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Chinese President Xi Jinping urged vigilance against 

communist ruling during a high-level meeting on religion 
conducted on Saturday.
According to the Xinhua News Agency, the Chinese 
president made the statement while promising full 
implementation of the Communist Party of China's (CPC) 
policies on religious freedom.

Resisting Infiltration

religious means and guard against ideological infringement 
by extremists," Xi told the attendees of the religious 
convention that concluded on Saturday.
According to the president, authorities in China should use 
the Internet to focus on religious issues and disseminate 
information on the CPC's religious theories and policies.
Reuters noted that while the Communist Party does uphold 

freedom among Chinese citizens in choosing their own 
religion, their leadership maintains a "tight reign" on 
regulating the religious institutions' activities and operations.
The outlet said that China is mostly concerned about the 
emergence of Islamists, whom Xi referred to as "extremists," 
that have been causing havoc in the country's far western 
region of Xinjiang.

the Han Chinese that compose the majority and the Muslim 
Uyghur minorities has resulted in hundreds of deaths.

traditional Islamic religious observances like growing beards 
and wearing veils.

Religion's Role in Maintaining Harmony

According to China Highlights, China is a multi-religious 
country that is home to numerous religious beliefs such as 
Taoism, Buddhism, Protestantism, lslam and Catholicism.
Because the Chinese constitution and government policy 
protect freedom of belief, the Chinese are able to choose 
freely which religious group they would join in.
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However, Xi's talk about religion over the weekend revealed 
that not all Chinese are free to choose a religion.

Party should act as "unyielding Marxist atheists, consolidate 
their faith, and bear in mind the Party's tenets."
According to Xi, CPC members "must not seek their own 
values and beliefs from religions," and make an effort 
in ensuring that the youth of China see the world with 
a science-backed outlook and "guide them to believe in 
science, study science and promote science."
However, Yu Zhengsheng, a senior political advisor, called 
on authorities to bear in mind the effects of religions in 
China.
"The positive role of religions should be maximized, and 
their negative impacts minimized," Yu explained, adding that 

properly and in accordance to law. (Courtesy en.yibada.com/
articles)

Given the heightened fears of nuclear proliferation to Islamic 
terrorists and nuclear saber-rattling by North Korea, the site of the 
foreign ministers’ meeting, in a city destroyed by a U.S. atomic 
bomb at the end of World War II, takes on particularly strong 
symbolism.

John Kerry is the first U.S. secretary of state to visit Hiroshima. 
President Obama may also go to the now thriving city during his 
summit visit to Japan.

The foreign ministers were expected to discuss such topics as 
Chinese military expansionism in the South China Sea, terrorism, 
Russian aggression against Ukraine, refugees and, of course, North 
Korean threats to attack South Korea, Japan and the United States. 

Terrorism, nuclear disarmament, maritime security, Chinese 
military expansionism in the South China Sea, Russian aggression 
against Ukraine, refugees and North Korean threats to attack South 
Korea, Japan and the United States were among the topics that the 
foreign ministers of the Group of Seven (G7) industrialized nations 
discussed in the western Japanese city on the first of two days of 
meetings April 10-11.

Britain, Canada, the European Union, France, Germany, Italy and 
the United States form the grouping.

The Hiroshima meeting comes amid increasing tension on the 
Korean peninsula in relation to the communist North Korea's 
nuclear ambitions, and China's military aggression in the South 

China Sea.

"I hope that a strong message of peace, stability and prosperity will 
be sent out to the world at the Hiroshima G7 foreign ministers' 
meeting," Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida said.

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier missed the 
Sunday talks due to a delay in his arrival.

Kishida emphasized that the conference was being held in 
Hiroshima, a city devastated by the US atomic bombing in 1945, to 
send out a message against nuclear weapons.

US Secretary of State John Kerry arrived earlier Sunday at a US 
military base in Hiroshima. He had flown from Afghanistan, briefly 
stopping over in Iraq and Bahrain. 

Related

CHINA PRESSES JAPAN NOT TO BRING UP 
SOUTH CHINA SEA AT G7 SUMMIT

China has pressed Japan not to broach Beijing’s disputes with 
regional neighbors in the South China Sea at the upcoming Group 
of Seven summit to be held in Japan in May.

Diplomatic sources say that China is pressuring Japan not to bring 
up Beijing’s disputes with regional neighbors in the South China 
Sea — including its seizure and militarization of reefs in those 
waters — at the G7 Summit in Japan on May 26-27. China warns 
that addressing the issue at the summit would undermine efforts to 
improve relations between the two nations.

However, Japan has rejected the Chinese demand, saying that 
the international community cannot accept China’s building of 
artificial islands in the sea and their militarization, the sources said. 
30 percent of world trade goes through the South China Sea.

China has overlapping territorial and maritime disputes in the 
South China Sea with Taiwan and four members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations — Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines 
and Vietnam. The U.S. has also expressed alarm about China’s 
increasingly aggressive expansion in the region.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is expected to emphasize the 
importance of the rule of international law regarding freedom of 
navigation in the sea in a G7 leaders’ declaration that’s expected 
after formal consensus on the issue is achieved at G7 foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Hiroshima in April.

If Japan does raise the issue at the summit, Beijing may well block 
improvement in bilateral ties that have already been undermined 
by a territorial dispute involving islands in the East China Sea. 
(Courtesy bostonglobalforum.org/2016) 

Members Of The G7 Foreign Ministers Pose For Photo In Private Meeting

of religion. (Photo/Getty Images)

China's Far Western Region Of Xinjiang

John Kerry is the first ever US secretary of state to visit Hiroshima, obliterated by 
an American atomic bomb in 1945.

Japanese Prime Minister Abe Speaks To G7 Ministers Meeting In 
Hiroshima Via Satellite.
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