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Facebook targets harmtul real networks,

using playbook against fakes

Sept 16 (Reuters) - Facebook (FB.O) is
taking a more aggressive approach to shut
down coordinated groups of real-user ac-
counts engaging in certain harmful activi-
ties on its platform, using the same strategy
its security teams take against campaigns
using fake accounts, the company told
Reuters.

The new approach, reported here for the
first time, uses the tactics usually taken by
Facebook’s security teams for wholesale
shutdowns of networks engaged in influ-
ence operations that use false accounts to
manipulate public debate, such as Russian
troll farms.

It could have major implications for how
the social media giant handles political and
other coordinated movements breaking its
rules, at a time when Facebook’s approach
to abuses on its platforms is under heavy
scrutiny from global lawmakers and civil
society groups.

Facebook said it now plans to take this
same network-level approach with groups
of coordinated real accounts that system-
ically break its rules, through mass re-
porting, where many users falsely report a
target’s content or account to get it shut down, or
brigading, a type of online harassment where users
might coordinate to target an individual through
mass posts or comments.

In a related change, Facebook said on Thursday that
would be taking the same type of approach to cam-
paigns of real users that cause ‘“coordinated social
harm” on and off its platforms, as it announced a
takedown of the German anti-COVID restrictions
Querdenken movement.

These expansions, which a spokeswoman said were
in their early stages, means Facebook’s security
teams could identify core movements driving such
behavior and take more sweeping actions than the
company removing posts or individual accounts as
it otherwise might.

In April, BuzzFeed News published a leaked Face-
book internal report about the company’s role in
the Jan. 6 riot on the U.S. Capitol and its challenges
in curbing the fast-growing ‘Stop the Steal’ move-
ment, where one of the findings was Facebook had
“little policy around coordinated authentic harm.”

Attendees walk past a Facebook logo during Face-
book Inc’s F8 developers conference in San Jose,
California, U.S., April 30, 2019. REUTERS/Ste-
phen Lam/File Photo

A 3D printed Facebook logo is placed between
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California Governor Gavin
Newsom has won himself the -
second half of his term with a -
solid mandate for the way he
has lead the fight against the
pandemic. e

More than 9,000 California
voters said that the
coronavirus was the most
pressing issue facing the
nation right now and Gavin
Newsom won 80% of the
votes from them. Newsom

small toy people figures in front of a
keyboard in this illustration taken April
12, 2020. REUTERS/Dado Ruvic/Illus-
tration/File Photo

Attendees walk past a Facebook logo
during Facebook Inc’s F8 developers
conference in San Jose, California, U.S.,
April 30, 2019. REUTERS/Stephen
Lam/File Photo

A 3D printed Facebook logo is placed
between small toy people figures in front
of a keyboard in this illustration taken
April 12, 2020. REUTERS/Dado Ruvic/
Illustration/File Photo

Facebook’s security experts, who are
separate from the company’s content
moderators and handle threats from ad-
versaries trying to evade its rules, started
cracking down on influence operations
using fake accounts in 2017, following
the 2016 U.S. election in which U.S.
intelligence officials concluded Russia
had used social media platforms as part
of a cyber-influence campaign - a claim
Moscow has denied.

Facebook dubbed this banned activity
by the groups of fake accounts ““coordi-
nated inauthentic behavior” (CIB), and
its security teams started announcing
sweeping takedowns in monthly reports.

Effort

“We said ‘yes’ to
science, ‘yes’ to vaccine
and ‘yes’ to ending this
pandemic.”

In this recall election,
California spent $300 million
- what a waste!

Newsom’ s victory is a

strong indication of Democrats
power in this sunshine

state with a big economic

* 'said at his victory party that, ** |
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The security teams also handle
some specific threats that may not
use fake accounts, such as fraud
or cyber-espionage networks or
overt influence operations like
some state media campaigns.

Sources said teams at the com-
pany had long debated how it
should intervene at a network
level for large movements of real
user accounts systemically break-
ing its rules.

In July, Reuters reported on the
Vietnam army’s online informa-
tion warfare unit, who engaged in
actions including mass reporting
of accounts to Facebook buwwt
also often used their real names.
Facebook removed some ac-
counts over these mass reporting
attempts.

Facebook is under increasing
pressure from global regulators,
lawmakers and employees to
combat wide-ranging abuses on
its services. Others have criti-
cized the company over allega-
tions of censorship, anti-con-
servative bias or inconsistent
enforcement.

CORONAVIRUS DIARY
California Governor Crushed

engine.

The big questions in the -

coming 2022 midterm election -

is how can Democrats can -

still control the Congress and
- .the White House?. . . - -

Many.companies have moved
out of.California. because of
the pandemic-and-higher

~ taxes, but still many people =

’

“The Asian community in
- California has deep roots and
" ‘they also carry a lot of weight
- in local communities. - -

Tik Tok ID:
Soultltjlcron !\Bws
roLp

wAnN expansion of Facebook’s
network disruption models to
affect authentic accounts rais-

es further questions about how
changes might impact types of
public debate, online movements
and campaign tactics across the
political spectrum.

“A lot of the time problematic
behavior will look very close to
social movements,” said Evelyn
Douek, a Harvard Law lecturer
who studies platform governance.
“It’s going to hinge on this defi-
nition of harm ... but obviously
people’s definitions of harm can
be quite subjective and nebu-
lous.”

High-profile instances of coordi-
nated activity around last year’s
U.S. election, from teens and
K-pop fans claiming they used
TikTok to sabotage a rally for
former President Donald Trump
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to polit-
ical campaigns paying online
meme-makers, have also sparked
debates on how platforms should
define and approach coordinated
campaigns.

To Be Recalled

love California’ s sunshine
and beautiful weather.

s Ses

Al of Us want this pandemic

..tobe over soon."We are
looking forward going back to
visit this beautiful state.

Instagram |D:
Southern News
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Ice floats in front of the Eqi glacier in the north of Ilulissat, Greenland, Sep-
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tember 15. REUTERS/Hannibal Hanschke

A view of a cell in Pul-e-Charkhi prison in Kabul, Afghanistan, September 15. WANA

(West Asia News Agency) via REUTERS

The Inspiration four civilian
crew aboard a Crew Dragon cap-
sule and SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
launches from Pad 39A at the
Kennedy Space Center in Cape
Canaveral, as seen from near
Vero Beach, Florida, September
15. REUTERS/Sam Wolfe

Ed

itor’s Choice

U.S. Olympic gymnast McK-
ayla Maroney testifies during a
Senate Judiciary hearing about
the Inspector General’s report
on the FBI handling of the Lar-
ry Nassar investigation of sexu-
al abuse of Olympic gymnasts,
on Capitol Hill, in Washington,
D.C., September 15, 2021. Saul
Loeb/Pool via REUTERS

A missile is seen launching during a drill of the Railway Mobile Missile Regiment in North

Korea, in this image supplied by North Korea’s Korean Central News Agency on September 16.
KCNA via REUTERS

Clothes are laid out on the
ground to dry under the In-
ternational Bridge between
Mexico and the U.S. where
asylum-seeking migrants
are waiting to be processed
in Del Rio, Texas, Sep-
tember 15. REUTERS/Go
Nakamura
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WHO Chief Urges Nations To Join

In Preventing ‘Vac

cine Nationalism’

World Health Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus at
a news conference last month in Geneva. He is urging countries to join a pact
aimed at ensuring access to drugs to prevent COVID-19. (Photo/Fabrice Coffri-

ni/Pool/AFP via Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Urging countries to join a global vaccine agreement,
the head of the World Health Organization on Tuesday
reiterated concerns that, once developed, drugs to pre-
vent COVID-19 might be hoarded by some countries
at the expense of others. Speaking in Geneva, WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is-
sued a call to avoid “vaccine nationalism” by joining
the COVAX Global Vaccines Facility — a pact aimed at
ensuring access to such drugs around the world. WHO
has set an Aug. 31 deadline to establish terms for the
new pact. Tedros said he sent a letter to the WHO’s
194 member states, urging participation.

“Nationalism exacerbated the pandemic and contrib-
uted to the total failure of the global supply chain,”
he said, noting that hoarding by some countries led to
shortages of protective gear in the early days of the
pandemic. He said that the world’s interconnectedness
means that “a vaccine developed in one country may
need to be filled in vials with stoppers that are pro-
duced in another, using materials for the high-grade
glass that is only available from yet another country.
Sharing finite supplies strategically and globally is ac-
tually in each country’s national interest,” Tedros said.
WHO’s push for an international pact to share vac-
cines comes as the European Union, Britain, Switzer-
land and the United States are forging deals with drug-
makers that have prospective COVID-19 vaccines
in various stages of trials. China and Russia also are
working on vaccines. According to a Johns Hopkins
University tally, since the start of the pandemic, there
have been nearly 22 million coronavirus cases world-

wide, with nearly 776,000 deaths.

gali, Rwanda. Health care workers should be first

in line for pandemic vaccines, global health experts
say. (S. Wohlfahrt/AFP/Getty Images)

‘Vaccine nationalism’ threatens global plan
to distribute COVID-19 shots fairly

As soon as the first COVID-19 vaccines get approved,
a staggering global need will confront limited sup-
plies. Many health experts say it’s clear who should
get the first shots: health care workers around the
world, then people at a higher risk of severe disease,
then those in areas where the disease is spreading rap-
idly, and finally, the rest of us. Such a strategy “saves
the most lives and slows transmission the fastest,”
says Christopher Elias, who heads the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation’s Global Development Division. “It
would be ludicrous if low-risk people in rich countries
get the vaccine when health care workers in South Af-
rica don’t,” adds Ellen ‘t Hoen, a Dutch lawyer and
public health activist. Yet money and national interest
may win out. The United States and Europe are plac-
ing advance orders for hundreds of millions of doses
of successful vaccines, potentially leaving little for
poorer parts of the world. “I’m very concerned,” says
John Nkengasong, director of the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention.

To avoid such a scenario, the World Health Organiza-

tion and other international organizations have set
up a system to accelerate and equitably distribute
vaccines, the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access
(COVAX) Facility, which seeks to entice rich
countries to sign on by reducing their own risk that
they’re betting on the wrong vaccine candidates.
But the idea has been put together on the fly, and

it’s unclear how many rich countries will join.

PRE: 3N ONLY MED
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COVAX-19™

Recent history isn’t encouraging. A cocktail of

powerful antiviral drugs revolutionized HIV treat-
ment in the West in 1996, saving many lives, but
it took 7 years for the drugs to become widely
available in Africa, the hardest hit continent. “That
was catastrophic and that experience is high in my
mind,” Nkengasong says. During the 2009 HIN1
influenza pandemic, the United States and many
European countries donated 10% of their vac-
cine stocks to poorer countries—but only after it
became clear they had enough for their own pop-
ulations. “Too many had to wait too long for too
little,” says Richard Hatchett, CEO of the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, a partner
in COVAX.

This time, too, rich countries” biggest concern is
to protect their own citizens. The U.S. government
has signed deals worth more than $6 billion with
several vaccine companies as part of Operation
Warp Speed, which aims to provide the U.S. popu-
lation with vaccines by January 2021. Europe’s In-
clusive Vaccines Alliance, formed by France, Ger-
many, Italy, and the Netherlands, has signed a deal
to buy 400 million doses of AstraZeneca’s vaccine
for use in EU member states. The United Kingdom
has inked deals with AstraZeneca and other com-
panies as well. China is developing its own vac-
cines; it’s unclear how early it will be willing to
share or whether the shots will come with political
strings attached. The idea behind COVAX is to in-
vest in about 12 different vaccines and ensure early
access when they become available. “The goal is to
have 2 billion doses by the end of 2021,” says Seth
Berkley, director of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance,
the third COVAX partner: 950 million for high-
and upper middle-income countries, 950 million
for low- and lower middle-income countries, and
100 million for “humanitarian situations and out-
breaks that are out of control.” A first $750 million

deal with AstraZeneca for 300 million doses was

announced on 4 June.

Berkley accepts that many rich countries will do their own

deals with manufacturers. But signing up to COVAX in ad-
dition is an insurance policy, he says. If the vaccines they
have invested in fail to materialize, they would still have
access to others through COVAX, although only enough
for 20% of their populations. The money they invest will
be used to guarantee lower prices for poorer countries.
Separately, the COVAX Advance Market Commitment
is collecting donations from the higher-income countries.
GAVI says COVAX will need $2 billion in donations to
pay for the vaccine doses in 90 countries. “We’re trying
to do everything we can to try to have a global approach
because we think it’s the right thing to do from a science
point of view and from an equity point of view,” Berkley
says.

COVAX is planning to spread its own risk by investing in
a variety of vaccine strategies. Single-dose vaccines could
be easier to give in refugee camps, for instance, whereas a
double-dose regimen might work fine at a European doc-
tor’s office. Some vaccines are based on new technology,
creating more uncertainty about regulatory approval and
manufacturing capacity. COVAX also hopes to source its
vaccines from companies in different locations, so that no
single country can stop them from being exported. CO-
VAX is a clever way to try to hold together the interests
of different countries, says David Fidler, an adjunct senior
fellow for global health at the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions. “Even from the point of view of raw self-interest
that governments often have, you can see why this would
look attractive,” he says. “They’re not ignoring the politi-
cal reality.” But he worries countries may hesitate to sign

up, and that those that do may renege on the deal once the

scramble for doses actually begins.

So far, more than 70 countries that plan to finance their
own vaccine have expressed interest in signing up with
COVAX. (They have to formally commit by the end of
August and provide an advance of 15% of the overall
amount.) Whether they will come through is another mat-
ter. Some countries in the European Union—which often
stresses the importance of global solidarity—have indicat-

ed they intend to donate money, but may not order vac-

cines themselves through COVAX. “Where the procure-
ment of doses for themselves is concerned, we are still
actively discussing with them,” Hatchett says. “There
are models where we could work together.”

Nkengasong says Africa needs to explore other avenues
as well. “We welcome the COVAX Facility arrangement
but we cannot just wait for discussions in Geneva,” he
says. “We need to take charge of our own destiny.” At
an African Union meeting in late June, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa called on leaders to secure
vaccine supplies for the continent and ensure that vac-
cines are manufactured there. Nkengasong says African
governments are approaching banks to finance deals
with pharma companies similar to those signed by the
United States. “We need to come together as a continent
of 1.3 billion people to not be left behind.”

Kate Elder, a vaccines expert at Doctors Without Bor-
ders’s Access Campaign, sees COVAX as perhaps the
best shot at an equitable distribution of vaccines, but
says it should be more transparent. “How did they
choose AstraZeneca? What conditions are there in the
agreement with AstraZeneca if the company doesn’t
meet volume commitments?” she asks. “None of the

conditions around that are known.”

= CRIPTI
PR e oF CHILDREN

COVAX-19™

Both COVAX and governments should also ensure that
funded vaccine producers make their data freely avail-
able to any company that wants to use them, ‘t Hoen
adds. “I’'m very worried that they are doing this without
strings attached, that the know-how that is developed
with this public funding does not become publicly avail-
able for others to use,” she says.

What’s needed most for COVAX to work is political
commitment at the highest levels of government, says
Alexandra Phelan, a lawyer at Georgetown University
who specializes in global health. Without “a really big
international effort,” for instance at the United Nations
or the G-20, the early doses of vaccines are unlikely to
go to those who need them most, Phelan says. “It will be
slow, it will be inadequate, and there will be unnecessary
deaths.”

It didn’t have to be this way, Fidler says. Experts have
long warned that a devastating pandemic was likely to
hit some day, but the international community failed to
put in place a mechanism to ensure equitable access to
a pandemic vaccine. “So for an entirely foreseeable, ex-
pected, predicted, global problem,” he says, “we have

nothing.” (Courtesy sciencemag.org)
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Total Vaccination Numbers
Are Up As Cities Announce
Strict Vaccine Mandates

Quick Look
Total vaccination numbers up as cities announce vaccine mandates.
Total vaccination numbers are at the highest they have been in
more than a month as more cities have begun mandating them.

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Total vaccination numbers in the U.S. are
at the highest they have been in more than
a month as companies, organizations and,
most recently, cities have begun announcing
vaccine mandates. At the same time, Covid
cases have also climbed around the country,
driven by the highly contagious delta vari-
ant.

White House chief of staff Ronald Klain
said in a post on Twitter Friday that Covid
vaccinations had reached their highest 24-
hour total since before July 4, with 918,000
doses administered and 576,000 newly vac-
cinated, up from 821,000 and 565,000 re-
spectively last Friday.

This comes in a week that has seen reported
Covid case counts at the level of November
2020 and a seven-day average of more than
140,000 cases per day, according to NBC
News’ tally.

3 figure stood at about 712,000 Friday.
| ; W f

Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

“Vaccine requirements and incentives
are starting to pay off — as well as the
tragedy of seeing so much needless ill-
ness and loss due to Delta’s impact on
the unvaccinated,” Klain wrote.

The 900,000-plus doses administered is
the highest total reported in a day since
1.1 million doses in the U.S. were re-
ported July 3, according to figures from
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. That’s up from a low of about
243,000 doses administered July 20.
And while single-day numbers can
fluctuate dramatically, the seven-day
average of doses administered has also
been trending up for most of the last six
weeks, according to an NBC News anal-
ysis of CDC data. After hitting a pan-
demic low of an average 507,000 doses
over the past seven days on July 20, that
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Vaccinations are on the rise as cities —
on the heels of major companies and
other organizations — implement strict-
er vaccination rules.

New Orleans announced Thursday that
effective Aug. 16 it would require proof
of vaccination or a negative Covid test
for indoor dining, bars, gyms, indoor
entertainment and large outdoor events.
“This is in addition to the indoor mask
mandate and in an effort to curb the
unprecedented level of hospitalizations
statewide and the growing number of
deaths due to the more contagious and
more deadly Delta variant,” the city said
in a statement.

And San Francisco Mayor London
Breed also announced Thursday that
the city will be requiring proof of vac-
cination for patrons and employees of
restaurants, bars, theaters, gyms and
large events. Breed said the requirement
for full proof of vaccination for patrons
in indoor public settings would begin
Aug. 20 and the proof of vaccination
requirement for staff members would
begin Oct. 13 to allow time for full vac-
cination.

“We know that for our city to bounce
back from the pandemic and thrive, we
need to use the best method we have
to fight Covid-19 and that’s vaccines,”
Breed said in a statement. “Many San
Francisco businesses are already leading
the way by requiring proof of vaccina-
tion for their customers because they
care about the health of their employees,
their customers, and this City. This order
builds on their leadership and will help
us weather the challenges ahead and
keep our businesses open. Vaccines are
our way out of the pandemic, and our
way back to a life where we can be to-
gether safely.”

The two announcements, some of the
first in the country, followed the lead of
New York City after it announced this
month that it would require proof of
vaccination for leisure indoor activities
at restaurants, gyms and performances,
becoming the first major city in the Unit-
ed States to do so.

Mayor Bill de Blasio said the program
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will begin in mid-August during a tran-
sition period before it will be fully en-
forced beginning the week of Sept. 13.
“It is time for people to see vaccina-
tions as literally necessary to living a
good, full and healthy life,” he said at
the time. “If you’re unvaccinated, unfor-
tunately, you will not be able to partici-
pate in many things.”
As cities have begun announcing vac-
cine mandates, more than a dozen large
corporate employers have recently done
the same. President Joe Biden has also
been expanding the list of federal work-
ers mandated to get the vaccine, with the
latest announcement Thursday adding
all Health and Human Services employ-
ees who may come in contact with pa-
tients.
SRR

g nll'

Passengers rlde a tour bus as they re-
sumed service on Aug. 3, 2021 in San
Francisco. The city suspended tour
bus services at the start of the pan-
demic.China News Service / China
News Service

The administration has already man-
dated vaccinations for health care and
nursing home workers for the Veterans
Affairs administration, while the De-
partment of Defense said this week it
would require members of the military
to be vaccinated by mid-September. All
federal workers will be required to either
be vaccinated or undergo frequent test-
ing. (Courtesy https://www.nbcnews.
com/news/u)

Related

New ‘MU’ COVID Variant

Now Found In 49 U.S. States
Since being discovered in Colombia in
January, the mu variant of COVID-19
has spread to nearly four dozen coun-
tries and has made its presence known
in Hawaii and Alaska. It has so far been
found in 49 states with Nebraska being
the only state to not have a mu variant
case detected.
Health officials believe mu is even more
transmissible than the delta variant and
has the potential to resist vaccines.
In the U.S., the mu variant has been de-
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tected in 49 states and the District of Co-
lumbia, according to Newsweek.
California has reported the highest num-
ber of the latest variant with 384. A total
of 167 of those cases were found in Los
Angeles County.

“The identification of variants like mu,
and the spreading of variants across the
globe, highlights the need for L.A. Coun-
ty residents to continue to take measures
to protect themselves and others,” said

Dr. Barbara Ferrer, director of LA Coun-
ty Public Health, in a statement.

Blood specimen collection tubes are
seen in the laboratory of Bellville
Medical Center, in Bellville, Tex-
as, September 1, 2021. (FRANCOIS
PICARD/AFP via Getty Images)
“This is what makes getting vaccinated
and layering protections so important.
These are actions that break the chain of
transmission and limits COVID-19 pro-
liferation that allows for the virus to mu-
tate into something that could be more
dangerous.”

On Aug. 30, the World Health Organiza-
tion called the mu variant a variant of in-
terest due to its ability to be more trans-
missible than any of the other strains of
COVID-19.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has not yet made similar
classifications about mu in the U.S.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, said that health officials
were maintaining a “close eye” on the
mu variant despite it being “not at all
even close” to becoming the dominant
COVID-19 strain in the U.S.

“Even though it has not in essence taken
hold to any extent here we always pay
attention to at all times variants,” Fauci
said.

The U.S. saw its peak of mu variant
cases in mid-July but case numbers in-
volving that variant have been declin-
ing since, signaling either a weakening
of the strain or indicating a worrisome
future. (Courtesy https://www.nydaily-
news.com/)
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