Nordic Institute for Asian Studies in
Copenhagen logo.

‘Very Positive’

Helgesen said the North Koreans are well aware of
Norway’s strong alliance with the US, but “aren’t
so unrealistic that they think Norway is 100 percent
beholden to the US’ foreign policy. They also look at
the Nordic countries with great sympathy, becuse they
view our models for society as a success, as opposed
to, for example, the US and others with hard-core
liberalistic models.”

He called it “very positive” that talks may be going on

in Norway, if somewhat surprising given the hard line

both the US and North Korea. As
tensions between the two countries escalated in April,
Pope Francis called for a third party to broker between
the US and North Korea and mentioned Norway as a
candidate.

Kjell Magne Bondevik, the former Norwegian prime
minister who now leads an Oslo-based peace center,
told NRK that he hadn’t been involved in any talks
and wasn’t privvy to them. “But I sincerely hope there
can be talks between North Korean and American
representatives,” Bondevik said. “I believe that the
confrontational policies we’ve seen from both sides
lately are literally dangerous for human life.” (Courtesy
www.newsinenglish.no/)
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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