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Incoming WTO head warns ‘vaccine
nationalism’ could slow pandemic recovery

Okonjo-Iweala said studies showed that the global economy
would lose $9 trillion in potential output if poor countries were
unable to get their populations vaccinated quickly, and about
half of the impact would be borne by rich countries.

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The World Trade Organiza-
tion’s incoming chief on Monday warned against “vac-
cine nationalism’ that would slow progress in ending the
COVID-19 pandemic and could erode economic growth
for all countries - rich and poor.

“This is the jewel in the crown of the WTO, and we really need
to restore it,” she said. The dispute settlement body has been
paralyzed since last year after the administration of former
U.S. President Donald Trump refused to approve the appoint-
ment of more judges.

“Both on a human health basis, as well as an economic basis,
being nationalistic at this time is very costly to the internation-
al community,” she said.

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala told Reuters her top priority was

to ensure the WTO does more to address the pandemic,
saying members should accelerate efforts to lift export re-
strictions slowing trade in needed medicines and supplies.

Okonjo-Iweala said there were clearly differences among
members, but progress was possible, especially given the shift
in tone and approach of the Biden administration.

“A very top priority for me would be to make sure that prior to
the very important ministerial conference ... that we come to
solutions as to how the WTO can make vaccines, therapeutics
and diagnostics accessible in an equitable and affordable fash-

‘ ¢ ) ¢ “I’m not daunted. I see a way forward,” she said.
ion to all countries, particularly to poor countries,”

“With the U.S. administration being willing to engage
... I think the way of working to try and get a solution
will be different.”

The former Nigerian finance minister and senior World
Bank executive was appointed on Monday in a consensus
process and starts her new job on March 1. Okonjo-Iweala said she was heartened by the Biden adminis-
tration’s contribution to the World Health Organization effort
to ensure broader distribution of vaccines, and what she called
a “fantastic” conversation with trade advisers in the U.S. Trade

Representative’s office.

“The WTO can contribute so much more to helping stop
the pandemic,” Okonjo-Iweala said in an interview at her
home in a suburb of Washington.

“No one is safe until everyone is safe. Vaccine national-
ism at this time just will not pay, because the variants are
coming. If other countries are not immunized, it will just
be a blow back,” she said. “It’s unconscionable that people
will be dying elsewhere, waiting in a queue, when we have
the technology.”

“I think our interests and priorities are aligned. They want to
bring the WTO back to (its) purpose,” she said. “It’s about peo-
ple. It’s about inclusivity. It’s about decent work for ordinary
people,” she said.

She said she shared the Biden administration’s concerns about
the need to reform the WTO’s Appellate Body, but said that
would not be a quick or easy process.
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enate Passes Anti-Asian
Hate Crime Bill

Hirono said that this bill sends
a clear and unmistakable
message of solidarity.to the . =

- m/«m@m&»m&s“ﬁasssgﬁam&:“g

20500 PEDOODOOO

]
o
o
o
&
o]
&
=Y
.
@
L]
B
\
(4]
(=]
®
'\
o
L

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com [Rrmpmge QM

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

a bill denouncmgeao:s

o9

States. e
(]

The bill would also direct the
Department of Justice to

issue guidance raising

discrimination against'Asian
communities in the United
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The bill was sponsored by &« |
New York Democratic
representative Grace Meng

and Hawaii Democratic

Senator Mazie Hirono

following the March 16th
shooting of six Asian women

in Atlanta.
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COVID-19 U.S. Death Toll:
Imagining What 500,000
Lost Lives Look Like

Death Came In Three Waves
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The first wave in the spring began as most of the country went into lockdown and was
followed by a second albeit less severe wave in the period from late summer to early
autumn.

A devastating third surge over the past three months had communities reeling over the
holidays.

Deaths remain high, but they are falling

Number of daily reported coronavirus deaths in the US
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Source: COVID Tracking Project BEE

How does Covid compare with cancer?

It is among the leading causes of death in the US.

Last year, it was the third leading cause of death overall, with only heart disease and
cancer claiming more US lives.

At times, most notably during the third wave of cases, it spiked higher than both heart
disease and cancer.

The death toll in the US is more than 10 times higher than the number of Americans
who died from influenza and pneumonia the year before the pandemic.

Covid has been the leading cause of death in
the US in recent months
Number of deaths per week by selected causes, 2020-2021
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*Data for Covid-19 includes deaths where other causes may have also been cited
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Source: US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Life expectancy in the US fell by a full year in the first half
0f 2020, a change experts say was fuelled by the pandemic.
The average life expectancy for the entire population dropped
to 77.8 years, according to a report by the Centers for Disease
Control.

Taking a closer look at the 500,000

Covid-19 spared no part of the country

At the start of the pandemic, it was largely concentrated in a
few large cities with diverse communities of colour, like New
York and Detroit.

But towards the end of last year, some of the least populated
US states - including North and South Dakota - saw some of
the worst outbreaks, not just in America, but in the world.

Which states have been hit the hardest?

Total deaths linked to coronavirus per 100,000 people
[JLessthan 50 [[50-99 M 100-149 M 150-199 [M 200 or more

South Dakota

Mississippi

Source: COVID Tracking Project [B|B|C]

Racial Minorities Hit Hard
Racial minorities - except for Asian Americans - were more
likely to die of the virus than white Americans. Black people

have been dying at 1.4 times the rate of white people.
Indigenous communities in particular were the hardest hit per
capita.

Data suggests these racial disparities are often informed by
community-level social factors, such as a higher likelihood that
people of colour may work in essential occupations, rely on
public transport and live in crowded housing.

Black people have died at 1.4 times the rate
of white people in the US
Deaths per 100,000 people by race or ethnicity, up to 16 Feb

Black or African
American

American Indian or
Alaska Native

Hispanic or Latino

Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander

White
Asian

Two or more races

Note: Rates are not age-adjusted and some are underestimated due to lack of data

Source: COVID Tracking Project [B|B|C]
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U.S. President Joe Biden And Wife Remembering The
500,000 Victims Of The Pandemic.
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Tanna Ingraham places the body of a patient who died due to the coronavirus ~ Demonstrators in favor of legalizing abortion react as the Senate voted to legalize abortion, in Buenos Aires,
inside a body bag, at United Memorial Medical Center in Houston, Texas, Argentina, December 30, 2020. REUTERS/Agustin Marcarian
December 30, 2020. REUTERS/Callaghan O’Hare

Asylum-seeking migran?s’ fgmilies ride on an inflgtable raft to cross the Rio Grande into the Senior haenyeo, also known as “sea women” Jung Sun-ja, 84, Yoon Yeon-ok, 74 and Ko

United States from Mexico, in Roma, Texas, April 16, 2021. REUTERS/Go Nakamura i 3 3 L. . I’
Keum-sun, 69, pose for a photograph after working in the sea in Busan, South Korea, April 6,
2021. The women who follow a centuries-old tradition of free-dive fishing without oxygen face
upheaval in the face of warming ocean waters, advances in fishing practices and altered village
life in the high-tech world of modern South Korea.

One of the 12 Hong Kong activists detained in mainland China over an illegal border crossing is
seen in a vehicle after a transfer conducted at the China-Hong Kong border of Shenzhen Bay Port,
in Hong Kong, China December 30, 2020. REUTERS/Tyrone Siu

The full moon known as the Cold Moon rises next to One World Trade Center and the New York
City skyline as it is seen from Jersey City, New Jersey. REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz

Marisa Ford kisses her daughter Rebecca Zammit Lupi as she lies in a coma in her room in Rainbow Ward Rosalia Reyes, 47, who was sentenced to eight years in prison after her baby died

at Sir Anthony Mamo Oncology Centre in Mater Dei Hospital in Tal-Qroqq, Malta. Reuters photographer during a home childbirth, and her daughter Vanesa hug after Rosalia was transferred
Darrin Zammit Lupi took the first photo of his daughter moments after she was born. Fifteen years later, he home where she will serve the rest of her time under house arrest, in Zarate,...
captured her last moments of his daughter’s life before she died of cancer. Picture taken December 30, 2020.

REUTERS/Darrin Zammit Lupi
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Dunhuang Periodontics $ Dental Implants PA
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