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John T. Robbins, Editor

China To Hold Drills In South China Sea
Ahead Of Court Ruling

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

C ppawsdansariuse S

Sunday, are scheduled to
stretch over seven days starting
Tuesday and ending July 11, the
day before the United Nations-
backed tribunal in The Hague
is expected to issue its ruling.
Beijing has repeatedly said it
will ignore the verdict despite
pressure from the U.S. and its
allies to comply.

China routinely carries out
exercises in the South China
Sea, where its territorial claims
overlap in parts with Vietnam,
the  Philippines, Malaysia,

A China Coast Guard vessel approaches Filipino fishermen off Scarborough Shoal in Brynei and Taiwan.
the South China Sea in September 2015. Photo: AP us

BEIJING—China’s military plans exercises in the
disputed South China Sea this week, adding to
tensions ahead of an international tribunal’s ruling that
is expected to challenge Beijing’s maritime claims in
the area.

The drills, announced in a brief online statement

Navy  ships  have

conducted exercises around
the South China Sea in recent weeks and on Friday
the Navy said an aircraft-carrier strike group was
operating in the sea, without saying precisely where
or how long it would stay. U.S. officials have warned
that Beijing could respond to the ruling by expanding
its recent island-building or declaring an air-defense
zone in the area.

China’s  Maritime  Safety ~ Administration, in
announcing the exercises, gave geographic coordinates
for the drills in an area running east of China’s Hainan
Island down to and including the Paracel Islands.
“Entering prohibited,” it said in English. The Paracels
are controlled by China but also claimed by Vietnam,
where government officials didn’t respond to requests
for comment.

Chinese defense ministry officials couldn’t be
reached for comment Sunday.
In a speech on Friday to mark
the 95th anniversary of the
Communist Party’s founding,
President Xi Jinping said that
China would never compromise :
on its sovereignty and was “not
afraid of trouble.”
Tensions have been rising |
ahead of a July 12 ruling by
an arbitration court hearing
the dispute between China and

A China Coast Guard ship steams in the Soth h ich
China Sea near disputed waters off Vietnam’s the energy-ricn,

China's maritime safety administration said the drills
would take place from July 5-11, and gave coordinates
for the drills that cover an area from the east of China's
Hainan island down to and including the Paracels.
Other ships are prohibited from entering those waters
during that time, it said, without further elaboration.
The Paracels are also claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan.
China has built a runway on Woody Island, the site
of the largest Chinese presence on the Paracels, and
placed surface-to-air missiles
there, according to U.S.
officials.

China says it is perfectly within
its rights to do what it wants on
the islands in the South China
Sea, saying they have been
Chinese territory since ancient
times.

About $5 trillion in ship-borne
= trade passes every year though
strategic

the Philippines over the South central coast in 2014. On Sunday China’s military Waters of the South China
China Sea in the Dutch city of said it would hold seven days of exercises in the Sea, (Courtesy www.wsj.com/

The Hague.
In a brief online statement,

South China Sea ending July 11. Photo: Hoang
Dinh Nam/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images
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Arbitrary Detention: UN Expert Group Releases 22 Opinions From 17 Countries

United Nations Human Rights Body Rules On
The Detention In China Of Sandy Phan-Gillis

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Excerpts From The United Nations Human Rights Body's Decision On
Sandy Phan-Gillis's Case

¢ A\ UNITED NATIONS
yy HUMAN RIGHTS

S=7<= OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

GENEVA (29 June 2016) — The United Nations
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention released today
22 Opinions concerning 101 individuals in detention in
17 countries. The Opinions were adopted by the expert
group during its last session held in Geneva from 18 to
27 April 2016.

The Working Group has a mandate to investigate
allegations of individuals being deprived of their liberty
in an arbitrary way or inconsistently with international
human rights standards, and to recommend remedies
such as release from detention and compensation,
when appropriate.

The individuals deprived of liberty subject to these
Opinions included and opinion on the case of
Houston, Texas resident Sandy Phan-Gillis who
has been detained in China since March 19, 2015.
The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
under the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights has issued an opinion on the case of
Sandy Phan-Gillis, wherein she has been charged
for allegedly spying and stealing state secrets
of China.

In the opinion of the UN Working Group, Sandy's
detention has been arbitrary.

Portions of the report are shown below along with
the United Nations Human Rights Body's decision
on Sandy Phan-Gillis's case. An advanced unedited
version of the opinion on Sandy Phan-Gillis's case
and the opinions on 21 others can be found here:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Detention/Pages/
Opinions2016.aspx.

Human Rights Council
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention at its seventy-fifth session,

18-27 April 2016

Opinion No. 12/2016 concerning Phan (Sandy) Phan-Gillis

(People’s Republic of)

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established in resolution 1991/42 of
the Commission on Human Rights, which extended and clarified the Working Group’s
mandate in its resolution 1997/50. The Human Rights Council assumed the mandate in 1ts
decision 1/102 and extended it for a three-year period in its resolution 15/18 of 30
September 2010. The mandate was extended for a further three years in resolution 24/7 of

26 September 2013,

2. In accordance with its methods ol work (A/JTIRC/30/69), on 27 January 2016 the
Working Group (ransmitled a communication to the Government ol People’s Republic of

Sandy Phan-Gillis (C) Was A Tireless Worker For Positive Relations Between The U.S. And China.

From left to right: Gerardo J. Peruchini -- Chief of Staff for Mayor Pro-Tem Ed Gonzalez, Vincent Chau --
with Houston Trade Center, Sandy Phan-Gillis -- Executive President of AATPA and President with Houston Shenzhen

Sister City Association, and Gary Ge -- President with AATPA.
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220 LPR Investments
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Communication from the source

her usual residence.

produced.

China concerning Phan (Sandy) Phan-Gillis. The reply was received on 13 April 2016
while the deadline has expired on 28 March 2016. The State is nol a parly (o the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

3 I'he Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following

(a) When 1t is clearly impossible to mvoke any legal basis justifying the
deprivation of liberty (as when a person is kept in detention after the completion of his
sentence or despite an amnesty law applicable to him) (category 1);

4. Ms. Phan (Sandy) Phan-Gillis (hereinafter Ms. Phan-Gillis), born on April 8, 1960,
is a national of the United States of America (Passport No. 505639428 issued on May 16,
2014). She 15 an mternational business consultant and the President of the Houston
Shenzhen Sister City Association at the Mayor’s International Trade and Development
Council, located in Houston, Texas, United States of America — winch 1s also the place of

5. According to the source, on March 19, 2015 Ms. Phan-Gillis was stopped for
questioning 1 Zhuhai, Guangdong Province, China, at the mternational border crossing
mto Macau. Forces that have carned the arrest are claimed to be the Nanmng State Security
Bureau of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, China’s Mimstry of State Security.

6. The source alleges that contrary to the procedure provided for m the People’s
Republic of China Crimunal Procedure Law, the family of Ms. Phan-Gillis never received
notice of her detention from authorities, and that they were informed that she had been
arrested 12 days later by the United States Consulate in Guangzhou. It is alleged that the
arrest warrant for the initial detention of Ms. Phan-Gillis was never provided to her family
despite repeated requests. It 1s therefore not known whether an arrest warrant was ever

7. The source nforms that since March 20, 2015 Ms. Phan-Gillis was held under
residential surveillance in a designated/undisclosed location and that, six months later, on

September 20, 2015, she was moved to Nanming Detention Center No.

2, a facility located

m Nanming, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, China. According to the source, in

Nanning Detention Center No. 2, Ms.
confinement, but currently has a cellmate.
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the proper handles:

Twitter: @UNHumanRights
Facebook: unitednationshumanrights
Instagram: unitednationshumanrights
Google+: unitednationshumanrights

 "Build

Phan-Gillis was mtially placed i solitary

23.  Inthe light of the foregoing, the Working Group renders the following opinion:

The deprivation of liberty of Ms. Phan-Gillis has been arbitrary, being in
contravention articles 9 and 10 of the UDHR and principles 4. 11, 17, 18, and 37 of
the Body of Principles; it falls within categories I and I1I of the categories applicable
to the consideration of the cases submitted to the Working Group.

24, Consequent upon the opinion rendered, the Working Group requests the
Government to take the necessary steps to remedy the situation of Ms. Phan-Gillis and
bring 1t into conformuty with the standards and principles set forth in the UDHR and the

For a copy of the complete report and opinion released by the The United Nations Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention on the case of Sandy Phan Gillis, go to the following link:
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session75/Opinion_2016_12_China.pdf
For additional UN news websites and social media: Multimedia content & key messages relating to our
news releases are available on UN Human Rights social media channels, listed below. Please tag us using

Youtube: unohchr - See more at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?New
sID=20206&LangID=E#sthash.KeciETGq.dpuf

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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