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Scant progress 1n peace talks as Ukrainian
cities pounded 1in more Russian attacks

KYIV/LV1V, Ukraine, March 17 (Reu-
ters) - Rescue workers on Thursday dug
survivors out of the rubble of a theatre
in the besieged city of Mariupol which
Ukraine said had been hit by a Russian
air strike as people sheltered there from
bombardments.

Russia denied striking the theatre. But
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv came under re-
newed Russian shelling on Thursday as
the war entered its fourth week. Western
sources and Ukrainian officials said Rus-
sia’s assault had stalled.

Officials from both sides meanwhile met
again for peace talks, but they said their
positions remained far apart.

Mariupol, a southern port city, has suf-
fered the worst humanitarian catastrophe
of the war, with hundreds of thousands
of civilians trapped in basements with no
food, water or power as Russian forces
pound it with artillery fire and air strikes.

City authorities said they were still not
able to estimate the number of possible
casualties from Wednesday’s alleged air
strike on the theatre.

“Yesterday and today, despite continuous
shelling, rubble is being cleared as much
as is possible and people are being res-
cued. Information about victims is still
being clarified,” the city council said in
a statement. It provided no figures on the
numbers rescued.

Commercial satellite pictures showed the
word “‘children” had been marked out on
the ground in front of the building before
it was hit.

Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova said the allegation that
Russia had bombed the theatre was a ““lie”.

“Russia’s armed forces don’t bomb towns
and cities,” she told a briefing.

Mariupol city council later said more than
350,000 people were still sheltering in the
city and 30,000 had left.

The assault on Ukraine started with troops
crossing the border or landing by sea and
air on Feb. 24. But Western countries say
its expectations of a swift victory and the
removal of President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy’s government have been dashed and its
invasion force has got bogged down.

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com
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The Ukrainian armed forces said on
Thursday Russian forces had “‘lost their
offensive potential and were stopped in all
directions™.

“The enemy has significant problems with
logistics and continues to suffer losses,”
it said.

SIDES FAR APART

The war has settled into a grinding pattern
of sieges of cities.

The United Nations human rights office
in Geneva said it had recorded 2,032
civilian casualties so far - 780 killed and
1,252 injured. Some 3.2 million civilians,
mostly women and children, have now
fled Ukraine to neighbouring countries,
the United Nations said.

But the Russians have failed to capture a
major city in the face of spirited resistance
from Ukrainian forces.

A fourth straight day of talks between
Russian and Ukrainian negotiators took
place by videolink, but the Kremlin said

an agreement had yet to be reached.

People cross checkpoint of Ukrainian
forces as they evacuate from a village
occupied by Russian troops on the
front line in the north Kyiv region

A woman with a child evacuates from
a residential building damaged by
shelling in Kyiv

“Our delegation is putting in colossal
effort,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said. “Our delegation... is
ready to work around the clock - but
unfortunately we don’t see such zeal
from the Ukrainian side.”

Moscow has previously said it was
close to agreeing a formula that would
keep Ukraine neutral, one of its de-
mands.

Ukrainian presidential adviser
Mykhailo Podolyak said the negotia-
tions were complicated.

“The positions of the parties are dif-
ferent. For us, fundamental issues are
inviolable,” he said.

0378157, /62. 022

Ukraine has said it is willing to nego-
tiate an end to the war but will not sur-
render or accept Russian ultimatums.

It is sticking to its core position that it
retain sovereignty over areas occupied
since 2014 by Russian and pro-Russian
forces.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has
shown little sign of relenting, even
though punitive Western sanctions are
damaging his country’s economy.

Kyiv and its Western allies say Rus-
sia launched the war to subjugate a
neighbour Putin calls an artificial state.
Moscow says it is carrying out a “‘spe-
cial operation” to disarm Ukraine.

The White House said U.S. President
Joe Biden would hold a call on Fri-
day with Chinese leader Xi Jinping as
Washington tries to persuade Beijing
not to provide support to Russia.

Ukraine’s Zelenskiy addressed the
German Bundestag by video link,
pulling no punches in a speech that
invoked the Holocaust and the Berlin
Wall, and seemed intended to shame
pro-Russian politicians in Germany,
Moscow’s main energy buyer.

The Threat Of Nuclear

UN Secretary General Guterres
warned this week that, “the
prospect of nuclear war is now
back within the realm of
pOSSIbIIIty
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telling U.S. lawmakers that
“We need you right now.” As
he mentioned, the tragedies on
the attack of Pearl Harbor and
the September 11 terrorist
attack provoke memories. Heo§ 4
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i Jinjin, a 66—year—old

hinese lawyer in Queens
k|IIed by a female customen;=
his office Monday morning.”

According to the police report3 —
the 25-year—old female, Ms.

, Zhang, was represented by
lawyer Li in an immigration
case for political asylum for a
green card. Li was suspended
to serve on her case due to
other factors.

We are deeply saddened by
the occurrence of this case. We
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The battle for Houston’ s

Last night we went to a
gathering at Mr. Gilbert Garcia
s home for his warm up
activities for the Mayor of
Houston election to be held at

Facebook Page:
Southern News
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of struggle, H many people have
become rich and become*gomal
leaders, including. Mr Gilbert
Garcia.

We are so glad he is running
for political office to fight for
most of us. We as Asian
Americans will come out to
learn and support him.
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A man covered in coloured powder shakes his head during Holi celebrations

Make
Today

in Ahmedabad, India. REUTERS/Amit Dave

Christie’s International Head of Sculpture Donald Johnston poses with the recently re-dis-
covered lost masterpiece’ Maddalena Giacente (Recumbent Magdalene) from 1819-1822’ by
Italian artist Antonio Canova, during a photocall at Christie’s auction house in London, Britain.

REUTERS/Henry Nicholls

Editor’s Choice

A woman uses her mobile phone
as she sits inside a bus after she
crossed the border from Ukraine
to Poland, amid Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, at the border
checkpoint in Medyka, Poland.
REUTERS/Zohra Bensemra

A woman walks with a bicycle
next to a building damaged
during the Ukraine-Russia
conflict in the separatist-con-
trolled town of Volnovakha in
the Donetsk region, Ukraine.
REUTERS/Alexander Ermo-
chenko

Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, pets the Irish Guards mascot Turlough Mor, during the St
Patrick’s Day Parade in Aldershot, Britain. REUTERS/Hannah McKay

People wearing face masks
as protection against the
coronavirus sell street food
in Bangkok’s Chinatown,
Thailand. REUTERS/Athit
Perawongmetha
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Celebrating Asian American And

Pacific Islander Heritage Month

Six Charts That Shed Light
On Images Of Asian
Americans Held By Many

By Connie Hanzhang Jin - NPR Writer

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

“Smart.” “Hard-working.” “Nice.” Those
were among the adjectives that respondents
offered up in a recent poll when asked to
describe Asian Americans.
The poll, conducted by the nonprofit Lead-
ing Asian Americans to Unite for Change
(LAAUNCH), was another all-too-familiar
reminder that Asian Americans are still per-
ceived as the “model minority.”
Since the end of World War II, this myth
about Asian Americans and their perceived
collective success has been used as a racial
wedge — to minimize the role racism plays
in the struggles of other minority groups,
such as Black Americans.
Characterizing Asian Americans as a mod-
el minority flattens the diverse experiences
of Asian Americans into a singular, narrow
narrative. And it paints a misleading picture
about the community that doesn’t align with
current statistics.
Here’s a look at some common misconcep-
tions driven by the model minority myth.
Myth: Asian Americans are a single
monolithic group

Currently, more than 22 million people
of Asian descent live in the U.S., mak-
ing up approximately 7% of the nation’s
population. They trace their heritage to
different regions around the world, with
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian
descent making up the largest shares,
though no group makes up a majority.
More than 1.5 million Pacific Islanders,
who descend from Micronesia, Melane-
sia or Polynesia, live in the U.S. as well.
ASIAN AMERICANS TRACE
THEIR HERITAGE TO DIFFER-
ENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD

NOTES

The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian de-
scent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset of
countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be people
outside of this classification who self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community
Survey

Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

Academics and activists trace the term “Asian American”
to 1968, when students at the University of California,
Berkeley, founded the Asian American Political Alliance.
At the time, the group sought to unite students of Japanese,
Chinese and Filipino descent to fight for political and social
recognition.

“Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders” (AAPI) is a term
that has its roots in the 1980s and ‘90s, when the U.S.
Census Bureau used the “Asian Pacific American” clas-
sification to group Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders together. In 1997, the bureau disaggregated the
categories into “Asian” and “Pacific Islander.”

Scholars and activists have critiqued both terms for mask-
ing differences in histories and needs among communities,
as well as supporting the myth that Asian Americans are a
monolithic group.

Within these regional groups, a huge variety of ethnicities
exist within the Asian American community. People who
identify their heritage as Chinese, Indian or Filipino make
up the largest share.

MANY ETHNICITIES FALL UNDER THE
ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA

Ethnicity and national origin of the Asian American population, 2012

- Pakistani 409,966
Cambodian 310,064
Hmong I 280,178

Other
2,853,991
(15%) Thai 261,042
Laotian [N 255,934
Taiwanese 174,772
Bangladeshi [N 158,985
Burmese [II1124,350
197,669
Nepalese [l 94,254
Sri Lankan [ 50,964
Malaysian |1126,896
Mongolian [ 23,176
Bhutanese [122,055
(18%) Okinawan [10,565
Other Asian, not specified |IIII544,883
Other Asian, specified | 8,238

Japanese
1,335,426
(7%)

Indonesian
Korean
1,760,428

(9%) Filipino
3,593,534

Vietnamese 1996)

1,860,069

(10%) Asian Indian
3,341,560

Source: Bureau of the Census, "Asian alone or in any combination by selected groups, 2012;" available at
h 21 < March 2014).

Notes

Ethnicities with fewer than 100,000 people not shown.
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian
descent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset
of countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be
people outside of this classification who self-identify as
Asian.

These numbers have risen rapidly in recent years. The
Asian American population is the fastest-growing racial
or ethnic group in the U.S., growing by 81% from 2000
to 2019. The Hispanic population saw the second-fastest
growth, at 70%, followed by Native Hawaiians and Pacific

Islanders, at 60%. The white population grew by only 1% in that time.
Myth: Asian Americans are high earning and well educated
Asian Americans have a median household income of around $78,000
a year, which is higher than the national median of about $66,000.
However, that overall statistic obscures large differences among differ-

ent Asian-origin groups.

These economic disparities are partially driven by similar disparities in
education levels among Asian Americans. The highest-earning groups
— Indian American and Taiwanese American households — also have
the highest levels of education, while the lowest-earning groups have
comparatively lower levels of education.

Key Disparities In Income And Education Among
Different Asian American Groups

Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' income is wide-ranging
Median household income, 2013-2015

$100,500

i

$30,000
25,000

o

50,000 75,000 $100,000

f the U.S. Con:

20132015 Ameri Survey 1-Year Estir

Equitable
o Growth

tegory alone. For this calculation, a

Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' college attainment highly differs
Share with a bachelor's degree or higher, 2013-2015

AAPI share with bachelor's
degree or high

74.5%

15

45

o
o
N
v
B

Equitable
@ Growth

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian descent as any-
one who traces their heritage to a subset of countries in the continent
of Asia. But there may be people outside of this classification who
self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

(Continued On Page C4)
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(Continued From Page C3)

Six Charts That Shed Light On Images

Of Asian Americans Held By Many

N )
INDIAN AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS ARE THE HIGHEST-EARNING
GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $127,000 A YEAR.
ON THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, BURMESE AMERICAN HOUSE-
HOLDS ARE THE LOWEST-EARNING GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSE-
HOLD INCOME OF $46,000 A YEAR.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

In fact, a 2018 Pew Research Center study
found that Asian Americans were the most
economically divided racial or ethnic group
in the U.S., with Asian Americans in the top

AMERICA ARE UNAUTHO-
RIZED IMMIGRANTS

Out of the top 10 most common ori-
gin countries for unauthorized immi-

to a report by the nonprofit Asian Amer-
icans Advancing Justice.

The report also found that Southeast
Asian immigrants were three to four
times more likely to be deported for
old criminal convictions compared with
other immigrant groups. Out of the ap-
proximately 16,000 Southeast Asians
with final removal orders in that period,
more than 13,000 had removal orders
that were based on old criminal convic-
tions.

Myth: Asian Americans Face Less
Systemic Racism And Discrimination
Since the coronavirus pandemic started,
hate crimes and violence against Asian
Americans have increased. In an April
survey conducted by the Pew Research
Center, 32% of Asian American adults
— a greater percentage than any other
racial or ethnic group — said that they
feared someone might threaten or phys-
ically attack them.

ASTAN AMERICANS AND OTHER
GROUPS REPORT NEGATIVE
EXPERIENCES SINCE THE
START OF THE PANDEMIC

About four-in-ten Americans say it is more common for
people to express racist views about people who are
Asian than before COVID-19

% saying it is
about each of the following groups in our society compared to before the
coronavirus outbreak

____for people to express racist or racially insensitive views

More Less About as
10th of the income distribution making 10.7 grants in the U.S., an estimated one common “"':'11“"" common
X . J— . . People who are Asian [JIEEIH 1: 48
times more than those in the bottom 10th. million people come from India, China peopewno e Bk 5 -

e who are Blacl
Myth: Asian Americans immigrate to the or the Philippines. S 8 =
M (13954 99
U.S. in the “right” way o ORIGIN ESTNMBEROFUMITHORTED oo oo, PosewhoareHeponic u 7
More than half of those who identify as COUNTRY: IMMIGRANTS: ) *Asan s were nteviewed n ngis oy
. . . " ot Note: Share of respondents who didn't offer an answer not shown. White, Black and Asian
Asian American and at least 17% of Pacific  Meiw 3320000 L adults include those who report being; only one race and are not Hispanic. Hispanics are of
. l Savad 750,000 T e ,
Islanders were born outside the U.S., ac- """ { S o e e et oo om0
. Gllal!mﬂliw ]M,mﬂ 5%‘] COVII;—" 9 Outbreak” : ’ ’ ’
he U.S. Census Bureau i .
COI‘dll’lg tot e . India® 49,000 4%e PEW RESEARCH CENTER
The Asian American community has the Hwars: 200 e
highest proportion of immigrants of any (i e P
et}gmic orp rafial roup in the %nited Statesy ) i Share of respondents who say each of
Yei. Asian A g P " ook d Dominicen Republiee 191010 B the following has happened to them
et, Asian Americans are often overlooke ; . .

o R Colmbias 1820007 L since the coronavirus outbreak because
in debates about immigration reform. Braril: 15000 1%

Asians have a wide range of reasons for

NOTES Data as of 2018, Source: Migration Policy Institute Credit: Connie

of their race or ethnicity.
NOTES

i i i i i Hanzhang JinNPR . . .
i grafing fto the U.S.,lmcludllr(lg th(o)se e Asian American adults were inter-
COMINg as 1e ugees. O.I asy u.m-see ers. Out . L viewed in English only. Sample does
of the almost 11 million estimated undocu- Heightened immigration enforcement

mented immigrants in the U.S., around 1.5
million (14%) are from Asia, according to
the Migration Policy Institute.

A LARGE NUMBER OF ASIANS IN

=B

has also impacted Asian Americans.
From 2015 to 2018, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement arrested about

not include Pacific Islanders.

Source: Pew Research Center survey of
U.S. adults conducted April 5-11.
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

15,000 immigrants from Asia, according
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In response, the House of Representatives
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act on
May 18. The bill would have the Justice
Department appoint a point person to ex-
pedite the review of hate crimes related to
COVID-19. It would also direct resources
toward making the reporting of hate crimes
more accessible.

Despite increased news coverage of vari-
ous attacks against Asian Americans and
the upcoming legislation, the LAAUNCH
survey, which was conducted between
March 29 to April 14, found that 37% of
white Americans were not aware of in-
creased incidents of hate crimes.

But anti-Asian bias and discrimination are
not new to the pandemic. To understand
the current climate, it’s important to look
at historical context. In past periods of
national tension, especially during times
when the U.S. has been at war with Asian
countries, anti-Asian racism has similarly
risen.

Myth: Asian Americans are fairly repre-
sented in leadership positions

The recent LAAUNCH survey also found
that almost half of Americans incorrectly
believe that Asian Americans are over-
represented or fairly represented in senior
positions within American companies, pol-
itics, media or other realms.

In reality, Asian Americans are underrepre-
sented in these positions of power, holding
about 3% of these positions in comparison
with composing 7% of the U.S. population,
a report from The New York Times found
last year.

More specifically, Asian Americans have
the lowest degree of representation in polit-
ical office compared with any other racial
or ethnic group.

Asian Americans Are The Most
Politically Underrepresented
Group

When it comes to holding elected office,
as of last year Asian Americans were
underrepresented relative to their pop-
ulation by a differential of -85%. White
people were overrepresented by 46%.

Number of non-White House and Senate members
by race/ethnicity

= Black s
= Hispanic 4
= Asian American 17
= Native Ame rican 2 17

Asian Americans are even underrepresent-
ed in states with a high concentration of
Asian American residents, like New York
and California, according to a report by the
Reflective Democracy Campaign.
Especially since the start of collective
activism among Asian Americans in the
1960s, Asian Americans have had a rich
history of political activism and involve-
ment. But that history has not always trans-
lated to greater representation in political
leadership.

One finding in the LAAUNCH survey
may point to answers: 92% of Americans

polled said they were comfortable with
Asian Americans as doctors or friends, but
only 85% said they were comfortable with
an Asian American as a boss and 73% as a
president of the United States.

Despite these perceptions, Asian Ameri-
cans are pushing forward. Asian Ameri-
cans increased their voter turnout rate by
more than any other racial or ethnic group
in the 2020 election and in part helped Joe
Biden win Georgia. In that same year, 158
Asian Americans ran for state legislatures,
the highest number since the 2018 mid-
terms. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)
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99 Ranch Malket is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein. 99 Ranch Market and / orits affiliates, subsidiaries, agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, rellabllrnr r;untent or advertise
in text of graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes only and constitute neither an endorsement nor a recommendation by 99 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does not imply endorsement of the advertised company or product, 99 Ranch Market has no control and assurmes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties
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