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Russia seizes Ukraine nuclear power
plant as forces lay siege to cities

LVIV, Ukraine/KYIV, March 4 (Reuters) -
Russian forces in Ukraine seized Europe’s
biggest nuclear power plant on Friday in
an assault that caused alarm around the
world and that Washington said had risked
catastrophe, although officials said later
that the facility was now safe.

Fighting also raged elsewhere in Ukraine
as troops besieged and bombarded several
cities in the second week of an invasion
launched by Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

The capital Kyiv, in the path of a Russian
armoured column that has been stalled
on a road for days, came under renewed
attack, with explosions audible from the
city centre. read more

The southeastern port city of Mariupol - a
key prize for the Russian forces - has been
encircled and shelled. Its mayor said on
Friday it had no water, heat or electricity
and is running out of food after five days
under attack.

“We are simply being destroyed,” Mayor
Vadym Boychenko said.

However, NATO allies on Friday rejected
Ukraine’s appeal for no-fly zones, saying
they were increasing support but that step-
ping in directly would lead to a broader,
even more brutal European war.

Putin’s actions have drawn almost univer-
sal worldwide condemnation and Western
countries have imposed heavy sanctions in
an effort to squeeze the Russian economy.

A humanitarian disaster is also unfolding,
with more than one million people seeking
refuge in western Ukraine and in neigh-
bouring countries. Thousands of people
are believed to have been killed or wound-
ed since the invasion started on Feb. 24.

The attack on the Zaporizhzhia nucle-

ar power plant brought the conflict to a
perilous moment. As shells hit the area,

a blaze broke out in a training building

- triggering a spasm of alarm around the
world before the fire was extinguished and
officials said the facility was safe.

The U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, said
the world had narrowly averted a nuclear
catastrophe.

The attack reflected a “dangerous new
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escalation” in Russia’s invasion, she

said during an emergency U.N. Security
Council meeting, warning that “imminent
danger” persisted and demanding assur-
ances from Moscow that such an assault
will not happen again.

An official at Energoatom, the Ukrainian
state nuclear plant operator, told Reuters
fighting had ceased and radiation levels
were normal. But his organisation no
longer had contact with the plant’s man-
agers or control over its nuclear material,
he said.

International Atomic Energy Agency chief
Raphael Grossi said the plant was undam-

aged from what he believed was a Russian
projectile. Only one of its six reactors was

working, at around 60% of capacity.

Russia’s defence ministry also said the
plant was working normally. It blamed the
fire on an attack by Ukrainian saboteurs
and said its forces were in control.

The plant and adjacent territory were now
being guarded by Russian troops, Mos-
cow’s envoy to the United Nations said.

APPEAL SPURNED

Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz
phoned Putin and demanded he call
off the war. But NATO allies meeting
in Brussels rejected Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s demand
for no-fly zones.

“We are not part of this conflict,”
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg told a news conference.

“We have a responsibility as NATO al-
lies to prevent this war from escalating
beyond Ukraine because that would be
even more dangerous, more devastat-
ing and would cause even more human
suffering.”

A view shows a damaged adminis-
trative building of the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant in Enerhodar
Surveillance camera footage shows

a flare landing at the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant during shelling in
Enerhodar

Surveillance camera footage shows

a flare landing at the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant during shelling in
Enerhodar
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
also rejected a no-fly zone, saying

the only way to implement one over
Ukraine would be for NATO forces to
shoot down Russian planes.

Moscow denies targeting civilians in
Ukraine and says its aim is to disarm
its neighbour, counter what it views as
NATO aggression and capture lead-
ers it calls neo-Nazis. Ukraine and

its Western allies call that a baseless
pretext for a war to conquer a country
of 44 million people.

Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney
lamented “the images we see of apart-
ment blocks in working class areas
outside of cities with half of buildings
gone, in smouldering rubble.”

More EU sanctions were coming,
potentially including a ban on Rus-
sian-flagged ships in European ports
and blocking imports of steel, timber,
aluminium or coal, he said.
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Nuclear Power Plant In

Danger

Russian forces have The plant was built during

occupied Ukraine’ s the time of the Soviet Union

Zaporizhzhia nuclear power inthe 1980s and still

- plant following afire at the supplies 25% of Ukraine’ s

facility. Early Friday, officials  electricity. The Russians:

- 8aid the radiation levels have tried to cut off the

“appear normal: - - power supply to interrupt the-
= -+ consumption of power by

President Zelensky accused ~ Ukraine’ s defense forces

- Russian forces of and end the people” s
intentionally firing at the livelihoods and resources.
plant and urged world .z,
leaders to stop Russia We believe the:whole: ~
before this.becomes a incident in Ukraine will have -
nuclear disaster: a major change on the

. future of the world. First of

l all, in the .economic field, the  second largest military
- 'severe sanctions imposed power in the world. Russia
on'Russia by the European s impact on world affairs is
-“Union and the United States by no meansisolated by *

Wea H. Lee [ o : s , will cause Russia to suffer sanctions. Moreover, many

) : , ‘ unprecedented difficulties, countries in the world are
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b o ’ e~ people and cause more
political turmoil in the future.  The attacks on nuclear
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Li Duan of China places the Paralympic torch in the cauldron during the opening ceremony.
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Fireworks are seen over the
National Stadium during the
opening ceremony of the Bei-
jing 2022 Winter Paralympic
Games, March 4, 2022. REU-
TERS/Peter Cziborra

Flagbearer Maksym Yarovyi of Ukraine during the athletes parade. REU-
TERS/Aly Song

Fireworks are seen over the National Stadium during the opening ceremony. REUTERS/Aly

REUTERS/Gonzalo Fuentes Song

Flagbearers Guo Yujie of China
and Wang Zhidong of China
lead their contingent during the
athletes parade. REUTERS/Gon-
zalo Fuentes

United States contingent
is seen during the athletes
parade. REUTERS/Peter
Cziborra
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But Things Will Be ‘Difficult’

At Least Until The

vin

WHO Envoy Says The
Pandemic’s End Is ‘In Sight’

A long line of cars at the entrance to
site in Barnett Park in Orlando. Paul
et via Getty Images

a COVID-19 testing and vaccination
Hennessy/SOPA Images/LightRock-

Key Point
*A World Health Organization special envoy said
on Monday that the pandemic’s end was in sight.
*The envoy David Nabarro, told Sky News that life
would be difficult until at least the spring.
*The world --and the U.S.-- faces a surge
in COVID-19 cases fueled by the Omicron variant.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A special envoy on the World Health Organization’s
coronavirus team said on Monday that the pandem-
ic’s end was in sight, but that life would still be diffi-
cult until at least the spring.

“I’'m afraid we are moving through the marathon but
there’s no actual way to say that we’re at the end —
we can see the end in sight, but we’re not there,” spe-
cial envoy David Nabarro told Sky News.

He added that before the world got to the end of the
pandemic, there would be “‘some bumps.”

“It’s going to be difficult for the next three months at
least,” Nabarro told Sky.

He said that the world would continue to see new
COVID-19 variants and feel the pressure of strained
healthcare systems. Though it’s difficult to use the
past to predict the virus® future behavior, Nabarro
said he expected the virus to come in surges, and in
order to live with it, people would need to prepare
and react quickly to the surges.

x & , ) —“Life can go on, we
" Wi i ‘@ (can get the economy
oVID-19) el T going again in many

=] countries, but we

Hjust have to be real-

having really good plans in place for dealing with
the surges,” he said.
The world is facing a surge in COVID-19 cas-
es in part because of the Omicron variant. As of
January 9, the world was facing an average of 2.4
million daily COVID-19 cases globally, according
to Johns Hopkins data shared by The New York
Times.
The US, which boasts the world’s highest case
count, is averaging almost 670,000 new daily cas-
es — fueled by the highly transmissible Omicron
variant — the latest Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention data indicated. (Courtesy https:/
www.businessinsider.com/)
Related
“Just like previous variants, omicron is

hospitalizing people, and it is killing people.”
WHO: Omicron Is Not Mild And It Is
Crushing Health Care Systems Worldwide

World Health Organization (WHO) Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
speaks during a press conference on December
20, 2021, at the WHO headquarters in Geneva.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, South-
em Daily Editor

The World Health Organization on Thursday
pushed back against the consistent chatter that the
ultra-transmissible omicron coronavirus is “mild,”
noting that the variant is causing a “tsunami of cas-
es” that is “overwhelming health systems around
the world.”

“While omicron does appear to be less severe
compared to delta—especially in those vaccinat-
ed—it does not mean it should be categorized as
‘mild,”” WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said in a press briefing Thurs-
day. “Just like previous variants, omicron is hospi-
talizing people, and it is killing people.”

The warning comes as the US is still experiencing
a vertical rise in cases and hospitalizations from
the quick-spreading variant. In the week ending on
January 1, omicron was estimated to account for
95 percent of all cases in the US, according to the
latest analysis by the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The delta variant, which was
making up over 99 percent of US cases as recently
as the week ending on December 4, has now been
relegated to just 5 percent of cases.

With omicron’s speedy rise to dominance comes a
towering wave of cases. The US logged more than
700,000 new cases Wednesday after adding over
1 million on Monday. The seven-day average for
new daily cases is over 585,000, which is a 247
percent increase from two weeks ago.
Hospitalizations are also rising sharply in the US,
despite consistent reports that a smaller proportion
of omicron cases lead to severe disease and hospi-
talizations. In addition, reports from hospitals in the
US, the UK, and South Africa suggest that those
who do end up in the hospital with omicron are far-
ing better, requiring less supplemental oxygen, less
intensive care, and less ventilation. But that doesn’t
mean that people across the board are being spared
from the worst cases of COVID-19.

by

“We should not be complacent”

In the US right now, the daily average number
of people hospitalized with COVID-19 is up to
110,334, a 58 percent increase from two weeks
ago. And hospitalizations still appear to be rising.
Of particular concern are the rising hospitalizations
among children. More than 4,000 children are cur-
rently in the hospital with COVID-19, an all-time
high in the pandemic, according to tracking by The
‘Washington Post. The current number of hospital-
ized children is nearly double that from two weeks

ago, when fewer than 2,000 were hospitalized.
Several doctors and health experts have anecdotal-
ly reported seeing higher levels of COVID-related
croup and bronchiolitis in children.

In an interview Sunday on CBS’s Face the Na-
tion, former commissioner of the Food and Drug
Administration Scott Gottlieb said that omicron
appears to cause more disease in the upper airway
rather than deep in the lung, where severe disease
can take hold. That may be a problem for “very
young children—toddlers—who have trouble
with upper airway infections, and you’re in fact
seeing more croup-like infections and bronchiolitis
in New York City among children.”

In a White House press briefing Wednesday, top
infectious disease expert Anthony Fauci highlight-
ed the accumulating evidence finding less severe
disease in the omicron wave. Though his tone was
far less dire than that of Dr. Tedros, he still added a
note of caution about omicron’s threat.

“We should not be complacent,” Dr. Fauci said.
“The increased transmissibility... of omicron might
be overridden by the sheer volume of the number
of cases.” Those cases “may be of reduced severity
but could still stress our hospital system because a
certain proportion of a large volume of cases, no
matter what, are going to be severe.” (Courtesy
https://arstechnica.com/)

Related

Special Report
T-Cells From Common Colds Could Help Sci-

entists Make The “Holy Grail”:
A Variant-Proof COVID Vaccine

An illustration of the omicron variant, which
has been known to causes COVID-19 symp-
toms similar to the common cold. (Illustration/
‘Western Meds and TCM)

London — T-cells generated as part of the body’s
natural immune response to the common cold
may help protect against serious illness from
COVID-19, according to a study carried out in the
UK. Researchers at Imperial College London told
CBS News the findings could help scientists create
vaccines that remain more effective against new
variants of the coronavirus.
The study, which was peer reviewed and published
in the journal “Nature Communications,” began
in September 2020 and looked at 52 household
contacts of people who had tested positive for
COVID-19. It found that 26 people who were ex-
posed to the coronavirus but did not get sick had
significantly higher cross-reactive T-cells, generat-
ed by previous common colds, than those who did
become ill with COVID.

“Don’t rely on it. ‘Exploit’ it.”
“The conclusion should not be that if you’ve had a
common cold you don’t need to worry about con-
tracting COVID-19,” Professor Aljit Lalvani, one
of the authors of the study, told CBS News.
This is so for a number of reasons, including that

not all colds are caused by coronaviruses, and
T-cells’ ability to fight off symptomatic infections
wanes over time.

“What the study tells us is that there is a mecha-
nism, a natural mechanism of natural protective
immunity, that is triggered by previous common
cold coronavirus infections. ... So the point is not
to rely on that, but to exploit and to hamness that
naturally occurring protective immunity to devel-
op better vaccines.”

Lalvani said the majority of the current COVID-19
vaccines specifically target the virus’ spike protein,
which it uses to affix itself to healthy human cells.
The vaccines cause the body to produce antibodies
and T-cells that respond to that protein. This has
offered good protection against the coronavirus so
far, but as has been seen with Omicron, multiple
mutations to the spike protein can render the vac-
cines less effective.

Lalvani says the research at Imperial College
found that T-cells generated after a common cold
caused by other coronaviruses (which are com-
mon) attack a type of proteins that remain similar
across the known COVID-19 variants. These in-
ternal proteins are responsible for virus replication,
rather than attaching to external cells. That vital
role in the virus’ evolution gives it far less potential
to mutate, he explained.

“The fact that (the T-cells) can attack the in-
ternal proteins of each of these related viruses
[COVID-19 variants] means that they give what’s
called a broad cross-protection,” Lalvani told CBS
News. “That’s in sharp contrast to the surface spike
protein, which is the target of antibodies induced by
vaccines. And clearly, SARS-CoV-2 is under huge,
intense pressure in the global population because
most people now have these antibodies, whether
induced by vaccination or infection, so the virus
is trying naturally to evade that immunity through
mutation, and that’s why Omicron has such a high
number of mutations in the spike protein. But the
internal proteins are relatively unchanged.”
Lalvani said the study should affect how scientists
approach the development of future COVID vac-
cines.

“This is now a definitive green light to move for-
ward and develop a T-cell inducing vaccine to in-
ternal core proteins, which should protect against
current and future variants,” he said. “We’re very
fortunate to have found what immunologists refer
to as the “Holy Grail,” so we’re keen for people to
understand this and to see that, at last, there is a path
towards dealing with future variants.” (Courtesy
cbsnews.com)
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How Nations Of The World Handle
The Coronavirus Health Crisis

KEY P
Tourism Policy Responses to

Impacts Their Tourism Favorability

OINTS
the coronavirus (COVID-19)

The tourism economy has been heavily hit by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,

and measures introduced to contain its spread. Depending on the duration of the crisis,

revised scenarios indicate that the potential shock could range between a 60-80%

decline in the international tourism economy in 2020. Beyond immediate measures to

support the tourism sector, countries are also shifting to develop recovery measures.

These include considerations on lifting travel

restrictions, restoring traveller confidence

and rethinking the tourism sector for the future.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
has triggered an unprecedented crisis in
the tourism economy, given the immediate
and immense shock to the sector. Revised
OECD estimates on the COVID-19 impact
point to 60% decline in international
tourism in 2020. This could rise to 80%
if recovery is delayed until December.
International tourism within specific
geographic-regions (e.g. in the European
Union) is expected to rebound first.
Domestic tourism, which accounts for
around 75% of the tourism economy in
OECD countries, is expected to recover
more quickly. It offers the main chance
for driving recovery, particularly in
countries, regions and cities where the
sector supports many jobs and businesses.
The impact of the crisis is being felt
throughout the entire tourism ecosys-
tem, and reopening and rebuilding
destinations will require a joined up ap-

proach. Tourism businesses and workers
are benefiting from economy-wide stimu-
lus packages, with many governments also
introducing tourism specific measures.
Governments and industry are focusing
their efforts on:

Lifting travel restrictions and work-

ing with businesses to access liquidity
supports, apply new health protocols for
safe travel, and help to diversify their
markets. Restoring traveller confidence
and stimulating demand with new safe
and clean labels for the sector, infor-
mation apps for visitors and domestic
tourism promotion campaigns. Preparing
comprehensive tourism recovery plans, to
rebuild destinations, encourage innovation
and investment, and rethink the tourism
sector. These actions are essential, but to
reopen the tourism economy successfully
and get businesses up and running, more
needs to be done in a coordinated way

as tourism services are very interdependent. The travel and tourism
industry and governments should continue to reinforce their coordi-
nation mechanisms to accompany the businesses, notably the smallest
ones, and the workers. Particular attention should be given also to the
most sensitive/vulnerable destinations in the recovery phase.

Looking ahead, the measures put in place today will shape
tourism of tomorrow. Governments need to already consider the
longer term implications of the crisis, while staying ahead of the
digital curve, supporting the low carbon transition, and promoting the
structural transformation needed to build a stronger, more sustain-
able and resilient tourism economy. The crisis is an opportunity to
rethink tourism for the future.

Germmany, Canada, and New Zealand are most favorably impacted, while the United States,
Brazil, and India are seen unfavorably.

Based on nations’ handling of health crises, most travelers are more comfortable traveling
domestically as opposed to internationally over the next five years. Those who feel comfortable
enough to travel internationally in the next few years are more likely to visit nations which have
made significant strides to contain the COVID-19 pandemic

New York, August 25, 2020 — Necessary safety measures to contain the COVID-18 pandemic have
inevitably disrupted tourism flows and tampered with our ability to travel freely; and while these
precautionary hurdles have not weakened our resolve to go on a vacation getaway, they instead appear to
have made us re-think the distance we are willing to travel for a break in our daily routines.

The Anholt-Ipsos Nation Brands Index (NBI) 2020, a survey of 20,000 global citizens in 20 different nations,
reveals that when pondering travel in the next five years, a vast majority feels most comfortable traveling
domestically rather than internationally - given how various nations around the world respond to health
crises. The only exception, are those from Brazil, who are equally split on their comfort level regarding
domestic and international travel:
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Turkey Egypt u.s. Argentina __ Russia S. Africa Poland Mexico Japan Brazil

54% 50% 48% 44% 42% 41% 38% 29% 36%

27% 48% 28% 29% 28% 37% 27% 36% 8% 37%

In the next five years domestic travel might become more prevalent, and nations may have to temporarily
adjust their tourism strategies, offerings, and price points to be more attuned with, and suited 1o, the needs
and interests of their respective citizens.

Though fewer in number, some global citizens still feel comfortable exploring the werld in the next five years
- signaling that international travel will not come 1o a complete standstill. Nonetheless, travel plans and flow
patterns will be directly affected by how nations respond to health crises, and how comfortable these
measures make travelers feel. The top five nations which global citizens would feel most comfortable
visiting in the next five years, based on how they respond to health crises, are.

Top five nations global citizens would feel most comfortable visiting in the next five years

® 0 WP

Germany Switzerland Canada N. Zealand Japan

The top five nations which global travelers would feel most comfortable traveling to in the near future are
those which have made significant strides to contain the propagation of the COVID-19 pandemic within
their own borders. Consequently, it is unsurprising that the nations with the highest levels of net favorability,
based on how they respond to healthcare crises, are:

Top five nations with the greatest “net positive™ favorability for health crises management
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Germany Canada N. Zealand Switzerland Japan

The handling of health crises by some countries has led to significant negative favorability impacts. The
following markets have the greatest "net negative” favorability in terms of their health crises management:

Top five nations with the greatest “net negative” favorability for health crises management

£ 2T 0O

us. Brazil India Nigeria Mexico

The United States ranks last out of the 50 measured nations in net favorability for its handling of healthcare
crises. This particular instance helps further illustrate that the reputational losses incurred by poor
perception in the handling of the COVID-18 pandemic may have a greater toll on near-future tourism flows
Not only does it appear that travel in the next few years will mostly occur within nations' borders - but while
those willing to go beyond their own national boundaries are likely to travel to countries close in
geographical proximity, they are even more likely to travel to nations which appear to have made significant
strides to contain the proliferation of the pandemic — highlighted as follows by the top international
destinations for each of the 20 measured NBI nations:
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Research Roundup

The long-term impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the tourism industry is still largely unknown. New NBI
2020 results expectedly demonstrate that the ways in which countries handle health crises impacts
favorability towards those nations. Those which have made significant progress to contain the COVID-19
pandemic are seen more favorably. Nations with net gains in favorability have a unique opportunity to attract
international travelers in a time when most are cautious about venturing beyond their own nation’s borders,
while those with net losses in favorability, must work actively to regain trust.

“These important findings confirm that good governance — especially when it also produces benefits
outside a nafion’s borders - is the key to a powerful and positive international reputation. This, in turn,
tends to attract mare trade, tounism, foreign investment and talent. In today’s world of global challenges,
doing good and doing well are inseparabie,” added Simon Anholt.

NBI 2020

These results, along with NBI 2020 ratings, will provide critical insight to nations working to manage their
brands and restore their business and tourism sectors quickly after the pandemic. Having a deep
understanding of current perceptions, in the global context and in these turbulent times, can help guide
future communications and marketing efforts for greater likelihood of success

For more information on this news release, please contact:

Jason McGrath

Senior Vice President, US
Corporate Reputation
Jason McGrath@ipsos com

Uri Farkas

Account Manager, US
Corporate Reputation

Uri Farkas@ipsos.com

(Courtesy ipsos.com)
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
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Convenience Store Opportunity Wash and Seal Services

Houston First Corporation requests expressions of interest || Houston First Corporation requests bids from
from experienced tenants interested in leasing retail space || qualified and experienced building service

on Avenida de las Americas for operation of an upscale contractors capable of cleaning and sealing
convenience store. An ideal concept will include organic

and gourmet groceries, prepared foods, and emerging
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brands, as well as more traditional offerings.

Please visit https://www.houstonfirst.com/do-business for

complete details.
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approximately 300,000 square feet of exterior metal
panels at the George R. Brown Convention Center.
Please visit https://www.houston{irst.com/do-busi-
ness for complete details.
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