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New Military Title Is Part Of Overall Reforms Process

X1 Jinping Named ‘Commander In
Chief' Chinese State Media Reports

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Xi Jinping, right, in military uniform, seen on state broadcaster CCTV
touring the Chinese army’s joint forces battle command centre. (Photo/
AP)

Chinese state media have unveiled a new title for the country’s
president, Xi Jinping, calling him “commander in chief” of the
nation’s new joint forces battle command centre as he seeks

to consolidate power over the military. Xi has been appointed
commander-in-chief of the new joint command headquarters for
China's military, state media said, part of an on-going reform
program to modernize the world's largest armed forces.

Xi already oversees the People's Liberation Army in his role as head
of the powerful Central Military Commission, and has now been
appointed commander-in-chief of the commission's Joint Command
Headquarters.

Xi announced the setting up of the new headquarters in November,
a move previously flagged by the military which is meant to help
coordination between different parts of the defense system.

Xi told officers at the headquarters they must have a clear sense of
crisis and focus their skills, state media said.

"We will take special measures to train professionals for joint
operations ... and speed up the development and deployment of
advanced technologies," Xi, dressed in camouflaged military
uniform, said.

The headquarters needs also to streamline operational procedures
and share experiences with regional joint commands, Xi added.
Xi's push to reform the military coincides with China becoming
more assertive in its territorial disputes in the East and South China
Seas, and as its navy invests in submarines and aircraft carriers and
its air force develops stealth fighters.

The reforms include rejigging existing military regions, as well as
cutting troop numbers by 300,000, a surprise announcement he made

last September.

The Xinhua news agency and the broadcaster CCTV both carried
reports in English and Chinese referring to Xi by the description for
the first time after he visited the command centre on Wednesday.

As well as president, Xi is general secretary of the Communist party

— the position from which he derives his power — and chairman of the

central military commission (CMC).
Since taking office, Xi has sought to increase his authority over the

People’s Liberation Army, which is technically the armed force of the

Communist party rather than the Chinese state.

Some of the army’s top officers have been among those who have
fallen in Xi’s much-publicised anti-corruption drive.

The military should be “absolutely loyal”, he said during his visit,
Xinhua reported.

Under Xi, China has taken a more assertive foreign policy stance,
rapidly building artificial islands in the disputed South China Sea
and regularly sailing vessels into waters around Japanese-controlled
islands in the East China Sea, raising fears of clashes.

The military should be “resourceful in fighting, efﬁcient in

commanding and courageous and capable of winning wars”, Xi said.
The joint command system should be efficient and active in both
peace and war, Xinhua paraphrased him as adding.

Xi donned fatigues for the visit, although his uniform did not carry
any rank insignia. He has generally worn a plain black or dark green
uniform for formal military occasions such as a giant parade in
Beijing last year.

The command centre was established as part of a major reshuffle

of China’s military structure, which also included the creation of a
rocket force to operate its missiles.

When the changes were unveiled in January, Xi described them as “a
major policy decision to realise the Chinese dream of a strong army”,

state medi .

The military’s four powerful headquarters — general staff, political,
logistics and armaments — were reorganised into 15 agencies under
the CMC, which Xi heads.

New “battle zones” were established to focus on combat and

joint operation command systems, replacing the former “military
regions” which had separate command structures and significant
administrative responsibilities.

Beijing has been building up its military for years, with regular
double-digit increases in its official budget.

It has invested in an expanded fleet of submarines and its first
indigenous aircraft carrier, as it seeks to build a navy capable of
projecting power abroad.

Xi's announcement to slash China’s troop numbers by 300,000 to
roughly 2 million has the goal of creating a more efficient fighting
force. (Courtesy www.theguardian.com/world/2016)

Sign of Growing Tension Over China's Activities In The South China Sea

Beljing Summons G-7 Envoys
Over Island-Building Dispute

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

An undated handout picture made available by the Armed Forces of
the Philippines Public Affairs Office in April 2015 shows a reproduction
photo of the construction at Mischief Reef in the disputed Spratly
Islands in the south China Sea by China. (Photo/Armed Forces of the
Philippines, EPA)

In a sign of growing tension over China’s island-building in the South China
Sea, Beijing summoned diplomats from the Group of Seven industrialized
countries to protest its recent statement on maritime disputes that was
clearly aimed at China’s land reclamation efforts.
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said Wednesday that China
“solemnly clarified” its position on the issue to the diplomats from the
United States, Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy and Japan.
The move came in response to a statement by G-7 foreign ministers
Monday that, while not mentioning China by name, expressed strong
opposition to any “intimidating, coercive or provocative unilateral actions
that could alter the status quo and increase tensions.”
The statement also registered concern about the East China Sea, where
Japan and China both claim uninhabited islands.
China argues its land reclamation projects in the Spratly Islands are within
its territorial rights and says the G-7 group should stick to safeguarding the
global economy.
In February, Secretary of State John Kerry responded sharply to reports that
Beijing deployed surface-to-air missiles on a disputed island it controls in

the strategic waterway.

"We have said repeatedly with respect to China that the standard that
should be applied to all countries with respect to the South China Sea is no
militarization," he said.

"But there is every evidence, every day that there has been an increase of
militarization of one kind or another. It is of serious concern," Kerry added.
(Courtesy www.usatoday.com/story/news)

Related

U.S. says China’s intentions in South China Sea raise tension and questions
A'top U.S. official on Thursday said China’s land reclamation and
militarization in the disputed South China Sea was raising tensions and
serious questions about its intention.

On a visit to Vietnam, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
Washington would continue to play a constructive role in supporting its
regional allies but was not looking to set up bases for its troops.

"United States and Vietnam are sharing interest in maintaining peace and
stability in the region, so is China," Blinken said in a speech at a Hanoi
university.

"But its massive land reclamation projects in the South China Sea and the
increasing militarization of these outposts fuels regional tension and raises
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serious questions about China’s intention," Blinken said.

Blinken also called on China, and all nations, to respect an upcoming
decision by an international arbitration court in a case brought by the
Philippines that could dent China’s claim to nine-tenths of the South China
Sea.

Similar comments by Hugo Swire, British minister of state responsible for
East Asia, angered China earlier this week.

Beijing claims virtually all of the South China Sea and rejects the court’s
authority in the case, which numerous experts believe will go in favor of the
Philippines, potentially raising tensions in the strategic waterway.

"The United States will defend our national interests and support our allies
and partners in the region," said Blinken.

Chinese dredging vessels are purportedly seen in the waters around
Mischief Reef in the disputed Spratly Islands in the South China Sea in
this still image from video taken by a P-8A Poseidon surveillance aircraft
provided by the United States Navy May 21, 2015.
Reuters/U.S. Navy/Handout via Reuters

"We are not looking for bases but we will continue to sail, to fly, to operate
anywhere that international law allows."

More than $5 trillion of world trade is shipped through the South China Sea
every year. Apart from China’s territorial claims there, Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam have rival claims. (Courtesy www.reuters.
com/article)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com



	C-1
	C-2
	C-3
	C-4

