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| John T. Robbins, Editor

Navy Sends Growlers To Philippines
Amid Continuing Sea Tensions

An EA-18G Growler Fighter Jet launches while sailors taxi
another Growler to an adjacent catapult on the USS John
C. Stennis flight deck on June 5, 2016, in the South China

Sea.(Photo/U.S. Navy)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

at high tide but is claimed by both the Philippines and
China.

“T think we see some surface ship activity and those
sorts of things, survey type of activity, going on.
a next possible area of

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Four Navy
E/A-18G Growler aircraft and 120 personnel arrived at
Clark Air Base on Wednesday to help the Philippines
patrol its sea borders amid heightened tensions over
territorial rights in the South China Sea.

The detachment will train Philippine military pilots
and “support routine operations that assure access
to the air and maritime domains in accordance with
international law,” a 7th Fleet statement said Thursday.
The VAQ-138 expeditionary squadron detachment
from Whidbey Island, Wash., is at least the second
temporary group to assist the Philippines since Pacific
Command approved a new U.S. air contingent program
in April.

The assistance comes amid concerns that China’s
artificial island-building in the South China Sea will
target Scarborough Shoal, which lies about 140 miles
west of the main Philippine island of Luzon. The shoal
is little more than a few rocks jutting out of the water

That’s an area of concern ...
reclamation,” Chief of
Naval Operations Adm.
John Richardson told
Reuters in March.

Beijing has dumped
more than 3,000 tons of
dirt on top of submerged [~
reefs in the South China

Sea_ to build  radar A sailor from squadron VAQ-
stations, military-grade 138 performs maintenance on

runways and  other an EA-18G Growler at Kunsan
enhancements, according A" Base, South Korea, in
g 2014. A Growler detachment
to Pentagon reports an from VAQ-138 landed in the
commercially available Philippines on June 15, 2016.

satellite photos.

Chinese officials have also mulled imposing an Air
Defense Identification Zone over international waters
in the South China Sea, a move opposed by the U.S.
and several nations in the region.

U.S. officials have discussed helping the Philippines
build a “credible minimum deterrent” to defend and
monitor its borders. Long focused on internal security,
the Philippines needs more ships and aircraft to
watch over the waters surrounding its many islands,
according to regional security analysts.

In January, the Philippine Supreme Court signed off
on the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement,
which will allow the U.S. to send troops on extended
rotations to Philippine bases.

The agreement does not allow the U.S. to control its
own bases on Philippine soil, as it did with Clark Air
Base and Naval Base Subic Bay until the early 1990s.
(Courtesyh www.stripes.com/news/pacific)

Chang Dingagiu Is Youngest Deputy Commander In The PLA’s Five New Theatre Commands

The Rising Star In China’s Military
Viewed As Future Air Force Leader

Arrising star in the People’s Liberation Army Air Force
has reported for duty as deputy commander of the
South Theatre Command, making him the youngest
PLA officer of his rank and paving the way for further
promotions.
“The [newly formed] South Theatre Command is now
just like a little boy who is not yet strong enough for
fighting for the time being,” Major General Chang
Dinggiu told the PLA Daily newspaper on Tuesday.
“Given that we have patience and, more importantly,
confidence, [the boy] will become sturdy and
capable...because he has combative genes,” Chang
said.
D-Day for PLA: China launches new theatre
commands in drive for modern military
At 49, Chang is the youngest deputy commander in
the five newly established theatre commands — North,
South, Central, East and West — that replaced the
seven former military regions. Starting in 2014, he
became the
youngest
=« officer at
-« corps level
-« -« when he was
. promoted
e ) to chief of
staff of the

Air Force in the
former Shenyang
Military Region.
As the present Air
Force commander
General Ma
Xiaotian 67,

is expected to

step down in the
power reshuffle

at the Communist
Party’s 19th
National Congress
in autumn next
year, the deputy
chief of the joint
staff Lieutenant
General Yi
Xiaoguang, 58, is tipped to succeed him.

Chang will be one of the strongest contenders for the
position of Air Force commander when Yi retires after
serving one or two official five-year terms.

At last September’s massive military parade in Beijing
to mark the 70th anniversary of Japan’s defeat in the
second world war, Chang was squadron leader of
the formation of PLA fighter jets that conducted the
flyover of Tiananmen Square.

Major General Chang Dinggiu Is Now The Deputy commander of the South
Theatre Command, making him the youngest PLA officer of his rank in the
PLA.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

He told state
broadcaster
China Central
Televison that

the event would
“further boost

the Air Force’s
development”.
Meanwhile,
Chang’s

~ promotion

| makes him one
| of six deputy

b commanders of
the South Theatre
Command. Under
the new military
reforms launched
this year, each theatre command has two deputy
commanders from each of the three service branches.
Chang’s fellow deputy commander from the air force
is Lieutenant General Xu Anxiang, who holds rank
over Chang as Air Force commander of the theatre.
The remaining four deputy commanders came are Rear
Admiral Wei Gang and Rear Admiral Shen Jinlong
from the PLA Navy, and Lieutenant General Chen
Zhaohai and Major General Liu Xiaowu from the

PLA’s regular ground force.

The new command structure is a departure of the older
arrangements, in which there was only one deputy
commander each from the Air Force and the Navy in
the former military region.

The reformed structure of two senior officers from each
branch was a result of the massive military overhaul
championed President Xi Jinping in his capacity of
chairman of the Central Military Commission late
last year. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/news/china/

diplomacy-defence)
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Four Fields for Cultivating Peace:
A proposition for Uplifting the Character of Humanity
&8 Mind: Cultivating a peaceful mind lies in reducing desires

& Body: Cultivating a peaceful body lies in hard work and thrift
& Family: Cultivating a peaceful family lies in love and respect
& Activity: Cultivating peaceful activity lies in being honest and upright
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