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John T. Robbins, Editor

Former Philippine Leader Fidel Ramos May Go to Beijing For Talks

China And The Philippines Set
For Talks After Tribunal Ruling

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

the South China Sea dealt
a blow to Beijing’s claims
to the contested waters,

according to mainland
analysts.
-, Beijing has vigorously

denounced the tribunal’s
decision and stressed that
the dispute should be
resolved through dialogue,
while also calling on
parties to refrain from
provocation.

In the Philippines, newly
installed President Rodrigo

P Duterte said on Thursday

A fish farm off Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. The Permanent o hoped to send former

Court of Arbitration in The Hague ruled last Tuesday that China’s “nine-dash” line did not .

give it historic rights to the contested waters. (Photo/Xinhua) Iea_q?r Fldel_ . Ramos to
Beijing to initiate talks,

insisting that war was not an option.
Ramos has yet to accept the offer, but foreign ministry

China and the Philippines will seek to prevent tension
from escalating after an international tribunal ruling on

spokesman Lu Kang said he ry
welcomed the suggestion, | -
adding “the door to settling
the issue through dialogue and
negotiation has never been
closed”.

The Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague
ruled on Tuesday that China’s
“nine-dash” line did not give
it historic rights to the waters.

summit in Beijing in 2014,
and again at the following one
in Manila last year.

¢ China Foreign Affairs
University professor Su

% Hao said that even if Ramos

¥ declined to act as envoy,
Manila would try to send
someone else. “But the

tensions first before finding

Beijing refused to take part in Philippine President Rodrlgo Duterte wants to send go|ytions to the South

i i former leader Fidel Ramos (pictured) to Beijing to
the case, arguing the dispute initiate talks. Photo: Xinhua

involved sovereignty and the

court had no jurisdiction.

A meeting between Ramos and officials in Beijing
would mark a dramatic improvement in bilateral ties.
There has been little high-level contact between the
two sides since Manila filed the case in 2013, although
previous leader had a brief discussion with President
Xi Jinping at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

China Sea dispute,” Su said.
Discussions about China
helping the Philippines to build a high-speed rail, a
project Duterte wants, could begin “any time”, he
said. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is
holding a meeting of foreign ministers in Vientiane,
Laos, next week, and the two sides could talk about
the ruling then, he said. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/
news/china/diplomacy-defence)

China Set To Promote ‘Smart Medicine’

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese people will no longer have to stand in long would allow them to
queues or deal with scalpers while making a doctor’s  improve on their skills
appointment as the country is trying to phase our on- and  knowledge, the
site registration and widely adopt online services. document says.
The “smart medicine” guideline includes a mobile app, In light of the new
long-distance medical system, and cloud services. guideline, many hospitals
The idea was pushed forward in a new guideline in China are already
released by the State Council on Friday, aiming to  guiding people to use the
establish a standardized, sharable and mutually trusted ~ “Internet + Medicine”
medical system. services. Self-service
Earlier this week, Beijing Stomatological Hospital registration and paying
officially replaced its on-site registration counters with ~ machines, as well as self- |
online registration. More than 20 other hospitals in the ~ service printers for testing
capital are also going to introduce the online service by  transcripts have been put !
the end of this year. into operation. This allows

S T— people to swipe their ID
or medical cards to clalm
their registration number
or test reports. The service, many say, helps save time
and the hassles that are associated with hospital visits.
(Courtesy www.facebook.com/cctvnewschina)
Related

China Betting On Telemedicine To Solve Its

Healthcare Woes

=¥ With an increasing
number of Chinese
, having access to
. the Internet —
approximately 700
million people are
'3 connected to the
| web — more people

are now using online
registration for hospital visits. The new guideline not

There are around

only continues to encourage the development of online 847 million
medical inquiries but also popularize mobile payment  mobile phones
at hospitals. in China as of
The guideline also sketches e-services that would 2015, according
compile patients’ health records in a cloud system, to market

making it easier for doctors access the records despite
the distance.

The “Internet + Medicine” service will not only make
tele-diagnoses and tele-imaging feasible, but also help
foster cooperation between hospitals and local clinics
as all diagnosing results would be archived and shared
on this platform.

intelligence firm
IDC. The average
Chinese person
spends about
three hours on
their smartphone
daily and about
83% of Chinese
Internet users

The guideline also
states the need of a

cloud platform for access the web

medical education via a mobile

that would provide phone.

a wide range of What’s more is that a majority (54%) of doctors in
learning  resources  China are currently on social media sites like Weibo
to medical  and WeChat.

professionals. This  Clearly, the conditions and much of the necessary

o infrastructure for
web-based healthcare
collaboration, or
telemedicine,  already

exists in China.
Now, it’s a matter of
application to see if
telemedicine can meet
the demands of China’s
emerging middle class
and fix some of its
longstanding healthcare
Woes.
How it works
Florian Then, a partner at
: McKinsey & Company,
~—~ says that telemedicine has
the potential to correct
a number of issues in the Chinese healthcare system,
many of which stem from a deep well of mistrust
between the Chinese people and their government and
its institutions, which include healthcare prowders
Consider the

b
overcrowding that kv Mo
plagues urban & :
hospitals. ~ Rural | \

patients tend to
commute to major
cities like Beijing | .
and Shanghai for

treatment  rather % ‘
than go to local

clinics, which people perceive as unreliable. Urban
hospitals “look like train stations in India” says Then,
while rural clinics stand nearly empty.

Then says that rural institutions would gain the
legitimacy they’re currently lacking if they were
“telemedically supported” by recognized urban
institutions. Furthermore, this could shift Chinese
healthcare from reactionary to preventative, as
rural patients would enter the health system and get
treatment significantly earlier — before they wind up at
city hospitals with more advanced medical problems.
To be clear, urban doctors would not directly treat rural
patients in the current telemedicine model. Rather, they
would support their rural colleagues in treatment and

Dr. Alan Shatzel is displayed on the monitor RP-VITA robot
at Mercy San Juan Hospital in Carmichael, Calif. (AP Photo)

diagnosis via email, phone and video conferencing.
“The way the telemedicine system is set up now is
to augment resources, infrastructure in China, not to

replace physician-to-patient care,” says Tad Ferris, a
partner at Foley & Lardner LLP who specializes in
Chinese telemedicine regulation.

Another promising application of telemedicine is its
educational potential.

“It’s a very unhealthy population in terms of lifestyle
and diet,” Then says. One of every three smokers in the
world lives in China, and 300 million Chinese suffer
from high blood pressure. There’s hope that online
health education could change some of these behaviors
and thus drastically reduce chronic disease.

Then says that “one of the areas you will see the most
disruption” thanks to telemedicine is pharmaceutical
markets. Until now, generic label prescription
drugs have been much more accessible than name-
brand ones. But these generic brands are generally
unregulated. Then recalls one incident where unusually
high amounts of metal were discovered in generic pill
capsules.

E-commerce sites like Alibaba could address this
problem by offering same-day delivery of reputable
pharmaceuticals. Earlier this year the China Food
and Drug Administration approved online sales of
prescription drugs. While China hasn’t specified when
it might allow prescription medicines to be sold via the
Internet, Then says web sales should begin this year.
(Courtesy www.finance.yahoo.com/news/)
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