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Zika Invades Asia
Swift State And Local Action Has Been Praised, But Vulnerability

uestions Persist And Officials Fear A Long Fight Ahead

How Strong Is Singapore’s Safety
Net Against The Zika Virus?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Zika infections since 2007, with a majority of local —advanced vector control regimes but
transmissions occurring since 2015. the tropical weather coupled with a
The virus causes mild symptoms such as fever and joint  high population density makes the
pain in most people but in Brazil it has been linked eradication of Aedes mosquitoes

John T. Robbins, Editor

Singapore has been basking
in the global limelight after
hosting the Formula One
Grand Prix last week but

sites and foreign worker dormitories
lacked the strict vector control
measures usually in place elsewhere.

Sheena Kanwar, executive director at

behind the razzmatazz the with an increase in babies born with microcephaly, impossible. migrant rights group Humanitarian
= City-state’s stand-off with an abnormal smallness of the head associated with Hong Kong issues travel Organisation for Migration Economics,
Zika continues as medical incomplete brain development. warning for Singapore on Zika g _fl said there were “question marks”
experts and officials warn  “The government has done its best... it’s just virus fears A National Environment Agency on whether construction firms were

that the virus is here for
the long haul — much like

unfortunate that Zika seems built to thrive in high-
density places like Singapore or Hong Kong and has

Leong said there was a high likelihood Off::f& iggma C?:;‘(bgr 0;035(;"’?; being thorough in ensuring labourers
the Zika virus would become endemic o jing grounds at a house in a livéd and worked in mosquito-free

/ \ dengue, which continues to  partnered with the very successful Aedes Aegypti in Singapore. new Zika cluster area in Singapore. environments.
‘ fester and pose a persistent  mosquito,” said Leong Hoe Nam, an infectious disease ~ “It will be long drawn... the hope is Photo: Reuters And Alex Au, treasurer of TWC2
danger. specialist at Singapore’s Mount Elizabeth Novena that the vaccine will come soon,” he (Transient Workers :

Zika has been detected in more than 300 people in
Singapore since the first locally transmitted case was
detected on August 27, making the financial and transit
hub the single largest beachhead for the mosquito-
borne virus in Asia.

Eight pregnant women among 329 infected by
Zika in Singapore

Hospital. said.

And May O. Lwin, a heath communication expert at  Health Minister Gan Kim Yong told parliament on
the Nanyang Technological University, lauded the Tuesday it was “still early days to ascertain what the
government for its “proactive and timely” response to  long-term trend of Zika infection will be”.

the crisis. “Even if we can control the present outbreak, we will
China in travel warning to its citizens as Singapore need to continue to guard against imported cases as the
reports 30 Chinese nationals with Zika virus Zika virus is still circulating among other countries,
As new cases slowed last week after initially soaring  “It is to the credit of the Singapore government including several in this region,” Gan said, responding
in early September, observers including the World agencies that there has been no mass hysteria,” she to a barrage of questions from lawmakers.

Health Organisation (WHO) lauded the government’s  said. Gan said authorities had so far been unable to trace the
swift identification of infection clusters and effective ~ Song Seng Wun, an economist at CIMB Private Bank,  origin of the local transmission.

dissemination of information to the public. said that so far “it seems largely like businessas usual”.  Paul Tambyah, a Singaporean infectious disease
That in part has allayed fears the crisis will mirror  “This won’t be like SARS...scheduled events like the  specialist, said analysis done by local health authorities
the outhreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome grand prix are going ahead and there will only be a  showed the Zika virus evident in the city-state was of
(SARS) in 2003, which killed 33 people out of 238 slight dent on the g = “Asian lineage”.

infections and brought the economy to a standstill. economy,” he said. [ “What this means is that the virus was more likely
But some experts say lax controls on mosquito Zika is the latest introduced by a traveller from Thailand or somewhere
breeding in construction sites — where hundreds of health headache for else in Southeast Asia, or even Oceania, than from

Count Too), another
independent migrant
workers’ rights
group, said there
were “concerns
about workers

living in temporary
accommodation on
construction sites”.
Safe sex or no
sex for six months after visiting Zika-hit areas:
WHO

“The nature of such accommodation, with broken earth
and unfinished rubble everywhere, makes for a higher
likelihood that mosquitoes breed there,” Au said.
Deanne Ong, director at local pest management firm
Origin Exterminators, said the firm had encountered
such breeding grounds. She said “price sensitive”

Residents walk to work past a

public service announcement
banner warning of the spread of
Aedes mosquitoes, a carrier for
the Zika virus. Photo: AFP

thousands of South Asian ~ Singapore  caused | Brazil or elsewhere in South America,” said Tambyah,  construction firms were limiting the procurement of

and mainland Chinese by the  Aedes the secretary general of the Asia Pacific Society of  vector control services to meet the bare requirements

migrant labourers ply  Aegypti mosquito Clinical Microbiology and Infection. stipulated by authorities.

their trade — need to be - which  also A pest control worker fumigates ~Zika virus can live in eyes and could spread Masagos Zulkifli, the environment minister, said on

urgently rectified. transmits  dengue drains and the gardens at a local  through tears, study suggests Tuesday the government had stepped up scrutiny of
t No evidence Zika and Chikungunya, a :‘a‘:gsst'“Cgase:t:]fezl"kvgf;’ieft'lnognasp(\:J;Z The first wave of locally transmitted cases in late  work sites prior to the Zika outbreak, with 50 stop-

virus in Singapore viral disease causing reported. Photo: AP August was predominantly foreign construction  work orders issued between January and July this year.

workers who worked in the same site in southeastern
Singapore.

The government issued a stop work order at the site for
failing to eliminate potential mosquito breeding sites.
Migrant workers rights groups said some construction

fever and severe

joint pain. Officials have said dengue cases, which
have been a menace for decades, may cross 30,000 this
year, beating the high of 22,170 in 2013.

Experts say Singapore has one of the world’s most

Such continued vigilance will be vital in the months
ahead. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/week-asia/society/
article)

Nurses set up a mosquito tent IS More or less
over a hospital bed, as part of severe than strain in
a precautionary protocol for Americas

patients who are infected by The WHO says 67

Zika, at Farrer Park Hospital in o
Singapore. Photo: Reuters territories have recorded

Cybersecurity Talent Training Aimed At Attracting
'‘Maverick Geniuses" Launches in China

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

country needs at least 500,000 cybersecurity talents. the world's top cyber security talent.

The government set up a training center for Li said the local government will double the number
cybersecurity and communication talent in Sichuan  of scholarships for cyber security majors and recruit
Province in January, which aims to train students and  top cyber security graduates in Chinese and overseas
faculty on cybersecurity in Sichuan and Hong Kong. schools as well as from competitors at cyber security
In February, the first special fund for cybersecurity — contests. She added it will
with an initial capital of 300 million yuan was launched  also open a class for minors
by China, which was intended to provide financial and run special recruitment
assistance to experts and teachers in cybersecurity.  for "maverick geniuses."
(Courtesy http://en.yibada.com/articles She also said the city

yuan in funding if they have typical technologies and
can create a significant impact on the economy. China
needs at least 500,000 cyber security talents, but only
about 8,000 such majors graduate each year, said an
education official at the 4th China Internet Security
Conference in August.

In  January, a training
center for cyber security
and communication talent
was established in Sichuan

Related government  will  establish Province, aiming to provide
China Launches Cybersecurity Talent an innovative evaluation . training for students and
Training Nationwide system. Instead of taking faculty in Sichuan and Hong

CYBER SECURITY SUMMIT 2016

Authorities from Wuhan, capital of Central China's
Hubei Province on Monday pledged to increase the
number of scholarships to attract students pursuing
cyber security, and run special recruitment for
"maverick geniuses,” which constitutes a part of
nationwide efforts to train cyber security talent.

Li Shuyong, Wuhan government publicity department
head, told the Cybersecurity Technology Summit
during China Cybersecurity Week that the city
government will cooperate with companies to cultivate

exams, cyber security majors
will be evaluated based on
their performance and given
priority to practical and
entrepreneurship training.

The Wuhan government will
also offer twice the salary and
research funds to the best cyber security experts than
those from other fields. They will also receive 2 million
yuan ($299,823) in subsidies and a high of 100 million

Kong.
In February, China launched
its first special fund for

cyber security with an initial
Officiating guests kick off the three-day Cyber Security capital of 300 million yuan.
Summit 2016 on Monday. (Photo Provided to China The fund will be used to

Daily) . . .
provide financial assistance

to experts and teachers who specialize in cyber

security. (Courtesy http://www.globaltimes.cn)

Henry Lee Chang-Yu, a Chinese-born American forensic
scientist, attends the 4th China Internet Security
Conference at National Convention Center held on Aug. 17,
2016 in Beijing. (Photo : Getty Images)

As part of China's nationwide efforts, a cyber security
training was launched on Monday, Sept.19, by
authorities from Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province,
who vowed to increase the number of scholarships to
attract students to pursue cybersecurity and to discover
and recruit so-called "maverick geniuses,” Global
Times reported.

Speaking at the Cybersecurity Technology Summit

(7p )
during China Cybersecurity Week, Li Shuyong, o (7]
Wuhan government publicity department head, said INTERNATIONAL i g
that the city government will partner with companies TRADE CEHTER = )

to nurture the world's top cybersecurity talent.
According to Li, the local government will raise the
number of scholarships it offers to students taking up
cybersecurity majors, with the hope to recruit to the top
graduates from Chinese and overseas schools, as well
as from competitors at cybersecurity competitions. A
class for minors will also be opened as well as a special
recruitment for maverlck genluses ' she added.

' ¥ An innovative
mam cvaluation system
Ml Will be established,
according to Li,
wherein cybersecurity
majors  will  be
evaluated, not hy
taking exams, but based on their performance.
They will also be given priority in practical and
entrepreneurship training.

The city government said that it will double up
the salary and research funds offered to the best
cybersecurity experts. In addition, a 2 million yuan in
subsidies and 100 million yuan in funding will also be
given if experts have typical technologies that could
have a significant impact to the economy. "N
An education official said during the 4th China
Internet Security Conference in August that only about
8,000 cybersecurity majors graduate each year but the
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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