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SPECIALREPORT
China Explains Why It's Building Islands In The South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Ed|tor
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strips that experts have
said would allow Bei-
jing to project power
deep into the maritime
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China occupied Mischief Reef in
1995. The October photos
showed two structures, including
a three-storey building sitting on
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Five different countries control some land features in the Spratly
Islands, while just one state controls the Kuril Islands, Liancourt
Rocks, Senkaku Islands, and Paracel Islands.

This past Thursday China presented detailed
plans for the islands it is creating in the disputed
South China Sea, saying they would be used for
military defense as well as to provide civilian ser-
vices that would benefit other countries.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswom-
an Hua Chunying told a news briefing
that the reclamation and building work
in the Spratly archipelago of the South
China Sea was needed partly because
of the risk of typhoons in an area with a
lot of shipping that is far from land.

"We are building shelters, aids for navi-
gation, search and rescue as well as
marine meteorological forecasting ser-
vices, fishery services and other admin-
istrative services so as to provide the

Hua's comments came

hours after a Washing-
ton-based think tank
published new satellite
images that show China is quickly reclaiming
land around Mischief Reef in the Spratlys within
an area the Philippines regards as its exclusive
economic zone.

Preparing for Our Future: Alief ISD Bond 2015-2021

As recommended by the Citizens’ Bond Steering Committee and approved by the Alief ISD Board of Trustees

VOTE YES!! Bond Referendum (By the Numbers)
Safety & Secunty/Renovatlons $103,320,000 (30.3% of Bond)

e Security entrances (safety vestibules)
e New reception areas
e Roof repairs
¢ Air conditioning & heating (HVAC) repairs
¢ Restroom renovations
e Additional parking and sidewalks
e Carpetreplacements
e Fire alarm replacements
¢ Electrical systems repairs
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Satellite images of China's construction activities in
disputed Hughes Reef in South China Sea.

It's very rare for China to give such detail about
its plans for the artificial islands. The rapid recla-
mation taking place on seven reefs has alarmed
other claimants and drawn U.S. criticism, includ-
ing from Defense Secretary Ash Carter, who is
visiting Japan and South Korea this week.

"The relevant construction is a matter that is en-
tirely within the scope of China's sovereignty. It is
fair, reasonable, lawful, it does not affect and is

not targeted against any country. It is beyond re- of territorial disputes in the South China Sea . . | 9AM-6PM * CEREC &= A E X T HY %K, FERE &, BE & K,
proach?" Hua a?dded. y v y could lead to "dangerous incidents". EINKEHET preceptorship Ez A EEE * SRR T EEIS1IE ;Hﬂ],ﬁ* %Eﬁl\fg
"It's not just an American concern but a concern I\ - SR —MRFiIRA R ’

the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS) shows
what it said were a chain of small
artificial land formations as well
as new structures, fortified sea-
walls and construction equipment
| along Mischief Reef.

3. Several dredgers are also present

An image from Feb. 1 showed a
Chinese amphibious transport na-
val vessel several hundred me-
ters from the reef's entrance.
CSIS said such a ship was capa-
ble of holding up to 800 troops and as many as
20 amphibious armored vehicles.

Surveillance photos taken of Mischief Reef in Oc-
tober and seen by Reuters showed no reclama-
tion work.

Asked about Mischief Reef in light of the images,
Carter said he did not want to speculate on Chi-
na's future plans but added that the militarization

\ * Professional Learning Center/Performance Space
/ e Kerr High School fine arts addition

e Additional gym at every Alief ISD middle school

e Expansion of Outley Elementary

or older) whose
property taxes are
frozen would not
be impacted.

A approximately

$72.25 per year or

$6.02 per month after all of

the bonds have been issued.
Did you know?... Alief ISD’s tax rate has decreased by 6 cents over the last 5 years.
Alief currently has the second lowest tax rate of any school district in the greater
Houston area. Even with the bond package, Alief ISD’s tax rate would remain
one of the lowest in the Houston area.

Voter Information

Last Day to Register to Vote: Thursday, April 9

Early Voting: April 27 to May 2, May 4-5 at the

Administration Building (All precincts vote at 4250 Cook Road.)
Election Day: Saturday, May 9, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at
Administration Building (North precincts vote at 4250 Cook Road.)
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International Trade Center
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President of Operations

Graduate Medical Education Development
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President
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Val Thompson

President & CEO

Houston International Trade Development
Council, Inc.

11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 222
Houston, Texas 77072

Direct: 832—448—0537

Cell: 832—-526—3335
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‘Website: www.houstontrade.org
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John Robbins

Director International Press Club of Texas

News & Review Editor

11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 219
Houston, TX 77071

Cell: 281-898-6029

Email: john@scdaily.com
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President

Electronic Medical Resources
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Parvez Jamil Khan Swati
Director International Enrollment
Frontier Medical & Dental College
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 202
Houston, TX 77072

Phone: 832—448-0520

Cell: 832—-754-1464

Fax: 832—-448-0189
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11110 Bellaire Blvd, Suite 231-233
Houston, TX 77072

Office: 713—772-2400

Cell: 713-562-0606

Fax: 800—887-7059

Email: shu_xj@msn.com

United Nations Association
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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