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President Xi's Visit ToI Eastelrn

June 20, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

Europe Raises Investment Hopes

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

builds on China’s controversial “16 + 1” strategy, first
articulated four years ago, which provides a platform
for the Asian giant to deal directly with central and
eastern European states and circumvent Brussels.

Beijing believes there are more opportunities in those
states for Chinese investment, alongside easier and
cheaper market access compared to more developed

\

Wirs

Chinese president Xi Jinping’s second trip to eastern
Europe in four months is raising expectations of
an investment surge, as Beijing seeks to increase
geopolitical influence and trade access amid western
concerns of a potentially divisive influence on the
continent.

Mr. Xi travels to Serbia and Poland this weekend,
following a trip to the Czech Republic in March. At
each stop he is expected to dangle the promise of
Chinese capital and increased traffic via China’s One
Belt, One Road policy, despite a patchy record on
delivering previous pledges.

The five-day trip, which begins in Belgrade on Friday,

European economies.

Belgrade, Capital Of Serbia

China is also lobbying hard for the World Trade

Organisation to grant it

“market economy status”

this year, which would increase its trade access —
Beijing faces stiff opposition from Brussels and many
western EU capitals but sees eastern member states as

a potential source of support.

The initiative “fits China’s idea of a multipolar world,”
said Zhao Chen, a European studies expert at Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences.

For eastern Europe, Chinese capital is seen as a
welcome new source of finance to reduce their
dependence on FDI from traditional western markets
like Germany and France, and a hedge against the end
of large EU funding streams, which are expected to
decline sharply after 2020.

But critics said some eastern European expectations
of Chinese investment were unrealistic and argued
Beijing was following “a classical divide and conquer
strategy.”

Bilateral trade rose 28 per cent to $56.2bn last year,
but so far eastern Europe accounts for only about 2
per cent of total Chinese investment into Europe,
according to Ministry of Commerce statistics. “The 16
countries are relatively backward and have more need
for Chinese investment,” said Zhou Xiaoyan, director
of the department of European affairs.

Mr. Xi and his entourage are expected to sign 24
"co-operation agreements” in Serbia, according to
the country's President, but many are expected to
cover already announced projects such as rail plans,

and  construction .-
of new bridges Z
and roads. New
flight routes from ¥
China to Poland are *
also expected, and
officials in Warsaw
say  they are
working to strike
more agreements in the days leading up to the visit.
Previously-agreed projects such as a $1.5bn private
equity fund for the region funded by Beijing and
a motorway in Montenegro financed by Chinese
lenders show promise. But despite the fanfare, eastern
Europe’s potential as a golden destination for Chinese
investment has so far disappointed.

Grand visions to link China to European trading partners
have previously promised to bring infrastructure
development to Europe’s eastern reaches. Proposed
investments include rail lines linking the south-eastern
European states, and infrastructure investments in
Serbia, Russia’s strongest ally in Europe and the heir
to China’s friendly ties with nonaligned Yugoslavia.
(Courtesy http://www.ft.com/intl/cms)

Pre5|dent Xi Will Also TraveI To
Poland

David Roy, Chinese Scholar Who Spent 30 Years
Translating 16th-Century Work Has Died

Complled And Edited By John T. Robblns News&Rewew Edltor

David Roy was born and grew up in China, which led
to a long career as a professor of East Asian languages
and civilization at the University of Chicago and a 30-
year odyssey translating a 16th-century Chinese novel.
Roy, who retired in 1999 from the Department of
East Asian Languages and Culture at the University
of Chicago, worked from 1982 to 2012 translating
"Chin P'ing Mei," or "The Plum in the Golden Vase."
The late 16th-century novel by an unknown author,
first published in 1618, is considered a masterpiece of
Ming-era Chinese literature.
There were many expurgated editions where sexual
passages were deleted, but in 1950 Roy found an
uncensored version of the novel in a secondhand
bookstore in the Confucian Temple area of Nanjing. It
was an early step in Roy's decision to devote years of
his hfe to translating the work.
-3 "The book gives by
. far the most detailed
gk description of everyday
life in Chinese society
- that had appeared before
_ that time. But I was a
teenager so I was excited
by the prospect of
trying to read something
pornographic,” Roy
was quoted as saying in a 2013 edition of Tableau, a
publication of U. of C.'s humanities department.
Roy, 83, died on May 29 of complications of
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig's disease,
according to his wife, Barbara. He was a longtime
resident of Hyde Park.
Roy's parents were American educational missionaries
working in China when he was born. His father was

David Roy With Some Of His
Files

a professor at what was

then the University of .

Nanking. "We were a
close-knit family unit," |
said Roy's younger |
brother, J. Stapleton 7
Roy, who served as U.S.

ambassador to China ¢ =

from 1991 to 1995.

The family spent the
war years from 1938-
45 in Chengdu, the
provincial capital of
Sichuan, where they

David Roy

were subjected to frequent Japanese bombing raids.
The family came to the United States in 1945, but
returned to China in 1948, just in time for the final
stages of the communist revolution.

Roy spent a year at the
Shanghai American School
until it closed following the

he Plum in the
oldenVase .. CHIN

communist takeover. He oA

and his brother then rejoined

their parents in Nanjing,
where they remained until
the outbreak of the Korean
War in June 1950, when the
two children returned to the
United States.

During his year in Nanjing, |

university professors
tutored him through his
junior year in high school.
"He had become totally

David Roy’s Master Work,
“The Plumm In The Golden
Vase.”

fascinated with Chinese — the written language," his

© While completing his
| high school education
| in  Philadelphia  in
8 1951, he was able to
enroll in a graduate-
level Chinese program
at the University of
Pennsylvania. "He
was obsessed with the
language and within
a year had completed
the equivalent of four years of language studies," his
brother said.
Roy went on to study at Harvard University, but
interrupted his education to volunteer for the draft and
a two-year stint in the U.S. Army that included service
in Japan and Taiwan. Upon his discharge, he was
readmitted to Harvard, where he went on to complete
his doctorate.
He taught Chinese literature for four years at Princeton
University before moving to the University of Chicago.
In 1982, he began the epic task of translating "The
Plum in the Golden Vase." The novel chronicles the
rise and fall of a corrupt middle-class merchant, his six
wives and his concubines.
His work was praised for its masterful research,
reflected in more than 4,400 endnotes, providing a
window into the lives of ordinary people of the time,
with meticulous descriptions of everything from dinner
party banter to bribery schemes to funeral rites.
At U. of C., Roy had the opportunity to teach a
seminar on anything he wanted and chose to teach

"Chin P'ing
Mei" in Chinese.
Although only
one student
showed up for
the first seminar,
he continued the
seminar for two
years, covering
one chapter
each week and
becoming more
fascinated with
the book. Roy described the novel as loaded with
poetry and songs.

That led him to spend about two years making a

card index of every line of poetry, related prose and
proverbial sayings to help him identify material he
came across from other sources. The effort resulted in
tens of thousands of cards, which became his source
for notes in his translation.

Translating the first volume of the novel took more
than a decade. It was published in 1993. Roy once
acknowledged that the pace of the project picked up
after he retired from U. of C. in 1999. The fifth and
final volume of his translation was published in 2013.
His brother said it was not long after he completed his
translation that Roy was diagnosed with ALS.

"It would have been an enormous tragedy if he had
been unable to complete the translation because of the
disease," his brother said.

Roy had no other direct survivors.

A Chicago memorial service is being planned for this
coming fall. (Courtesy http://www.chicagotribune.
com/)

The University Of Chicago Where
David Roy Was A Professor
In The Department of East Asian
Languages and Culture
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