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* Voter Registration

* Voting Information

+ Employment Empowerment

* Music/ Entertainment ( Showcasing local D] s, musicians and poets )

* Food ( hamburgers/hotdogs, Asian & Latino cuisines )

* Voter Education/Awareness ( Deputy Volunteer Registrars - registering voters and providing
information re: updated 1., laws, and protecting your voter rights )
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Tuesday, October 11, 2016 (4:00 pm — 7:00pm)
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, TX 77072
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*EMPLOYMENT EMPOWERMENT*

Various local corporations & Super Bowl “L1” contracted companies will be present to give
information on how to apply for immediate hiring TEMP and/or PERM positions { Guest &
janitorial services, security, administration, parking valets, customer services )

Over 5,000 positions MUST BE FILLED _Pay: $9.00/hr - $15.00/hr

David Wang
Fl b it 22 42 f'

Wendy Xu

Top producer Ergzis

Call: 281-886:6416

Office:713988-1668
 Fax: 713-988-1634
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Citizens not registered to vote by October 11, 2016, will NOT be eligible to VOTE on
November 8%, ELECTION DAY. * Oct 11th LAST DAY TO REGISTER *
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HOSTED BY: Diversity Political Coalition, International Trade Center, and Revitalize Communities
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News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | October 5, 2016

Defense Secretary Ash Carter Signals US Intention To Remain

John T. Robbins, Editor

The Dominant Power In The Region Despite China’s Rising Might

US Will 'Sharpen Its Military Edge’
In Asia Pacific, Says Pentagon Chief

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Ash Carter speaks to sailors on the USS Carl Vinson in San
Diego on Thursday. The US wanted to remain the ‘security
partner of choice’ in the region. Photograph: Nelvin C.
Cepeda/AP

The US has promised to “sharpen its military edge” in
Asia Pacific in order to remain the dominant power in
a region feeling the effects of China’s rising military
might, defense secretary Ash Carter said.

Carter made the pledge on Thursday in a speech aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson in San Diego.
The Pentagon chief described what he called the
next phase of a US pivot to Asia — a rebalancing of
American security commitments after years of heavy
focus on the Middle East.

His speech, aimed at reassuring allies unsettled by
China’s behavior in the South China Sea, came three
days after he made remarks at a nuclear missile
base in North Dakota about rebuilding the nuclear
force. Those comments prompted a strong reaction
from the Russian foreign ministry, which issued a
statement saying it had interpreted Carter’s statement
as a declared intention to lower the threshold for using
nuclear weapons.

Carter said the Pentagon will make its attack submarines
more lethal and spend more to build undersea drones
that can operate in shallower waters off limits to
- submarines.

“The United

o States will
continue to

| sharpen our

P, military edge so
we remain the
most  powerful

The American - .
John C. Stennis (shown above), two Military in  the
destroyers, two cruisers, and the USS region and the
Blue Ridge, a floating command center Security partner
and the flagship of the 7th Fleet, have
all entered the South China Seain 2016.
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of choice,” he

said.

He added that there would “a few surprises as well”,
describing them only as “leap-ahead investments”.
With a broad complaint that China is “sometimes
behaving aggressively,”
Carter alluded to Beijing’s
building of artificial islands
in disputed areas of the South
China Sea.

“Beijing sometimes appears
to want to pick and choose
which principles it wants to
benefit from and which it
prefers to try to undercut,”
he said. “For example, the
universal right to freedom
of navigation that allows China’s ships and aircraft
to transit safely and peacefully is the same right that
Beijing criticizes other countries for exercising in the
region. But principles are not like that. They apply to
everyone, and every nation, equally.”

Carter’s speech was meant to set the scene for a
meeting Friday in Hawaii with his counterparts
from the 10 member countries of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, or Asean. The association
focuses mainly on trade issues, but in recent years,
with US encouragement, has sought to engage in a
range of defense and military issues. The US is not a
member of the organisation but has sought to use it
as a forum for further developing security partnerships
amid regional concern about China’s military buildup.
On Carter’s flight from San Diego to Hawaii later on
Thursday, a senior defense official aboard the plane
told reporters that Carter expects to hear concerns
from some south-east Asian ministers, including those
from Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines, about
the threat they perceive from an expected return of
extremists who have been fighting for the Islamic State
group in Syria and Iraq.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity
under ground rules set by the Pentagon, said “hundreds”
of IS fighters already have returned to Southeast Asia
from Syria and Iraq and said up to 1,000 more may
return as the Islamic State group faces increased
military pressure.

Carter has described Pentagon efforts to execute a
“pivot” to Asia by shifting, or rebalancing, US forces
and attention toward the Asia-Pacific region after years
of more Middle East-focused strategies and operations.
In April, he said he was putting “the best people and
platforms forward to the Asia-Pacific” by increasing
the number of U.S. military personnel in the region

The Pentagon Building In Washington, D.C.

and by sending and stationing advanced weapons
system there. He said that includes F-22 and F-35
stealth fighter jets, P-8 Poseidon maritime surveillance
aircraft, continuous deployments of B-2 and B-52
strategic bombers and the
newest surface warfare ships
like the amphibious assault
ship USS America.
Among the Asia problems that
have arisen for the Pentagon
since Carter last met with the
region’s defense ministers
is a sudden and steep
deterioration in relations with
the Philippines.
When Carter visited the
Philippines in April, he praised the strength of the
partnership. He said his visit had inaugurated “a major
new era in a longstanding alliance”. He was referring
to the US-Philippines Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement. “I’'m proud to say this alliance is as close
as it’s been in years.”
That seeming closeness took a sharp downturn when
Rodrigo Duterte was elected president in June. In
early September, President Barack Obama cancelled
a meeting with Duterte after the Philippine leader
publicly called him a “son of a bitch.” Later, Duterte
said he regretted the comment. But Duterte has said
joint military exercises of Filipino and American
troops scheduled for next week will be the last such
drills, although his foreign secretary quickly said the
decision was not final.
Even so, Carter said in his speech Thursday that the
relationship with the Philippines was “ironclad.”
(Courtesy https://www.theguardian.com)
Related
Second high-speed encounter within weeks
takes place as Washington warns Beijing against
setting up air defence zone over disputed
Asia-Pacific waters
Chinese Fighter Makes 'Unsafe’ Intercept
Of US Plane Over East China Sea
A Chinese fighter jet has carried out an “unsafe”
intercept of a US spy plane in international airspace
over the East China Sea, according to Pentagon
officials.
The intercept involved a Chinese J-10 fighter plane
and an RC-135 reconnaissance plane, the officials said
on Tuesday.
The officials, who requested anonymity, said the air
crew deemed the encounter to be “unsafe” because of
the “high rate of speed” at which the Chinese jet was

travelling.

In May the
Pentagon said two
Chinese fighter
jets flew within 15
metres (50ft) of a
US EP-3 aircraft
over the South

China Sea.
The Pentagon A Chinese J-10 fighter made an
said the May ‘unsafe’ approach to an American

surveillance plane, according to
Pentagon officials. Photograph:
China Photos/Getty Image

incident violated
an agreement the
two governments
signed in 2015.
Earlier this week the US secretary of state, John Kerry,
said the US would view any Chinese establishment
of an air defence zone over theSouth China Sea as a
“provocative and destabilising act”.

US officials have expressed concern that an
international court ruling expected in coming weeks on
a case brought by the Philippines against China over
its South China Sea claims could prompt Beijing to
declare an air defence identification zone, or ADIZ, as
it did over the East China Sea in 2013.

The Chinese Advanced J-10 fighter Jet

China has claimed most of the South China Sea,
through which US$5tn (£3.5tn) in trade passes every
year. The Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Brunei have overlapping claims.

Washington has accused Beijing of militarising the
South China Sea by creating artificial islands. Beijing
in turn has criticised increased US naval patrols and
exercises in Asia.

During a conference in Singapore last week the US
defence secretary, Ash Carter, said the US approach
to the Asia-Pacific remained “one of commitment,
strength and inclusion” but he warned China against
provocative behaviour in the South China Sea.
(Courtesy https://www.theguardian.com)

Experts Say Long Lines And High Prices Mean Many Are Holding Off On A Trip To The New $5.5 Billion Site

Disney Still Needs More Magic In Shanghal As
Early Visitor Numbers Fall Short Of Expectations

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Early visitor numbers to mainland China’s first
Disneyland in Shanghai have been disappointing,
according to experts, proving even the “happiest place
on earth” isn’t immune to the whims of the tourism
industry.

While not providing specific numbers, the company’s
chairman and CEO Bob Iger insisted in August the
US$5.5 billion park has been “well received by the
Chinese consumer”, bringing in over a million visitors
since its gates swung open with great fanfare in mid-
June.

He Jianmin, director of the tourism management
department at Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics, estimates around 20,000 people are
visiting daily.

But commentators say those healthy-sounding
numbers — the equivalent of over 7.3 million annually
— fall well short of expectations, and are blaming the
less-than sparkling start on high prices and rumours of
long queuing times.

Previous estimates had suggested around double that
through the turnstiles.

Barclays Bank projected the “authentically Disney
and distinctly Chinese” park would attract 12 million
visitors in its first year, while Nomura said it would
reach 15 million.

State-owned Shanghai Shendi Group, the park’s
majority stakeholder, had predicted 10 to 12 million
visitors in the first 12 months.

Fewer visitors will certainly leave its annual revenues

Mickey Mouse entertains visitors on the opening day of
the Disney Resort in Shanghai, China, Thursday, June
16, 2016. Walt Disney Co. opened its first theme park in
Mainland China.

well short of the
targeted US$3.7
billion expected
by Liu Zhaohui,
co-founder of
Beijing-based travel
company TripVivid.
[These prices] are
making it difficult to
attract more visitors.
Disneyland might
need to readjust
them

parks - they are
US$95  adult in
Los Angeles and
US$64 in  Hong
Kong — monthly per
capita  disposable
income in China
is less than 2,000
yuan a month, while
Ctrip estimates per
capita spending
for a  Shanghai
Disneyland trip

An earlier report A Sea Of Cell Phone Cameras Capture Magic Moments At The Enchanted is 2,219 yuan

from Ctrip the Castle At Shanghai Disneyland
b

country’s largest

online travel agency, had suggested annual spending at
the site could reach 33 billion yuan ($4.95bn) based on
its June to September bookings, and boldly trumpeted
that Shanghai Disneyland “opened a new era of high-
end holiday tourism in China”.

Last year that industry was worth US$610 billion at
home and abroad, which the government is hoping
to double by 2020 on rising spending by the middle
classes.

Disney claims 330 million “income qualified” people
live within three
hours of the
park, but Ken

Wong, Asia

equity portfolio

specialist at

Eastspring

Im.]eStmemS’ Social media h been abuzz with
points to_ claims that waiting times are far too
Shanghai long at the new Shanghai site: Photo:
Disneyland’s Simon Song dia has been abuzz with

high ticket prices claims that queuing times are far too
long at the new Shanghai site. (Photo/

— 499 yuan for Simon Song)

peak season
or 370 yuan during the off-season — as the primary
reason for many staying away.

“[These prices] are making it difficult to attract more
visitors,” he told the South China Morning Post.
“Disneyland might need to readjust them.”

Although prices are not high compared to other its

including travel and
hotel stay.
Visitor stories so far, widely aired on social media,
have also focussed on the 3-4 hour wait for some rides,
or attractions shut down early, due to maintenance or
overcrowding.
Despite making the experience as Chinese as possible —
including Mickey Mouse-shaped braised pig knuckle,
Peking Duck pizza, and a Chinese zodiac-inspired
garden of Disney characters — Shaun Rein, managing

director of China Market Research Group said Disney
made a “big mistake” in not better handling long
queues, which generated negative word of mouth
and have forced consumers to adopt a “wait-and-see
attitude”.

“There’s still pretty good demand, but people [appear
to] want to wait Ssix |
months, 12 months, and i
even longer until the
issues are ironed out,”
he said.

A BNP Paribas report
agrees that the negative
press on long waits may
be why foreigners, too,

are have been hesitant to visit “for the time being”.
But this early performance of arguably China’s most
high-profile tourist opening to-date could also prove
an ominous reflection of just how hard the industry
has reacted to a slowdown in income growth and
weakened consumer confidence.

“Consumers are really double-checking, and triple-
checking where they visit. They really want to get the
best value,” said Rein.

Disneyland In hanghai
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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