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Premier's Visit Expected To Boost China-Cuba Economic Co-0p

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang Arrives In Cuba
For Official Visit

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

upon their arrival at the Jose Marti International Airport in
Havana, Cuba, Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016, following his visit
to U.N. headquarters in New York City and Canada. The
premier is on a two-day official visit to Cuba. (Photo/AP)
As the only communist country in the Western
hemisphere, Cuba has long enjoyed strong ideological
as well as commercial ties with China.

President Xi Jinping came there in 2014, while Cuba’s
President Raul Castro and the island’s former leader,
Fidel Castro, have both made state visits to Beijing.
Cuba may have restored diplomatic relations with its
old enemy the United States, but its relationship with
China remains as committed as ever.

S— China is  Cuba’s
main  supplier  of
manufactured goods,
from cars and buses
to household electrical
. appliances.

" | Telecommunications
Chinese _P.remier Li Kegiang is another key area
waves to reporters after arriving Of  cooperation.  The
at the Jose Marti International Chinese multinational

Airport in  Havana, Cuba, ‘s . .
Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016. Li H“awe"siﬂg:]gig\‘j:{s

Kegiang is on a two-day official Wi-Fi ’
visit to Cuba. (Photo/AP) throughout the island

and is also exporting

its cellphones industry there.
And in a country where until now the only billboards
were political, Huawei has become the first company
allowed to openly advertise its products, albeit, only
outside the international airport.
Overview

Cubans Highly Value Close Ties With China,

Premier Li's Visit

HAVANA, Sept. 25 (Xinhua) -- Cubans from all walks
of life are paying close attention to Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang's visit and highly value the island country's
relations with China, expecting bilateral relations will
be enhanced through high-level exchanges of visits
and economic cooperation.
State media have highlighted Li's visit to Havana with
photos and reports. Besides major news outlets on the
island, people in the street have a lot to say about the
visit.
Silvio Alvarez, a 73-year-old Havana resident, told
Xinhua, “relations between Cuba and China are

very good, in recent years economic cooperation has
increased substantially. The collaboration with China
is important to many sectors of the country such as
transport, trade and industries."

In his talks with Cuban leader Raul Castro, Premier
Li said China wants to focus on development
and cooperation with Cuba, support the island's
industrialization process and cooperate with Cuba in
infrastructural construction and industrial equipment
production.

These initiatives have been welcomed by the Cubans
who have seen Chinese-made equipment as well
as buses, home appliances, clothing and Chinese
technology increase on the island. ¥
"It's the first time a Chinese premier
visits Cuba and | believe it is a trip
of great connotation. Both countries
should continue working on areas that
positively impact the Cuban economy
and we are on a good path to deepen our
relations," said Carmen Mejias, a retired
teacher.

On Saturday, Castro and Li witnessed
the signing of a series of cooperative
agreements in areas including economic
technology, finance, production capacity,
telecommunication and environmental
protection, among others.

For Cubans it is very important to
continue strengthening ties with China,
a long-time friend that shares many
political and social views with Cuba.
"Cuba's relations with China have been very stable
for many years. Today China is Cuba's second-largest
trading partner and the visit of the Chinese premier
will deepen bilateral ties. I think this visit will be very
important for Cuba because it will reaffirm economic,
political and social links with Beijing," said Mario
Hernandez, a 58-year-old worker.
The impact of bilateral cooperation in the daily lives
of Cubans is also pm ;

felt as thousands of
Chinese-made Yutong
buses run around the §
country,  induction §3
cookers and many
other home appliances |
are sold at stores and

LED lights illuminate Cuba's President Raul Castro (C)
: and Chinese Premier Li Kegiang
the main avenues of (R) review the honor guard during
Havana and other an official reception ceremony at
cities. Havana's Revolution Square.

"There have been

many contributions from China in the last few years
and it's a reliable trading partner. Our lives are better
today because we have access to Chinese-made
equipment and technology, thanks to the active
cooperation between both countries,” said Roberto
Souto, a Havana resident.

Miriam Legon, a Cuban state worker, also referred to

capacity,
environment

Chinese Premier Li

(L) and Cuban President Raul
Castro witness the signing of ) .
some 20 cooperative agreements Havana's Confucius Institute, the Only
in areas including economic certified institution in the island country
technology, finance, production
telecommunication,
protection,
inspection and quarantine after this academic year.
their talks at the Palace of the The institute, located in the capital's
Revolution in Havana, Cuba,
Sept. 24, 2016. (Photo/Xinhua)

the increasingly close ties with the Asian nation.
"There isn't a Cuban who does not experience firsthand
the impact of this relationship. In my house we cook
food with a Chinese induction cooker and watch TV
with better quality thanks to a digital signal decoder
built by a Chinese company,” she said.

Young Cubans believe China's development and good
will can help the island overcome a series of economic
obstacles, particularly due to the U.S. embargo.

"This visit by the premier will boost bilateral links.
China is one of the top technology makers in the world
and Cuba is in need of technological advances in all

areas of the economy," Victor Fernandez, a young

=== Cuban, told Xinhua.
w s« Li arrived in Havana Saturday for a
N %y three-day official visit to Cuba, the
X first such visit by a Chinese premier
since the two countries established
diplomatic relations in 1960.
Related
Cuba's Confucius Institute
Thrives In Teaching Locals
Chinese
HAVANA, Sept. 24 (Xinhua) --

Kegiang

that teaches the Chinese language and
and Culture, saw an “enrollment explosion”

Chinatown, is part of a growing
network of institutions worldwide that
receives support from the China National Office for
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (Hanban),
to promote the Chinese language and culture in other
countries. _
Today, there are
more  than 500
Confucius Institutes
in 134  countries
and they are a
perfect  testimony _
to the increased [N 4
exchanges between yioie|

A Bermudez
students of different (2nd R), first vice president of the

Diaz-Canel

and State Council and the Council of
- Ministers of Cuba, cuts the ribbon
Chm?se teaChers'_ at the inauguration ceremony
Cuba's  Confucius of the permanent seat of the
Institute opened in Confucius Institute in Havana,

November 2009 and capital of Cuba, Oct. 14, 2015.
K . ... (Photo/Xinhua)
academic  activities
began in January 2010 following the signing of a
cooperation agreement between Hanban and the
University of Havana.
"We have a total of 950 students this year in 43 class
groups for the 6 levels of Chinese language, while we
also have 14 groups of children and teenagers aged
between 11 and 17, with special courses designed
for their age group,” the institute's director, Arsenio
Aleman, told Xinhua.

nationalities

Aleman said
that in Cuba's
case, the
courses are
free and the

expenses are

covered by

the island's

government . = . . .

and Hanban. Mlguel D_|az-CaneI Bermudez (C),_ first
i vice president of the State Council and

Hanban_ls also the Council of Ministers of Cuba, takes

responsible part in the inauguration ceremony of the

permanent seat of the Confucius Institute
in Havana, capital of Cuba, Oct. 14, 2015.
(Photo/Xinhua)

for providing
teachers and
equipment.
Zhang Wei, co-director of Havana's Confucius
Institute, is happy to see hundreds of candidates
applying for the basic Chinese classes offered by the
institution.

"China and Cuba have very close economic, cultural
and political ties. Many Cubans have realized the
importance of this strategic relationship and have
decided to learn our language to understand each other
better. For them learning Chinese is a way to prepare
for the future," he said.

Zhang said that one of the institute's objectives is to
serve as a window for the world to appreciate the
Chinese language and its culture as well as for teachers
and volunteers to learn about other countries.
"Chinese teachers and staff have the opportunity to
travel to other nations to teach and learn from other
cultures. This is one of Confucius' thoughts as he said
that one should live and learn," said Zhang.

For Cubans, the institution is an important place
to learn and master the Chinese language and also
understand a thousands-year-old culture.

That is the case for computer engineer Alberto Garcia
who spoke to Xinhua about his experience of studying
for two years at Havana's Confucius Institute.

"I came here to meet the needs at my work due to
the growing trade between the two countries. It has
been very helpful, interesting and challenging to learn
Chinese," he said.

Dayana Liao, a young lawyer in Havana, entered the
Confucius Institute to reconnect with her Chinese
roots.

"When | became aware there is a Confucius Institute in
Havana | enrolled without thinking. Now | have begun
my third year here," she said.

Liao also said it's surprising and encouraging to see
the progress China has achieved in recent years as an
emerging country with new development proposals
that are stimulating, especially for underdeveloped
nations.

"I think it is very important for the youth and for
everyone in general to learn Chinese because it will
be the most used language this century," said Liao.
(Courtesy Xinhua)

China’s Ties With Cuba Remain Strong In Spite
Of Third Parties, Says Foreign Ministry

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Cubans look out their window across the street from the
newly reopened U.S. Embassy in hopes of watching the
flag-raising ceremony in Havana, Cuba, Aug. 14, 2015.
(Photo : Getty Images)

China’s continued mutually beneficial ties with Cuba
will not be affected by any third party, a Foreign
Ministry official said in light of reports suggesting that
U.S. President Barack Obama’s historic visit to Cuba
last year would impact the long-standing China-Cuba
relations.

"China and Cuba have long enjoyed friendly and
mutually beneficial cooperation," Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying said in a press briefing in
Beijing. "We will deepen our relations with Cuba, and
this does not target nor affect any third party."
"Mutual benefit and win-win results are dominant
features of international relations in today's world,"
she added.

Hua  expressed
hope that
, Obama's  visit
to Cuba--the
j first sitting U.S.
president to do
so in 88 years--

will help bring

the people of

Chi President Xi Jinoi p both  countries
Inese resiaen I Inping an

Cuban President Raul Castro together and

usher in peace

and stability in the region.

"We are glad to see the normalization of the relations
between the two countries,” she said. "We hope that
both sides can consolidate the current momentum."
Hua also called for Washington to lift its decades-
long blockade on Cuba as soon as possible. The
U.S. embargo was imposed following a revolution
led by Fidel Castro that overthrew the U.S.-backed
government of Fulgencio Batista in 1953.

U.S.-Cuba relations have since been characterized by
hostility and resentment until Obama recently renewed
diplomatic ties and offered an end to the trade embargo.

Prior to Obama's trip, the Cuban government led by
Raul Castro, Fidel Castro's younger brother, ruled out
the restoration of full bilateral ties with the United
States in exchange for political concessions.

Havana stressed that the economic and financial
blockade of the island remains in force despite new
measures announced by the White House easing
aspects of the embargo.

"Ultimate rapprochement with Cuba requires the
United States to refrain from imposing its ideology on
others and to treat others as equals,” the Xinhua News
Agency said in an opinion piece.

China has long had * -

friendly  relations [

with Cuba's

Communist ~ Party. CHINA CUBA
Former Chinese

President Jiang Zemin visited the island nation in
1993 and 2001, which was followed by his successor,
Hu Jintao, in 2004. In his official trip to Cuba in July
2014, President Xi Jinping visited the barracks where
Fidel Castro launched the first armed assault of the
revolution. (Courtesy http://en.yibada.com/articles)
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