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“Today's News - Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW ¢,

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | December 19, 2016 | John T. Robbins, Editor
DC-Based Thinktank Reports Beijing Has Installed Anti-Aircraft

And Anti-Missile Systems And Guns On Artificial Reefs

Images Show 'Significant’' Chinese
Weapons Systems In South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
November 17, 2016

=

CSIS/AMTI DigitalGlg

A satellite image shows what the Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative

says appears to be anti-aircraft guns and close-in weapons systems on
the Hughes reef in the South China Sea. (Photo/ Digitalglobe/Reuters)

China appears to have positioned “significant”
weapons systems, including anti-aircraft and anti-
missile systems, on all seven of the artificial islands
it has built in the South China Sea, despite vowing it
had no intention of militarising the archipelago, a US
thinktank has claimed.

During a state visit to the US last year President Xi
Jinping publicly stated that China did “not intend to
pursue militarisation” of the strategic and resource-
rich trade route through which about $4.5tn (£3.4tn) in
trade passes each year.

However, satellite images released on Wednesday by
the Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative (AMTI)
at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies
appeared to show Beijing was doing just that.

The Washington-based group said the images, which
were taken last month, showed what appeared to
be anti-aircraft guns and close-in weapons systems
(CIWS) installed on man-made islands in the South
China Sea’s disputed Spratly archipelago, where
Brunei, China, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam all have territorial claims.

In a report, China’s new Spratly island defences, the
AMTI said its analysts had identified what appeared
to be defence “fortifications” on Fiery Cross, Mischief
and Subi reefs.

Anti-aircraft guns and what were likely to be CIWS to
fend off cruise missile strikes appeared to have been

built on two other reefs, Hughes and Gaven.
“These gun and probable CIWS
emplacements show that Beijing is serious
about defence of its artificial islands in case
of an armed contingency in the South China
Sea,” the AMTI said.

“Among other things, they would be the
last line of defence against cruise missiles
launched by the United States or others
against these soon-to-be-operational air
bases.”

Regional experts told the Guardian the
images gave the lie to China’s claims that it
was not militarising the region.

“Beijing is militarising the Spratly islands
despite the fact that it has said it would not,”
said Ashley Townshend, a fellow at the
University of Sydney’s United States studies centre.
“Beijing did say earlier in the year that it reserves the
right to defend its artificial islands if necessary, and
it has tried to portray these sorts of defences... as a
tit-for-tat response to American naval presence in
the region. I’'m sure we will see this in the coming
days. But, however you want o

to look at it, this is an act of MiAMUA@ARAKT
militarisation.” -
Ian Storey, a South China Sea
expert at Singapore’s Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies,
said: “The new satellite images
clearly show that despite
President Xi’s pledge that
China would not militarise the |
South China Sea, that process of
militarisation continues apace.
“Although China claims that
the main purpose of its artificial
islands is for civilian purposes, |
regional observers simply don’t
buy it,” Storey added.

“It’s been glaringly obvious
from the outset of China’s
reclamation projects that the primary purpose of these
artificial islands is strategic: to enable China to project
military power into the very heart of south-east Asia’s

Reuters)

Apparent weapons systems on Johnson reef
in the South China Sea. (Photo/ Digitalglobe/

&

CSIS /AMTI DigitalGlobe
Suspected weapons installations on Gaven reefs. (Photo/
Digitalglobe/Reuters)

maritime domain so as to enforce its territorial and
jurisdictional claims in the South China Sea.

“The installation of these air defence systems indicates
that the facilities are nearing completion and ready to
host air and naval assets on a permanent basis.”

5 Greg Poling, AMTI’s director,
told Reuters the images
suggested China was “prepping
| for a future conflict”.

“They keep saying they are
~ not militarising, but they could
. deploy fighter jets and surface-
| to-air missiles tomorrow if they
wanted to ... Now they have
all the infrastructure in place
- for these interlocking rings of
- | defence and power projection,”
Poling added.

Australia’s  foreign minister,
Julie Bishop, accused Beijing
of “creating an environment
of tension and mistrust” in the
South China Sea.

Without specifically naming
China, Bishop warned that the construction of artificial
islands and “possible militarisation” of the region
would “lead to reputation and other costs for claimants

_CSIS/AMTI DigitalGlobe

Disputed claims in the South China Sea

CHINA

Source: D.
engaging in such behaviour”.

Speaking in Beijing on Thursday afternoon, foreign
ministry spokesman Geng Shuang rejected the
suggestion that the installations represented a “military
deployment”.

Geng said it was “completely normal” and China’s
“inherent sovereign right” to carry out construction
work and install defence facilities on what it considers
its territory.

The photographs were released just days after the US
president-elect angered Beijing by hinting he may
be preparing to take a harder line over issues such as
Taiwan and its activities in the South China Sea.

In an interview with Fox News last Sunday, Trump
accused Beijing of “building a massive fortress in the
middle of the South China Sea, which they shouldn’t
be doing”.

In a recent article for Foreign Policy, one Trump
adviser complained that Obama’s “meekness” had
encouraged “Chinese aggression” in the region.
“Beijing has created some 3,000 acres of artificial
islands in the South China Sea with very limited
American response,” wrote Peter Navarro, the author
of a book called The Coming China Wars, urging
Trump to impose a “peace through strength” policy on
the the region.

gov't

Pentagon Demands That China Immediately Return
Underwater Drone It Seized Out From Under U.S. Ship

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

USNS Bowditch

The Pentagon demanded that China immediately
return a U.S. Navy underwater drone that was captured
in the South China Sea, in a confrontation certain to
exacerbate tensions in a region where the government
in Beijing has sought to assert greater control.

The USNS Bowditch was sailing only 160 km from
Subic Bay, an American naval base in the Philippines,
in the South China region when the incident occurred,
according to a defence department official.

“We call upon China to return our UUV immediately,
and to comply with all of its obligations under
international law,” Pentagon spokesman Peter Cook
said in the statement. The vehicle is an unclassified
“ocean glider” system used around world to gather
data on salinity, water temperature and sound speed.
As the vessel was getting ready to pick up two
underwater drones that it had deployed to measure
ocean conditions, a Chinese warship that had been
quietly stalking the USNS Bowditch sent out a boat of
its own. Before the crew in the USNS Bowditch could

Chinese Navy officials pass aboard the ship Daqing
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2016, in San Diego.

retrieve the drones, the Chinese boat came
alongside and snatched one out from
underneath the crew, the official said.
When the U.S. crew tried to radio the
Chinese and tell them the drone was
American, they received no response.
The incident is the latest in an increasingly
tense relationship between China and the
uU.s.

“At the very least this is the type of
completely mundane sort of activity on
the part of the United States or any other
country operating freely in international
waters that could lead to accidents or even
potential conflict,” said Michael Fuchs,
deputy assistant secretary of state for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs from 2013
to 2016 and now a senior fellow at the

Center for American Progress.

The last major confrontation similar to Thursday’s
happened in 2013, when a Chinese vessel cut in front
of the USS Cowpens guided-missile cruiser from a
distance of 100 yards, an incident that then-U.S. Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel said was “irresponsible.” The
two sides have since sought to improve communication

and avoid
incidents. .
On Wednesday, [ *
Admiral Harry £ .
Harris, the head
of the U.S. Pacific
Command, said
the U.S. is ready to
retaliate if China
continues to act |
aggressively in the <4
South China Sea. |
“We will not allow
a shared domain
to be closed down

such g7 %%

Above image provided by ImageSat International N.V., on Wednesday,

in territory Brunei,
Malaysia, the
Philippines, Taiwan
and Vietnam believe
belongs to them. The
U.S. has repeatedly
discouraged China’s
actions, estimating
the territorial claims
have added up to
an additional 3,200
acres of land over the
last three years.

& The U.S. didn’t do
much to decrease

Feb. 17, 2016, shows satellite images of Woody Island, the largest of the

unilaterally
matter how many

bases are built on artificial features in the South
China Sea,” Harris said in a speech in Sydney. “We
will cooperate when we can but we will be ready to
confront when we must.”

China continues to ignore a Dutch arbitration court’s
ruling that found the country is acting illegally by
continuing to claim territory in the South China Sea.
Artificial islands have been erected and militarized

N0 Pparacel Islands, in the South China Sea.

tensions when it
was revealed that
President-elect Donald Trump took a congratulatory
phone call from Taiwan’s president,Tsai Ing-wen,
effectively violating the “One China policy.” The
policy insists that mainland China and Taiwan act in
unison and there is only one sovereign state. (Courtesy
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/world)
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