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| John T. Robbins, Editor

ASEAN Summit Opens In Laos--
Will Tackle Trade, Human Rights,
South China Sea Disputes

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

VIENTIANE, Laos - The 28th and 29th Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summits began
on Tuesday in Laos, and leaders from the 10 bloc
members will gather for three days, joined by ASEAN

dialogue partners, including China, Japan, South
Korea, Australia, India, Russia, and the U.S.
According to reports, the theme for 2016 is “Turning
vision into reality for a dynamic ASEAN community,”
and issues facing the region are to be discussed,
with topics like South China Sea disputes, counter-
terrorism, trade and human rights on the agenda.
Bilateral talks on the sidelines of the summit are also
scheduled.

Amnesty International has urged that all restrictions
on journalists be lifted to allow coverage and free
movement.

The call came as foreign journalists arrived in Laos to
cover the summit, but were told that their articles and
broadcasts will have to be approved by a censor before
publication.

Rafendi Djamin, Amnesty International’s Director for
South East Asia and the Pacific said, “The restrictions
imposed on journalists covering the ASEAN summit
in Laos amounts to a violation of their right freedom
of expression, and the right of the public, both in Laos
and globally, to receive information. Journalists should
be able to do their job without fear, interference or
harassment.”

Further, journalists were also informed by authorities

that they may

not be allowed to
raise questions
on certain human
rights issues.

Djamin  added,
INTERNATIONAL | o zovermmen
should  restrict

the questions its officials can or cannot be asked,
especially at such a high-level summit, when the world
will be watching. Indeed, in Laos in particular it’s vital
that journalists ask the pressing questions that ordinary
people cannot ask because of the fear of reprisals.”
The summit also marks U.S. President Barack Obama’s
first visit to the landlocked nation, and makes him the
first sitting president of the U.S. to do so.

He pledged $90 million over the next three years to
address the impact caused by unexploded ordnance, in
a large scale clean-up that was a “moral obligation.”
He declared that it was time to pull America’s secret
war in Laos from under wraps, and added that he
was with them in “acknowledging the suffering and
sacrifices on all sides of that conflict.”

Obama recalled that the U.S. dropped more than two
million tons of bombs on this country during the peak
of the Vietnam War, making the country the most
heavily bombed in history, per capita.

The summit also marks Philippines President Rodrigo

Duterte’s first entry onto international stage as head of

state.

Duterte, who accepted the chairmanship for 2017
ASEAN council, said that he expects the ASEAN
summit to result in better support for regional efforts
that address terrorism and violent extremism.

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Thailand’s Prime Minister
Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha
and Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang also arrived in
Laos for the summit.

On  Modi’'s  agenda
are  maritime  security,
terrorism, economic and socio-cultural cooperation,
and bilateral talks are also scheduled.

South Korean President Park Geun-hye has pledged
to help Laos develop rural areas and industrial
infrastructure under the "Korea Aid" program.

Park said, “T hope my visit to Laos will contribute to
expanding bilateral ties in every sector. In particular,
I will expand the Korea Aid program to Laos soon.”
She added, “I look forward to discussions with
President Vorachith on how to bolster substantive,
mutually beneficial cooperation in such areas as trade,
investment, energy and development cooperation.”

In the run-up to the creation of the ASEAN Economic
Community in 2015, foreign investment into Southeast
Asia's less developed countries surged, with Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam reaping a 38 percent

merease.

However, overall FDI flows to the Association of

— Southeast Asian

( : AS EAN ‘ Nations bloc declined

}EK Economlc by 8 percent in 2015
Wi Communlty to $120 billion.
N ' Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull has been urged to raise
the issue of an Australian man being held without trial
during talks with his Singaporean counterpart Lee
Hsien Loong.

Australian citizen Zulfikar bin Mohamad Shariff was
detained under Singapore's Internal Security Act (ISA)
more than a month ago, with the move drawing flak
from human rights groups for detaining people without
trial for indefinite periods.

Singapore accused Zulfikar of embarking on a 'path
of radicalism' and propagating his message via social
media.

Loong said that ASEAN leaders should work together
to fight Zika and put the disease into proper context
for its people.

He said, “Since the recent detection of locally
transmitted cases in Singapore, we have undertaken
necessary immediate measures, for example stepping
up testing, intensifying mosquito control, expanding
public education, and advising on extra precautions for
pregnant women, and our efforts have been affirmed
by the World Health Organisation.”

He added, “We should prepare ourselves for a possibly
extended campaign against Zika while ensuring that
the region remains open and connected for business
and trade.”

Myanmar’s Aung San 4%
Suu Kyi signaled further |-
consolidation of her
leadership role with her
arrival for the summit.
Her participation
reportedly indicates |
her growmg range of Prevention Of The Spread Of
ambitious domestic and The zika Virus Is An Issue For
international initiatives The ASEAN Nations

and also marks her highest-profile international
appearance since her government was formed in April
2016.

Minister Delegate to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation, Nasser Bourita, signed the ASEAN’s

2

instruments of Morocco’s accession to the Treaty of

Amity and Cooperation (TAC).
Bourita met with Laos” Foreign Minister, Saleumxay

Kommasith, and their talks focused on bilateral and
Morocco-ASEAN relations.

Indonesia has urged stronger regional cooperation to
tackle drug trafficking through the ASEAN Seaport
Interdiction Task Force as threats of international drug
trafficking looms large.

Coordinating Political, Legal and Security Affairs
Minister Wiranto said at the ASEAN Political-Security
Community Council meeting, “Indonesia, like any
other country in the region, has experienced an increase
i illicit drug trafficking through sea routes. We have to
strengthen our joint efforts to tackle the issue.”

He stressed that transnational efforts to constrain drug
networks were necessary.

The leaders are set to avoid references to an
international ruling that downplayed China’s claims to
the majority of the South China Sea, after its omission
from a joint statement.

The statement has a list of eight points related to the
South China Sea, but made no mention of the high-
profile July ruling by —
the Permanent Court %,
of Arbitration. 5
The decision to
exclude reference is
seen as a diplomatic
victory for China, Nk Y
which refused MR
to recognise the e A
case filed by the _u'} ' R S
Phlhppm.es. Dlsputed South China Sea
Meanwl.nlej the Territory
International

Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) is looking
to strengthen its presence in ASEAN while holding
back expansion in the Philippines.

Christian Gonzalez, ICTSI head for Asia-Pacific & the
Subcontinent said that the company proposed to the
Brunei government that it be allowed to enter a long-
term contract of about 20 years for its operations in
Negara.

Gonzalez said, “We are proposing the expansion
of scope, expansion of areas in Indonesia where we
operate in Jakarta and Makassar. The way it works
in Indonesia is that it has a national port operator
which gets the concession from the port authority. The
national port operator then subcontracts the operations
to private local and foreign firms.” (Courtesy http:/
www.chinanationalnews.com)

Ties That Bind

Houston And Shenzhen On Path To
Celebrate 30 Years As Sister Cities

By Guest Writer Peter Heyne
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Cities across the world often form partnerships
with one another to boost trade, people-to-people
diplomacy, and cultural and scientific exchanges. These
partnerships, organized as “sister cities,” are made up
of ordinary citizens from private businesses, civic
organizations, nonprofits, and municipal governments.
Many cities have more than one sister city. The City of
Houston, in fact, has some 18 sister cities. They include
such far flung destinations as Baku, Azerbaijan, Nice,
France, and Perth, Australia. One of Houston’s most
enduring relationships is with Shenzhen, China, a
city like Houston that has enjoyed long periods of
economic good times.

The City Of Shenzen,

Shenzhen was once a poor village surrounded by rice
paddies on the Pearl River next door to Hong Kong. In
1979, then Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping designated
it as the country’s first special economic zone for
market-driven experimentation. Growth exploded and
has continued almost ever since. Today, Shenzhen is
an industrial center with dazzling architecture and a

~ population now
far greater than
that of Houston,
Dallas, and
San Antonio
combined. It’s
also considered
China’s  Silicon

Valley.
Shenzhen’s DJI builds the world’s most T, 1986, a
advanced civilian drones. Here, in the Houst
company’s showroom, a sales woman OUSION-
points out features of one of the newest Shenzhen Sister

models. Cities program

took shape and
trade, cultural, = = .
educational,

and medical
exchanges became
a regular feature
of the two cities.
At present,

the Houston-
Shenzhen Sister

Bl % ™A

Delegates with the Houston-
Shenzhen Sister Association talk

thy.ASS(')cmtlon with Great Wall’s Yu Jiyong about
Opelat.es i business prospects in the Bayou
coordination City. To his right is Audrey Duan. To

his left, Patrick Duan, Peter Heyne,

with the Mayor’s ;
and David Ng.

office and is led
by newly elected
president Jim Olive, an international corporate and
environmental photographer.

During December of last year, Olive led a delegation
of eight Houstonians to Shenzhen to participate in
the city’s “Culture & Arts Week”

6,000 members, would like to promote trade with
Houston.

Delegates toured two other remarkable companies. One
was DI, the world’s foremost civilian drone company,
with products used by amateurs and professionals for
aerial photography, 3-D mapping of landscapes, nature
protection, farming, and search and rescue.

The other company delegates visited was Artron, an
international printing company widely acclaimed
as publisher of the “world’s most beautiful books.”
By sheer coincidence, Kevin Black’s book, Raising
a Hand, photographs of over 200 rock and country
singers, was being published there during the tour.
The book’s purpose is to raise research funds for Rett
Syndrome, a devastating childhood disorder.

“The trip to Shenzhen by the Houston delegation was a
success,” Olive said. “We made many new friends with
our sister city partner and strengthened the possibility
for future economic opportunities.”

What will the Houston-Shenzhen Sister Association do

Houston «Shenzhen
Sister City Association

o

in Houston to celebrate its 30th anniversary? “Based
on the stunning show of international artists we saw
in Shenzhen, we’ve got our work cut out for us,”
Olive said. “Initially, we’re considering a scholarship
program whereby students both in Houston and
Shenzhen will compete to win language and culture
scholarships to study in each other’s cities.” Other
activities are under consideration.

The Association is eagerly looking for new members.
If you’re interested in China and strengthening the ties
between Shenzhen and Houston, contact membership
committee chairman Patrick Duan at patduan@gmail.
com or president Jim Olive at jim2stockyard@gmail.
com

celebrating Shenzhen’s many sister

cities around the world. Performing 1A
in the Shenzhen Concert Hall, |¥;§g:2:|ﬂ°;::[
singers, dancers, stringed quartets, i ,em\}

Taekwondo performers, and other
artists came from far away Haifa,
Israel; Irkutsk, Russia; FEupen,
Belgium;  Nuremberg, Germany;
Busan, Korea, among the cities.
Talented singer and songwriter
Kevin Black from Texas performed
on behalf of the Houston contingent.
While in Shenzhen, Olive and
delegates also met with Shenzhen
Vice Mayor Madame Wu and several
business leaders, including: Yu
Jiyong, vice president of Great Wall
Computers, which manufactures
power supplies for leading PC
makers; Chang Shaomin, president
of CIMC, which builds passenger
boarding ramps for airports; and
Lizong Wang, founder and chairman
of the Guangdong High-Tech
Chamber of Commerce, which, with

11110 Bellaire

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
@.V Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

ITC PARTNERS

201 Pinoy Houston TV Howdy Philippines
202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
203 Graduate Medical Education Davelopment
205 Globalization Accelertor VISIO Group LLC
V Lam Property-2, Inc.
206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
207 Guyanese American Chamber of Commerce
208 Conference Room
209/210 Texas Tech University — TTUISD {4 ] 3z 3 T A8
210A Lucy O'Hara Massage School
210B Congressman Al Green Office
211 Hon. Consul General Gezahgan Kebede, President of ITC
212 The Entrepreneurs Network
213 National Black Business Alliance

Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

[ESOUMLA TEXAS

BusingssSummit  Business

215 Energy Resources Tools and Services
216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
217 Alief Community Association
218A Aguaworld Systems
218B MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
219 International Press Club
220 Philippines American Chamber of Commerce

LPR Investments
221 Chinese Chamber of Commerce / Chennault Foundation
222 Houston International Trade Development Council
229/230 United Nations Association
231-233 Law Offices of James X Shu & Associates
235 Diversity Political Coalitian

Houston Minority Press Club

CHINA

Summit
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