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Kyle Rittenhouse found not guilty of all
charges 1n Wisconsin murder trial

KENOSHA, Wis., Nov 19 (Reuters) - A
jury acquitted teenager Kyle Rittenhouse
on Friday of murder in the fatal shooting
of two men during racial justice protests

in a decision that ignited fierce debate
about gun rights and the boundaries of self
defense in the United States.

Jurors found Rittenhouse, 18, not guilty on
all charges: two counts of homicide, one
count of attempted homicide for wounding
a third man, and two counts of reckless-

ly endangering safety in protests marred
by arson, rioting and looting on Aug. 25,
2020 in Kenosha, Wisconsin.

Rittenhouse broke down sobbing after the
verdict and collapsed to the floor before
being helped back into his chair, his hands
shaking. His mother also wept.

Amid a heavy law enforcement presence,
several dozen protesters lined the steps
outside the courthouse after the verdict
was read, some carrying placards in sup-
port of Rittenhouse and others expressing
disappointment.

“We are all so very happy that Kyle can
live his life as a free and innocent man,
but in this whole situation there are no
winners, there are two people who lost
their lives and that’s not lost on us at all,”
David Hancock, a spokesperson for the
Rittenhouse family, told Reuters.

Rittenhouse shot and killed Joseph Rosen-
baum, 36, and Anthony Huber, 26, and
fired a bullet that tore a chunk off the arm
of Gaige Grosskreutz, 28. Rittenhouse
claimed self defense.

U.S. President Joe Biden, who during last
year’s election campaign tweeted a video
that appeared to link Rittenhouse to white
supremacists, said on Friday he supported
the jury’s decision and urged Americans to
react with calm.

“While the verdict in Kenosha will leave
many Americans feeling angry and
concerned, myself included, we must
acknowledge that the jury has spoken,”
Biden said.

Elsewhere reactions showed the coun-
try’s deep partisan divisions. The verdict
was greeted with outrage by many on the
political left and celebrated by gun rights
supporters.

“It is unconscionable our justice system
would allow an armed vigilante ... to go
free,” the Congressional Black Caucus

T

said in a statement.

The thorny issue of race also hung over
the case, although Rittenhouse and

the men he shot were all white. Some
Black activists said on Friday the U.S.
police and courts would have treated
the teenager more harshly if he had
been Black.

But conservatives saw the verdict as
a validation of the U.S. Constitution’s
Second Amendment, which grants
Americans the right to bear arms.

U.S. congressman Madison Cawthorn,
a Republican representative from North
Carolina, said on Instagram: “Kyle Rit-
tenhouse is not guilty my friends. You
have a right to defend yourselves. Be
armed, be dangerous and be moral.”

REPEATEDLY AT-
TACKED

In reaching its verdict after more than
three days of deliberations, the jury
contended with dueling narratives

from the defense and prosecution that
offered vastly different portrayals of the
teenager’s actions on the night of the
shootings.

The defense argued that Rittenhouse

had been repeatedly attacked and had
shot the men in fear for his life. They
said he was a civic-minded teen who

carried a medical kit in addition to

his gun and was in Kenosha to protect
private property after several nights of
unrest in the city south of Milwaukee.

The violence followed the police shoot-
ing of a Black man named Jacob Blake,
who was left paralyzed from the waist
down.

The prosecution portrayed Rittenhouse as
a reckless vigilante who provoked the vi-
olent encounters and showed no remorse

for the men he shot with his AR-15-style

rifle.

Wisconsin criminal defense lawyer Dan-
iel Adams, who closely followed the trial,
called the verdict “very dramatic but not
entirely surprising.”

Most lawyers “who looked at the evi-
dence had a feeling the state would not
be able to clear the threshold of disprov-
ing self-defense beyond a reasonable
doubt,” he said.

Live-streamed and dissected by cable TV
pundits daily, the trial unfolded during

a time of social and political polariza-
tion in the United States. Gun rights are
cherished by many Americans and are
enshrined in the U.S. Constitution even
as the nation experiences a high rate of
gun violence and the easy availability of
firearms.

Rittenhouse, who testified that he had

Kyle Rittenhouse
reacts to the verdict
during his trial at

the Kenosha County
Courthouse in Keno-
sha, Wisconsin, U.S.,
November 19, 2021.
Sean Krajacic/Pool
via REUTERS

no choice but to open fire to protect
himself, is viewed as heroic by some
pro-gun conservatives who consider
the shootings justified. Many on the left
view Rittenhouse as a vigilante and an
embodiment of an out-of-control Amer-
ican gun culture.

Protests against racism and police
brutality turned violent in many U.S.
cities after the police killing of Black
man George Floyd in Minneapolis three
months before the Kenosha shootings.

The Rittenhouse verdict ended the
highest-profile U.S. civilian self-de-
fense case since a man named George
Zimmerman was acquitted in the fatal
shooting of Trayvon Martin, an un-
armed Black teenager, in Florida in
2013.

With so much of that night in Kenosha
caught on cellphone and surveillance
video, few basic facts were in dispute.
The trial instead focused on whether
Rittenhouse acted reasonably to prevent
“imminent death or great bodily harm,”
the requirement for using deadly force
under Wisconsin law.

The prosecution, led by Kenosha Coun-
ty Assistant District Attorney Thomas
Binger, sought to paint Rittenhouse as
the aggressor and repeatedly stressed
that he was the only one to kill anyone
that night.

Contech Control Services seeks Project Lead Engineer

Work as an Overall technical team Lead for control systems Hardware and Software for DeltaV and Experion systems.
Drive a team of Control system Engineers and designers in co—ordination with customer and project requirements.

Design Large control system architecture with 60+ nodes.
Design the configuration standards including DeltaV with best practices and PCSD standards.

Design control narratives and Configure complex loops, custom logic and Interlocks with minimum controller loading.
Configure and design DeltaV Batch with S88 standards using Phases and/ or without a Batch license using Equipment modules.

Design control system cabinets per Emerson standard cabinets (CTO cabinets).
Perform alarm rationalization and life cycle maintenance for DeltaV and Experion.

Able to consult with end customers for modernizations options for Legacy systems for Emerson. Honeywell and Rockwell.

Experience working in and maintain a BPCS virtual environment for DeltaV.
Able to provide guidance to basic instrumentation specification development and installation

Work with documentation including write—up of design specifications, test procedure, project proposals, estimates and application scope

description and test procedures.

Regularly acts as the single point of contact for project Performing, planning, budgeting, organizing, and or controlling&ystem related activities

typical of an automation project.

Be capable of supporting multiple projects simultaneously.

Evaluate and support Proposal requests and Operation sales support.

Bachelor’ s degree in electronic engineering and 24 months’ experience required.

Send resume to: (281) 471-8065
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Thanksgiving Is The Time

To Say “Thanks”
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Kariann Swart, Joseph Rosem-
baum’s fiancee, Susan Hughes,
Anthony Huber’s great-aunt,
and Hannah Gittings, Anthony
Huber’s girlfriend, listen to the
verdict, November 19. Sean
Krajacic/Pool

Kyle Rittenhouse’s mother Wendy Rittenhouse reacts to the verdict, Novem-
ber 19. Sean Krajacic/Pool

A satellite image in infrared color shows smoke rising as lava flows while the Cumbre Vieja Kyle Rittenhouse reacts to the verdict during his trial at the Kenosha County Courthouse in
volcano continues to erupt on the Canary Island of La Palma, Spain. Maxar Technologies/via Kenosha, November 19. Sean Krajacic/Pool
REUTERS

Migrants wait to disembark

from a boat towed by a Spanish
coast guard vessel, in the port

of Arguineguin, on the island of
Gran Canaria, Spain. REUTERS/
Borja Suarez

The sky goes orange
behind the Washington
Monument and the Smith-
sonian Castle as a couple
pose for a sunset selfie in
Washington. REUTERS/
Kevin Lamarque
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COVID-19 Global Death Toll Tops
Five Million In Under Two Years

A
s
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Relatives of Luis Enrique Rodriguez, who died of COVID-19, visit where he was buried on

a hill at the El Pajonal de Cogua Natural Reserve, in Cogua, north of Bogota, Colombia,
Monday, Oct. 25,2021. Rodriguez died May 14, 2021. Relatives bury the ashes of their loved
ones who died of coronavirus and plant a tree in their memory. (AP Photo/Ivan Valencia)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The global death toll from COVID-19
topped 5 million on Monday, less than two
years into a crisis that has not only dev-
astated poor countries but also humbled
wealthy ones with first-rate health care
systems.

Together, the United States, the Europe-
an Union, Britain and Brazil — all up-
per-middle- or high-income countries
— account for one-eighth of the world’s
population but nearly half of all reported
deaths. The U.S. alone has recorded over
745,000 lives lost, more than any other
nation.

“This is a defining moment in our life-
time,” said Dr. Albert Ko, an infectious
disease specialist at the Yale School of
Public Health. “What do we have to do to
protect ourselves so we don’t get to anoth-
er 5 million?”

The death toll, as tallied by Johns Hopkins
University, is about equal to the popula-
tions of Los Angeles and San Francisco
combined. It rivals the number of peo-
ple killed in battles among nations since
1950, according to estimates from the
Peace Research Institute Oslo. Globally,
COVID-19 is now the third leading cause
of death, after heart disease and stroke.

Where were the million deaths?
Covid-19 deaths by continent
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The staggering figure is almost certainly
an undercount because of limited testing
and people dying at home without med-
ical attention, especially in poor parts of
the world, such as India.

Hot spots have shifted over the 22
months since the outbreak began, turn-
ing different places on the world map
red. Now, the virus is pummeling Russia,
Ukraine and other parts of Eastern Eu-
rope, especially where rumors, misinfor-
mation and distrust in government have
hobbled vaccination efforts. In Ukraine,
only 17% of the adult population is fully
vaccinated; in Armenia, only 7%.
“What’s uniquely different about this
pandemic is it hit hardest the high-re-
source countries,” said Dr. Wafaa El-Sa-

dr, director of ICAP, a global health cen-
ter at Columbia University. “That’s the
irony of COVID-19.”

Patients lie on beds in a COVID-19
isolation room at the University Emer-
gency Hospital in Bucharest, Roma-
nia, Oct. 22, 2021. (AP Photo/Andreea
Alexandru, File)

Wealthier nations with longer life expec-
tancies have larger proportions of older
people, cancer survivors and nursing
home residents, all of whom are espe-
cially vulnerable to COVID-19, El-Sadr
noted. Poorer countries tend to have larg-
er shares of children, teens and young
adults, who are less likely to fall serious-
ly ill from the coronavirus.

India, despite its terrifying delta surge
that peaked in early May, now has a
much lower reported daily death rate
than wealthier Russia, the U.S. or Brit-
ain, though there is uncertainty around
its figures.

The seeming disconnect between wealth
and health is a paradox that disease ex-
perts will be pondering for years. But the
pattern that is seen on the grand scale,
when nations are compared, is different
when examined at closer range. Within
each wealthy country, when deaths and
infections are mapped, poorer neighbor-
hoods are hit hardest.

In the U.S., for example, COVID-19 has
taken an outsize toll on Black and His-
panic people, who are more likely than
white people to live in poverty and have
less access to health care.

“When we get out our microscopes, we
see that within countries, the most vul-
nerable have suffered most,” Ko said.
Coronavirus Cases Across The World

Reported coronavirus cases worldwide
As of March 23, 2020
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Wealth has also played a role in the glob-

al vaccination drive, with rich countries
accused of locking up supplies. The U.S.
and others are already dispensing boost-
er shots at a time when millions across
Africa haven’t received a single dose,
though the rich countries are also ship-
ping hundreds of millions of shots to the
rest of the world.

Africa remains the world’s least vacci-
nated region, with just 5% of the popu-
lation of 1.3 billion people fully covered.
“This devastating milestone reminds us
that we are failing much of the world,”
UN. Secretary-General Anténio Gu-
terres said in a written statement. “This
is a global shame.”

In Kampala, Uganda, Cissy Kagaba lost
her 62-year-old mother on Christmas
Day and her 76-year-old father days lat-
er.

“Christmas will never be the same for

me,” said Kagaba, an anti-corruption

activist in the East African country that
has been through multiple lockdowns
against the virus and where a curfew re-
mains in place.

The pandemic has united the globe in
grief and pushed survivors to the break-
ing point.

Reena Kesarwani holds a photograph
of her husband, Anand Babu Kesar-
wani, who died of COVID-19, in their
hardware shop, Monday, Oct. 25,
2021, in the Chhitpalgarh village, in
India’s northern Uttar Pradesh state.
(AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
“Who else is there now? The responsi-
bility is on me. COVID has changed my
life,” said 32-year-old Reena Kesarwani,
a mother of two boys, who was left to
manage her late husband’s modest hard-
ware store in a village in India.

Her husband, Anand Babu Kesarwani,
died at 38 during India’s crushing coro-
navirus surge earlier this year. It over-
whelmed one of the most chronically
underfunded public health systems in
the world and killed tens of thousands
as hospitals ran out of oxygen and med-
icine.

In Bergamo, Italy, once the site of the
West’s first deadly wave, 51-year-old
Fabrizio Fidanza was deprived of a final
farewell as his 86-year-old father lay dy-
ing in the hospital. He is still trying to
come to terms with the loss more than a
year later.

“For the last month, I never saw him,”
Fidanza said during a visit to his father’s
grave. “It was the worst moment. But
coming here every week, helps me.”
Today, 92% of Bergamo’s eligible pop-
ulation have had at least one shot, the
highest vaccination rate in Italy. The
chief of medicine at Pope John XXIII
Hospital, Dr. Stefano Fagiuoli, said he
believes that’s a clear result of the city’s
collective trauma, when the wail of am-
bulances was constant.

Week 44: Global COVID-19 cases trend
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In Lake City, Florida, LaTasha Graham,
38, still gets mail almost daily for her
17-year-old daughter, Jo’Keria, who died
of COVID-19 in August, days before
starting her senior year of high school.
The teen, who was buried in her cap and
gown, wanted to be a trauma surgeon.

“I know that she would have made it. I
know that she would have been where
she wanted to go,” her mother said.

In Rio de Janeiro, Erika Machado
scanned the list of names engraved on
a long, undulating sculpture of oxidized
steel that stands in Penitencia ceme-
tery as an homage to some of Brazil’s
COVID-19 victims. Then she found him:
Wagner Machado, her father.

“My dad was the love of my life, my best
friend,” said Machado, 40, a saleswom-
an who traveled from Sao Paulo to see
her father’s name. “He was everything to
me.” (Courtesy apnews.com)
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Threat Of A Vaccine-Proof Variant

Only ‘A Few Mutations Away™’

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

July 30, 2021 -- CDC Director Rochelle Wal-
ensky, MD, made a dire prediction during a
media briefing this week that, if we weren’t al-
ready living within the reality of the COVID-19
pandemic, would sound more like a pitch for a
movie about a dystopian future.

“For the amount of virus circulating in this
country right now largely among unvaccinated
people, the largest concern that we in public
health and science are worried about is that the
virus...[becomes] a very transmissible virus
that has the potential to evade our vaccines in
terms of how it protects us from severe disease
and death,” Walensky told reporters on Tues-
day. A new, more elusive variant could be “just
a few mutations away,” she said.

“That’s a very prescient comment,” Lewis
Nelson, MD, professor and clinical chair of
emergency medicine and chief of the Division
of Medical Toxicology at Rutgers New Jersey
Medical School in Newark, tells Medscape
Medical News.

“We’ve gone through a few mutations al-
ready that have been named, and each one of
them gets a little more transmissible,” he says.
“That’s normal, natural selection and what you
would expect to happen as viruses mutate from
one strain to another.”

“What we’ve mostly seen this virus do is
evolve to become more infectious,” says Stuart
Ray, MD. “That is the remarkable feature of
Delta — that it is so infectious.”

He says that the SARS-CoV-2 has evolved
largely as expected, at least so far. “The poten-
tial for this virus to mutate has been something
that has been a concern from early on.”

“The viral evolution is a bit like a ticking clock.
The more we allow infections to occur, the
more likely changes will occur. When we have

lots of people infected, we give more chanc-
es to the virus to diversify and then adapt to
selective pressures,” says Ray, vice-chair of
medicine for data integrity and analytics and
professor in the Division of Infectious Dis-
cases at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
in Baltimore, Maryland.

%

“The problem is if the virus changes in such
a way that the spike protein — which the
antibodies from the vaccine are directed
against — are no longer effective at bind-
ing and destroying the virus, and the virus
escapes immune surveillance,” Nelson says.
If this occurs, he says, “we will have an in-
effective vaccine, essentially. And we’ll be
back to where we were last March with a
brand-new disease.”

Technology to the Rescue?

The flexibility of mRNA vaccines is one
potential solution. These vaccines could be
more easily and quickly adapted to respond
to a new, more vaccine-clusive variant.
“That’s absolutely reassuring,” Nelson says.
For example, if a mutation changes the
spike protein and vaccines no longer rec-
ognize it, a manufacturer could identify the
new protein and incorporate that in a new
mRNA vaccine.

“The problem is that some people are not

taking the current vaccine,” he adds. “I’m not
sure what is going to make them take the next
vaccine.”

Nothing Appears Certain

When asked how likely a new strain of
SARS-CoV-2 could emerge that gets around
vaccine protection, Nelson says, “I think
[what] we’ve learned so far there is no way to
predict anything” about this pandemic.

“The best way to prevent the virus from mu-
tating is to prevent hosts, people, from getting
sick with it,” he says. “That’s why it’s so
important people should get immunized and
wear masks.”

Both Nelson and Ray point out that it is in
the best interest of the virus to evolve to be
more transmissible and spread to more peo-
ple. In contrast, a virus that causes people to
get so sick that they isolate or die, thus halting
transmission, works against viruses surviving
evolutionarily.

Some viruses also mutate to become milder
over time, but that has not been the case with
SARS-CoV-2, Ray says.

Mutations Not the Only Concern

Viruses have another mechanism that pro-
duces new strains, and it works even more
quickly than mutations. Recombination, as
it’s known, can occur when a person is in-
fected with two different strains of the same
virus. If the two versions enter the same cell,
the viruses can swap genetic material and
produce a third, altogether different strain.
Recombination has already been seen with
influenza strains, where H and N genetic seg-
ments are swapped to yield HIN1, HIN2,
and H3N2 versions of the flu, for example.
“In the early days of SARS-CoV-2 there was
so little diversity that recombination did not
matter,” Ray says. However, there are now
distinct lineages of the virus circulating glob-
ally. If two of these lineages swap segments
“this would make a very new viral sequence
in one step without having to mutate to gain
those differences.”

“The more diverse the strains that are circu-
lating, the bigger a possibility this is,” Ray

Protected, for Now
Walensky’s sober warning came at the same
time the CDC released new guidance calling
for the wearing of masks indoors in schools
and in any location in the country where
COVID-19 cases surpass 50 people per
100,000, also known as substantial or high
transmission areas.
On a positive note, Walensky says: “Right
now, fortunately, we are not there. The vac-
cines operate really well in protecting us from
severe disease and death.” (Courtesy web-
smd.com)
Related
Is The Lambda Variant Vaccine Resistant?
KEY POINTS
Japanese researchers
Jfound the lambda variant
could be resistant to COVID-19 vaccines
Three mutations in the lambda variant’s
spike protein allow the variant to resist
antibodies
As the delta variant surges across the Unit-
ed States, there is a new COVID-19 variant
that is just as transmissible, but could also be
more resistant to vaccines. The lambda vari-
ant, first detected in Peru in August 2020 and
spreading through South America, made its
way to the U.S. for the first time on July 22 in
a Houston hospital.
There are 1,053 cases of the lambda variant in
the U.S. since the first case was detected, ac-
cording to GISAID, an initiative dedicated to
promoting COVID-19 data through genomic
sequencing. The U.S. ranks second in cases
behind Chile, and 41 countries have reported
at least 1 lambda case.
The threat of lambda comes as the delta vari-
ant is the dominant variant of COVID-19 in
the U.S. — it now accounts for 93% of cases,
up from the previous rate of 83%, according
to data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

r

ates eight hospitals in its network, said the
first lambda case was confirmed last week.

Here’s what we know about the lambda vari-
ant so far.

Japanese researchers at the University of To-
kyo posted a lambda variant study that shows
it is highly infectious and more resistant to
COVID-19 vaccines. This study posted on
July 28 on bioRxiv, a database for unpub-

lished preprinted studies, has not been peer
reviewed or published.

The study shows three mutations in the
lambda variant’s spike protein — RSYLT-
PGD246-253N, 260 L452Q and F490S
— which allow for the variant to resist vac-
cine-induced neutralizing antibodies. Two
other mutations — T76I and 1452Q — are
responsible for making lambda highly infec-
tious.Spike protein is the part of the virus that
helps it penetrate cells in the human body —
which is what vaccines target.

How does the lambda variant compare to
delta?

The lambda variant isn’t showing signs to
spark concern about it becoming the domi-
nant strain of COVID-19 in the United States
like delta, said Dr. Abhijit Duggal, a staff
ICU physician and director for critical care
research for the medical ICU at the Cleveland
Clinic. Since the lambda variant was first de-
tected in Peru, it hasn’t spread globally at the
same pace as the delta variant. It has, how-
ever, become widespread in South America,
but this could be due to the “founder effect,”
according to Dr. S. Wesley Long, medical
director of diagnostic biology at Houston
Methodist, where the case was identified in
the U.S. The founder effect means the vari-
ant first took hold in a densely populated and
geographically restricted area, making it the
primary variant over time.

How concerned should you be about the
lambda variant?

On June 14, the World Health Organization
flagged the lambda variant as a “variant of in-
terest” versus a “variant of concern.” A vari-
ant of interest depends on evidence about a
unique outbreak cluster or limited expansion
in the U.S. or other countries, according to
the CDC. A variant of concern shows wide-
spread evidence of treatments, vaccines and
transmissibility.

The University of Tokyo study said, “Be-
cause the Lambda variant is a (variant of
interest), it might be considered that this vari-
ant is not an ongoing threat compared to the
pandemic (variants of concern). However,
because the Lambda variant is relatively re-
sistant to the vaccine-induced (antibodies), it
might be possible that this variant is feasible
to cause breakthrough infection.” (Courtesy
https://www.tennessean.com/news/)
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i+l IRCC @ @CitimmCanada - 7Th

Canaii Parents and Grandparents Program (PGP) update: We are now sending
Invitations to Apply to potential sponsors who previously submitted Interest
to Sponsor forms in 2020. canada.ca/en/immigration...
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2021 Parents
and Grandparents
(PGP) program
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