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June 23, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

SPECIALREPORT

Human Rights In China

China Reviews 2012-2015 Human Rights Progress And Pledges Greater Effort
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Last Tuesday, China's central government released a report reviewing
China's human rights progress from 2012 to 2015, accompanied by a
commitment to furthering the cause.

China launched the National Human Rights Action Plan (2012-2015) in
June 2012, following the inaugural plan for the 2009-2010 period.

The major targets and tasks outlined in the 2012-2015 plan had been
fulfilled, as scheduled, by the end of 2015, according the report issued by
the State Council Information Office.

About 48 percent of the binding targets and over 50 percent of the targets
concerning the public's livelihood had been met or exceeded ahead of
schedule, the report says.

"The Communist Party of China and the central government incorporated
universal human rights into the national condition [...] successfully
charting a path of human rights development [that] suits China," the report
says.

Fulfilling the plan demonstrates the Party and government's commitment
to and confidence in the human rights cause and the huge advantage of the
socialist system with Chinese characteristics, it says.

Equal rights to employment
have been guaranteed

"Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights Action Plan of China
(2012-2015) published by Information Office: of the State Council of China on June. 14 shows

(Unit: Ten thousand )
1322 1312

New urban surpassing t

25 27 19

20.1% 17.0% 14.1%

# In 2015, more than 90 percent of employees working in various enterprises signed labor contracts.
More than 50% of workers

enjoyed annual leave with s

pay in 2015

Graphic shows the new urban jobs (2012-2015), and the number of regions
that increased minimum wages, and average rate of increase (2012-2015) in
the Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights
Action Plan of China (2012-2015). (Courtesy Xinhua)

» 4 According to a survey on human resources and
social security conducted in 60 cities in Novem-
ber 2015

(@ Xinhua/Zheng Yue

China is one of 34 countries in the world to adopt an action plan on human
rights protection, indicating that this issue is of great importance to China,
said Zhang Xiaoling, director of the human rights research center of the
Party School of the Communist Party of China Central Committee.

"We Chinese have made great contributions to the global effort of human
rights protection,” Zhang said.

However, the report admits that the government is keenly aware of many
challenges, for instance, China's economic development mode is still
crude and it is still fraught with problems from unbalanced, uncoordinated
and unsustainable development.

The country is still struggling to deal with a big gap between urban and
rural areas as well as issues related to medical, education, and elderly care;
food and drug safety; income distribution; and environment.

"There is still a long way to go," it says.

The 2016-2020 action plan is being drafted and will be published soon,
said Jiang Jianguo, head of the State Council Information Office, at a
meeting held to review the implementation of the 2012-2015 plan.

The new plan will be in tune with major targets and projects of the
country's 13th five-year plan (2016-2020), he said.

"The priority of human rights protection in China will remain to be the

According to the Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights Action
Plan of China (2012—2015) issued by the State Council Information Office

B . i cna or 2015 >
The national anti-trafficking
DNA database had helped over
4,000 missing children find
their parents

There were 1,605 welfare institutions for
children and 407 independent relief and
protection agencies for minors nationwide

23,000 orphans with disabilities were
adopted by families,

accounting for 4.4 percent of all such orphans
A total of 149,700 children across the
country were provided with relief

Since 2014 —

67 million yuan has been collected in social
charity funds to aid the establishment of
670 “Happy Homes for Children”

across the country

il
O

Graphic shows that by the end of 2015, the national anti-trafficking DNA
database had helped over 4,000 missing children find their parents in the
Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights

Action Plan of China (2012-2015). (Courtesy Xinhua)

right to life and development. We want all Chinese to have a share in
economic and social development,” Zhang said.

The country will need to do more to alleviate poverty as around 50 million
people still live under the poverty line, meaning they have a per capita net
income of less than 2,800 yuan (427 U.S. dollars) a year.

It will also need to push forward the rule of law so that legislation and law
enforcement protects the rights and interests of ordinary citizens, while
more resources are needed to protect women, children, senior citizens,
ethnic minorities and people with disabilities, Zhang said.
IMPROVEMENT OF PEOPLE'S WELFARE

From 2012 to 2015, faced with a complex international situation and
the challenging tasks of pushing reform and maintaining stability, the
government has pushed for more efficient, fairer and more sustainable
growth and worked to ensure that all people benefit from reform and
development.

Compared with the average 7.4-percent annual gross domestic product
(GDP) growth posted across the 2012-2015 period, the per capita
disposable income of urban residents increased by 7.5 percent and the per
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According to the Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights Action

" Plan of Chlna (2012—2015) issued by the State Council Information Office

There were 10,884 million people with disabili
“in both urban and rural areas receiving minimum
“subsistence allowances

By 2015

nearly

22.3 million
people with disabilities
in both urban and rural areas

3.023 million

urban disabled dwellers

participating in
social endowment
insurance schemes

participating in
basic medical
insurance schemes

By the end of 2015
a total of 222,000 communities had established
rehabilitation stations across the country

2012—-2015

= 4.962 million impoverished people with disabilities in rural areas were lifted out of puverty

= 317 million poor disabled residents in rural areas received skills training

= 3.74 billion yuan in rehabilitation and poverty-relief interest-deducted loans to support
743,000 impoverished disabled people

== The state subsidized the renovation of dilapidated houses of 1.164 million rural h
ouseholds with disabled members

== 8.544 million people with disabilities received community rehabilitation services

= 12.466 million received basic rehabilitation services

201 1-2015

The central government appropriated 432 million
=~ yuan to support rehabilitation training for 36,000
autistic children living in poverty

J) Xinhua/Ma Yan
Graphic shows that there were 10.884 million people with disabilities in both
urban and rural areas receiving minimum subsistence allowances in the
Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights
Action Plan of China (2012-2015). (Courtesy Xinhua)

capita net income for rural residents increased by 9.2 percent annually.
During the period, 66.63 million people in rural areas were lifted out of
poverty.

Ordinary citizens have enjoyed more comprehensive social security
programs and better public services, while more efforts were made to
realize equal access to education and address pollution.

The rights and interests of ethnic minorities, women, children, the elderly
and people with disabilities were improved.

PROMOTING RULE OF LAW

Efforts have been made to improve government transparency, through
computer and Internet technology, to realize people's rights to be
informed, express their opinion, participate in state affairs and oversee

All targets and tasks set by
the National Human Rights Action Plan of China (2012- 2015)

have been fulfilled as scheduled

e

by the end of 2015

About 48 percent of the binding targets

Over 50 percent of the targets
concerning the people's livelihood

had been met ahead of time or exceeded, thus realizing the
comprehensive implementation of the Action Plan

Besides the binding targets stipulated in the Action Plan, the

Chinese government actively responded fo hot issues and

peoples' complaints and made extra efforts to strengthen the
== protection of human rights

(4

Starting in 2012

restrictions on students taking national college entrance exams
in places where their parents work and live were gradually lifted
and their rights to education were further enhanced

k_. Decemher.ZO_l_S

the reeducation through labor system was abolished

In August 2015

four categories of criminals serving their prison
tiﬁrrnE were rdonc-d undvr an arnneqt" and

Source: Informati e of the State Council of China

Graphic shows all targets and task set by the National Human nghts Actlon
Plan of China (2012-2015) have been fulfilled as scheduled in the Assessment
Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights Action Plan of
China (2012-2015). (Courtesy Xinhua)

the government.

Judicial reforms were smoothly pushed forward to improve transparency
of judicial agencies, streamline legal proceedings to ensure the principle
of "innocence until proven guilty" and to guarantee lawyers' rights.
Efforts were made to correct wrongful convictions and ensure judicial
departments perform their duties independently in accordance with the
law.

In December 2013, China abolished the system of reeducation through
labor.

In 2015, about 30,000 imprisoned criminals in four categories were
pardoned or granted early release.

The latest revision to the Criminal Law, adopted in 2015, removed the
death penalty for nine crimes, reducing the number of crimes on which the
death penalty is applicable from 55 to 46.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

From 2012 to 2015, the government canceled or adjusted 12 items related
to religious affairs that had been subject to administrative approval.

In the four years, 200 million yuan was spent on the renovation and
expansion of religious facilities in Tibet.

By the end of 2015, 87 temples in Yushu, northwest China's Qinghai
Province, which were damaged in a major earthquake in 2010, had been
fully restored.

From 2012 to 2015, the government allocated nearly 15 million yuan to
support and assist the repair and preservation of mosques and historic
religious sites.

Religious workers are now fully covered by social security programs. By
2013, 96.5 percent had medical insurance and 89.62 percent had pension
schemes.

JOINING INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS EFFORT

According to the Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights Action

Plan of China (2012-2015) issued by the State Council Information Office

66.63 million people in rural
areas were lifted out of pove
a® in China

The national poverty alleviation standard

The standards set by some provincial regions were higher than the national standard

Training programs in practical skills focusing on planting and breeding
were conducted for 9.3 million impoverished laborers who chose to stay

Launched 3,807 poverty reduction projects in border areas,
directly benefiting 306,000 households

The goverment allocated various poverty reduction funds totaling 0

25.53 billion yuan for 17 impoverished border counties (cities)

covering 90 percent
of all counties
(cities, districts) 4
@) helping 60 million
people directly or 4
indirectly

By the end of 2015, I

over 729,000 technicians
had been sent to grassroots levels
in rural areas

@ Xinhua/Ma Yan \

Graphic shows that 66.63 million people in rural areas were lifted out of poverty
in the Assessment Report on the Implementation of the National Human Rights
Action Plan of China (2012-2015). (Courtesy Xinhua)

From 2012 to 2015, China has maintained constructive dialogues with
several treaty bodies on its implementation of international conventions
about human rights.

In 2014, China participated and passed the second round of the UN Human
Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review. It also took an active part in
multilateral human rights meetings hosted by the third committee of the
UN General Assembly and the UN Human Rights Council.

From 2012 to 2015, the country held more than 20 human rights dialogues
with the United States, the European Union, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Australia and Switzerland, as well as more than 10 human rights
consultations and exchanges with countries including Russia, Brazil,
Pakistan and Cuba.

(Courtesy news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-06)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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W OB/GYN
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Kingwood Clinic
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FA.C.0.G.
OB/GYN
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The Vintage Clinic

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
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Jai-Yen Chi, M.D.
Dermatology
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Family Medicine
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OB/GYN
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I Clear Lake Clinic
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Pediatrics
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Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
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4 Houston Center
Appointments: 713-442-0000

Yong Li, M.D. Huiqing Yang, M.D.
Family Medicine Physical Medicine and
Mandarin Rehabilitation/Spine
Pearland Clinic Cantonese

Main Campus Spine Center
Pearland Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine

v Cantonese & Mandarin Beth Yip, M.D.
' Fort Bend Medical & Pediatrics
Diagnostic Center Cantonese & Mandarin

Pearland Clinic

| Eileen Wu, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery

Mandarin

Fort Bend Medical &
Diagnostic Center

Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center

. Chen Xie, M.D,
Ear, Nose and Throat
Mandarin

Main Campus Clinic

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic

Your Doctors for Life

Kelsey-Seybold accepts more than 50 health insurance plans including
BlueCross/Blue Shield of Texas, Cigna and UnitedHealthcare.

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com
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Dr. Wordman

Abstract

Mainstream media may not be blindly trusted is almost become an axiom. A couple of news
excerpts related to the title subject are presented and discussed in this column as evidence. Although the
Philippines did not have the same treacherous fate like China had in the 19" to 20" century facing invasions by
seven Western powers and the Imperial Japan, but she had her share of colonialism and occupation by the
Spanish, American and the Japanese. In view of Philippine's past history and geopolitical position, it is
illogical that the Philippines would engage military alliances with Japan and the U.S. to target her biggest
neighbor China which never invaded the Philippines in her thousands years of history. It seems that having
the right diplomatic relationship with China can only be beneficial to Filipino economy and the Philippines. A
good Sino-Philippino relation may give the Philippines a leverage in dealing with her Asian neighbors.

*For the full-text of this article please visit our website: http://www.us-chinaforum.com/

T Philippine Fveg Reation ander Mo and redom of Novgation® ~ Why Does China Keep Inreasing Her Defense Budget

Dr. Wordman
Abstract

As the U.S. and China become the two largest economies in the world, the complexity of
their relationship goes beyond trades, investments, cultural exchange, and education. The competition
in the area of technology (including space) and military seem to be more of concern casting
uneasiness into the future of the US-China relationship. The real important strategic question is: Why
does China keep increasing her defense budget? Still dwarfed from the U.S. defense spending,
China's increasing in defense budget is out of fear and insecurity. China's decision to reduce the size
of her army, to modernize her navy and air force for quality and to focus on technology-driven
defense system rather than offensive weapons including her construction in the South China Sea is
consistent with the 'fear and vulnerability argument'. China will gauge her defense spending with her
economic development. So long her economy is healthy she will keep up with defense spending
unless she no longer feels fear and vulnerability.
*For the full-text of this article please visit our website: http://www.us-chinaforum.com/
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