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John T. Robbins, Editor

X1 Urges Enhanced Capacity To Fight Disaster
At Anniversary Of Tangshan Quake

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

TANGSHAN, Hebei, July 28 (Xinhua) -- On the 40th
anniversary of the Tangshan earthquake, President
Xi Jinping said the country's disaster prevention,
reduction and relief capabilities should be improved.
Xi made the remarks on Thursday during an inspection
tour of Tangshan in north China, where he visited a
memorial, leaving flowers and paying his respects to
all who died in the devastating earthquake.

The 7.8-magnitude quake struck the city of Tangshan
in Hebei Province on July 28, 1976, killing more than
240,000 people and destroying virtually all buildings.
China has suffered some of the world's worst natural
disasters, which are diverse, frequent, hit many parts of
the country and cause severe damage, Xi said during a
meeting with provincial and city officials.

Despite notable improvements to China's disaster relief
system, there is still room for improvement, Xi said.
China must further improve its overall disaster
relief ability in view of the frequent natural disasters
it experiences, which often cause great damage,
President Xi Jinping said on Thursday.

Wiarning that the country is entering a critical stage in
flood control and relief, Xi
underscored that the lives
and safety of the public
| were the government's top
| priorities.

The military and civilian
I sectors will work closely
to respond to emergencies,
try their best to ensure
the safety of people and
atthe city's paraplegic  reinforce large reservoirs,
rehabilitation center in  he said.

Tangshan, north China's  Xj promised that the

Hebei Province, July 28, .
2016. (XinhualXie Huanchi) 90Vernment will spare no

Chinese President Xi
Jinping (R front), talks
with a paraplegic patient

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and

chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC), visits a memorial to leave flowers and pay his respect to all those who
died in the devastating earthquake and heroes sacrificed in the earthquake relief work at Tangshan Earthquake Memorial
Park in Tangshan, north China's Hebei Province, July 28, 2016. (Xinhua/Lan Hongguang)

effort in searching for the missing, treating the injured
and taking care of the deceased.

After mourning victims of the earthquake in Tangshan,
Hebei province, that claimed more than 240,000 lives
40 years ago, Xi said disaster relief is a matter of life
and death as well as social stability.

It can also determine if governments are sufficiently
competent, he said.

Authorities need to know how to handle multiple
natural disaster relief work, rather than just one
incident, and gradually shift their focus from disaster
relief to prevention, he said.

Xi also called for the enforcement of an early warning
system for natural disasters and for efforts to ensure
that buildings in urban areas, houses in rural areas and
infrastructure can resist different kinds of disasters.
He placed flower baskets in front of walls bearing
victims' names at Tangshan Earthquake Memorial Park

to honor them and rescuers who lost their lives in one
of the most destructive earthquakes in history on July
28, 1976.

Xi bowed three times to pay his respects while people
gathered at the park, which opened
to the public in 2008, to mourn loved &
ones.

Official figures put the death toll at - g
242,769 with 164,000 injured after
a magnitude-7.8 earthquake hit the
city at about 4 am when most people
were asleep. Tangshan had an urban
population of about 1 million before
the quake, which left 3,817 people
paralyzed.

Xi visited a clinic for paralyzed
patients in Tangshan in the afternoon
and met Gao Zhihong, who has been

President Xi Jinping visits survivors
of the 1976 Tangshan earthquake
at a nursing home in Tangshan,
Hebei province, on Thursday. The
magnitude-7.8 earthquake killed more
than 240,000 people.[Photo/Xinhua]

receiving treatment there.

"I was delighted and extremely excited to meet
President Xi, but strangely | was not nervous. It was
like seeing a family friend - he is such a kind and
gentle man. He asked us many questions, like what we
were doing for a living before the quake and how our
lives were now," said Gao, 65.

Gao's hushand, Yang Yufang, wrote a novel and poems
to share his experience of surviving the quake. Yang
presented Xi with two newly published books as gifts.
Gao added, "If the government had deserted us, |
would have been dead long ago."

LEGACY OF TANGSHAN

"An earthquake destroyed this city 40 years ago, but it
didn't destroy the will of the people of Tangshan or the
soldiers and civilians across the country," Xi said in the
Tangshan Earthquake Memorial Park.

Xi hailed the people of Tangshan for their selflessness,
unity, resilience and hard work following the
earthquake, stressing that these qualities are exactly
what the country needs to build a "moderately
prosperous society in all respects and realize the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation".

While visiting the city's paraplegic
rehabilitation center, Xi voiced his
admiration for a couple who were
" both patients and now actively
participate in community work and
write poems and novels.

Xi encouraged patients at the
center to value life and health and
strive to make their lives splendid,
while lauding the medical workers'
thorough and meticulous services.
(Courtesy  news.xinhuanet.com/
english)

Officials Agreed To Uphold The “One Country, Two Systems” Principle

Beijing And Hong Kong Officials Agree On Detention
Notification System Based On Respect

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Hong Kong and Beijing officials agreed to uphold the “one
country, two systems” principle, each other’s laws and
constitutions, and human rights, as they resumed talks in
Shenzhen last Thursday on improving the mechanism for
reporting the detention of residents across jurisdictions.

Hong Kong and Beijing officials agreed to uphold the
“one country, two systems” principle, each other’s
laws and constitutions, and human rights, as they
resumed talks in Shenzhen on Thursday on improving
the mechanism for reporting the detention of residents
across jurisdictions.

After the meeting, Guangdong provincial authorities
extradited a murder suspect wanted in Hong Kong.

It was the second round of talks after city officials first
visited the capital on July 5 to secure a provisional
agreement to improve the cross-border notification
system, prompted by the public outcry over the
detention of five Hong Kong booksellers without the

local government being informed.

Secretary for Security Lai Tung-kwok led the Hong
Kong delegation, including senior police, immigration
and customs officials, while the mainland side was
headed by Vice-Minister of Public Security Chen
Zhimin.

Hong Kong officials to resume
talks with mainland on detention |
notification system s €
In  brief remarks before the §
meeting was held behind closed
doors, Chen revealed that both |
sides had agreed to write new
content into the text of the
notification ~mechanism  after
the first round of talks, and had
“reached a consensus” on its scope
and communication channels.
“We discussed the mechanism ... under the principle of
one country, two systems, as well as that understanding
that the legal rights of residents in both places should
be protected,” Chen said.

The official Xinhua news agency reported that the
mechanism would include language on “adhering to
the “one country two systems’ principle, according to
the [Chinese] Constitution, the Basic Law and other
laws adopted by the two sides, and upholding the
principles of acting lawfully, seeking common ground

The Hong Kong delegation arrives for the
meeting with mainland officials.
(Photo/SCMP)

while reserving differences, mutual benefits, and
protecting human rights”.
The scope of the content, time requirement and

notification channels would be “modified and

improved”, Xinhua said, citing a statement released
after the talks.

Both  sides also promised
“concerted efforts to make the
notification mechanism more
standardised, smooth, transparent
and convenient to better protect
the interests of residents on both
sides, deal with cross-border
crimes, and maintain long-
lasting prosperity and stability of
the mainland and Hong Kong”,
Xinhua reported.

Leung  Chun-ying  confirms
Beijing talks over notification mechanism for
Hongkongers detained in China

The meeting was followed by the handing over of Kit
Kwun-kwok, previously identified as Jie Guangguo, to
Hong Kong police at the Lok Ma Chau checkpoint. He
is accused of attacking Yiu Chik-chuen, 71, the owner
of a money changer in Tai Po, with a box cutter on
March 14.

There is no extradition treaty between Hong Kong
and the mainland, but authorities across the border

have in
the past
voluntarily
delivered
to Hong
Kong
numerous
fugitives
who had
committed
crimes in
the city.
They
included the two suspects wanted over the chopper
attack on former Ming Pao chief editor Kevin Lau
Chun-to in 2014.

“Police of the two places will continue to step up
policing co-operation and exchange of intelligence to
combat crimes effectively and safeguard the law and
order of Hong Kong and Guangdong,” Police Director
of Crime and Security Sonny Au Chi-kwong said.

Kit was taken to the scene of the crime for a re-
enactment on Thursday and will face trial in Hong
Kong over the murder case.

Hong Kong has never surrendered fugitives to the
mainland.  (Courtesy — www.scmp.com/news/hong-
kong/politics/article)

Hong Kong Security Secretary Lai Tung-
kwok (third from left) leads a delegation to
Shenzhen to discuss ways to improve the
notification mechanism over cross-border
arrests. (Photo/SCMP)
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Sherry Lee,Agent

EW -4 5] L. 9:30AM-6:00P
AL 9] X 10:00AM-4:00PM

AP fRER IR
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jason@allrisc.com HARTFORD

Email: christine@allrisc.com
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Jasmine Peng, D.D.S., M.S.D. A & W ET, SR, TR
Specialist in Orthodontics
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