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“Today's News - Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW

4 3

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | April 19, 2016 | John T. Robbins, Editor
493 Students Were Found To Have Condlitions
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Including Chronic Coughs, Headaches And Blood

Abnormalities To Lymphoma and Leukemia

Hundreds Of Pupils At School Near
Toxic Site In East China Fall lll, Some
With Cancer, Government TV Reports

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

For months, parents with children attending the Changzhou Foreign Language School in

Jiangsu province suspected something was wrong with the air, soil and water at the new

campus. Their fears have proven horribly true, with nearly 500 teens developing serious
health problems.

Hundreds of teenagers developed serious health
problems, with some diagnosed with cancer, after their
school in east China’s Jiangsu province was relocated
beside a former site for chemical plants, state television
reported on Sunday.

Soil and groundwater in the area was found to contain
toxic compounds and heavy metals, with the level of
one carcinogen almost 100,000 times the safety limit,
according to China Central Television.

Parents of the pupils attending the Changzhou Foreign
Language School had suspected for months the
contaminated environment was to blame for the rashes,
coughs and headaches their children began to develop at
the end of last year.

CCTV said one of the three factories used to discharge
sewage into a dried-up canal on the site about 100 metres
from the school.

Parents had demanded the pupils be moved to a safer

area, but the school management and local education
authorities refused. Still, officials ended the autumn
semester earlier than usual in January.
According to the CCTV report, 641 pupils underwent
hospital medical checks, which revealed that 493
teens had health problems, including abnormalities in
their blood and thyroid, bronchitis and in some cases
lymphoma and leukaemia.

"When talking to other parents, we found that

almost all the pupils had similar symptoms."
FATHER OF ONE PUPIL

“When talking to other parents, we found that almost all
the pupils had similar symptoms, and we could all smell
the stench. Then we began to suspect [the symptoms]
were caused by pollution,” the father of one pupil was
quoted as saying.
When the pupils moved into the new buildings, the soil
was being excavated for treatment, which left a heavy
stench in the area.
But to allay concerns, authorities decided that instead of
treating the soil, they would seal it with a layer of clay.
The school issued a statement in mid-February, saying
the air and clay cover had tested safe, according to an
earlier report by Caixin. Still, some parents were not
. convinced and chose to
transfer their children to
other schools.
The soil was severely
contaminated by a number
of toxic chemicals
and heavy metals,
CCTV said, with the
level of carcinogenic
chlorobenzene in the

groundwater 94,799 times safe limits.
Yet a local education official insisted
there was no problem with the location,
and said it passed an environmental
impact assessment.

The CCTV investigation found the
construction of the 310 million yuan
(HK$371 million) school started seven
months before the assessment was
completed. The assessment concluded it was safe to
build the school but suggested the groundwater should
not be used as “soil and groundwater in the area has been
polluted”.

Parents commissioned their own tests and found
chemical pollutants including toluene, acetone, and
carcinogenic benzene in the air, and excessive levels of
manganese and fluoride in the groundwater the school
was using, the report said.

The environmental ministry confirmed in January a total
of 1,500 cubic metres of contaminated soil containing
petrochemical pollutants had been removed. (Courtesy
www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article)

Aview of the toxm site which used to be chemlcal pIants near the new campus of
Changzhou Foreign Languages School

The Unmanned Aerial Vehicles Will Take Aerial

Photographs Of Suspected Polluting Activities

Hebei Deploys Pollution

Monitoring Drones

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Staff members from environmental protection department check an
unmanned aerial vehicle in Handan, North China's Hebei province, in
this 2015 file photo. [Photo/IC]

Three unmanned aerial vehicles have been deployed by
Hebei’s Environment Monitoring Station to help cut
down on pollution in the province.

weather conditions, according to Cao.

"They can make up for any shortfalls in human-
led ground inspections and satellite remote sensing
monitoring," Cao said.

"Though large in scale, satellite remote sensing is not
as timely as the UAV's in obtaining information about
polluters."

The use of UAV's to monitor pollution began in March
last year when the Ministry of Environmental Protection
carried out inspections in the city of Handan, Hebei

province, and discovered that some plants’ environmental

protection facilities were not in operation, according to a
report in Hebei Daily.

In June, the ministry’s UAVs uncovered another 64
companies in various provinces that were violating

environment protection law.

Other provinces that have used UA Vs for environment
monitoring work include Henan, Shaanxi, Shandong, and
Heilongjiang. (Courtesy www.chinadaily.com.cn/china)
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Cao Yaming, an engineer at the monitoring station, said
these images will then be verified and the companies

“ » concerned punished if they are found to be breaking the
o law.
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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