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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979
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China's President Xi Jinping Speaking At World Internet
Conference

Chinese Preident Xi Jinping plans to transform
China into an Internet power while calling for more
independent innovation in the Internet and information
technology and enhanced cyberspace security.

During remarks on Oct. 9 at a study session of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, Xi also called for the
construction of a safe and controllable information
technology system.

He urged major breakthroughs in the fields of high-
performance computing, mobile communication,
quantum communication, core chips and operating
systems.

Xi said the digital economy should play a greater role
in pushing forward China's economic development.
China's Internet management and cyberspace security
defense should also be enhanced.

Xi noted the Internet and information technology
should be better used to advance social governance,
He also called for a greater voice from China in setting
the rules of the Internet, as well as greater efforts to
build China |nto an Internet power.

Xi warned of the gap
between China and the
world in relevant fields.
"We should work with
solidarity  in mind,
" 4| improve our knowledge
and strengthen strategic

X1 Wants China To Help
Craft Internet Rules Of The Future

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

planning," he said.
Xi described the Internet and information technology
as a "highland" of global technological innovation and
a magnet for research and development investment
around the world.
He called on relevant industries in China to concentrate
on developing core technologies and enhancing
security defense measures for key information
infrastructure.
Xi urged greater investment in information
infrastructure; increased integration of the Internet
and  the real
economy and better
development of the '
digital  economy,
S0 as to create new f&8
space for economic
growth.
Xi said that efforts
should be made
to ensure that
"positive energy,” which means bright and patriotic
information, circulates in cyberspace.
The Internet should be used to give voice to the
public, to benefit their livelihood and address their
concerns, said Xi.
Efforts should be made to uphold cyber security, as
well as to safeguard the integrity, safety and reliability
of Internet data.
Xi called for the building of a national center of big
data to promote coordinated management across
different administerial levels, regions, departments
and businesses.
The Internet should also be used to encourage
scientific decision-making by governments, as well
as to enhance social governance and efficient public
services. (Courtesy http://en.yibada.com/articles)
Related
China and ‘WeChat’ May Change the Way The

World Uses the Internet

Weixin and Tencent

Weixin, owned by Tencent [HKG:0700], has 700
million users. Even with so many users, there is a
reason why you may not have heard of it. It’s a Chinese

App.

Internet Users In China Now
Number Close To 1.3 Billion

The fact is, the digital world seems
to be split in two: China, and the
rest of the world.
The Chinese market is an attractive
one. It has a large and growing
middle class of consumers. But
it’s also a hard market for tech
companies to enter.
Chinese internet is more like a large intranet. There is a
‘great wall’ controlling what can and can’t come inside.
And new entrants have to compete with Chinese apps
and a maze of strict government regulations.
Uber is a recent example of western companies failing
to enter China’s market. Uber’s CEO, Travis Kalanick,
had vowed to spend millions winning over the Chinese
market. But had to admit defeat, and ended up selling
Uber’s operations to Chinese competitor Didi Chuxing.
And Uber is not the only one to fall flat on its face.
Google and Facebook have also tried and failed.
Google has even attempted it more than once!
And it works both ways.
Chinese companies trying to break into the western
world have been unsuccessful to far.

Weixin or ‘WeChat’
Take Weixin, for example. In 2012, Weixin rebranded
its name to WeChat, to enter the international market.
And even hired the best foothall player in the world,
Lionel Messi, to be the star of their TV ads. But the
app didn’t catch on.
Why? Because it didn’t have the same functionalities
as it has in China. You could only use it to chat and
send photos. So there was no real difference from
WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger.
China’s giant online retailer, Ali Baba [NYSE:
BABA], also tried to enter the US market.They went
after Amazon [NASDAQ: AMZN] with the online
shopping site 11 Main.com. But only after a year in
business they ended up selling their operations.
It seems like companies have to choose between going
into China, or the rest of the world.
And while China has shut out big players like Google
[NASDAQ: GOOGL], Twitter [NYSE:TWTR],
YouTube and Facebook [NASDAQ:FB], it has also
developed its own versions of these sites.
You may think these companies are just copycats. But,
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as they have developed away from the main internet,
they have grown in a different way. They have more
functionalities.

In fact, some of them are light years ahead of the
western apps.

Take WeChat — or Weixin — for example.

WeChat has tripled its user base in the last three years.
Their reason for their success was due to Tencent
spotting trends in the market, and quickly adding
functionalities.

You can chat and send photos. But you can also order
at a restaurant, pay with your phone, hail a cab, make a
doctor’s appointment, find a date, check the heat map
of your favourite shopping mall to see how crowded it
is, and more.

It is a Super
App. And that is M8
something  that |§
every app strives
to be: everything |
for everyone.
And all the while,
it is compiling
data. It knows &
your  spending

. China is now the world’s biggest
habits, where you energy consumer, and there are
g0, Who you go more Chinese Internet users than

Americans on the planet. Image of
the LED screen at Beijing’s The Place
shopping mall.

with. Everything.
Leaving the
privacy issue
aside, this is a gold mine for advertisers. They could
have all the combined data of all the big apps in the
western world, in one place.

And there is nothing like this in the west.

According to Forbes, in the first quarter of 2016,
WeChat generated $1.8 billion in mobile revenue.
Compare that to WhatsApp’s $49 million, or Facebook
Messenger’s big fat zero.

Companies are now trying to emulate WeChat. In fact,
Facebook may have been thinking of WeChat when
they bought WhatsApp and Instagram.

And western companies may now start looking at
the east to become the copycats. (Courtesy www.
dailyreckoning.com.au)

Sounding Like A Message To Hong Kona, China's Prime Minister Speaks

Of ‘New Measures And Policies’ That Will Help Diversify Macau's Economy

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang Gives

CHINA

shutterstck

Premier Li Kegiang (right) and Macau Chief Executive Fernando Chui enjoy the view
from an observation deck on the Macau Tower. (Photo/SCMP Pictures)

Premier Li Kegiang heaped praise on Hong Kong’s
sister special administrative region on Monday, hailing
Macau as a “treasured lotus land, a beautiful and
special place” as he began a landmark three-day visit
to the casino-dominated city.

Security was tight for the occasion, which also saw the
arrival of Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa
and a host of top political leaders from Africa and
South America for a two-day international conference
beginning on Tuesday.

The meeting aims to boost China’s economic
relationship with the developing world and chart a new
course for the world’s most cash-rich gaming hub.
Adelegation led by the city’s Chief Executive Fernando
Chiu Sai-on, his predecessor Edmund Ho Hau-wah
and Wang Guangya, director of the Hong Kong and
Macau Affairs Office, greeted Li on the tarmac of
Macau International Airport on Monday morning.

In bright sunshine, Li — on his first-ever visit to Macau
— delivered a speech full of praise for a city at a
crossroads as it tries to cope with the reality of its first-
ever, full-blown gaming slump, while at the same time
attempting to diversify its casino-dominated economy
into other areas.

Macau is simultaneously attempting to reshape its

Premier Li Kegiang (right) speaks at Macau’s airpot as )
Chief Executive Fernando Chui looks on.
(Photo/Dickson Lee)

Macau His Seal Of Approval

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

B gaming industry into a mass-
f market, Las Vegas-style tourism
attraction after decades as a
hardcore casino hub for high-
rolling VIP gamblers.

Without giving details, Premier
Li said there would be “new
measures and policies” to favour
Macau, aimed at making “better
Bl use of its position as a world
centre of tourism and leisure
and a commercial and trade
" cooperation  service platform”
between China and the world’s
Portuguese-speaking countries.

Li went on to say that Macau was a “treasured lotus
land, a beautiful and special place ... in particular, a
place that was successfully implementing the principle
of ‘one country, two systems’.”

The premier and his Portuguese counterpart will

attend the opening ceremony of the 5th Ministerial
Conference of the Forum for Economic and Trade
Co-operation between China and Portuguese-speaking
Countries on Tuesday.

Li’s three-day visit will also
include meetings with people
from across the local community,
but his key intention in attending
the forum is to impress upon the
people of Macau and the wider
world that Beijing is committed
to pushing diversification in the
city and making it a platform for
the country’s global engagement, [ :
a strategy Beijing has named its
“Centre and Platform” policy.
Sources have told the Post that the
visit could see the announcement of plans for Macau
to become a key centre for yuan settlement, turning the
city into a clearing house for huge investment deals

Macau Nightlife

with other countries.

The importance Beijing is giving the visit is also seen
in some quarters as a message to Hong Kong about
the benefits of cooperation amid ongoing political
turmoil in the bigger special
administrative region.

Shortly after Li arrived in Macau
nine members of Hong Kong’s
League of Social Democrats
and People Power, including
lawmaker-elect “Long Hair”
! ¥ Leung Kwok-hung, were denied
“ entry to the city. They were then
% detained for around seven hours
i at the ferry terminal before they
were sent back to Hong Kong.
Two Post journalists sent to
cover Li’s Macau visit were also detained along with
Leung’s group, despite their press credentials, and later
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