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| John T. Robbins, Editor

Beijing Issues Red Alert As Air Quallty Reading Hits 120 -
Orders Factories Cut Output Or Face Immediate Closure

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

China Pollution Worsens. (Photo/Getty Images)

To reduce Beijing’s smog, the city has tried several
measures such as hosing the city with water cannons
and declaring a one-week work holiday when
international VIPs are in the capital city for a political
or sports event.

Last Friday, environmental authorities issued a red
alert because of a smog build-up. If air quality index
(AQI) is forecast to exceed 200 for more than four
successive days, or go beyond 300 for more than two
days, or breach 500 for at least 24 hours, a red alert
is issued. On Saturday, the AQI
reading in Beijing was 120, The

Telegraph reported.

The red alert will be until
Wednesday. It would require
reduction in vehicles, construction
activities and the issuance
of advisories for companies,
educational and medical

institutions. Transport authorities
in Beijing will restrict vehicle use
based on the last number on the
vehicle plate, while high-polluting
vehicles are banned from the city roads. State-owned

7| and government agencies must cut the number
of cars by 30 percent, CCTV reported.
Beijing’s city government ordered 1,200
factories near the city to close or reduce
production because of the red alert. Among
the top polluters are the Yanshan refinery of
Sinopec which produces 10 million tons of
carbon dioxide a year, a steel product plant of
the Shougang Group and the Cofco factory
that manufactures crackers and instant noodles.
These are among the 500 companies in Beijing
required to cut their output. Another 700
companies were ordered to suspend 100 percent
of its operations.

Besides Beijing, 10 other cities in Hebei
Province that surround the capital city of China
had also issued red alerts and forced steel
mills to reduce production. Also expected to issue
red alerts are 21 other cities, including Zhengzhou,
Taiyuan and Shijiazhuang, while another nine cities
would issue orange alerts, according to the Ministry of
Environmental Protection.

1.6 Million Chinese Die Yearly from Toxic Air,
While Government System Drags Providing
Incentives to Workers Exposed to Smog
Chinese have named the chronic lung disease they get
from constant exposure to smog the “Beijing cough”
which air purifiers in homes could
not avert because of the unhealthy
level of air pollution enveloping
urban areas.

Because almost 300 cities in
China failed badly in meeting air-
quality benchmarks in 2015, 1.6
million Chinese die yearly from
breathing toxic air, according to
Greenpeace. RAND estimated the
cost of pollution to the Chinese
economy is about $11 trillion or
6.5 percent of its annual GDP, reported CNBC.
Statements from outdoor workers, such as traffic

police, about the ill effect of constant pollution to
Henan’s pollution and survey results both point to the
urgent need for the Chinese government to provide
smog incentives to these people at high risk.
However, while there is consensus that the smog
incentives, likely in the form of protective gear and
cash are definitely needed, Zhengzhou city officials
admit the process takes a long time. They cite the need
to draft a proposal and present it to the government as
the initial step.
The next move is for departments to conduct the
necessary research on the planned incentives. A draft
policy would be sent to the city lawmaking body to
review and decide if a law should be passed. (http://
en.yibada.com/articles)
Related

Beijing Uses Water Canon

To Fight City’s Smog

Beijing has tried different ways to address the air
pollution in the capital city, including a ban on vehicles,
industrial production, construction and work in the city
when the smog level exceeds health benchmarks.
Air pollution is also experienced in other Chinese
cities that daily, the dirty atmosphere claims the
lives of 4,000 people in China. One unique way that
the Asian giant is fighting pollution is the use of a
monstrous machine that floods the air with water to rid
urban centers of smog.

Anti-fog Truck With Giant Water Cannon In Handan (Photo/
Getty Images) (For video, go here: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=cIMXccsrT5E)

Techinsider reports that the water cannon, which
reportedly costs more than $106,000, has been spotted
being used in Jiangmen and cities near Beijing.
According to Changsa Evening New, on the second
week of December, giant cannons were also used in
Changsa, the capital of Hunan Province which was
utilized for 90 minutes to blast nine tons of water in
the capital city. Jinan, the capital city of Shandong
Province, used the cannon a week earlier than Changsa
to help bring down dust and improve air quality.

In 2014, two gigantic sprayers were also seen
attempting to clean the air in Lanzhou, capital city of
Gansu Province which squirted water 2,000 feet into
the air. It was set up at the Dongfanghong Square near
a subway station of Metro Line 1 that was then under
construction.

The water cannon appears to imitate the cleansing
effect of rain on a place, but some Chinese netizens
question if the method was useful. Others point out that
it was not a long-term solution. University of Leeds
professor of Atmospheric Chemistry explains that the
water from the cannon clings on pollutants and brings
it back down to earth. (http://en.yibada.com/articles)

Obama’s Warning Comes After Trump’s Controversial Call With Taiwan President Tsai Ing-Wen

Tread Cautiously On Taiwan Issue: Obama To Trump

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

WASHINGTON, U.S. - Following Trump's
controversial call with the Taiwan president Tsai Ing-
wen, U.S. President Barack Obama has urged his
successor, Donald Trump to be careful of provoking a
“very significant” response from Beijing.

He said overall it is good that “all of our foreign policy
should be subject to fresh eyes” but warned that the
U.S. relationship with China is one that should be
approached carefully and methodically.

He said Trump must ensure relations with China do not
slip into “full conflict mode.”

Since his election, Trump has been adopting a rather
confrontational approach on China, accusing Beijing
of manipulating its currency, building “a massive
fortress” in the South China Sea and not doing enough
to pressure Kim Jong-un’s North Korea.

In particular, following the president elect's questioning
of the 'one-China policy', Obama said Trump needed
to grasp “that for China the issue of Taiwan is as
important as anything on their docket.”

“The idea of ‘One China’ is at the heart of their
conception as a nation and so if you are going to upend
this understanding, you have to have thought through
what are the consequences.”

“Because the Chinese will not treat that the way they
will treat some other issues. They won’t even treat it
the way they treat issues around the South China Sea,
where we have had a lot of tensions. This goes to the
core of how they see themselves and their reaction on
this issue could end up being very significant.”
Obama also stressed on the importance of the good
ties with China, saying “there is probably no bilateral
relationship that carries more significance,” especially
in the context of the global economy, security and

international affairs.

“And where there is also the potential
— if that relationship breaks down or
goes into a full conflict mode — that
everybody is worse off,” the outgoing
president added.

Recently, Trump questioned the ‘One
China’ policy that no U.S. President
has ever refused to abide by in the last
40 years.

Trump had argued that the policy
should be negotiated depending on
what U.S. gets in return.

He noted in a televised interview,

policy. But I don't know why we have
to be bound by a One-China policy
unless we make a deal with China having to do with
other things, including trade. I mean, look, we’re being
hurt very badly by China with devaluation, with taxing
us heavy at the borders when we don’t tax them, with
building a massive fortress in the middle of the South
China Sea, which they shouldn’t be doing. Frankly,
they're not helping us at all with North Korea. You have
North Korea, you have nuclear weapons, and China
could solve that problem. And they're not helping us at
all.” (http://www.chinanationalnews.com)

Related

Don't Let China Ties Slide Into 'Full Conflict
Mode', Obama Urges Trump
Barack Obama has cautioned Donald Trump against

“I fully understand the One-China Barack Obama said Donald Trump needed to grasp ‘that for China the
issue of Taiwan is as important as anything on their docket’. (Photograph/

allowing relations with China to slip into “full conflict
mode” after the president-elect put Beijing’s nose
out of joint with a succession of controversial pre-
inauguration foreign policy interventions.

The past two weeks have seen Trump take a series
of public swipes at China, accusing Beijing of
manipulating its currency, building “a massive
fortress” in the South China Sea and not doing enough
to pressure Kim Jong-un’s North Korea.

Most controversially of all, the billionaire has also
hinted he might upend nearly four decades of US-
China ties by offering greater recognition to the
government of Taiwan, a self-ruled island that Beijing
views as a breakaway province.

Trump’s questioning of the so-called “One China”
principle move drew protests from Beijing and
led one state-run newspaper to call for swift
preparations for a military invasion of the
democratically governed island.

On Friday, Obama said Trump needed to grasp
“that for China the issue of Taiwan is as important
as anything on their docket”.

“The idea of ‘One China’ is at the heart of their
conception as a nation and so if you are going
to upend this understanding, you have to have
thought through what are the consequences.”
“Because the Chinese will not treat that the way
they will treat some other issues. They won’t even
treat it the way they treat issues around the South
China Sea, where we have had a lot of tensions.
This goes to the core of how they see themselves
and their reaction on this issue could end up being very
significant.”

Obama said the importance of US-China collaboration
in areas such as the global economy, security and
international affairs was now such that “there is
probably no bilateral relationship that carries more
significance”.

“And where there is also the potential — if that
relationship breaks down or goes into a full conflict
mode — that everybody is worse off,” the outgoing
president added. (https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news)
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