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Rice University’ s Board of Trustees has
named Dr. Reginald DesRoches to be the
university’ s next president. He was born in
Port—au-Prince, Haiti, and is the first black
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First Black Immlgrant
Becomes Rice’ s President

ODOOL OOVL 400 S

immigrant and first engineer to start the umversigy’ln 191 2 wﬁh lhé stipulation
lead the‘)pnvatewgsearch that it only served white Texans. Throughout
unlvers e the pandemic, the students demanded

. As a’ﬁﬂmérha‘trpﬂally rémgnlzed
~N engineer and earthquake expert,
DesRoches will succeed
President Davis Leebron who
announced he is stepping down
this summer.

removal of a monument on the.Rice.campus
and said Rice was a slaveheglﬂg e

We really appreciate ov é’élaéitﬂg?‘nteen @
years President Leebron and First Lady Ping
Sun’ s contribution to our local and global
community, especially because we havehad
the opportunity to sponsor many international
events with Rice through the president’ s
office. Their help and support has included
the Texas African Summit event at the Baker
Institute.

d DesRoches said in his statement
I} that he is deeply honored to be
named the next president of Rice
and looks forward to building on
he tradition of excellence
established by President Leebron
and those who served before him.

We are so happy that we will have such an
outstanding son of immigrants who has
become a top leader at one of the world’ s
most famous universities. This could only

happen in America.

Rice University was established after William
Rice set aside money before he died to help
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