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U.S. inflation coming off the boil as
prices 1ncrease slowly in August

WASHINGTON, Sept 14 (Reuters) - Underlying
U.S. consumer prices increased at their slowest
pace in six months in August as used motor vehicle
prices tumbled, suggesting that inflation had proba-
bly peaked, though it could remain high for a while
amid persistent supply constraints.

The broad slowdown in price pressures reported
by the Labor Department on Tuesday aligns with
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell’s long-held
belief that high inflation is transitory. Still, econ-
omists cautioned it was too early to celebrate and
expected the U.S. central bank to lay out plans in
November to start scaling back its massive month-
ly bond-buying program.

“Inflation remains troublingly strong, even if it

is not exploding like it did earlier in the year,”

said James McCann, deputy chief economist at
Aberdeen Standard Investments in Boston. “If we
continue to see further step-downs in inflation over
the next six months, that should ease the pressure
on the Fed to quickly follow tapering with interest
rate rises.”

The consumer price index excluding the volatile
food and energy components edged up 0.1% last
month. That was the smallest gain since February
and followed a 0.3% rise in July.

The so-called core CPI was held back by a 1.5%
decline in prices for used cars and trucks, which
ended five straight monthly increases. Robust rises
in prices of used cars and trucks, as well as ser-
vices in industries worst affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, were the key drivers behind a heating
up of inflation at the start of the year.

Airline fares plunged 9.1% in August, likely as

a resurgence in infections, driven by the Delta
variant of the coronavirus, sapped demand for air
travel. There were also decreases in motor vehicle
rentals and insurance.

In the 12 months through August, the core CPI
increased 4.0% after advancing 4.3% in the 12
months through July. Economists polled by Reu-
ters had forecast the core CPI would gain 0.3% for
the month and increase 4.2% year-on-year.

Stocks on Wall Street were trading lower. The dol-
lar (DXY) fell against a basket of currencies. U.S.
Treasury prices rose.

In addition to the price surge for used cars and
trucks appearing to have run its course, hotel and
motel accommodation prices are now above the
pre-pandemic level, suggesting moderate gains
ahead. Prices for hotels and motels accommodation
fell 3.3% after shooting up 6.8% in July. Some of
the price plunge was probably because of the soar-
ing coronavirus infections.
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Congressman Al Green _Remarks on
Patriot Day and National Day of Ser-
vice and Remembrance 2021
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(Houston, TX) — On Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2021, Congressman Al
Green (TX-09) released the follow-
ing statement:

“9/11 serves as a reminder that
onto each person a watch is given.
A reminder that this is our watch. A
reminder that our mission is to pro-
tect the flame of freedom.Protect

it from those who would smother
flickers of hope with ashes of hate.
Protect it from those who would
extinguish precious embers of
enlightenment with raging rivers

of ignorance. Protect it from those
who would suffocate the bright
sparks of freedom with a dark blan-
ket of servitude. On this day, some
20 years ago, the flame of freedom
was under attack. On this day some
20 years ago, there were those who
responded not on our watch.”

of the \.

Congressman Al Green — who
spoke at various 9/11 remembrance
ceremonies across the community
today — went on, “They were the
first responders who rushed in to
save lives in the twin towers as
others rushed out. They were the
passengers on Flight United 93, a
plane destined to take the lives of
persons at the Capitol. Their re-
sponse was not on our watch. They
had to know that their lives

would be lost. But their mantra was
‘let’s roll.” They had to know that
they would never spend time with
their wives, their husbands, their
mothers, their fathers, their

babies, their sisters, or their broth-
ers, ever again. Yet, their mantra
was ‘let’s roll.”

In so doing, they, with great sacri-
fice, protected the flame of freedom
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and spared the lives of many.
Today, I say to you America,
‘let’s roll.” Let’s roll beyond
the ignorance that engenders
hate. Let’s roll across the
chasms that divide us. Let’s
roll onto the path of unity our
nation found on 9/11 some 20
years ago when the flame

Lily Rodriguez, Press Secretary
Cell Phone: 202-430-0125
Email: lily.rodriguez@mail.
house.gov
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According to a new survey,
86% of all Americans believe
the pandemicisn’ t over yet.

In the U.S. most peaple think
the country hasn’ 't even
started.to recover

- economically from the

Bl - pandemic; with 41% saying

- that conditions ‘are continuing
to worsen.

On the schaol masks
requirement, 63%. of people
believe that the children need
to have masks on when they
come to school, but 31% .

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

N
> @
“ th%
S
e
79-2019

AEE@)

ITglkm i ﬂ}ﬂﬂ =7
. xRA EEERR
l/\/Make
Today
Different

Former U.S. President George W. Bush attends an event commemorating the
20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks at the Flight 93 National
Memorial in Stoystown, Pennsylvania. REUTERS/Evelyn Hockstein

opposed it. This has also
become a strong political
issue today. The pandemic is
so politicalized now that
people will not listen to the
experts.

60% of Republicans.reports « « - -

that they are vaccinated and

a sizable number are
continuing to take coronavirus:
precautions.

There are mahy_ people who-
support keeping the option*
open to let people work at
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY
We Are Still Fighting

home, and doctors should

“ ‘keep the option open for

telemedicine.

Today we are really facing
many problems in our area.
Last week we faced
Hurricane IDA, and now we
have another tropical storm
Nicholas that is approaching
Texas. Some Houston area
school districts have already
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A Common Enemy

canceled-classes due to the
threat of severe weather
posed by the storm.

In the last two years we all
have suffered in this
pandemic and natural
disasters. The world is really
“hanging on a hinge,” and
unless we can work together,
we don’ t see any bright
future ahead for the world.
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The reflection of the One World
trade Center is seen in Joe
walker’s sunglasses as he reacts
during the 20th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 attacks
in New York City. REUTERS/
Carlos Barria

U.S. President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden participate in a ceremony marking
the 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks in New York City. REUTERS/
Jonathan Ernst

U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris touches the Flight 93 National Memorial during an event
commemorating the 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks, in Stoystown, Penn-
sylvania. REUTERS/Evelyn Hockstein

) |
Teachers welcome students with

roses as schools reopen after the
government withdrew restric-
tions on educational institutions
following a decrease in the num-
ber of cases of coronavirus in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. REUTERS/
Mohammad Ponir Hossain

Jennifer Lopez and Ben
Affleck pose at the pre-
miere screening of the
film “The Last Duel” at
the Venice Film Festival.
REUTERS/Yara Nardi
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Hispanics Are Dying At The Highest Rate

United States COVID-19 Deaths Now At 660,000

A portion of a mural, which displays images of people who have died of coronavirus
disease (COVID-19), is seen in Joni Zavitsanos’ art studio in Houston, Texas, as
the country reaches 600,000 deaths . (Photo credit/REUTERS/Callaghan O’Hare.)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Jerry Ramos spent his final days in a California hospital,
hooked to an oxygen machine with blood clots in his
lungs from COVID-19, his 3-year-old daughter in his
thoughts.

“I have to be here to watch my princess grow up,” the
Mexican American restaurant worker wrote on Face-
book. “My heart feels broken into pieces.”

Ramos didn’t live to see it. He died Feb. 15 at age 32,
becoming not just one of the nearly 600,000 Americans
who have now perished in the coronavirus outbreak but
another example of the outbreak’s strikingly uneven
and ever-shifting toll on the nation’s racial and ethnic
groups.

The approaching 600,000 mark, as tracked by Johns

Hopkins University, is greater than the population of

Baltimore or Milwaukee. It is about equal to the number
of Americans who died of cancer in 2019. And as bad as
that is, the true toll is believed to be significantly higher.
Last summer, during a second surge, Hispanics were hit
the hardest, suffering an outsize share of deaths, driven
by infections in Texas and Florida. By winter, during
the third and most lethal stage, the virus had gripped the

entire nation, and racial gaps in weekly death rates had

DALY

narrowed so much that whites were the worst off,
followed closely by Hispanics.
hites were the worst off, followed closely by His-

panics.

FILE - In this July 11, 2020, file photo, mourn-
ers carry out the remains of loved ones following
the blessing of the ashes of Mexicans who died
from COVID-19 at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York. Government health officials say Na-
tive Americans, Latinos and Black people are two
to three times more likely than whites to die of
COVID-19. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez,
File)

President Joe Biden acknowledged the milestone

Monday during his visit to Europe, saying that while
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new cases and deaths are dropping dramatically in
the U.S., “there’s still too many lives being lost,” and
“now is not the time to let our guard down.”

On the way to the latest round-number milestone,
the virus has proved adept at exploiting inequalities
in the U.S., according to an Associated Press data
analysis.

In the first wave of fatalities, in April 2020, Black
people were slammed, dying at rates higher than
those of other ethnic or racial groups as the virus
rampaged through the urban Northeast and heavily
African American cities like Detroit and New Orle-
ans.

Now, even as the outbreak ebbs and more people
get vaccinated, a racial gap appears to be emerging
again, with Black Americans dying at higher rates
than other groups.

Overall, Black and Hispanic Americans have less
access to medical care and are in poorer health, with
higher rates of conditions such as diabetes and high
blood pressure. They are also more likely to have
jobs deemed essential, less able to work from home
and more likely to live in crowded, multigenerational
households, where working family members are apt

to expose others to the virus.

Milestones Crossed In U.S.
COVID-19 Deaths

Cumulative deaths in the U.S. through the week

ending:
June 13,2021
100,000200,000300,000400,000500,000

NOTE: Weekly counts end on Sunday. The count
for the most recent week will not be complete
until Sunday. In Utah only the larger-population
counties are reporting confirmed deaths; Smaller
counties are banded together into county groups;
Those counties are not shown in this map. Source:
Johns Hopkins University CSSE (AP Photo Cred-
it: NICKY FORSTER AND PHIL HOLM)

Black people account for 15% of all COVID-19
deaths where race is known, while Hispanics rep-
resent 19%, whites 61% and Asian Americans 4%.
Those figures are close to the groups’ share of the
U.S. population — Black people at 12%, Hispanics
18%, whites 60% and Asians 6% — but adjusting for

age yields a clearer picture of the unequal burden.

Because Blacks and Hispanics are younger on average
than whites, it would stand to reason that they would be

less likely to die from a disease that has been brutal to

the elderly.

In this April 22, 2020, file photo, pallbearers, who
were among only 10 allowed mourners, walk the
casket for internment at the funeral for Larry Ham-
mond, who died from the coronavirus, at Mount
Olivet Cemetery in New Orleans. Government health
officials say Native Americans, Latinos and Black
people are two to three times more likely than whites
to die of COVID-19. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
But that’s not what is happening. Instead, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, adjusting for population
age differences, estimates that Native Americans, Lati-
nos and Blacks are two to three times more likely than
white people to die of COVID-19. Also, the AP analysis
found that Latinos are dying at much younger ages than
other groups. Thirty-seven percent of Hispanic deaths
were of those under 65, versus 12% for white Americans
and 30% for Black people. Hispanic people between 30
and 39 — like Ramos — have died at five times the rate
of white people in the same age group. Public health
experts see these disparities as a loud message that the
nation needs to address deep-rooted inequities.

“If we want to respect the dear price that 600,000 people
have paid, don’t return to normal. Return to something
that is better than what was,” said Dr. Clyde Yancy, vice
dean for diversity and inclusion at Northwestern Univer-
sity’s medical school in Chicago.

He added: “It will be an epic fail if we simply go back to

whatever we call normal ”

Yolanda Ogbolu, a nurse researcher at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, Baltimore, who advocated for two
relatives during their COVID-19 hospital stays, looks
out a window at the university’s nursing school on
Friday, June 11, 2021, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Steve
Ruark)

Yolanda Ogbolu, who is Black, made herself an advo-

cate for two relatives during their COVID-19 hospital

COMMUNIT

stays: her 50-year-old police officer brother — she
persuaded his doctors to treat him with the drug rem-
desivir — and her 59-year-old repairman uncle. She
called the hospital daily during his 100-day stay. Both
survived. But Ogbolu wonders whether they would
have lived if they hadn’t had a nurse in the family.
“What happens when people don’t have that person
to push for them? What happens when you don’t even
speak the language?” Ogbolu said. “What happens
when they don’t know how to navigate the health sys-
tem or what questions to ask?”

Ramos had asthma and diabetes and had quit his job as
a chef at Red Lobster before the pandemic because of
diabetes-related trouble with his feet.

He died during the devastating winter surge that hit
Latinos hard, and the rest of his household of seven
in Watsonville, an agricultural city of around 54,000

people about 90 miles south of San Francisco, also

got sick.

Laura Ramos holds a photo of her brother Jerry
Ramos at her home in Watsonville, Calif., Sunday,
June 6, 2021. He died Feb. 15 at age 32, becoming
not just one of the roughly 600,000 Americans who
have now perished in the outbreak but another
example of the virus’s strikingly uneven and ev-
er-shifting toll on the nation’s racial and ethnic
groups. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)
That included his toddler daughter; the family matri-
arch, 70-year-old Mercedes Ramos; and his girlfriend,
who was the only one in the household working and
the first to get infected,

bringing home the virus from her job managing a
marijuana dispensary, according to family members.
Mother and son were admitted to the same hospital,
their rooms nearby. They would video chat or call each
other every day.
“He would tell me he loved me very much and that he
wanted me to get better and that he was doing fine, but
he was telling me that so I wouldn’t worry,” Mercedes
Ramos said in Spanish, her voice breaking. She has
since returned to her job picking strawberries.
Gaps in vaccination rates in the U.S. also persist, with
Blacks and Hispanics lagging behind, said Samantha
Artiga of the Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonpartisan
health-policy research organization.

(Continued On Page C7-2)

Continued from page C7-1
Hispanics Are Dying At The Highest Rate

Unlted States COVID-19 Deaths Now At 660 000

A memorial for Jerry Ramos sits at his home in Watsonville, Calif., Sunday,

June 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Experts say several factors could be at
work, including deep distrust of the medi-
cal establishment among Black Americans
because of a history of discriminatory
treatment, and fears of deportation among
Latinos, as well as a language barrier in
many cases.

The U.S. was averaging about 870,000 in-
jections per day in early June, down sharp-
ly from a high of about 3.3 million a day
on average in mid-April, according to the
CDC.

Initial vaccine eligibility policies, set by
states, favored older Americans, a group
more likely to be white. Now, everyone
over 12 is eligible, but obstacles remain,
such as concerns about missing work be-
cause of side effects from the shot.
“Eligibility certainly does not equal ac-
cess,” Artiga said. “Losing a day or two
of wages can have real consequences for
your family. People are facing tough deci-
sions like that.”

The AP’s analysis of the outbreak’s racial
and ethnic patterns was based on Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics data on
COVID-19 deaths and 2019 Census Bu-

reau population estimates.

COVID-19 Death Raies Amang Oier Hspanc. American Indan'Aleka Matve.
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It’s less clear who is dying now, but
the still-incomplete data suggests a gap
has emerged again. In Michigan, Black
people are 14% of the population but
accounted for 25% of the 1,064 deaths
reported in the past four weeks, accord-
ing to the most recent available state
data. Similar gaps were seen in Florida
and Pennsylvania.
“For people of color like myself, we’ve
had deep personal experiences during
the pandemic” of caring for loved
ones and sometimes losing them, said
Yolanda Ogbolu, a nurse researcher at
the University of Maryland, Baltimore.
(Courtesy https://apnews.com/)
Related

600,000 Painful U.S. COVID-19

deaths Leave a Swath Of Misery

Across The Country
The United States has now lost over
600,000 mothers, fathers, children, sib-
lings and friends to COVID-19, a painful
reminder that death, sickness and grief
continue even as the country begins to
return to something resembling pre-pan-
demic normal.
A bride forced by the pandemic to have
a Zoom wedding is planning a lavish
in-person anniversary celebration this
summer, but all of the guests must attest
they are vaccinated.
A Houston artist, still deep in grief, is
working on a collage of images of peo-
ple who died in her community. Others
crowd theaters and bars, saying it is time
to move on.
“There will be no tears - not even happy
tears,” said Ali Whitman, who will cel-
ebrate her first wedding anniversary in
August by donning her gown and party-
ing with 240 vaccinated friends and fam-
ily members in New Hampshire.
COVID-19 nearly killed her mother. She
spent her wedding day last year with 13
people in person while an aunt conduct-
ed the ceremony via Zoom.
“I would be remiss not to address how
awful and how terrible the past year has
been, but also the gratitude that I can be
in a singular place with all the people in
my life who mean so much to me,’
Whitman, 30.
The United States passed 600,000
COVID-19 deaths on Monday, about
15% of the world’s total coronavirus
fatalities of around 4 million, a Reuters
tally shows.
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As death rate slows,

_ U.S. exceeds 600,000

reuters COVID-19 fatalities
http://reut.rs/2TqZMHE

The rate of severe illness and death has
dropped dramatically as more Americans
have become vaccinated, creating some-
thing of a psychological whiplash that

plagues the millions whose lives have
been touched by the disease. Many are
eager to emerge from more than a year
of sickness and lockdown, yet they still
suffer - from grief, lingering symptoms,
economic trauma or the isolation of lock-
down.

“We’ve all lived through this awful time,
and all of us have been affected one
way or another,” said Erika Stein, who
has suffered from migraines, fatigue
and cognitive issues since contracting
COVID-19 last fall. “My world flipped
upside down in the last year and a half -
and that’s been hard.”

Stein, 34, was active and fit, working as a
marketing executive and fitness instruc-
tor in Virginia outside Washington, D.C.,
before the initial illness and related syn-
drome known as long-COVID ravaged
her life.

Like many, she has mixed feelings about
how quickly cities and states have moved
to lift pandemic restrictions and re-open.

‘FOR MY FAMILY, THERE IS NO
NORMAL’

In New York, social worker Shyvonne
Noboa still cries talking about the dis-
ease that ravaged her family, infecting
14 out of 17 relatives and killing her be-
loved grandfather.

She breaks down when she goes to Tar-
get and sees the well-stocked aisles, re-
calling the pandemic’s depths, when she
could not find hand sanitizer to protect
her family.

“New York City is going back to
quote-unquote ‘normal’ and opening up,
but I can assure you that for my fami-
ly there is no normal,” said Noboa, who
lives in Queens, an early epicenter of the
U.S. outbreak. She is vaccinated but still
wears a mask when she is out, and plans
to continue doing so in the near future.
In Houston, artist Joni Zavitsanos started
looking up obituaries of people in South-
east Texas who had died in the pandem-

ic’s early days, reading their stories and
creating mixed-media memorials dis-
playing their names and photographs.
Around each person she painted a halo
using gold leaf, an homage to the Byz-
antine art of the Greek Orthodox church
she attends.

Zavitsanos has now created about 575
images, and plans to keep going, mak-
ing as many as she can, each portrait on
an eight-by-eight-inch piece of wood to
be mounted together to form an installa-
tion. Her brother and three adult children
contracted COVID-19 and recovered. A
very close friend nearly died and is still
struggling with rehabilitation
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Chris Kocher, who founded the support
and advocacy group COVID Survivors
for Change, urged sympathy and support
for people who are still grieving.

“We’re being given this false choice
where you can open up and celebrate,
or you need to be locked down in grief,”
he said. “Let’s be thankful that people
are getting vaccinated, but let’s also ac-
knowledge that going back to normal is
not an option for millions of Americans.”
One way to acknowledge the toll that
COVID-19 has taken is to incorporate
the color yellow into celebrations and
gatherings, or display a yellow heart,
which for some has become a symbol of
those lost to the disease, he said.

The bittersweet mix of grief at the pan-
demic’s toll with relief brought by its ebb
was clear at Chicago’s O’Hare airport on
Thursday, where Stephanie Aviles and
her family waited for a cousin to arrive
from Puerto Rico.

Aviles, 23, lost two close friends to the
virus, and her father nearly died. And
yet, here she was, greeting family she
had not been able to see for 15 months as
the pandemic raged.

“I'm grateful, but it’s a lot,” she said.
“It’s a strange feeling to be normal
again.” (Courtesy https://www.reuters.
com/world)
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