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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /&

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979

Boxing Day is a holiday celebrated on the day
following Christmas Day in the United Kingdom
and Commonwealth nations. Boxing Day occurs on
26 December, although the attached bank holiday or
public holiday may take place either on that day or a
day later.

In the UK, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand,
Boxing Day is primarily known as a shopping holiday,
much like Black Friday (the day after Thanksgiving)
in the United States. Boxing Day sales are common
in Canada. It is a time when shops hold sales often
with dramatic price reductions. For many merchants,
Boxing Day has become the day of the year with the
greatest revenue. In the UK in 2009 it was estimated
that up to 12 million shoppers appeared at the sales
(a rise of almost 20% compared to 2008, although
this was also affected by the fact that the VAT was
about to revert to 17.5% from 1 January, following the
temporary reduction to 15%).

Many retailers
open very early
(typically 5 am or
even earlier) and
offer  doorbuster
deals and loss
leaders to draw
people to their
stores. It is not uncommon for long queues to form
early in the morning of 26 December, hours before
the opening of shops holding the big sales,especially
at big-box consumer electronics retailers. Many
stores have a limited quantity of big draw or deeply
discounted items. Because of the shoulder-to-shoulder
crowds, many choose to stay at home and avoid the
hectic shopping experience. The local media often
cover the event, mentioning how early the shoppers
began lining up, and showing video of shoppers
queuing and later leaving with their purchased items.
Many retailers have implemented practices aimed at
managing large numbers of shoppers. They may limit
entrances, restrict the number of patrons in a store at a
time, provide tickets to people at the head of the queue
to guarantee them a hot ticket item or canvass queued-
up shoppers to inform them of inventory limitations.
Origins Of Boxing Day

In the liturgical calendar of Western Christianity,
Boxing Day is the second day of Christmastide, and
also St. Stephen's Day. In some European countries,
notably Germany, Poland, the Netherlands and the

A Boxing Day Family Feast

It's Boxing Day 2016

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Nordic  countries, 26
December is celebrated as
a Second Christmas Day.
There are  competing
theories for the origins of
the term, none of which
are certain. The Oxford
English Dictionary gives
the earliest attestations
from England in the 1830s,
defining it as "the first
week-day after Christmas-
day, observed as a holiday
on  which  post-men,
errand-boys, and servants
of various kinds expect to
receive a Christmas-box".
The term "Christmas-box"
dates back to the 17th
century, and among other things meant:

A present or gratuity given at Christmas: in Great
Britain, usually confined to gratuities given to those
who are supposed to have a vague claim upon the
donor for services rendered to him as one of the general
public by whom they are employed and paid, or as a
customer of their legal employer; the undefined theory
being that as they have done offices for this person,
for which he has not directly paid them, some direct
acknowledgment is becoming at Christmas.

In Britain, it was a custom for tradespeople to collect
"Christmas boxes" of money or presents on the first
weekday after Christmas as thanks for good service
throughout the year. This is mentioned in Samuel
Pepys' diary entry for 19 December 1663. This custom
is linked to an older English tradition: since they would
have to wait on their masters on Christmas Day, the
servants of the wealthy were allowed the next day to
visit their families. The employers would give each
servant a box to take home containing gifts, bonuses
and sometimes leftover food

Boxing Day crowds shopping at the Toronto Eaton Centre
in Canada, 2007

Boxing Day is a secular holiday that is traditionally
celebrated on 26 December, the day after Christmas,
or the following day should the 26th be a Sunday.
26 December is also St. Stephen's Day, a religious
holiday. When 26 December falls on the weekend
(Saturday or Sunday), the Boxing Day public holiday

is moved to the following
day (27 December). In the
UK, Boxing Day is a bank
holiday. On the occasion
when Christmas Day is on
a Saturday, the following
Monday is Boxing Day
and Tuesday the substitute
bank holiday for Christmas
Day.

In Scotland, Boxing Day
has been specified as an
additional bank holiday
since 1974, by Royal
Proclamation under the
Banking and Financial
Dealings Act 1971.

In Ireland - when the
island as a whole was
part of the United Kingdom — the Bank Holidays Act
1871 established the feast day of St. Stephen as a non-
movable public holiday on 26 December. Following
partition in 1920, Northern Ireland reverted to the
British name, Boxing Day.

In Australia, Boxing Day is a federal public holiday.
The Australian state of South Australia instead
observes a public holiday known as Proclamation
Day on the first weekday after Christmas Day or the
Christmas Day holiday.

In New Zealand, Boxing Day is a statutory holiday;
penalty rates and lieu time are provided to employees
who work on Boxing Day.

In Canada, Boxing Day is a federal statutory holiday.
Government offices, banks and post offices/delivery
are closed. In some Canadian provinces, Boxing Day
is a statutory holiday that is always celebrated on 26
December. In Canadian provinces where Boxing Day
was a statutory holiday, and it falls on a Saturday or
Sunday, compensation days are given in the following
week.

ay Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, 2006

In the United States, 26 December is given as a holiday
to state employees in some, mainly southern, states:
Kansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Texas but it is not known as Boxing Day. On
December 5, 1996, Massachusetts Gov. William

December 26, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

F. Weld declared 26 December as Boxing Day in
Massachusetts, in response to the efforts of a local
coalition of British citizens to "transport the English
tradition to the United States”, but not as an employee
holiday.

In the United Kingdom, it is traditional for both top-
tier football leagues in England, Scotland and Northern
Ireland, and the lower ones, as well as the rugby
leagues, to hold a full program of football and rugby
union matches on Boxing Day. Originally, matches on
Boxing Day were played against local rivals to avoid
teams and their fans having to travel a long distance to
an away game on the day after Christmas Day. Prior to
the formation of leagues, a number of rugby fixtures
took place on Boxing Day each year, notably Llanelli v
London Welsh and Leicester v The Barbarians.

In Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, Test
cricket matches are played on Boxing Day.

In Australia, the first day of the Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne and the start of the Sydney to Hobart Yacht
Race are on Boxing Day.

In horse racing, there is the King George VI Chase at
Kempton Park Racecourse in Surrey, England. It is
the second most prestigious chase in Britain, after the
Cheltenham Gold Cup. In addition to the prestigious
race at Kempton, in Britain it is usually the day with
the highest number of racing meetings of the year, with
eight in 2016, in addition to three more in Ireland.
Boxing Day is one of the main days in the hunting

Boxing Day Festivities At The Harrod's Store In London,
England

calendar for hunts in the UK and US, with most hunts
(both mounted foxhound or harrier packs and foot
packs of beagles or bassets) holding meets, often in
town or village centers.

Several ice hockey contests are associated with the day.
The IIHF World U20 Championship typically begins
on 26 December, while the Spengler Cup also begins
on 26 December in Davos, Switzerland; the Spengler
Cup competition includes HC Davos, Team Canada,
and other top European Hockey teams. (Courtesy
Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia)

ITC Holiday Party Honors Veterans' Service
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016

By Huang Xiangci, News&Review Reporter
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chairman WeaH. Lee, ITC Chairman ITC (c) Honored Veterans At ITC Christmas Luncheon
On Dec. 15th. (Photo/News&Review)

Southern News Group Chairman Wea H. Lee and staff
held a *2016 Holiday Party and Veterans' Appreciation”
Luncheon at the International Trade Center (ITC)
on December 15, 2016. At the same time, Chairman
Lee, representing the Chennault Foundation Houston
Branch at ITC praised the participation of the anti-
war Flying Tigers Chinese veteran Yu Houyi (Lewis
W. Yee) and more than 20 veterans in attendance with
deepest gratitude for their great contribution to the
country during World War 11,

Tribute was paid to the Chinese veterans by expressing
express gratitude for the World War Il heroes'
sacrifice for their country the great spirit by inviting
former U.S. Congressional representative Steve
Stockman and Sylvia Shirley Malinton, Consul of the
Indonesian Economic Group in Houston who is also
enthusiastically involved with many former veterans,
dependents and multi-ethnic community leaders.
Activities were started by Master of Ceremonies Jan
Taylor, co-founder of the revitalization of community
organization and began with the singing of the U.S.
national anthem. Southern News Group Chairman
Wea H. Lee spoke about being an immigrant himself
40 years ago and how the United States gave him

the opportunity to achieve
the success he enjoys today
through hard work.

Lee also referred to the two
aims of the International
Trade Center, which include
"Cultural  Promotion and
Commercial Trade". Lee
said that the International
Trade Center has supported
il financial services to over
7,000 small and medium-
"4 sized enterprises operating
M in the region. The economic
development is part of the
company’s community
service; also with the
International Trade Center,
there are six chambers of
commerce organizations
working together to promote
business exchanges as well as community service
while all together recognizing the sacrifice of all
veterans. Wea H. Lee then wished everyone in
attendance, “Happy Holidays.”

Former Congressional representative Steve Stockman
speech also mentioned with respect the contributions
of the World War Il Flying Tigers and for the

Southern News Group Chairman, Wea H. Lee (I), Yu Houyi
Yee, Flying Tigers Member and Former Congressman Steve
Stockman

predecessors of the accomplishments during the war
which he said he considers an historical memory.
Stockman mentioned Chinese veteran of World War
11, Yuhouyi, a 94-year-old, and asked him what is his
recipe for growing old, to which the veteran replied,
"ensure to keep the correct attitude."

Stockman said that the occasion was a celebration and
amemorable day, and that as immigrant descendants,
he hoped that we can continue to struggle for all their
own rights, so that their lives in the United States can
be improved.

In a special ceremony of gratitude, Chairman
Lee recognized the veterans one by one for their
meritorious service, with special plaques and gifts.

In his speech, Mr. Yu Houyi thanked everyone for
the recognition and awards, and especially Chairman
Lee’s contribution to the Chinese community over the
years. Mr. Yu Houyi’s speech was sincere and forceful
and full of energy. It was difficult to believe that he was
94 years old, along with many veterans in attendance
who were senior Chinese over 90 years old veterans —
people who deserve so much admiration.

Following the presentation, all in attendance enjoyed
the Christmas dinner with the exchange of friendly
discussions, live music and dance performances from
the Philippines. Chairman Lee promised to organize
and hold such community gatherings to promote multi-
ethnic and cultural exchanges.

Photos From The ITC Holiday Party Honoring Veterans

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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