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NEWS & REVIEW /%

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | September 24, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

Canada Expects Chinese Premier's
Visit To Deepen Bilateral Ties

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chlnese Premier Li Kegiang (L) and his W|fe Cheng Hong
are welcomed by Canadian senior officials upon their
arrival at Ottawa, Canada, Sept. 21, 2016. At the invitation of
his Canadian counterpart Justin Trudeau, Chinese Premier
Li Kegiang arrived here Wednesday for an official visit to
Canada. (Photo/Xinhua)

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang arrived in Ottawa on
Wednesday for an official visit to Canada to continue
discussions about how to deepen bilateral relations.
[Special coverage]

China-Canada relations have a deep foundation, huge
potential and a great development opportunity, said
Li upon his arrival, adding that the exchange of visits
by him and his Canadian counterpart Justin Trudeau
within one month shows that both sides value their
relations.

Li said that during his visit, the annual dialogue
mechanism between the Chinese premier and the
Canadian prime minister will be formally launched,
and both sides will further exchange ideas on issues
of common concern and promote exchanges and
cooperation in all fields, in a bid to inject strong
impetus into the development of bilateral relations in
the new period.

In Ottawa, Li and Trudeau will hold talks and witness
the signing of a series of bilateral cooperation
documents. Li will also meet Canada's parliament
leaders and other officials.

Three weeks after their meeting in Beijing, Li and
Trudeau are expected to discuss various issues during
this visit, including a free trade pact between the two
countries, according to Trudeau's office.

Canada expected that trade and investment, along

with environmental cooperation, legal and judicial
collaboration, cultural exchanges, and people-to-
people ties would be discussion points when both
leaders meet in Ottawa, said the office.

Much was already accomplished during Trudeau's
recent eight-day visit to China and attendance at the
G20 summit in Hangzhou, it added.

Trudeau paid an official visit to China and attended
the G20 Hangzhou summit from Aug. 30 to Sept. 6.
During his stay in China, the Canadian government
announced that Canadian and Chinese companies had
signed a number of new commercial contracts and
agreements.

The Canadian
government also said that
it would open seven more
Canadian visa application
centers in China, and by
the year's end, Canada
will apply to join the
Beijing-based Asian

Infrastructure Investment Chinese Premier Li Keqlang
Bank. (R) and Canadian Prime

"“Th . d Minister Justin Trudeau meet
ere_ IS tremendous journalists after their talks in
potential for a stronger, Beijing, capital of China, Aug.

more stable relationship 31,2016. (Photo/Xinhua)
with China than there has

been for Canada in the past," Trudeau told reporters
in Montreal recently, building on remarks he delivered
late last month in Beijing.

"Any economic strategy that ignores China, or that
treats that valuable relationship as anything less
than critically important, is not just shortsighted, it's
irresponsible,” said Trudeau.

It was Trudeau's father, Pierre, who as prime minister
led negotiations with China to establish formal
diplomatic relations in the 1970s. There are now high
hopes for Justin Trudeau to build on his father's legacy.
Bilateral economic ties are already significant since
China is now Canada's second largest trading partner
behind the United States.

Economic cooperation and trade is the driving force
of China-Canada relations. Currently, China-Canada
trade only accounts for 1.4 percent of China' s total
foreign trade and 8.1 percent of that of Canada.

Li's visit to Canada this week, which so quickly

follows Trudeau's first official visit to China, suggests
the connection between both countries' leadership is
quickly becoming stronger.
Both sides are expected to break through barriers to
further enhance their relations.
Related

China-Canada cooperation to be further

nurtured: Chinese premier

China-Canada relations enjoy a solid foundation and
bright prospects as the two economies are highly
complementary and the two peoples have a long-time
friendship, Chinese Premier Li Kegiang said.
"My visit to Canada ... is to inaugurate the new annual
dialogue between our heads of government and further
promote mutual understanding and mutually beneficial
cooperation between our countries,” Li said in an
article published in Canadian newspaper The Globe
and Mail on Wednesday.
Li recalled the traditional friendship between China
and Canada, saying there have been more "handshakes
across the Pacific" and his official visit aims to make
policy communication between the two nations "more
timely and effective.”
"Mutual trust is the cornerstone of friendly relations
and cooperation between China and Canada," Li said,
voicing the hope of stepping up communication and
coordination with Canada at various international
forums to promote world peace and stability as well as
help global economic recovery.
"The two sides should respect each other's concerns on
issues of vital interests and the right to independently
choose the path of development and overcome
distractions to make sure that the ship of China-Canada
relations power ahead on the right course," he added.
Citing figures to prove
booming  China-Canada
trade, Li called economic
cooperation and trade "the
driving force of China-
Canada relations."
Against the backdrop of
a steep decline in global
trade, China-Canada trade
continued to rise last year
and Chinese companies'
investment in Canada

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang
speaks during a joint news
conference with Canadian

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.

increased by
126 percent in
the same year,
he said.
"China is
willing to
open its
markets wider
and further
increase
imports of
high-quality
agricultural
and hi-tech
products from
Canada," he added.

"We welcome Canadian companiesto make investments
and do business in China to share the opportunities that
come with China's economic growth."

Besides enhancing political communication and
economic ties, people-to-people exchanges are
"a powerful catalyst for China-Canada friendly
cooperation," the premier noted.

"Amity between the people holds the key to state-to-
state relations.”

Each week, 90 or so flights ply between the two
countries, and the number of Chinese students studying
in Canada has exceeded 150,000, the premier said.
Meanwhile, the Chinese language and culture are
getting popular with Canadians, which can be shown
by the fact that Chinese calligraphy and Kung Fu
attract more and more Canadian fans, Li said.

"I will make use of this visit to further boost China-
Canada people-to-people and cultural exchanges,” Li
said.

The year 2018 has been designated as the year of
tourism between China and Canada, according to the
article.

Comparing the symbol of fiery maple to the
prosperity of China-Canada all-round cooperation,
Li said: "China will work with Canada to enrich our
strategic partnership and tap the potential of practical
cooperation to bring more benefits to the Chinese and
Canadian peoples.” (Courtesy http://www.ecns.cn)

Chinese Miao group singers perform song
at the opening ceremony of the China Now
Festival held at the Harbourfront center on
July 11 in Toronto. [Li Na/China Daily]

Data Previously Stored In Facilities In US, Japan And Britain Now Gathered Under Single Roof

China Opens First National Gene Bank -
Will House Hundreds Of Millions Of Samples

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

analysis of gene resources,” Mei was
quoted as saying.

‘Super puppies’ created in DNA
manipulation: ~ Chinese ~ mainland
scientists turn genetic editing into reality
The data now stored in Shenzhen was
previously housed at the National
Centre for Biotechnology Information
in the US, the European Bioinformatics
Institute in Britain and the DNA Data
Bank of Japan.

Cao said it was in China’s national
interest to have its own gene bank rather
than storing samples in other countries.
“Cooperation is the global trend but it is

A member of the GeneBank staff handles samples at the gene bank. China more secure to preserve data in China

has unveiled the world’s largest gene bank in Shenzhen.(Photo/Xinhua)

China’s first national gene bank, claimed to be the
largest of its kind in the world, officially opened on
Thursday to store and carry out research on hundreds
of millions of genetic samples.

The centre, dubbed “China’s Noah’s Ark” by mainland
media, aims to collect 300 million genetic samples at
its base in Shenzhen when alltwo phases are complete
Gene editing used by Chinese researchers on human
DNA is Science magazine’s breakthrough of 2015.
The much anticipated platform is to preserve, manage
and utilize thegenome data and biological samples of
Chinese characteristics.

With an investment of 780 million yuan (HK$900
million) for phase one, the China National GeneBank
was the fourth of its kind after similar.

centres in the United States, Britain and Japan, People’s
Daily reported. China’s bank will share data with the
other three.

“We hope to make the gene bank China’s, and even
the world’s, biggest biological information data centre,
like Google but in the field of life and health data,”
Mei Yonghong, the director of the centre, was quoted
as saying.

Cao Yu, principal investigator of the National

Centre for Protein Science in Shanghai, said the

bank would serve as a library of raw genome data to
benefit scientists across an array of fields, especially
medicine,
pharmacology
and
biomedicine.
“Competition

in precision
medicine in

the future will
The China National GeneBank in rely on the

Shenzhen,  Guangdong  province.
(Photo/Xinhua)

acquirement and

since the variations among the genomes
from different races could be used in
both good and evil ways,” Cao said.

The site had 10 million gene samples and would
include a biological database, samples of living
organisms, plus a genome '
editing platform, according
to the Xinhua report.

It is the largest gene bank

of its kind in the world, $&s
with a library of animal,
plant, microorganism and
human body cell samples,
according to the report.
Genetic information stored
includes a cancer database
with 3,000
information  on
genome mutations, and

databases on birth defects, plants, birds and crops.
Dozens of refrigerators can store samples at
temperatures as low as minus 200 degrees Celsius,

samples, The facility includes 150 domestically developed desktop The —gene
50,000 gene sequencing machines. (Photo/Xinhua)

while researchers have access to 150 domestically
developed desktop gene sequencing machines and a
US$20 million Revolocity
_ machine,  known as
a “supersequencer”,
according to the report.
Cao said new samples
could be collected and
stored directly but their
DNA data needed to be
decoded and verified
before being saved at the
bank.

bank  will
be -administered by a
council of -government
agencies, and is supported by the Beijing Genomics
Institute. (Courtesy South China Morning Post)
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