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20,000 Soccer Schools To Be Created By 2020

China Unvells Plan To Achieve
Global Soccer Domination By 2050

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Young Chinese soccer players head out to the daily training field

Hong Kong (CNN) China has unveiled its blueprint to
transform the country into a "soccer powerhouse" able to
challenge the world's top teams by 2050.

The plan, unveiled this week by Beijing's top economic
planning body, sets out short, mid and long-term objectives,
starting with the creation of up to 20,000 soccer schools
and 70,000 pitches by 2020. More than 30 million primary
and secondary school age students will be encouraged to
play regularly.

Can China win a World Cup with this 'football
factory'?

And at the other end of the scale, "two to three"
professional clubs should be dominating Asian
competitions in the next four years, according to the
National Development and Reform Commission's vision,
with the Chinese Super League (CSL) expanding its appeal
worldwide.

In recent months, several top Chinese clubs have invested
tens of millions of dollars on importing top foreign talent,
including Guangzhou Evergrande, who recently paid $45.8
million to sign Atletico Madrid striker Jackson Martinez --
a record transfer price for the burgeoning league.

Long-term ambitions
The recent spending lies in part with a policy led by
Chinese President Xi Jinping of putting cash to work in the

league, with an eye to winning a World Cup bid and one
day winning the tournament.

So far, China's brief spotlight on the international stage
stood at the 2002 World Cup, where the team

failed to score a single goal. The tournament was hosted by
regional neighbors South Korea and Japan -- countries that
have advanced far ahead of China in soccer terms.

Inside China's $185M football factory

The next phase of the development plan involves creating
one pitch for every 10,000 people by 2030, with the men's
national team becoming a super power in Asia, and their
female counterparts turned into one of the leading teams in
the world.

China's women are currently ranked the 12th best team in
the world by soccer's governing body FIFA, with the men's
team languishing in 81st place.

By 2050, the plan envisions a complete turnaround in
fortunes, with China transformed into a "world soccer
powerhouse," while contributing greatly to the game's
international growth and "realizing the ‘soccer dream' for
the entire nation.”

Repairing reputation

Avyoung player leaps up to head the ball during training.

Dogged by poor performances on the pitch and corruption
scandals off it, the professional Chinese game has been far
from beautiful. In 2013, the Chinese Football Association
(CFA) banned dozens of former and current football

Guangzhou Evergrande recently paid $45.8 million to sign Atletico
Madrid striker Jackson Martinez -- a record transfer price.

officials, referees and players from the sport following a
crackdown on match-fixing -- two senior officials were
actually jailed for taking bribes, Chinese state media
reported at the time.

Club side Shanghai Shenhua was stripped of its 2003 league
title, one of 12 clubs punished after the same investigation.
Shenhua, who once boasted the likes of former Chelsea
superstars Didier Drogba and Nicolas Anelka on its playing
roster, were found guilty of fixing a game against Shaanxi
Guoli during the 2003 season.

The CFA insisted that their anti-corruption drive achieved
"positive results” and in a statement claimed that "public
enthusiasm for football is gradually restored, with the
audience and television viewers for the CSL at record
highs."

While the men's national team has continued to struggle --
it failed to qualify for the last World Cup in 2014 -- China's
pro clubs have enjoyed rather more success. Guangzhou
Evergrande, who is bankrolled by e-commerce giant
Alibaba, won the Asian Champions League in 2013 and
2015, and became the first Chinese club to win a place

in the FIFA World Club Cup in 2013. (Courtesy ww.cnn.
com/2016/04/11/football/china-foothall-superpower)
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China Bans Celebrity Kids From
TV In Crackdown On Child Stars

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

(Left to nght) Tian Liang, Jimmy Lin, Guo Tao, and Zhang Liang, pose
for photos at a press conference for movie "Dad, Where Are We Going?"
adapted from the popular TV reality show in Beijing, China. (Photo AP)

China is banning the children of famous entertainers
from appearing on hugely popular reality shows, as
the country continues efforts to try to prevent the
manufacture of child stars.

The ban by the government’s media regulator also
covers appearances by the stars’ children on chat
shows and reports about them on entertainment
programs, the official Xinhua News Agency reported
on Monday.

Reality shows featuring attractive stars and their well-
dressed, fashionably coiffed and often somewhat
precocious children traveling or performing tasks

together have grown extremely popular with
Chinese viewers in recent years.

However, apparently concerned with the growth of
celebrity culture, the State Administration of Press,
Publication, Radio, Film and Television ordered in
July that producers of the dozens of reality shows
on satellite channels cut back on appearances by
minors and tamp down parts of the shows seen as
attempting to make them stars on their own.

On Monday, Xinhua cited the administration’s latest
order as saying, "Reality shows should pay attention
to strengthening protection over minors and
endeavor to reduce the participation of minors."

The Voice of China is a Chinese reality talent show. it is China’s
adaptation of a Dutch reality talent show. In the program, four celebrity
judges/coaches pick their teams of singers who will then go on to
compete for a recording contract and a highly publicized concert
performance. According to estimate, The Voice of China topped
nationwide ratings when its was shown on every Friday night.

"Do not permit shows to become
venues for displaying fame and wealth"

[t said reality show producers have been ordered

to drop the "mistaken notion" that they should use
well known entertainers to attract viewers. 'Do not
permit shows to become venues for displaying fame
and wealth," Xinhua cited the order as saying.

One of the biggest hits in the "celebrities and their
children” genre is "Dad Where Are We Going?", a
show on Hunan Satellite in which celebrity fathers
take their children on camping trips. A staffer at

the station said it was aware of the administration’s
ban, but that a decision had not yet been made on
whether to order another season of the program.
Chinese media regulators say they see their task as
reining in programs seen as overly materialistic or
encouraging the worship of celebrities who might
compete with role models promoted by the ruling
Communist Party.

Viewers have increasingly turned to programming
on more independent satellite television stations and
the Internet, where regulators have sought to impose
stronger control over live streaming programs
usually featuring young women chatting, playing
video games or simply going about their everyday
tasks. (Courtesy www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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Four Fields for Cultivating Peace:
A proposition for Uplifting the Character of Humanity

&8 Mind: Cultivating a peaceful mind lies in reducing desires
@ Body: Cultivating a peaceful body lies in hard work and thrift

& Family: Cultivating a peaceful family lies in love and respect
& Activity: Cultivating peaceful activity lies in being honest and upright

THLIE : 281-498-4310 - {5H : 281-498-2728

11122 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: ad@scdaily.com - HizMit : www.SCDAILY.com
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