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Chinese Premier Arrives In New York For UN Conference

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang (1st L) and his wife Cheng
Hong (2nd L) arrive at John F. Kennedy International Airport
in New York, the United States, Sept. 18, 2016. Premier Li
Kegiang will attend the 71st session of the United Nations
General Assembly. (Xinhua/Zhang Duo)

NEW YORK, Sept. 18 (Xinhua) -- Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang arrived here Sunday to attend the 71st session
of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly.

China is an active supporter of all causes of the UN,
and strongly defends the purposes and principles of
the UN Charter and actively participates in the work
of the UN as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council, Li said.

China is willing to work with all sides to make
contributions to better address global challenges and
promote world peace and development, the premier
said upon his arrival.

Li, accompanied by his wife Cheng Hong and senior
Chinese officials, arrived in New York as guest of UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

During his stay in the city, the premier will outline
China's stance on major issues including international
order, global governance, and peace and development,
while addressing the general debate of the UN General
Assembly.

The premier is also expected to announce China's
pragmatic measures to support the UN's endeavor and
cope with global challenges.

Li is also scheduled to chair a symposium on

sustainable development, attend the UN General
Assembly's high level meeting on solving the problem
of mass movement of refugees and immigrants, and a
leaders' summit on refugee issues.

The premier's attendance at the UN General Assembly
is one of China's major diplomatic events in the
multilateral arena this year and shows that China values
the UN and multilateralism, Vice Foreign Minister Li
Baodong said Wednesday in Beijing.

Chinese Premier Meets UN Chief
Chinese Premier 4 -
Li Keqgiang

has met with
United Nations
Secretary-
General Ban
Ki-moon, voicing
support for the
work of the UN.
China is
committed to safeguarding the international regime
with UN at the core and upholding the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, Li said.

"China will actively promote dispute settlement
through peaceful dialogue and negotiation, engage in
international cooperation to address climate change
and other global challenges and contribute to world
peace and development," Li said.

Praising Ban's contribution to UN-China relations, Li
stressed China firmly supports the work of the UN,
safeguards UN authority and will integrate its own
development strategy with the UN 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Ban expressed sympathies to Li over the floods in
south China, saying he believes the Chinese people
will overcome the disaster under the strong leadership
of the Chinese government.

The UN appreciates China's contribution to preventing
and mitigating disasters across the world and looks
forward to China's important role in realizing the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development and tackling
climate change.

"China hopes to take the premier's UN tour as an
opportunity to strengthen communication with other
sides and underline the basic norms of international
relations. The international community should jointly
establish a new international order with cooperation
and reciprocity at its core," Li Baodong told a press
conference.
This year marks the 45th anniversary of the restoration
of China's seat in the United Nations.
On the sidelines of the UN conferences, the premier
will meet with Ban and hold talks with some state
leaders.
During his stay in New York, the premier is also
expected to hold a bilateral meeting with U.S. President
Barack Obama, and meet local figures in the fields of
economy, finance, think tanks and media, and attend
events held by institutions including the Economic
Club of New York.
After concluding his tour in New York, Li will leave
for official visits to Canada and Cuba.
During the upcoming visit to Canada, the first by a
Chinese premier in 13 years, Li and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau will hold talks to promote
bilateral relations.
Cuba, the first country in Latin America to establish
diplomatic ties with China, is the last stop of Li's visit.
It will be the first official visit by a Chinese premier
since the two countries established diplomatic ties
56 years ago. (Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.com/
english/)
Related

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang

To Visit Canada Sept. 21-24
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang will travel to Ottawa and
Montreal for an official visit Sept. 21 to 24, the Prime
Minister's Office announced Wednesday.
A statement from the PMO said Li will meet in
Ottawa with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and

other officials "to continue to deepen a strong, more
stable relationship between Canada and China." The
PMO said the two leaders would discuss trade and
investment, environmental co-operation, legal and
judicial collaboration, cultural exchanges and people
to people ties.
The visit follows
Trudeau's own
official visit

to China that
concluded earlier
this month. He

visited Beijing

and Shanghai

ahead of the Chinese Premier Li Kegiang, right,

G20 heads of shakes hands with Prime Minister

government Ju_s?in Trudp_au duri_ng the_ prime
ine held minister's visit to China earlier this

meeting he month. Li will visit Canada Sept. 21 to

in Hangzhou, 24. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)

China.

Following a meeting with Li on Aug. 31 in Beijing,
Trudeau announced China had agreed to put off
implementing new rules governing Canadian canola
shipments that threatened billions of dollars in exports
to the country.

China was set to impose new rules Sept. 1 on the level
of "dockage" — foreign material such as weeds, other
crops and detritus — deemed acceptable in imported
canola shipments. Following Trudeau's announcement,
International Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland said the
two sides would continue negotiations in the hope of
coming to a long-term solution around canola.

Li will also travel to Montreal to meet with political
and business leaders and members of the Chinese-
Canadian community, the PMO said in the release.
China is Canada's second-largest single-country
trading partner and two-way merchandise trade
between the two countries reached nearly $85.8 billion
in 2015, up 10.1 per cent over 2014. (Courtesy http:/
www.cbc.ca/mews/politics)

Influential San Francisco Activist Rose Pak Dies at 68

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Mayor Edwin M. Lee invited Rose Pak to speak a few
words at the Chinatown's Ping Pong Tournament in San
Francisco, Calif. on Sunday, Aug 26, 2012.

Rose Pak, the brash and lively community activist
who helped transform San Francisco's growing Asian
American population into a politically powerful
constituency during an era when few women carried
such clout, has died. She was 68.
Pak died of natural causes in her home Sunday
morning. Friends and family said she seemed healthy
after spending several months in China after a kidney
transplant, The San Francisco Chronicle reported
Monday (http://bit.ly/2d22ERE).
Pak never held elective office, but as the longtime
consultant to the Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
she helped raise money for preferred politicians and
backed projects that benefited Chinatown's residents.
She hated being called a power broker. "If I was white,
they'd call me a civic leader."
In 2011, Pak started a campaign that led to Ed Lee
becoming the city's first Chinese American mayor. She
would later call him an enormous disappointment.
"She was strong and fearless," Lee told The Chronicle.
"Whether she was right or wrong, she grounded herself
in representing the community. She really wanted to
make sure Chinatown as a whole was respected."
Pak was born in Hunan, China, and fled to Hong Kong
with her family as a child. She arrived in San Francisco
in 1967, became a reporter for The Chronicle and
covered the community she would later champion.
She was such an aggressive reporter that a lawyer
ended up in court on battery charges after throwing a
punch at Park during
an interview.
The lawyer called
her "an enormously
pushy person." Pak
countered that she
"was trained to be
v persistent.”
. Pak became an

Pak in

advocate as  she

became immersed in
issues concerning the neighborhood.
In the 1970s, she helped save Chinatown's Chinese
Hospital, an underfunded medical center for
Cantonese-speaking poor. A few years ago, she took

A hale and hearty Rose
October 2012.

over efforts to raise more than $100 million to rebuild
the facility.
"I don't know if I'm the best person, but someone had
to do it," she said, according to the newspaper.
Pak was such an institution that 300 people, including
Lt. Gov. and former San Francisco Mayor Gavin
Newsom, were on hand in May at San Francisco's
airport to greet her when she returned from China.
She told the crowd that her doctor said she could live
another 40 years.
Pak said she only needed 15, including 10 to rebuild a
housing complex in Chinatown and five "to get even
with the people who wished me dead."
The Board of Supervisors has renamed the alley
adjacent to Chinese Hospital: It’s now Rose Pak Way.
It’s a fitting move. Over the years, Rose has led the
charge and the fundraising for the hospital, shaking
down half the town in the process.
The renaming was the idea of Supervisor Aaron Peskin,
a onetime friend, then foe, then friend again whom Pak
helped elect to the Board of Supervisors last year.
Related
Rose Pak

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Early life
Pak was bormn in
Hunan, China in 1947
or 1948 and received
a Catholic education
while growing up as a
refugee in Macau and
Hong Kong after her
father, a businessman,
had died in the Chinese
Civil War. When she
was 17, she received A young Rose Pak in Macau:
a scholarship to attend “I was very active and very
the San Francisco "2U9NY”
College for Women,
and in 1972 earned a master degree at the Columbia
School of Journalism. After a brief stint at The New
York Times, she returned to San Francisco to work for
the San Francisco Chronicle (as its first female Asian
American journalist), a job that she left after eight
years to become a full-time social activist.
Political career
Pak's first objective as an activist was to organize a
campaign to save the San Francisco Chinese Hospital
from closure.Later she worked for decades to advocate
for its replacement by a new, modern building, and
for the Central Subway project that is set to improve
Chinatown's connection to the rest of the Bay Area.
Both projects broke ground in 2013.
Pak was a supporter of Art Agnos (the city's mayor
from 1988 to 1992), but opposed his efforts to
tear down the Embarcadero Freeway, arguing that
Chinatown would suffer catastrophic consequences if
it would lose this fast crosstown connection. She won
a ballot measure about the issue in 1987, but after the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake damaged the freeway,

her objections were overturned. According to the San
Francisco Chronicle, Pak "almost single-handedly
persuaded the city to build" the $1.5 billion Central
Subway project to compensate Chinatown for the
demolition of the freeway.

In 2011, Pak was instrumental in obtaining consensus
to nominate Edwin M. Lee as the first Asian American
mayor of San Francisco. Pak said, "This was finally
our moment to make the first Chinese mayor of a major
city."

In 2015, Rose Pak and her ally Ed Lee had a fallout
over Lee's choice of Julie Christensen as a replacement
appointment to the Board of Supervisor instead of
Pak's protege Cindy Wu. Pak went on to support her
former longtime adversary Aaron Peskin against
Christensen in the supervisor elections for District 3
(which includes Chinatown) later that year. Peskin
defeated Christensen.

Shortly before her death in 2016, Pak vehemently
opposed a project to g
permanently  convert
parts of Stockton Street
in the Union Square area
outside of Chinatown
into a pedestrian zone,
arguing that Stockton
Street was a "vital link"
for Chinatown, and

threatening to Organize From left, Mayor Ed Lee, Rose
Pak, Academy of Art University

a blockade of Clty Hall President Elisa Stephens, City
by thousands of vehicles Attorney Dennis Herrera and

if the idea came to pass. Supervisor Aaron Peskin pose

for a photo at San Francisco
In May 2016, Pak International  Airport  after

returned to San welcoming Pak back into
Francisco  after  an the country after a trip to

extended medical stay Ching. (Jessica Christian/S.F.
in China where she BX@MNeN

had received a kidney transplant, announcing to a
welcoming committee of Chinatown elders, local
politicians and city officials that her health had been
restored. Shortly beforehand, on occasion of the
reopening of the Chinese hospital at the end of April
2016, the city had renamed a Chinatown alleyway in
her honor to "Rose Pak's Way Rl iE".[5] She died

in San Francisco on September 18, 2016, aged 68. She
was single all of her life, and had no children.
Political ties to the People's Republic of China
Pak was an overseas executive director of the
China Overseas Exchange Association (COEA), an
organization overseen by the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Office (OCAO) of the State Council of the People's
Republic of China. At various times she spoke out
in favor of the Chinese government's views, e.g. in
2012 calling all "overseas === —
Chinese" to "defend the ﬂ% b 3 i
homeland” in the conflict
about the Diaoyu Islands, | ﬂ":r‘: «ﬁ.. o
DRy S M, (ERIYSE, ek
and in 2008 opposing | =z
a resolution of the SF
Board of  Supervisors
that criticized China for
the Tiananmen

frede )

~ : i m&
Rose Pak was an overseas
executive director of the
Square China Overseas Exchange
other Association (COEA). On

massacre and
repression measures September 22, 2013, the
p > fifth Chinese Overseas

passed on occasion of the Exchange Association
Beijing Summer Olympics (COEA) General Meeting

torch relay reaching San Was held in the great hall
of the people. More than

Francisco. . 400 overseas Chinesse
Rose Pak was critical of celebrities from over 80

the Falun Gong movement countries and regions in
in San Francisco and, in five continents as well
as the leaders of related
2004, banned the group gomestic department
from participating in the attended the meeting.
city's annual Chinese New During the meeting, Leoch
, d h chairman, Mr. Dong Li was
Year's Para .e. T ? group gjected as the director of
and others, including San fifth council of COEA.
Francisco Supervisor Chris
Daly, subsequently alleged that Pak had connections to
the Chinese Communist Party. Pak consistently denied
any ties with Beijing. In an August 2011 interview with
the New Tang Dynasty Television and Epoch Times,
former San Francisco Board of Supervisors President
Aaron Peskin made similar allegations, claiming that
Pak was "the real leader of San Francisco", and that
she represented outside governmental interests that
"include the People's Republic of China." (Courtesy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose Pak)
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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