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U.S. to welcome up to 100,000 Ukrainians
fleeing war amid broader aid effort

BRUSSELS/WASHINGTON, March 24
(Reuters) - The United States plans to ac-
cept up to 100,000 Ukrainians fleeing Rus-
sia’s invasion and is pledging $1 billion in
new humanitarian aid, the Biden admin-
istration said on Thursday after a month
of bombardments touched off Europe’s
fastest-moving refugee crisis since the end
of World War Two.

The announcement coincided with U.S.

President Joe Biden’s meeting with Euro-
pean leaders in Brussels to coordinate the
Western response to the crisis. read more

More than 3.5 million people have fled
since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24,
putting a strain on the neighboring Euro-
pean countries receiving them. U.S. law-
makers and advocates have urged Biden
to do more to help those seeking refuge in
the United States.

A senior Biden official said the adminis-
tration still expected many Ukrainians to
choose to remain in Europe close to their
home country but added the U.S. com-
mitment to receive more people would
relieve some pressure on European nations
currently hosting refugees.

“We recognize that some number of

Ukrainians who have fled may wish to
come to the United States temporarily,”

People stand in a long queue during the distribution of humanitarian aid near
a damaged store of wholesaler Metro in the course of Ukraine-Russia conflict
in the besieged southern port city of Mariupol, Ukraine March 24, 2022. REU-

The United States wants to ensure that
women, children, LGBTQ individuals

the official told reporters on the condition
of anonymity.

TERS/Alexander Ermochenko

The Biden administration said in a state-
ment it would use ““the full range of legal
pathways” to bring Ukrainians to the
United States, including the U.S. refugee
resettlement program.

States within the current fiscal year, which
stretches until the end of September, the
U.S. official said.

In the first two weeks of March, seven
Ukrainian refugees resettled in the United
States, internal U.S. State Department
data seen by Reuters shows, as the war
intensified and the number of Ukrainians
fleeing skyrocketed. read more

As part of the effort Ukrainians may enter
through existing visa avenues and through
a relief program known as “humanitari-
an parole,” which allows people into the
country on an emergency basis, the senior

administration official said. .
Eastern European countries, most notably

Poland, have received the bulk of people
escaping the Russian shelling of cities and
towns across Ukraine. Those countries
want additional nations to help take in
refugees, with the European Union set to
discuss “fair burden sharing.” read more

‘BURDEN SHARING”’

Before the crisis erupted in Ukraine, Biden
launched the largest U.S. resettlement
effort since the Vietnam War by accepting
about 80,000 Afghans after U.S. troops

left Afghanistan following 20 years of war.The United States has allocated billions of

dollars in economic aid to fleeing Ukraini-

In contrast to the Afghan evacuation ans and countries hosting them.

however, the 100,000 Ukrainians would

not necessarily be allowed into the United The current effort to allow more Ukrai-

and other potentially vulnerable groups
have access to food, clean water, shel-
ter and medical care, the Biden admin-

. . . . istration official said.
nians into the United States is part

of a broader series of aid measures
announced by the Biden administra-
tion on Thursday, including $1 billion
in new funding toward humanitarian
assistance to support people still in
Ukraine and “those affected by the
global impacts of Russia’s war,” which
Russia calls a “‘special military opera-
tion.”

Reporting by Jarrett Renshaw in Brus-
sels and Ted Hesson in Washington;
Additional reporting by Susan Heavey;
Editing by Mica Rosenberg and How-
ard Goller

The Biden administration will launch
a new democracy and human rights
program that aims to provide at least
$320 million in new funding to defend
human rights in Ukraine and neighbor-
ing countries.

The program will document and pre-
serve evidence of potential war crimes
being committed in Ukraine, the ad-
ministration said, as part of a broader
push “to hold Russia accountable for
its actions.”
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France’s President Emmanuel Macron gestures next to U.S. President Joe
Biden during a NATO summit to discuss Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, at the
alliance’s headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. REUTERS/Gonzalo Fuentes

A girl walks outside a migrant camp near the EI Chaparral border crossing in Tijuana, Mexico
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November 8, 2021. REUTERS/Toya Sarno Jordan

Debris, including a stop sign,
litters the road as a worker looks
to shut off the gas line to a de-
stroyed home in the aftermath of
a tornado in the Arabi neighbor-
hood of New Orleans, Louisiana,
U.S. REUTERS/Adrees Latif

Soldiers look at the wreckage
of a vehicle at a scene of a car
bomb attack that killed a senior
Yemeni military leader, Briga-
dier General Thabet Gawas, in
the southern port city of Aden,
Yemen March 24, 2022. REU-
TERS/Fawaz Salman

Children play in front of a building damaged in fighting during Ukraine-Russia conflict, in the

besieged southern port of Mariupol, Ukraine. REUTERS/Alexander Ermochenko

Police officers take sam-
ples on a balcony after
five people appeared to
have jumped from their
apartment, in Montreux,
Switzerland. REUTERS/
Denis Balibouse
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Celebrating Asian American And

Pacific Islander Heritage Month

Six Charts That Shed Light
On Images Of Asian

Americans Held By Many

By Connie Hanzhang Jin - NPR Writer

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

“Smart.” “Hard-working.” “Nice.” Those
were among the adjectives that respondents
offered up in a recent poll when asked to
describe Asian Americans.
The poll, conducted by the nonprofit Lead-
ing Asian Americans to Unite for Change
(LAAUNCH), was another all-too-familiar
reminder that Asian Americans are still per-
ceived as the “model minority.”
Since the end of World War II, this myth
about Asian Americans and their perceived
collective success has been used as a racial
wedge — to minimize the role racism plays
in the struggles of other minority groups,
such as Black Americans.
Characterizing Asian Americans as a mod-
el minority flattens the diverse experiences
of Asian Americans into a singular, narrow
narrative. And it paints a misleading picture
about the community that doesn’t align with
current statistics.
Here’s a look at some common misconcep-
tions driven by the model minority myth.
Myth: Asian Americans are a single
monolithic group

Currently, more than 22 million people
of Asian descent live in the U.S., mak-
ing up approximately 7% of the nation’s
population. They trace their heritage to
different regions around the world, with
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian
descent making up the largest shares,
though no group makes up a majority.
More than 1.5 million Pacific Islanders,
who descend from Micronesia, Melane-
sia or Polynesia, live in the U.S. as well.
ASIAN AMERICANS TRACE
THEIR HERITAGE TO DIFFER-
ENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD

LR
Yo & 43
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NOTES

The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian de-
scent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset of
countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be people
outside of this classification who self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community
Survey

Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

Academics and activists trace the term “Asian American”
to 1968, when students at the University of California,
Berkeley, founded the Asian American Political Alliance.
At the time, the group sought to unite students of Japanese,
Chinese and Filipino descent to fight for political and social
recognition.

“Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders” (AAPI) is a term
that has its roots in the 1980s and ‘90s, when the U.S.
Census Bureau used the “Asian Pacific American” clas-
sification to group Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders together. In 1997, the bureau disaggregated the
categories into “Asian” and “Pacific Islander.”

Scholars and activists have critiqued both terms for mask-
ing differences in histories and needs among communities,
as well as supporting the myth that Asian Americans are a
monolithic group.

Within these regional groups, a huge variety of ethnicities
exist within the Asian American community. People who
identify their heritage as Chinese, Indian or Filipino make
up the largest share.

MANY ETHNICITIES FALL UNDER THE
ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA

Ethnicity and national origin of the Asian American population, 2012

> Pakistani
Cambodian

Hmong

Thai

Laotian

Japanese
1,335,426
(7%)

Korean
1,760,428
(9%)

Vietnamese
1,860,069
(10%)

Nepalese
Sri Lankan
Malaysian [1126,896
Mongolian | 23,176
Bhutanese (122,055
Okinawan [10,565

Other Asian, not specified

Other Asian, specified | 8,238

Filipino
3,593,534
(19%)

Asian Indian
3,341,560
(18%)

Source: Bureau of the Census, "Asian alone or in any combination by selected groups, 2012;" available at
h d March 2014)

Notes

Ethnicities with fewer than 100,000 people not shown.
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian
descent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset
of countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be
people outside of this classification who self-identify as
Asian.

These numbers have risen rapidly in recent years. The
Asian American population is the fastest-growing racial
or ethnic group in the U.S., growing by 81% from 2000
to 2019. The Hispanic population saw the second-fastest
growth, at 70%, followed by Native Hawaiians and Pacific

Islanders, at 60%. The white population grew by only 1% in that time.
Myth: Asian Americans are high earning and well educated
Asian Americans have a median household income of around $78,000
a year, which is higher than the national median of about $66,000.
However, that overall statistic obscures large differences among differ-

ent Asian-origin groups.

These economic disparities are partially driven by similar disparities in
education levels among Asian Americans. The highest-earning groups
— Indian American and Taiwanese American households — also have
the highest levels of education, while the lowest-earning groups have
comparatively lower levels of education.

Key Disparities In Income And Education Among
Different Asian American Groups

Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' income is wide-ranging
Median household income, 2013-2015

$100,500

H
?
3
i

$30,000

25,000 50,000 75,000

o

$100,000

f the U.S. Con:

20132015 Ameri munity Survey 1-Year Estimates

Equitable

o Growth

tegory alone. For this calculation, a
Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' college attainment highly differs
Share with a bachelor's degree or higher, 2013-2015

Us. st elor's AAPI share with bachelor's
d igher

degree or

74.5%

75%

¥V, Equitable
@ Growth

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian descent as any-
one who traces their heritage to a subset of countries in the continent
of Asia. But there may be people outside of this classification who
self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

(Continued On Page C4)
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(Continued From Page C3)

Six Charts That Shed Light On Images
Of Asian Americans Held By Many

INDIAN AMERICAN
GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $127,000 A YEAR.
ON THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, BURMESE AMERICAN HOUSE-
HOLDS ARE THE LOWEST-EARNING GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSE-
HOLD INCOME OF $46,000 A YEAR.

HOUSEHOLDS ARE THE HIGHEST-EARNING

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

In fact, a 2018 Pew Research Center study
found that Asian Americans were the most
economically divided racial or ethnic group
in the U.S., with Asian Americans in the top
10th of the income distribution making 10.7
times more than those in the bottom 10th.
Myth: Asian Americans immigrate to the
U.S. in the “right” way

More than half of those who identify as
Asian American and at least 17% of Pacific
Islanders were born outside the U.S., ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The Asian American community has the
highest proportion of immigrants of any
ethnic or racial group in the United States.
Yet, Asian Americans are often overlooked
in debates about immigration reform.
Asians have a wide range of reasons for
immigrating to the U.S., including those
coming as refugees or asylum-seekers. Out
of the almost 11 million estimated undocu-
mented immigrants in the U.S., around 1.5
million (14%) are from Asia, according to
the Migration Policy Institute.

A LARGE NUMBER OF ASIANS IN

7

Vo) SRR

AMERICA ARE UNAUTHO-
RIZED IMMIGRANTS

Out of the top 10 most common ori-
gin countries for unauthorized immi-
grants in the U.S., an estimated one
million people come from India, China
or the Philippines.

ORIGIN EST. NUMBER OF UNAUTHORIZED

COUNTRY: IMMIGRANTS: SRR,
Mexicos 3,372,000 3%
El Salvadore 750,000 The
Guatemala: 368,000+ e
India? 4690000 $e
Honduras 402,000 &%
Chingo 3940000 e
Philippiness 233,000 We
Dominican Republic: 191,000 Ve
Colombias 182,000 Lo
Brazile 1450000 1%e

NOTES Data as of 2018, Source: Migration Policy Institute Credit: Connie
Hanzhang Jn/NPR+

Heightened immigration enforcement
has also impacted Asian Americans.
From 2015 to 2018, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement arrested about
15,000 immigrants from Asia, according
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to a report by the nonprofit Asian Amer-
icans Advancing Justice.

The report also found that Southeast
Asian immigrants were three to four
times more likely to be deported for
old criminal convictions compared with
other immigrant groups. Out of the ap-
proximately 16,000 Southeast Asians
with final removal orders in that period,
more than 13,000 had removal orders
that were based on old criminal convic-
tions.

Myth: Asian Americans Face Less
Systemic Racism And Discrimination
Since the coronavirus pandemic started,
hate crimes and violence against Asian
Americans have increased. In an April
survey conducted by the Pew Research
Center, 32% of Asian American adults
— a greater percentage than any other
racial or ethnic group — said that they
feared someone might threaten or phys-
ically attack them.

ASTAN AMERICANS AND OTHER
GROUPS REPORT NEGATIVE
EXPERIENCES SINCE THE
START OF THE PANDEMIC

About four-in-ten Americans say it is more common for
people to express racist views about people who are
Asian than before COVID-19

% saying itis___ for people to express racist or racially insensitive views
about each of the following groups in our society compared to before the
coronavirus outbreak

More Less About as
common common common
People who are Asian “ 1ﬂ 48
People who are Black m E‘ 59
People who are white 14 66
People who are Hispanic ﬂ 73

*Asian adults were interviewed in English only.

Note: Share of respondents who didn't offer an answer not shown. White, Black and Asian
adults include those who report being only one race and are not Hispanic. Hispanics are of
any race.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 4-10, 2020.

“Many Black and Asian Americans Say They Have Experienced Discrimination Amid the
COVID-19 Outbreak”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Share of respondents who say each of
the following has happened to them
since the coronavirus outbreak because
of their race or ethnicity.

NOTES

Asian American adults were inter-
viewed in English only. Sample does
not include Pacific Islanders.

Source: Pew Research Center survey of
U.S. adults conducted April 5-11.
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR
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In response, the House of Representatives
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act on
May 18. The bill would have the Justice
Department appoint a point person to ex-
pedite the review of hate crimes related to
COVID-19. It would also direct resources
toward making the reporting of hate crimes
more accessible.

Despite increased news coverage of vari-
ous attacks against Asian Americans and
the upcoming legislation, the LAAUNCH
survey, which was conducted between
March 29 to April 14, found that 37% of
white Americans were not aware of in-
creased incidents of hate crimes.

But anti-Asian bias and discrimination are
not new to the pandemic. To understand
the current climate, it’s important to look
at historical context. In past periods of
national tension, especially during times
when the U.S. has been at war with Asian
countries, anti-Asian racism has similarly
risen.

Myth: Asian Americans are fairly repre-
sented in leadership positions

The recent LAAUNCH survey also found
that almost half of Americans incorrectly
believe that Asian Americans are over-
represented or fairly represented in senior
positions within American companies, pol-
itics, media or other realms.

In reality, Asian Americans are underrepre-
sented in these positions of power, holding
about 3% of these positions in comparison
with composing 7% of the U.S. population,
a report from The New York Times found
last year.

More specifically, Asian Americans have
the lowest degree of representation in polit-
ical office compared with any other racial
or ethnic group.

Asian Americans Are The Most
Politically Underrepresented
Group
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When it comes to holding elected office,
as of last year Asian Americans were
underrepresented relative to their pop-
ulation by a differential of -85%. White
people were overrepresented by 46%.

Number of non-White House and Senate members
by race/ethnicity

Black
™ Hispanic 4
= Asian American T
m Native American 2 17

Asian Americans are even underrepresent-
ed in states with a high concentration of
Asian American residents, like New York
and California, according to a report by the
Reflective Democracy Campaign.
Especially since the start of collective
activism among Asian Americans in the
1960s, Asian Americans have had a rich
history of political activism and involve-
ment. But that history has not always trans-
lated to greater representation in political
leadership.

One finding in the LAAUNCH survey
may point to answers: 92% of Americans
polled said they were comfortable with
Asian Americans as doctors or friends, but
only 85% said they were comfortable with
an Asian American as a boss and 73% as a
president of the United States.

Despite these perceptions, Asian Ameri-
cans are pushing forward. Asian Ameri-
cans increased their voter turnout rate by
more than any other racial or ethnic group
in the 2020 election and in part helped Joe
Biden win Georgia. In that same year, 158
Asian Americans ran for state legislatures,
the highest number since the 2018 mid-
terms. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)
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