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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | September 23, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

‘Natural’ Re-entry To Atmosphere Means It Is Almost Impossible To Know Where Debris Will Land

China's Space Station 'Out Of Control’
On Crash Course To Earth

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

China's Long March 2F rocket carrying the Tiangong-1
module, or "Heavenly Palace", blasts off on September 29,
2011. (Photo/AFP/Getty)

China’s first space station will meet a fiery end next
year when the 8.5-tonne module comes crashing down
to Earth, amid concerns authorities have lost control
of the craft.

The Tiangong-1 space station was launched in
September 2011 and currently orbits Earth at an
altitude of 230 miles (370km).

But in July, amateur astronomers suggested China
had “lost control” of the satellite, after Chinese media
reported the country’s space agency had struggled to
get in contact with it.

Officials have now confirmed that after four and a half
years in orbit, Tiangong-1 (meaning Heavenly Palace)
is expected to plummet to Earth in late 2017.
Speaking at a satellite launch for the space station’s
successor in the Gobi Desert in northern China,
officials from China’s manned space programme said
the craft had ended its service in March this year having
“comprehensively fulfilled its historical mission”.

Wu Ping, deputy director of the manned space

engineering office said: “Based on our calculation
and analysis, most parts of the space lab will burn up
during falling.”

According to Space.com the less than precise landing
time indicates the operators had lost control of the
unit, as if they were still able to communicate with it,
they could steer it to “a guided re-entry over an empty
stretch of ocean at a specified time”.

Like other lost satellites, it’s likely that the free-falling
station will burn up on its way back into Earth and
come back down in smaller chunks of molten metal
rather than with a big crash.

However, some denser engine parts are unlikely to burn
up completely and could potentially cause problems on
the ground.

Harvard astrophysicist Jonathan McDowell told the
Guardian the announcement suggested the doomed
craft would now re-enter the Earth’s atmosphere
naturally, making it near impossible to predict where
any debris will fall.

“You really can’t steer these things,” he said. “Even a
couple of days before it re-enters we probably won’t
know better than six or seven hours, plus or minus,
when it’s going to come down. Not knowing when it’s
going to come down translates as not knowing where
it’s going to come down.”

“There will be lumps of about 100kg or so, still enough
to give you a nasty wallop if it hit you,” he added.

He said that even small changes in atmospheric
conditions would be enough to nudge the craft “from
one continent to the next”.

But according to Chinese news agency Xinhua, Ms Wu
said the space station’s re-entry was “unlikely to affect
aviation activities or cause damage to the ground”.
“China has always highly valued the management of
space debris, conducting research and tests on space
debris mitigation and cleaning,” Wu said.

Tiangong-2, China’s replacement for the space lab,

Photos From The International Space Station

was successfully launched aboard a Long March 2F  Launch Centre in north west China. (Courtesy www.
rocket on 15 September from the Jiuquan Satellite independent.co.uk/news/world/asia)

IS YOUR AIRBAG DEFECTIVE?

Tens of millions of defective airbags risk deadly explosion.

Even a fender bender can cause these airbags to rupture, spraying shrapnel into drivers and passengers.

* Look for your VIN on the
driver-side dashboard by
the windshield or on your
insurance card.

DON‘T RISK INJURY OR DEATH, CHECK YOUR VEHICLE TODAY.

Here’s How:

F. d .t ‘ Write down or photograph your
In I Vehicle Identification Number (VIN).

| Driverside dashboard
by the windshield

seul‘(h i'l' Visit AirbagRecall.com.

In the space at the right, enter your 17-digit VIN.

Enter the on-screen characters to prove you are not

a robot.

N\
( ENTER YOUR VIN HERE. %}'

chandise

. ]

YOUR AIRBAG INFLATOR WILL
BE REPLACED FOR FREE.

L local dealership as soon as possible.

[ ] ]
le I' ‘ If you see text that reads recall [ncomp|eie.,.

Schedule an appointment at your avtomaker's

RECALL
INCOMPLETE

amllees.,
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202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
203 Graduate Medical Education Development
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219 International Press Club
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222 Houston International Trade Development Council
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President Xi Congratulates
First Silk Road
International Cultural Expo

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Artists take a curtain call after "Meeting in Dunhuang” Gala of the first Silk Road International Cultural Expo held in
Dunhuang, northwest China's Gansu Province, Sept. 21, 2016. (Xinhua/Fan Peishen)

LANZHOU, Sept. 20 (Xinhua) — China's President Xi
Jinping has sent a congratulatory letter to the first Silk
Road International Cultural Expo, which began in the
northwestern city of Dunhuang Tuesday.

On behalf of himself, the government and the people
of China, Xi congratulated the expo on its opening day
and extended a warm welcome to all attendees.
Hailing the "glamorous Dunhuang culture," Xi said the
host city was a major Silk Road hub where different
cultures met.

Also, noting that the ancient trade route was an
important bridge for friendly exchanges between the
East and West more than 2,000 years ago, Xi said the
Silk Road International Cultural Expo will provide an
important platform for cooperation and communication
among countries along the route.

Xi lauded coexistence, mutual learning,
and cooperation and sharing in cultural
fields.

He said efforts to promote cultural
exchanges and common progress are
important to driving society forward.
He called for more cultural exchanges,
promotion  of  cultural equality,
protection of cultural heritage and
cultural innovation, and improvements
to cultural cooperation to "let more
people benefit from the rich and colorful
culture created by humankind to make
the world a better place."

Vice Premier Liu Yandong, who read
out the letter at the opening, suggested A singer performs at the "Meeting in Dunhuang” Gala of the first Silk Road
International Cultural Expo held in Dunhuang, northwest China's Gansu
Province, Sept. 21, 2016. (Photo/Xinhua)

cultural cooperation.

She called for deeper people-to-people exchanges,
respect for different civilizations, enhanced protection
of cultural heritage and boosts to cultural innovation
so that people in various countries could benefit more
from modern civilization.

Before the opening, Liu met with attendees from
Nepal, Afghanistan, Cambodia, Morocco, France
and Japan, urging them to continue to contribute to
international cultural cooperation and exchanges, and
the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative.
More than 1,500 representatives from 86 countries, as
well as five international and regional organizations,
are attending the expo. (Courtesy http://news.
xinhuanet.com/english)

a new mechanism for state-to-state

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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