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John T. Robbins, Editor

U.S. Praises Confidence-Building
Measures With Chinese Military

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. National Security Adviser Susan Rice (L) shakes hands
with Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi as she arrives for
a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing,
China, July 25, 2016.(Photo/Reuters)

The U.S. and Chinese militaries have reduced the
risk of encounters between them having "unintended
consequences”, a top U.S. official said on Monday,
while China reiterated it would not accept interference
in the South China Sea.

There have been a series of incidents in recent years,
most in the disputed South China Sea, where the

United States has accused Chinese military ships and
aircraft of coming dangerously close to U.S. forces.
Visiting U.S. National Security Adviser Susan Rice
said confidence-building measures had reduced risks
and the United States valued progress in improving
military-to-military ties.

"Our military leaders communicate more frequently
and more directly than ever before in the past," Rice said
in a meeting with a vice chairman of China's powerful
Central Military Commission, Fan Changlong.

"While our forces operate in closer proximity to each
other, the risk of unintended consequences has gone
down thanks to the confidence-
building measures that our two sides
have put in place."

The United States and China have
increasingly been at odds over
China's claims to most of the South
China Sea, a waterway through
which $5 ftrillion of trade moves [
annually, where the United States
has sought to assert its right to

L U.S. Naval Ships In The South China
freedom of navigation. Sea

China has stepped up its rhetoric in defense of its
claims since an international court ruled this month
that China did not have historic rights to the waters,
raising concern that China would assert its position
more forcefully.

There have been two close contacts between the
two militaries since last month alone, with the U.S.
accusing China of shadowing an aircraft carrier in
the South China Sea and of unsafely intercepting
a spy plane in the East China Sea, where China has
competing territorial claims with Japan.

China said it was conducting routine operations in line
with laws and rules.

Fan also emphasized the need
to  deepen  military-to-military
relations with the United States
to "avoid misunderstanding and
miscalculation".

But he also dismissed any notion that
China would bow to pressure when
it came to protecting its national
sovereignty in the South China Sea.
"The Chinese people will not yield

to outside pressure," he said, the defense ministry said
in a statement after the meeting.

Fan said relations between their militaries faced
"obstacles and challenges", which, if not properly
handled, would "disturb and undermine" progress.

He said the deployment of an anti-missile system in
South Korea would impact mutual trust. The United
States is deploying the system in South Korea to
protect it from North Korea. (Courtesy www.reuters.
com/article)
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French Embassy In Beijing Issues Fewer Visas In Wake Of Terror Attacks

Chinese Tourists Avoiding Western Europe
As Holiday Destinations

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A string of terrorist attacks in Europe has dampened
interest in the continent among mainland Chinese
tourists, a fast-growing segment of the travel industry.
The number of mainland tourists travelling to Europe
was up 32 per cent to 4.78 million in 2015, with
growth strongest among those heading to Germany
and France.
But that was before the terrorist attacks on November
13 when at least 130 people were killed and many
more wounded.
Since then, Chinese interest in France has been on the
wane.
France issued just 320,000 visas in China in the first
six months of this year, a drop of 15 per cent from the
same time last year, according to the French embassy
in Beijing.
Even more Chinese tourists will be deterred from
once must-see destinations by the killings in Nice, the
Munich shooting last week and the knife attack in a
Normandy church, accordlng to analysts and travel
' f agents.
Chinese
police join
Italian
officers to
patrol tourist
hotspots in
Rome and

Milan Ctrip.com,
China’s major
online travel
agency, said
more travelers
were shifting
their sights to
other parts of the
continent.
“Since the terrorist
attack [in Paris]
last year, many
tourists have
looked to Eastern
European routes such as Hungary and the Czech
Republic or Northern European countries such as
Finland and Sweden,” Ctrip.com said.
Partly as a result, tour packages to France were now
1,000 yuan to 2,000 yuan cheaper, Ctrip said.
“Since the terrorist attack [in
Paris] last year, many tourists have
looked to Eastern European routes
such as Hungary and the Czech Republic.”

A manager with another big online travel agency said
turnover at his business for European routes doubled in
2015 but had since ground to a halt.
He said his firm’s overall business was fine because it
offered trips to 150 countries but the terrorist attacks

could kill off
smaller agencies
specializing in
Europe.

That’s because the
repeated outbreaks
of violence

have shaken the
confidence of
many Chinese
tourists.

Qin Danfeng,

an office worker
from Shenzhen,
said she would have cancelled her trip to Germany if
she could have got a refund on her bookings.

She said that while in Germany anxieties about the trip
took some of the shine off the holiday.

“My parents told me not to talk to strangers and they
chatted to me on WeChat every day to make sure that
| am safe,” Qin aid.

Dropping pound, more favourable visas will
spark rise in Chinese tourist numbers to UK.
Sun Huili, a Shanghai primary school teacher who
returned home on Sunday from her 10-day visit to the
Czech Republic and Austria, said she went to France,
Italy and Switzerland last summer with 10 of her
friends, but only one wanted to set foot with her in
Europe this year.

“They said
they were
concerned
about their
safety because §
SO many
terrorist attacks
have happened §
in recent :
months,” she
said. “Some
of them didn’t
go anywhere =~ RS .

this summer, and some chose other destlnatlons like
Australia.”

Last year a record 120 million mainlanders headed
overseas, with the number going to Germany up 70
per cent, Italy 41 per cent and France 48 per cent,
according to Neil Wang, greater China president of
consulting firm Frost & Sullivan.

But that momentum is reversing rapidly.

“As aresult of the series of terror attacks in France, we
expect that there will be a dramatic slide in mainland
tourists there this year,” he said.

But thanks to Brexit and the fall in value of the pound,
the number of mainland tourists heading to Britain is
expected to be up by half this year, propelling it ahead
of France and Italy, Wang said. (Courtesy http://www.
scmp.com/news/china)
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