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Test of Biden’s agenda looms after Con-
gress votes to avert government shutdown

WASHINGTON, Sept 30 (Reuters) - Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s agenda faced a key test
on Thursday among fellow Democrats as
the House of Representatives prepared a
vote on a $1 trillion infrastructure bill that
progressives have threatened to block un-
less there is also a deal on a larger social
spending plan.

That vote was to come just hours after
Congress wrestled Washington back from
the brink of a government shutdown,
which would have been a black eye for
Democrats, by voting to continue funding
the government through Dec. 3.

The House approved the measure in a
bipartisan 254-175 vote, hours after it
passed the Senate 65-35. It will now go to
Biden for signing before funding runs out
at midnight.

With that hurdle overcome, Biden and
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi scrambled to
piece together a vote to go forward with
the infrastructure plan that has already
passed the Senate with bipartisan support.

Some progressive Democrats have vowed
to vote against the bill to invest in the na-
tion’s roads, bridges and other infrastruc-
ture, angry that Democrats have not yet

reached agreement on a multitrillion-dol-
lar companion bill with funding for social
services and to address climate change.

Pelosi confirmed the House would vote on
Thursday on the infrastructure bill none-
theless.

CONFIDENT? ‘NOPE’

‘When reporters asked No. 2 House Dem-
ocrat Steny Hoyer if he was confident that
bill would pass in a Thursday vote, he had
a one-word reply: “Nope.”

Representative Josh Gottheimer, a leading
moderate Democrat, could not say when
the House would vote on the infrastructure
bill, but told reporters: “We’re going to
get the votes. We’re going to bring this
home.”

Faced with increasingly stiff odds of
passing their $3.5 trillion social spending
proposal, Biden and his aides are trying
to find out what narrower proposal could
unite an ideologically fractured Demo-
cratic caucus of lawmakers, according to

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com
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people familiar with the matter. read more

Lawmakers on the party’s left flank have
said they will not vote for the infrastruc-
ture bill unless they feel certain their
priorities will be reflected in the social
spending bill.

Democratic Representative Ilhan Omar, a
leader of House progressives, told re-
porters: “Nothing has changed with our
caucus members. We don’t have the votes
to pass infrastructure.”

Senator Joe Manchin, a key Democratic
moderate with the power to block leg-
islation in the Senate, said on Thursday
that the larger bill should cost no more
than $1.5 trillion - far lower than the $3.5
trillion price tag floated by Biden.

Another Democratic moderate, Senator
Kyrsten Sinema, declined to say whether
she agreed with Man-

chin’s proposal. She has

met with Biden multiple times to discuss
the bill.

With razor-thin majorities in Congress,
Democrats cannot afford to lose many
votes if they want to pass their agenda.
They are unlikely to win much support
from House Republicans eager to take
back the majority in the 2022 congressio-
nal elections.

The stopgap spending bill approved in the
Senate also provides aid for communities

United Airline
that 593 of its

000 workers who-are covered
by the rule. About 2,000
workers have asked for
exemption because of
religious or medical reasons.

The United Airlines CEO sent
a letter to his employees

i - -
American ¢:

saying that everyone is sa
‘when everyone is vaccinate

Like other airlines, United
trimmed its staff in 2020 as air « |
travel fell sharply. Now they sce
need to hire back the people.
United has one of the strictest
employer vaccine mandates.
So far, other airlines including
American Airlines, Delta and
Southwest do not have a
mandate, but employees
need to pay more for health
insurance.

hard hit by hurricanes, wildfires and
other natural disasters. Money to help
Afghan refugees is included as well.

DEBT-CEILING THREAT

In yet another high-stakes battle, con-
gressional Democrats and Republi-
cans continued brawling over giving
the Treasury Department additional
borrowing authority beyond the cur-
rent statutory limit of $28.4 trillion. A
historic U.S. debt default could occur
around Oct. 18, Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen has estimated, if Con-
gress fails to act.

Republicans want no part of the debt
limit increase, saying it is Democrats’
problem since they control Congress
and the White House. Democrats
note that about $5 trillion of the
nation’s debt is the result of tax cuts
and spending passed during Republi-
can Donald Trump’s presidency.

The House approved a bill late on
Wednesday suspending the debt
limit through December 2022. The
Senate could vote on it “‘as early as
next week,” Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer said, but Republi-
cans are expected to block it again.

Yellen said on Thursday it would be
a ““catastrophe” if Congress does not
raise the debt ceiling. read more The
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The U.S. Capitol seen through

a skylight window at dusk on
Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S.,
September 29, 2021. REUTERS/
Tom Brenner

uncertainty is starting to filter into
financial markets, although few
believe the nation will ultimately
default.

The looming debt crisis is rattling
Americans on both sides of the
political spectrum, according to
an Ipsos national opinion poll
conducted for Reuters on Tues-
day and Wednesday.

It showed that 65% of adults,
including eight in 10 Democrats
and five in 10 Republicans, are
“very” or ‘“somewhat” concerned
that Congress will fail to reach a
debt deal in time.

The poll also found that 30%
think congressional Republicans
deserve the most blame if there
is a government shutdown, while
21% would blame Democrats in
Congress and 16% would blame
Biden.
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Samsara Duffey, 45, and her dog Mae look out over the smoke covered moun-
tain range surrounding the Patrol Mountain Fire Lookout in Augusta, Mon-

tana, July 16. Even after spotting some 50 fires throughout her career, Samsara
gets a jolt when she spots a fresh one. “My heart starts racing, and I get a little
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short of breath.” REUTERS/Brittany Hosea-Small

A mother and daughter are seen on the second floor of their house in a flooded area

Editor’s Choice

Supporters of pop star Britney
Spears celebrate after a judge
suspended the father of Britney
Spears from his 13-years-long
role as the controller of the
singer’s business affairs at
Stanley Mosk Courthouse in
Los Angeles, California, Sep-
tember 29, 2021. REUTERS/
Mario Anzuoni

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg attends the Youth4Climate pre-COP26 conference in

in Ban Sai village, Ban Mi district in Lopburi province, Thailand, September 30. REU-

TERS/Panumas Sanguanwong

Brenner

U.S. Senator Mark Warner rubs
his eyes while riding the Sen-
ate Subway following a vote
on Capitol Hill in Washington,
September 29. REUTERS/Tom

Milan, Italy September 29. REUTERS/Guglielmo Mangiapane

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau escorts Inuk
survivor Elder Levinia
Brown on the eve of Cana-
da’s first National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation,
honouring the lost children
and survivors of Indige-
nous residential schools,
their families and... MORE
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Dr. Scott Gottlieb:
One Million Americans Daily
Possibly Infected With COVID
As Delta Variant spreads

“I wouldn’t be surprised if, on the whole, we’re infecting up to a million

people a day right now, and we’re just picking up maybe a 10th of that or
less than a 10th of that.” — Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Former Head of the FDA.
KEY POINTS
The highly transmissible delta variant is driving a surge
in Covid cases across the U.S.

However, Dr. Scott Gottlieb told CNBC on Friday he believes

the coronavirus is significantly more widespread in the

U.S. than official case counts reflect.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if, on the whole, we’re infecting up to
a million people a day right now,” the former FDA chief said.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Dr. Scott Gottlieb told CNBC last Friday
he believes the coronavirus is significantly
more widespread in the U.S. than official
case counts reflect as the highly contagious
delta variant sweeps the nation.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if, on the whole,
we’re infecting up to a million people a day
right now, and we’re just picking up maybe
a 10th of that or less than a 10th of that,” the
former Food and Drug Administration com-
missioner said in an interview on “Squawk
Box.” Gottlieb now serves on the board of

Covid vaccine maker Pfizer.

The current seven-day average of new
daily coronavirus cases in the U.S. is
roughly 67,000, according to a CNBC
analysis of Johns Hopkins University
data. That’s up 53% compared with a
week ago, as the country grapples with
a surge in new infections driven largely
by delta, first discovered in India and now
the dominant variant in the U.S.

“What it reflects is a reality where you
have a highly transmissible variant that’s

widely spread across the U.S. right now
that’s spreading mostly in a population
that’s either vaccinated and developing
mild symptoms or no symptoms at all; or
spreading in a younger population that’s
also less likely to develop symptoms be-
cause they’re younger, healthier,” Gottlieb
said, when asked by “Squawk Box” co-
host Andrew Ross Sorkin how the physi-
cian arrived at his “staggering” estimation

of 1 million new infections a day.
. Y P

— ‘ ’
ple who are showing up in the hospital are
younger people. If that’s where the infec-
tion is occurring, then there must be a lot
more infection underneath the small nu-
merator that’s showing up in the hospital,”
added Gottlieb, who led the FDA from
2017 to 2019 in the Trump administra-
tion. He’s become a closely watched voice
during the pandemic, routinely appearing
on CNBC and other media outlets to offer
his analysis on the health crisis.
The highest seven-day day average of
new Covid cases recorded in the U.S.
was roughly 251,000 on Jan. 8, accord-
ing to CNBC’s analysis. Case counts had
dropped off dramatically in the spring as
the country’s vaccination campaign picked
up speed.
But in recent weeks, as U.S. cases again
started to accelerate, Gottlieb has said a
large number of coronavirus infections
were likely going unreported, partly be-
cause the testing landscape is different
now than at previous stages in the pandem-
ic. In the early days, Gottlieb suggested
the actual case counts were much higher
than official tallies due to scarce testing
resources. Now, he has said it’s a different
situation, where the discrepancy between
case counts and true infection levels stems
from people who remain asymptomatic or
develop only mild symptoms not going to
get tested. Additionally, Gottlieb previous-
ly told CNBC people can now complete
at-home tests and those results are unlikely
to make their way to health authorities and
then show up in official case counts.

into
e surge of

delta-driven infections than others believe.
“This delta wave will pass, probably at
some point in September,” he predicted.
(Courtesy cnbc.com)
Related

Major Medical Groups Call for
Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinations for

All Health Workers

Dozens of major medical groups, including
the American Medical Association and the
American Academy of Pediatrics, are call-
ing for employers to mandate COVID-19
vaccines for all health care workers.
“Our health care organizations and societ-
ies advocate that all health care and long-
term care employers require their workers
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. This is
the logical fulfillment of the ethical com-
mitment of all health care workers to put
patients as well as residents of long-term
care facilities first and take all steps neces-
sary to ensure their health and well-being,”
the groups wrote in a July 26 statement

(pdf).

A health care worker administers a shot
of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to
a woman at a pop-up vaccination site
operated by SOMOS Community Care
during the COVID-19 pandemic in
Manhattan in New York City, on Jan.
29, 2021. (Mike Segar/Reuters)

They argued that because of the “Delta”
variant, which is believed to be more con-
tagious, and more reports of COVID-19
hospitalizations, health care settings should
make vaccines mandatory. An increase in
vaccinations, the statement says, will pre-
vent the possibility of more lockdowns
or other COVID-19-related orders. Their
statement made no mention of individuals
who had already contracted COVID-19
but recovered and developed natural im-
munity. Because health care workers come
into frequent contact with COVID-19 cas-
es, previous studies have shown they are
more likely to have contracted the virus.
Another study from the National Institutes
of Health showed that those who recovered
from the virus had a “lasting immunity” to
the pathogen because, as the agency noted,
“after people recover from infection with a
virus, the immune system retains a mem-
ory of it” and “immune cells and proteins
that circulate in the body can recognize and

kill the pathogen if it’s encountered again,
protecting against disease and reducing ill-
ness severity.”
Meanwhile,
| a number of
=2l workers in the
j.d‘ health care field
aren’t vaccinat-
- ed, according
to data collected by the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services and analyzed
by LeadingAge, reported the Washington
Post. About 38 percent of nursing home
staff, for example, weren’t vaccinated as of
July 11, the data shows.
A recent analysis by WebMD and Med-
scape revealed that an estimated 25 percent
of hospital workers who had regular con-
tact with patients weren’t fully vaccinated.
About 56 percent of Americans aged 12
and older are fully vaccinated, according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in July.
Ezekiel Emanuel, a University of Pennsyl-
vania bioethicist who organized the joint
statement released on July 26, told the
Washington Post that he believes mandat-
ing vaccines among health care workers
will boost the overall uptake in Americans
getting the vaccine.
“Despite everything—cajoling, making
access readily available at any pharma-
cy, making it free, having the president
plead—all of this hasn’t really moved the
needle very much in the nation,” he told
the paper on July 26.
Weeks ago, the largest union of health care
workers in the United States, 1199SEIU,
said it opposed mandatory COVID-19 vac-

[ S =

“Whether
there is a legal
challenge that
we can make,
or whether it’s
E? N just a pure or-
! ganizational
challenge that we can make, we are not go-
ing to just give in,” George Gresham, the
head of the union, told local news website
Gothamist in June. The Epoch Times has
contacted the 1199SEIU for comment.
It comes as protests erupted across the UK,
Ireland, Italy, France, Greece, and else-
where over the past weekend over vaccine
mandates. European leaders have proposed
vaccine passport-like systems to mandate
that people show whether they’re vaccinat-
ed or have tested negative for COVID-19
before entering certain businesses or pub-
lic spaces. (Courtesy https://www.usnews.

com/)
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The Global Pandemic Has
Made Mental Well-Being
A Public Health Priority

L

US gymnast Simone Biles has put the

spotlight on athletes’ mental health

at the Tokyo Olympics. (Photo: REUTERS/Lindsey Wass)
Key Points
With mental health symptoms surging during the pandemic, nurturing
mental wellness has become a collective social responsibility.
*Early diagnosis and self-care can help manage the progression of mental

illnesses and reduce healthcare costs.
*Great self-care means expanding the
available to the public.

range of mental-health services

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

With the psychological impact of the pan-
demic likely to linger for years, self-care
is not a luxury but a public health neces-
sity. Focusing on mental wellness is a
collective social responsibility. As third
and fourth waves of COVID-19 surge in
some parts of the world, highly vacci-
nated countries are cautiously reopening,
breathing more freely, hopeful in early in-
dications that inoculation will keep virus
and variants under control. As we look
ahead, we must also find solutions to sup-
porting and improving mental health.

During the pandemic, nearly half of US
adults reported symptoms of anxiety or
depression, a figure that has been large-
ly consistent, up from one in 10 who re-
ported these symptoms from January to
June 2019. In France, cases of depression
doubled. We can see similar mental health

=

concerns growing worldwide. It’s dis-
proportionately affecting young adults,
people of color and essential work-
ers, even people without prior mental
health disorders. Lockdowns have also
limited access to mental health ser-
vices, creating backlogs in care. Not to
mention the remote working lifestyle
we have been in for more than a year
now, which often creates feeling of
being disconnected from colleagues,
even when connected technologically
to them.

The pandemic has
put mental health
»= and wellness into
g sharp focus. It’s
reassuring to see
many initiatives
doubling down

Pandemic Causes Spike
iety & Depression

[SlolC] statista %
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on mental-health awareness now: the
World Health Organization (WHO), the
US Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the UK’s Royal Family and the
Global Self-Care Federation are just a
few among many others that have cham-
pioned it as a priority and have undertak-
en large-scale public service campaigns
to destigmatize symptoms and raise
awareness of available solutions. Taking
care of mental health is good for individ-
uals and good for public health systems
in the future, as early intervention and
prevention helps keep many people out
of more burdensome clinical settings.
Insomnia is one example that comes to
mind, a condition that has grown up-
wards of an estimated 20% since the
pandemic. By working closely with
healthcare communities, we can help
raise awareness of insomnia’s reper-
cussions on overall mental and physical
wellness. Over-the-counter medicines
can help support people in their manage-
ment of early sleep issues.

L

=

Non-medicinal solutions also exist: for
example, Music Care, a research and
digital program for patient care through
music, has been clinically proven to nat-
urally reduce both alertness and the need
for sedation among hospital patients, de-
creasing heart rate and respiratory rate,
promoting relaxation and sleep.

There’s much more we can do with the
mental health community to support im-
proved sleep as just one small part of
the solution. The pandemic has spurred
many people to pay better attention to
their health with increased everyday
physical activity for some, and for oth-
ers, an improved diet with more home-
cooked meals. Yet we know good habits
are sometimes hard to keep up: Accord-
ing to one study, 70% of adults under
40 say they believe they are performing
sufficient self-care, but just over half of
their doctors and pharmacists say their
patients aren’t doing enough. We can
close this gap with better preventive
mental wellness efforts and more self-
care, areas that had already begun to
gain attention even before the pandemic.

—
23}9 NIHCM | Mental Health Trends in the U.S.

TRTTT

1 out of 5 adults experience a
mental health illness

‘a ! ! 1 8% live with

anxiety disorders

A%
7% -

live with

major depression

TR

1 out of 5 youth ages 13-18 live
with a mental health condition

> 37%

have a mental iliness

of students with a mental health
condition age 14+ drop out of school

70% of youth

in state and local juvenile justice systems

Data Source: National Alliance on Mental lliness: https://www.nami.org/

Beyond raising awareness about mental
health, it’s about taking concrete action
and correspondingly providing appro-
priate resourcing and building a support-
ive ecosystem. During the World Health
Assembly in May, WHO officials called
worsened mental health worldwide from
COVID-19 a “mass trauma” and con-
sequently adopted a decision endorsing
an update to the WHO’s Mental Health
Action Plan: It will include forums on
suicide prevention, workplace mental
health, universal health coverage, men-
tal health of children, mental health
across the life course, and the involve-
ment of people with lived experience of
mental health conditions.

More self-care is also about improved
access to health services for the broader
population. Due to the accelerated digi-
tal transformation hastened by the pan-
demic, internet platforms have become
key levers for empowered self-care.
There, people can find out more about
their health conditions, including men-
tal wellness-related ones, seek support,
assess options and get solutions. Incred-
ibly accessible, putting information lit-
erally at your fingertips, these new chan-
nels provide people with the opportunity
to manage their health — to self-care — in
a more effective way, without taking
away resources from the frontline. The
development of teleconsultation in med-
icine, the evolution of click and collect
and home delivery by e-pharmacies is

[ FRNZE

putting the pharmacist at the centre of
population health, more and more play-
ing the role of health counsellor.

Today, there is a need to extend these
services to people experiencing mental
health problems, especially when phar-
macists are likely to be their first point
of contact. Pharmacists have a signif-
icant role to play if we make mental
health for all a global reality. That said,
not all mental wellness can be managed
with self-care alone; but multiple studies
have shown that screening and early pro-
fessional intervention will prevent more
severe conditions from setting in fol-
lowing major trauma. Individuals can be
their own strongest advocates, with gov-
ernments, industry and patient groups
each playing a role in strengthening true
consumer literacy in this field. Not only
is it important to recognize mental health
risks, but we also need to stay in tune to
identifying symptoms, take courageous
steps to self-care, and engage with the
right solutions. Together, we can solve
the mental health challenges we’ll still
face even after COVID-19 is under con-
trol. (Courtesy weforum.org)
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99 Ranch Market is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein. 99 Ranch Market and / or its affiliates, subsidiaries, agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or advertisements, whether
in text or graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes enly and constitute neither an endorsement nor a recommendation by 99 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does not imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 99 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.
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