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U.S. job growth takes giant step back as
Delta variant hits restaurants

WASHINGTON, Sept 3 (Reuters) - The
U.S. economy created the fewest jobs in
seven months in August as hiring in the
leisure and hospitality sector stalled amid
aresurgence in COVID-19 infections,
which weighed on demand at restaurants
and hotels.

But other details of the Labor Depart-
ment’s closely watched employment re-
port on Friday were fairly strong, with the
unemployment rate falling to a 17-month
low of 5.2% and July job growth revised
sharply higher. Wages increased a solid
0.6% and fewer people were experiencing
long spells of unemployment.

This points to underlying strength in the
economy even as growth appears to be
slowing significantly in the third quarter
because of the soaring infections, driven
by the Delta variant of the coronavirus,
and relentless shortages of raw materials,
which are depressing automobile sales and
restocking.

“It is important to keep the right perspec-
tive,” said Brian Bethune, professor of
practice at Boston College. “Given the
supply chain constraints and the ongoing
battle to lasso COVID-19 to the ground,
the economy is performing exceptionally
well.”

The survey of establishments showed non-
farm payrolls increased by 235,000 jobs
last month, the smallest gain since Janu-
ary. Data for July was revised up to show
a whopping 1.053 million jobs created
instead of the previously reported 943,000.

Hiring in June was also stronger than ini-
tially estimated, leaving average monthly
job growth over the past three months at

a strong 750,000. Employment is 5.3 mil-
lion jobs below its peak in February 2020.
Economists polled by Reuters had forecast
nonfarm payrolls increasing by 728,000
jobs in August.

Though the Delta variant was the biggest
drag, fading fiscal stimulus was probably
another factor. The response rate to the
survey is lower in August and the pandem-
ic has made it harder to adjust education
employment for seasonal fluctuations.

The initial August payrolls print has un-
dershot expectations over the last several
years, including in 2020. Payrolls have
been subsequently revised higher in 11 of

the last 12 years.

“The August payroll figures have histor-
ically been revised higher in the years
since the Great Recession, sometimes
significantly, and there’s a good chance
this effect will occur again this time,”
said David Berson, chief economist at
Nationwide in Ohio.

Employment in the leisure and hospi-
tality sector was unchanged after gains
averaging 377,000 per month over the
prior three months. Restaurants and bars
payrolls fell 42,000 and hiring at hotels
and motels decreased 34,600, offsetting
a 36,000 gain in arts, entertainment and
recreation jobs. Retailers shed 29,000
jobs.

Construction lost 3,000 jobs. There were
gains in mining, financial services, in-
formation and professional and business
services as well as transportation and
warehousing.

Manufacturing added 37,000 jobs, led
by a 24,100 increase in the automobile
industry. Factory hiring remains con-
strained by input shortages, especially
semiconductors, which have depressed
motor vehicle production and sales.
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A sign ad-
vertising job
openings is
seen while
people
walk into
the store in
New York
City, New
York, U.S.,
August
6,2021.
REUTERS/
Eduardo
Munoz

China's Alibaba to invest $15.5
bln for "common prosperity"

SHANGHALI, Sept 2 (Reuters) - Chi-
na's Alibaba Group (9988.HK), will
invest 100 billion yuan ($15.5 bil-
lion) by 2025 in support of "common
prosperity", it said, becoming the latest
corporate giant to pledge support for
the initiative driven by President Xi
Jinping.

Beijing has been encouraging com-
panies to share wealth as part of the
effort to ease inequality in the world's
second-largest economy. Other compa-
nies that have made similar announce-
ments include Tencent Holdings (0700.
HK), which also pledged 100 billion
yuan, and Geely Automobile (0175.
HK). read more

The government-backed Zhejiang
News website said Alibaba's funds will
go towards areas such as subsidies for
small and medium-sized enterprises
and improving insurance protection for
gig economy workers such as couriers
and ride-hailing drivers.

It will also set up a 20 billion yuan
"common prosperity development
fund", the newspaper said, with Aliba-
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ba confirming the report.

The e-commerce giant and its tech
rivals have been the target of a
wide-ranging regulatory crackdown
on issues ranging from monopolistic
behaviour to consumer rights. Aliba-
ba was fined a record $2.75 billion in
April over monopoly violations. read
more

The sector has also attracted criticism
for the treatment of delivery work-
ers and ride-hailing drivers, most of
whom are not covered by basic social
and medical insurance.

Food delivery platform Ele.me and
supermarket operator Freshippo, both
of which are owned by Alibaba, were
among operators called to a meeting
last month with government regula-
tors on improving safety and labour
rights for delivery workers.
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Houston Area:
Main Office
713-596-2888
Dallas Area:
Richardson Branch
972-348-3488

Nevada Area:
Las Vegas Branch
702-777-9988

Harwin Branch
713-273-1888

Spring Branch
713-273-1838

Katy Branch
281-762-6688

First Colony Branch
713-596-2588

Pahrump Branch
775-751-1773

Amargosa Valley Branch
775-372-1100
California Area:

City of Industry Branch
626-667-3988

Alhambra Branch
626-863-1980

Plano Branch
469-429-2422

Garland Branch
972-272-3375

Arlington Branch
817-261-5585

Carrollton Branch
972-428-5088

Harry-Hines Branch
972-348-3433

Legacy Branch
972-348-3466
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Houston’ s Homeless
Problem Is A Social Issue

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

After the pand_ mi >

Houston library, it has bee

shut down since 2005
“Houston Food

Chairman of International District Houston Texas has provided meals four

. . nights per week at; the library
Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee @ "0 .7" 0 8% niown

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO library will open:soon, but the

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center [EReI(IV[RVEER(][s] they will no
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas longer be welcome there.

The city wants to relocate the
group to the property nearby
the municipal court, but the
homeless people said they

also need to build homes for
them in specific areas to
prowde-them with a safe

just passed a law banning
homeless encampments on
public property and it will go
,rnto effect on September st

ple in’ order to let them get
rnto the job market. We

vl_have a right to be out in

Houston and Harns County
have worked with the

Coalition for Homeless to
create a COVID-19

Homeless Housing Program.
With a $65 million budget, it
will help more than 5,000
homeless in the Houston area.

Today the state of Texas has

Facebook Page:
Southern News

Instagram 1D:
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Taliban forces stand guard in front of Hamid Karzai International Airport in
Kabul, Afghanistan. REUTERS/Stringer

A satellite image shows TD Bank Ballpark submerged in flood, after Hurricane Ida
swept through the Bridgewater Township in New Jersey. Maxar Technologies/via

REUTERS

A boat damaged by hurricane Ida
rests on its side in Leeville, Lou-
isiana. REUTERS/Leah Millis

Editor’s Choice

A flooded car is pictured after
the remnants of Tropical Storm
Ida brought drenching rain,
flash floods and tornadoes to
parts of the northeast in Mama-
roneck, New York. REUTERS/
Mike Segar

A day after U.S. forces completed its troop withdrawal from Afghanistan, an Afghan man in
uniform boards a bus taking refugees to a processing center upon their arrival at Dulles Interna-
tional Airport in Dulles, Virginia. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

Afghan women’s rights
defenders and civil activ-
ists protest to call on the
Taliban for the preserva-
tion of their achievements
and education, in front of
the presidential palace in
Kabul, Afghanistan. REU-
TERS/Stringer
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CDC Director: Studies Show
COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness
‘Declining’ Against Delta Variant

—

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the director of the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention, testifies during a congressional
hearing in Washington on March 18, 2021.
(Susan Walsh/Pool/AFP via Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the head of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), said that data sourced from Israel on
COVID-19 vaccines show that the efficacy
of the shots has dropped among individuals
who received their vaccines early on. Cit-
ing three studies that were released by the
CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report, Walensky said on Aug. 18 that the
vaccines’ efficacy decreases over time in
preventing infection. Although protection
against death and hospitalization is “hold-
ing up well,” the COVID-19 vaccines’ ef-
fectiveness is “waning” in even preventing
severe illness or death, she said.

“Even though our vaccines are currently
working well to prevent hospitalizations,
we are seeing concerning evidence of wan-
ing vaccine effectiveness over time and
against the Delta variant,” Walensky said
during a news conference in explaining why
federal officials are now recommending that
booster shots be given to Americans eight
months after they’ve been vaccinated with
the Pfizer or Moderna shots.

The two vaccines, the most widely used

in the United States, were pegged at 95
percent and 94.1 percent effective, re-
spectively, when granted emergency use
authorization in December 2020. But the
efficacy against infection has plummeted
to 53.1 percent for both vaccines, one of
the new studies found.

| s -
A UK study suggests that COVID-19
vaccines are effective against the Delta
variant after two doses, although the
protection they offer begins to fall after
30 days.Credit: Ian Forsyth/Getty
Researchers with the CDC’s COVID-19
Response Team and the Vermont-based
Lantana Consulting Group discovered
that the two doses of mRNA-based vac-
cines were about 75 percent effective in

preventing infection in nursing home res-
idents from March through May. During
June and July, though, the number dropped
by 22 percent.

“Because nursing home residents might
remain at some risk for SARS-CoV-2
infection despite vaccination, multiple
COVID-19 prevention strategies, includ-
ing infection control, testing, and vacci-
nation of nursing home staff members,
residents, and visitors, are critical. An
additional dose of COVID-19 vaccine
might be considered for nursing home and
long-term care facility residents to opti-
mize a protective immune response,” the
researchers, who analyzed weekly data
from the Centers for Medicaid and Medi-
care, wrote.

People who have had Covid-19 gain even
more antibodies when fully vaccinated.
Another study analyzed age-adjusted
vaccine effectiveness in New York City
between May 3 and July 25. Research-
ers with the New York State Department
of Health and the University at Albany
School of Public Health found that ef-
fectiveness against infection for adults
dropped to 79.8 percent from 91.7 per-
cent. They also said that data from four
databases, including the Citywide Immu-
nization Registry, showed that vaccine
effectiveness (VE) against hospitalization
“was relatively stable,” ranging from 91.9
percent to 95.3 percent.

“These findings support a multipronged
approach to reducing new COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations and cases, centered on vac-
cination, and including other approaches
such as masking and physical distancing,”
the researchers said, including additional
vaccine doses.

The third study evaluated 1,129 fully vac-
cinated patients at 21 hospitals across 18
states. Researchers, including scientists
from the University of Iowa, the Universi-
ty of Michigan, and Washington Universi-
ty, said the effectiveness of the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines against hospitalization
declined to 84 percent between 13 and 24
weeks after vaccination from 86 percent be-
tween two and 12 weeks after vaccination.

‘ Without  booster
shots, Walensky
suggested, there
will be “worsening

infections over time” among those who
have been vaccinated against COVID-19.
In the backdrop of the CDC’s findings,
Walensky said that “we are planning for
Americans to receive booster shots start-
ing next month,” saying that their ini-
tiative is designed to “stay ahead of this
virus.”

As aresult, booster doses of the mRNA vac-
cines made by Pfizer and Moderna will like-
ly be distributed starting the week of Sept.
20. White House COVID-19 response coor-
dinator Jeff Zients and Surgeon General Dr.
Vivek Murthy told reporters during the news
conference, however, that their plan is con-
tingent on whether the CDC and Food and
Drug Administration authorizes the booster
doses. The CDC’s advisory panel last week
recommended booster shots for immuno-
compromised individuals, a day after drug
regulators issued emergency use authoriza-
tion for third shots for the population. Some
outside scientists expressed concern about
the move, which could inhibit efforts to get
vaccines to developing countries.

“I’'m truly disappointed. This decision is
not justifiable at all looking at this data.
We are going to use up millions of doses
to reduce the small risk of mild infections
in fully protected people with a tiny risk
of hospitalisation, while most of the world
waits for a first dose,” Dr. Muge Cevik, an
infectious disease expert at the Universi-
ty of St. Andrews’s School of Medicine,
wrote on Twitter.

CovID-19 _‘

“The message I got from reading all three
[studies] was that there may be some re-
duction in infection protection with del-
ta in nursing homes, but no data about
waning protection from severe disease or
hospitalization,” Dr. Walid Gellad, profes-
sor of medicine at the University of Pitts-
burgh’s School of Medicine, added.
Weeks ago, the CDC and FDA said that
individuals “do not need a booster shot
at this time,” contradicting a recommen-
dation made by Pfizer. Last week, the
CDC director told The Wall Street Jour-
nal that she’s “really struggling” with how
to communicate the CDC’s findings and
recommendations to the American public.
(Courtesy  https://www.theepochtimes.
com/)

Related

COVID Vaccines Protect Against Delta,

But Their Effectiveness Weakens Over
Time

A massive UK study of COVID-19 cases
shows that people who are jabbed have
good immunity at first, but quickly become
more vulnerable to the fast-spreading Del-
ta variant. While the Pfizer—-BioNTech and
Oxford—AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines
are effective against the highly infectious
Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2, their pro-
tection drops away over time, a study of
infections in the United Kingdom has
concluded. Researchers at the University
of Oxford, UK, and the country’s Office
for National Statistics analysed a vast data
set comprising the results of 2,580,021
PCR tests to check for SARS-CoV-2 from
384,543 UK adults between 1 December
2020 and 16 May 2021 — when the Alpha
variant was dominant — and 811,624 test
results from 358,983 people between 17
May and 1 August 2021, when the Delta
variant was more prevalent.

The results, published in a preprint on 19
Augustl, suggest that both vaccines are
effective against Delta after two doses, but
that the protection they offer wanes with
time. The vaccine made by Pfizer in New
York City and BioNTech in Mainz, Ger-
many, was 92% effective at keeping peo-
ple from developing a high viral load — a
high concentration of the virus in their
test samples — 14 days after the second
dose. But the vaccine’s effectiveness fell
to 90%, 85% and 78% after 30, 60 and 90
days, respectively.

The vaccine developed by Oxford and
the pharmaceutical company AstraZene-
ca in Cambridge, UK, was 69% effective
against a high viral load 14 days after the
second dose, falling to 61% by 90 days.
The drop in effectiveness shouldn’t be
cause for alarm, says Sarah Walker, a
medical statistician at the University of
Oxford who led the study. For “both of
these vaccines, two doses are still doing
really well against Delta”, she says.

The data also suggest that the time be-
tween doses of vaccine doesn’t affect
vaccine effectiveness, and that people
who have previously tested positive for
COVID-19 as well as receiving two vac-
cine doses have the best protection against
future infection. (Courtesy https://www.
nature.com/)
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U.S. Adults To Be Offered
COVID Booster Shots In Sept.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Biden administration announced a plan for
U.S. adults who received either Pfizer or Mod-
erna’s COVID-19 vaccine to receive booster
shots starting in late September.

“Having reviewed the most current data. It is
now our clinical judgment that the time to lay
out a plan for COVID-19 boosters is now,”
said Surgeon General Vivek Murthy, MD,
MBA, during a briefing of the White House
COVID-19 Response Team on Wednesday.
“Recent data makes clear that protection
against mild and moderate disease has de-
creased over time.”

This decline in protection appears to be due
both to waning immunity and to the strength
and pervasiveness of the Delta variant, he said.
“Even though this new data affirms that vac-
cine protection remains high against the worst
outcomes of COVID, we are concerned that
this pattern of decline we are seeing will con-
tinue in the months ahead, which could lead to
reduced protection against severe disease, hos-
pitalization, and death,” Murthy said. Accord-
ing to a joint statement from the CDC, FDA,
NIH, and National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases that laid out the details of
the administration’s plan, the boosters will be
offered starting the week of September 20 to
U.S. adults who received their second mRNA
dose at least 8 months earlier.

“We are not recommending that you go out and
get a booster today,” Murthy clarified. The first
shots will be given to people vaccinated earliest
in the rollout: healthcare providers, residents
and staff at long-term care facilities, and other
seniors.

The plan is contingent on both the FDA com-
pleting an independent review of the safety and

effectiveness of a third dose of the Pfizer
and Moderna mRNA vaccines and on the
CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices (ACIP) recommendations
after review of the evidence, the joint state-
ment explained.

COVID-19 RESPONSE

'CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE C-SPAN

CDC Director Rochelle Walensky, MD.
“Our plan is to protect the American people
and to stay ahead of this virus,” said CDC
Director Rochelle Walensky, MD.

In explaining the new decision, she offered
three key points: vaccine-induced protec-
tion does decline over time, effectiveness
against hospitalization and death “remains
relatively high,”and the vaccines are gener-
ally less effective against Delta. New CDC
data released in the Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report (MMWR) on Wednesday
showed that in New York state, vaccine ef-
fectiveness against infection declined from
91.7% to 79.8% from the period of May 3
to July 25, as the Delta variant became dom-
inant. Effectiveness against hospitalization,
however, was stable (91.9% to 95.3%).

Another MMWR of long-term care facil-
ities in CDC’s National Healthcare Safety
Network reported declining effectiveness of
the mRNA vaccines during Delta, dropping
from an adjusted effectiveness rate of 74.7%

pre-Delta (March to May) to 53.1% during
the period of Delta (June-July).

“Taken together, these data confirm that while
protection against infection may decrease
over time, protection against severe disease
and hospitalization is currently holding up
pretty well,” said Walensky.

“Preliminary data” from two vaccine cohort
effectiveness studies involving more than
4,000 healthcare personnel, first responders,
and other frontline workers at eight different
sites indicated “waning effectiveness against
symptomatic and asymptomatic infection ...
from 92% prior to Delta to 64% with Delta,”
Walensky added.

The effectiveness decreased against Delta,
regardless of when an individual was vacci-
nated, she noted. “These data suggests full
vaccination in the context of the Delta variant
may be correlated with less protection against
SARS-CoV-2 infection than against prior
variants.”

NIAID Director Anthony Fauci, MD, pre-
sented the immunological argument for rec-
ommending a third vaccine dose. He said that
“regardless of the variant,” antibody levels
decline over time in fully vaccinated people,
highlighting a recent study in Science. Higher
antibody levels, meanwhile, are associated
with better protection, he said, citing a recent
preprint. Importantly, boosters with the Mod-
erna vaccine have been shown to increase
antibody titers by “at least 10-fold, and likely
much more,” said Fauci, adding that Pfizer
has shared “similar data.”

“So you get a dramatic increase in antibody
titers when you do a third immunization
dose,” he said. Altogether, the current studies
“support the use of a third booster mRNA
immunization to increase the overall level of
protection.” The new guidance on boosters is
restricted to recipients of Pfizer or Moderna’s
COVID shots, and do not apply to individu-
als who received the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine, the rollout of which began later than the
mRNA vaccines.

“We expect more data on J&J in the coming
weeks,” said Murthy. “With those data in
hand, we will keep the public informed with
a timely plan for J&J booster shots.”

Murthy and other members of the response

teams continued to underscore the urgency of
getting shots to unvaccinated Americans and
people around the world, given that virtually
all cases that have led to severe disease, hos-
pitalization and death occurred in unvaccinat-
ed people. (Courtesy https://www.medpage-
today.com/)

Related

U.S. Surgeon General Urges U.S. Fight
Against COVID Misinformation

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy on
Thursday called for a national effort to fight
misinformation about COVID-19 and vac-
cines, urging tech companies, health care
workers, journalists and everyday Americans

to do more to address an “urgent threat” to
public health. In a 22-page advisory, his first
as President Joe Biden’s surgeon general,
Murthy wrote that bogus claims have led peo-
ple to reject vaccines and public health advice
on masks and social distancing, undermin-
ing efforts to end the coronavirus pandemic
and putting lives at risk. The warning comes
as the pace of COVID-19 vaccinations has
slowed throughout the U.S., in part because
of vaccine opposition fueled by unsubstanti-
ated claims about the safety of immunizations
and despite the U.S. death toll recently pass-
ing 600,000.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINCTON

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy
Murthy, who also served as surgeon general
under President Barack Obama, noted that
surgeon general advisories have typically
focused on physical threats to health, such as
tobacco. Misinformation about COVID-19,
deemed an “infodemic” by the World Health
Organization, can be just as deadly, he said.
“Misinformation poses an imminent and in-
sidious threat to our nation’s health,” Murthy
said during remarks to reporters Thursday at

the White House. “We must confront mis-
information as a nation. Lives are depend-
ing on it.” Given the role the internet plays
in spreading health misinformation, Murthy
said technology companies and social media
platforms must make meaningful changes
to their products and software to reduce the
spread of misinformation while increasing
access to authoritative, fact-based sources.
Too often, he said, the platforms are built to
encourage, not counter, the spread of misin-
formation.

“We are asking them to step up,” Murthy
said. “We can’t wait longer for them to take
aggressive action.”

US. Surgeon
You General Ml]l'thy
said, “Social

media platforms

are built to encourage, not counter, the
spread of misinformation....” But the social
media platforms have defended their work
to stem the tide of misinformation.
The criticism is not new, and Facebook,
YouTube, Twitter and other platforms have
defended their work to stem the tide of mis-
information.
“We agree with the surgeon general,” Twitter
said in a statement. “Tackling health misinfor-
mation takes a whole-of-society approach.”
Murthy’s recommendations went beyond
tech firms. Teachers, he said, should expand
lessons on media literacy and critical think-
ing. Journalists, he suggested, should work
to responsibly debunk health misinformation
without inadvertently spreading it further.
And public health professionals, he added,
should do a better job answering questions
and explaining why public health guidelines
sometimes change based on new informa-
tion. As for everyday Americans, Murthy
urged them to verify questionable health in-
formation with trusted sources like the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and to exercise critical thinking when ex-
posed to unverified claims.
“If people have
loved ones or
friends who be-
lieve or spread
misinformation,
he said, it’s best
= to engage by
listening and asking questions rather than
by confronting them. Misinformation hasn’t
just harmed our physical health — it has also
divided our families, friends, and communi-
ties,” Murthy wrote in the advisory.
“The only way to address health misinfor-
mation is to recognize that all of us, in every
sector of society, have a responsibility to act.”
(Courtesy https://apnews.com/)
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