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John T. Robbins, Editor

Belt And Road Initiative Can Help Defuse Regional Tension

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

military confrontations.

Since the end of the Cold
' War, the international security
situation has become more
complex amid mounting hotspot
issues, and traditional security
threats have intertwined with
non-traditional threats in East
and West Asia.

"Under the Belt and Road
Initiative, it is possible to
- change the state of conflicts
through economic means in
the background of economic
' globalization," said Xue Li, a
researcher with the Institute of

collectively known as the Belt and Road initiative. (Xinhua)

BEIJING, Oct. 25 (Xinhua) -- Development driven
by China's Belt and Road Initiative will help the
reconciliation of ethnic divisions and the calming in
regional conflicts of countries involved in the initiative,
observers have said.

"The role that the Belt and Road Initiative has played

Picture shows the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road,

World Economics and Politics at
the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.

DEVELOPMENT KEY TO PEACE

China is committed to building a new type of
international relations featuring mutually beneficial
cooperation. In June 2014, President Xi proposed the
"Silk Road Spirit" featuring "peace and cooperation,

will be a promising way
to help promote regional
reconciliation  gradually
by boosting development,"
Chen added. (Courtesy
http://news.xinhuanet.
com/english/2016-
10/25/c_135780042.htm)
RELATED

Belt And Road Lights

Up Global Growth

BEIJING, Oct. 20 (Xinhua)
-- Although the world has
been mired in sluggish economic growth, countries
along the Belt and Road Initiative are bucking the
trend.
According to a report Wednesday by China's National
Bureau of Statistics, despite a slight decline of trade
volume overall, China's imports and exports with the
Belt and Road countries have impressively increased
over the last three quarters of 2016.
China's exports to Pakistan, Russia, Poland, Bangladesh
and India have increased by 14.9-percent, 14-percent,
11.7-percent, 9.6-percent and 7.8 percent respectively,

New Silk Road Trading Partners

in promoting regional peace is likely to be a
brand new one and is contrary to the palliative
approach that the West has traditionally
proposed,” said Ding Yifan, a researcher with |
the Development Research Center of the State |
Council.

RESULT EXCEEDS EXPECTATION

The initiative, comprising the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road, proposed by Chinese PresidentXi

compared to last year's numbers. China also
continues to import more bulk commodities
including iron ore, crude oil, coals and coppers
from Belt and Road countries.

Charles Onuaiju, director of Nigeria's Center

THE SILK ROAD A.'r., ’
300 K - AD. 100 b .

Jinping in 2013, has brought together over
100 countries and international organizations
in Asia, Europe and Africa, via land and maritime
networks.

The move is also part of China's efforts to provide
public goods and honor international responsibilities
that are commensurate with its status as a global power.
"Although the Belt and Road Initiative was not a

political initiative,

SILK ROf\D FORUM 2015 promoting  close

3 economic and

trade cooperation

- ' @ @ § among the
R & -, Z

12 o%l- 25w wmi (S (partlc1pat1ng)

Leaders Of The Silk Road Forum coun‘Frles will

2015 In Madrid, Spain. definitely ~ help

enhance  mutual

political trust," said Chen Xiaochen, a researcher with
the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies, Renmin
University.

The initiative's results have exceeded expectations as
over 30 countries have since 2013 inked agreements
with China to jointly build the Belt and Road Initiative
and more than 20 countries along the routes have
conducted industrial cooperation with China.
However, threats posed by conflicts and upheavals
remain, and hinder global peace and economic
sustainable development. Some 50 million people
worldwide have been displaced due to rising regional
conflicts in recent years. Among the participating
countries, there are still considerable political and

Silk Road Map Of Ancient Times

openness and inclusiveness, mutual learning and
mutual benefit" at the sixth Ministerial Conference of
the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum.

"The initiative has not only provided an opportunity
to address regional tensions, but also can help gather
organizations that love peace," said Tao Jian, president
of the Beijing-based University of International
Relations.

Aside from religious reasons, the concentration of
poverty and high unemployment among youth have
led to growing calls for national secession, as well as
increasing religious extremism and violent terrorism in
countries along the routes, Ding said.

As the world's second biggest economy, China has
played an important role in global trade, investment
and development, moreover, it plays an increasingly
significant role in foreign aid, regional security and
international relations.

As China develops, boosting economic development
will be a priority of the initiative, which should help
alleviate poverty and eradicate the fertile soil that
breeds extremism and terrorism.

A communique, issued at a G20 summit held in the
eastern Chinese city of Hangzhou last month, noted
that the benefits of economic growth should be shared
equally. The communique also pledged to eradicate
poverty, solve inequality of economic development
and make sure no country falls behind.

"As a long-term plan, the Belt and Road Initiative

for China Studies in the capital Abuja, said
that the Belt and Road is a model of global
development that stresses inclusiveness and
participation.

Countries  including  Cambodia  and
Bangladesh have also connected their
domestic development plans to the Belt and
Road in a bid to bolster growth and explore further
opportunities.

Former Prime Minister of the Czech Republic Jiri
Paroubek said the Belt and Road can accelerate
the economic growth of many Eurasian countries
and will also become a driving force for the overall
development of the global economy.

The Belt and Road Initiative refers to the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk
Road initiative proposed by Chinese President Xi
Jinping in 2013. The initiative brings together countries
in Asia, Europe and Africa via overland and maritime
networks.

Trade between China and the Belt and Road countries
exceeded 600 billion U.S. dollars, 26 percent of
China's total foreign trade volume, during the first
eight months of 2016, said Fang Aiqin, deputy head of
China's Ministry of Commerce.

Investment and financing is another cornerstone of the
Belt and Road plans.
From January to August,
China invested nearly
10 billion U.S. dollars
in countries along the |
Belt and Road through |
financial institutions
including  the  Asian Constrtion . Boofn In
Infrastructure Investment pakistan On The China-
Bank (AIIB) and the Silk Pakistan Economic Corridor

Road Fund, according to
the ministry.

Preliminary estimates
showed that loans provided
by the AIIB were to the tune
of 1.2 billion US dollars
in 2016 and are expected
to rise to 2.5 billion US
dollars in 2017 and 3.5
billion US dollars in 2018.
The New Development
Bank (NDB) is anther key
institution for multilateral
financial cooperation. The bank, jointly founded
by China, Russia, Brazil, India and South Africa,
officially opened in July, 2015 in Shanghai with an
initial authorized capital of 100 billion U.S. dollars.
The bank has approved five investment projects in the
area of clean energy, one in each member country, for
a total of over 900 million U.S. dollars, a fact sheet
provided by the bank has shown.

Also according to preliminary estimates, totals loan
provided by the NDB are 1.5 billion to 2 billion US
dollars, 2 billion to 2.5 billion US dollars and 4 billion
to 5 billion US dollars for the years 2016, 2017 and
2018 respectively.

Under these measures, Pakistan has witnessed a boom
in infrastructure construction. The China-Pakistan
economic corridor is regarded as the first chapter

of the Belt :

and Road
symphony.
With the
economic
corridor at

the center and
the Gwadar
Port, transport
infrastructure,
energy and
industrial
cooperation being another four key areas, a "1+4"
cooperation structure is gradually taking shape.
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that
the China-Pakistan economic corridor is a boon to the
whole region and it will bring tangible benefits to the 3
billion people of China, Central Asia, South Asia and
the Middle East.

Many Belt and Road countries have also witnessed an
increase in employment and decrease in poverty.
Bilateral economic and trade cooperation between
China and Bangladesh is a good example. An
increasing number of Chinese investors have opened
factories in the populous South Asian country, raising
employment along with the training of personnel.

The Belt and Road Initiative has only begun, and
experts believe it will be further integrated into the
global economy in the future.

The initiative acknowledges people's hopes for a better
life and champions the diversity of values in the world,
said Onuaiju, director at the China center in Abuja.
Without any doubt, it will also promote world peace,
stability and prosperity. (Courtesy http:/news.
xinhuanet.com/english/2016-10/25/c_135780042.
htm)
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China-Backed First, Longest Electrified
Railway In East Africa Inaugurated

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The Ethiopian and Djibouti governments have inaugurated
the first and the longest electric railway line in East Africa,
built with the help of two Chinese firms and a Chinese bank.
(Photo/Getty Images)

The first modern electrified standard gauge railway
in East Africa, linking Ethiopia and Djibouti, was
1naugurated on Wednesday, Oct. 5, China Daily
: reported.
§ Built by
& two Chinese
i companies  and
v financed by a
I Chinese bank,
the 750-kilometer
With China's backing, Ethiopia has railway connects
inaugurated sub-Saharan Africa’s Addis Ababa to
first light rail system, the Addis Metro, Djibouti, a port
a 32-km line that can carry 15,000 to the Red
people per hour in one direction, city to the Re
and a projected top speed of 70km/ Sea. The railway

hr. Authorities hope it will make is expected to
commuting easier for Addis Ababa’s reduce travel time

population of nearly 4 million.
from seven days

by road to about 10 hours, through railway designed
for a speed of 120 kilometers per hour.

The event was led by Hailemariam Desalegn, prime
minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, and Ismail Omar Guelleh pre51dent of the
Republic of Djibouti. SR :
The two Chinese firms |
that developed the railway
were China Railway §!
Engineering Corp and
China Civil Engineering §
Construction Corp. while
China Export and Import
Bank provided the loan to support 70 percent of the
capital.

"This train is a game-changer," Mekonnen Getachew,
CEO of the Ethiopian Railways Corp, said.

"Ethiopia is one of the fastest growing economies in
Africa. The connection to the ports (of Djibouti) will
give a bounce, and our economy will grow faster."
Ethiopian PM Desalegn said in his keynote speech
that the $4 billion railway project is a clear indication
of Africa's desire and commitment to hasten the
integration process.

"Ethiopia is once again in the continental map as a
pioneer toward implementing modern infrastructure,
courtesy of China," Desalegn said.

Meanwhile, Djibouti President Guelleh said that the
project, which was conceived in 1897 and achieved
only with China's help, is a symbol of friendship and
integration between the two countries.

"China has stood by us and has been instrumental in
building not only our regional infrastructure but the
whole of Africa," Guelleh said. "We see a prosperous
future as a more integrated continent. This railway
represents the new face of Africa, which is ready to

take charge of its destiny."

Xu Shaoshi, special envoy of President Xi
Jinping and head of the National Development
and Reform Commission and Yuan Xingyong,
vice-president of Export-Import Bank of
China, were present during the occasion, as
well as Togo's President Faure Essozimna
Gnassingbe.

According to Xu, the railway is an achievement
of cooperation and friendship, calling it a road
map to the future. (Courtesy http:/en.yibada. §
com/articles)

\:

Chinese train driver Liu
Ji (L) and his Ethiopian
colleague Geto shake
hands before  the
inauguration ceremony
of the Addis Ababa-
Djibouti railway in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, on
Oct. 5, 2016. (XinhualLi
Baishun)
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