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X1 Calls For Better Development Of Internet

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also head of the central Internet security and informatization
leading group, presides over a symposium on cyberspace security and informatization in
Beijing, capital of China, April 19, 2016. (Xinhua/Ma Zhancheng)

Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for enhanced
development of the Internet and harnessing it for the benefit
of the country and the people.

Xi, who also heads China's central Internet security and
informatization leading group, made the remarks in his
speech addressed at a symposium on cyber security and
informatization on Tuesday.

Xi stressed that the new development concepts --
innovation, coordination, green development, opening up
and sharing, should be implemented during the Internet's
development.

China has seen rapid development of the Internet and great
achievements have been made in Internet security and
informatization,
while there

are still many
problems left to
be solved, Xi
said.

At the
symposium
presided over
by Xi, he
listened to the
opinions and
suggestions of
Internet experts,

China president Xi Jinping
presides over a symposium on
cyberspace security and informatizational group.

entrepreneurs and officials on various topics, such as
establishing a system of core information technologies and
strengthening the top layer design for improving cyber
security technologies.

The experts attending the meeting included Wu Manging,
chief engineer of China Electronics Technology Group
Corporation (CETC), Jack Ma, chairman of Internet
commerce company Alibaba, Ren Zhengfei, CEO of tech
company Huawei and Tong Ligiang, director of Beijing
cyberspace information office.

Senior leaders Li Kegiang and Liu Yunshan, who are deputy
heads of the central Internet security and informatization
leading group, also attended the symposium.

Chinese Pre5|dent Xi Jinping delivers a speech during the World Internet Conference
in Wuzhen, east China's Zhejiang province on Dec. 16, 2015. Every nation should have
independent authority over its own Internet, Chinese President Xi Jinping said, telling
a government-organised conference that ‘freedom and order' are both necessary in
cyberspace.

Related

Xi: Internet Must Be Governed By Order --
Stresses Cyber Sovereignty

Xi’s government has presided over tightening controls

of the internet in recent years, introducing rules allowing
people to be jailed for spreading rumors, drafting a tough
new internet law and detaining a number of people for
online posts. One of China’s leading civil rights lawyers,
Pu Zhigiang, was put on trial Monday for seven tweets he
wrote criticizing government policy and lack of democracy.

In his speech last year at the World Internet Conference

in Wuzhen, Xi said that respecting internet users' rights
to exchange ideas and express views was important. But
he stressed that “cyberspace is not outside the law,” and
reiterated China’s official line that internet freedom is
dependent on “order."

“Freedom is the aim of order, order is the guarantor of
freedom,” he said. He also called for a clarification of
internet users’ “rights and duties,” and for stronger web
ethics and moral guidance online.

Xi also urged countries to respect each other's "path of
internet development and management.” He said: “We
should never seek internet hegemony, [or] interfere in other
nations’ internal affairs,” and added that the web should not
“become a battlefield of countries struggling against each
other.”

He described current management of the web as
“unbalanced,” with information gaps between different
countries, and said “the current rules in cyberspace can’t
reflect the wishes and interests of majority of countries.”
Xi described the web as rife with threats to global society,
including “the shadow of terrorism,” and crimes, including
identity theft, drug dealing, money laundering and
gambling.

The Chinese president criticized hacking for commercial
espionage and against government networks -- activities the
U.S. has accused China of sponsoring in the past -- though
he also said there should be no double standards in such
areas. (Courtesy www.ibtimes.com)

Reading Habits In China Expand
wWith Growth Of Mobile Technology

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Passengers on a Line 2 subway train in Beijing turn to their
smartphones to read books, magazines, or simply play games, to break
up their journeys. [Photo provided to China Daily]

Chinese people, on average, read eight books in 2015, a
small increase over previous years that may be attributed
in part to mobile technology.

The Chinese Academy of Press and Publication issued

its findings about reading on Monday —ahead of World
Book Day on Saturday —after a survey of Chinese reading
habits.

[t’s the academy’s 13th survey since 1999. This one
gathered responses from 45,911 people from 81 cities
and townships in 29 regions at the provincial level. Both
urban and rural areas were included. Adults and minors
answered different questions. To the pleasure of many, 81
percent of Chinese under age 17 have a reading habit.

"This year, we found that the rate of Chinese adults who

have a habit of reading is on the increase —to 79.6 percent.
Most of them are also readers of digital content," said Wei
Yushan, head of the academy.

The survey also found that 67 percent of Chinese adults
hope to have reading activities or reading festivals where
they live.

Advancing technology has brought rapid changes in
publishing and reading. In its first year, the survey asked
about internet surfing habits and found 3.7 percent doing
it. In 2015, it was 70 percent.

Among the average of eight books read by Chinese people

Proportion of people
reading on digital
platforms in China

20038 24.5%

2009 24.6%

2010 32.8%

2011 38.6%

20012 40.3%

2013 50.1%
2014 58.1%
eﬁL=Illllllllllllll 64%
Sowrce: Chineses Academy of Fress and

Fu At nsey I H LA, D LY

Proportion of people reading on digital platforms in China.[China Daily]

in 2015, three were in digital form. Wei said, a similar
survey of French readers, who took in an average of 16.7
titles in 2014, found that only about one was an e-book.

The survey indicates that online readers” major
preferences are centered on urban romance, history and
fantasy.

Xu Shengguo, head of the Institute of Publishing Research
under the academy, said the majority of mobile readers
are attracted to that type of reading, too.

"With 52 percent of Chinese adults reading on WeChat
in 2015, further innovations of reading and publishing

are yet to emerge, then, the text of books will be like a
portal, and everything will be available, including pictures,
videos and sounds, and readers can even interact with the
author,” Xu said.

Chinese leaders have been promoting the idea since 2006
of building a country with avid readers.

Zhou Huilin, an official from the State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television, said the
government has invested around 10 million yuan ($1.5
million) in free e-books for migrant workers. A total of
18 billion yuan has been allocated for the building of rural
libraries over the years.

"We've found that in some rural areas, where print books
are not handy for purchasing or lending, people there are
reading with mobile phones." (Courtesy www.chinadaily.
com.cn/china)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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