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U.S. imposes wide array of sanctions on
Russia for ‘malign’ actions

The United States on Thursday imposed a broad
array of sanctions on Russia, including curbs to
its sovereign debt market, to punish it for inter-
fering in last year’s U.S. election, cyber-hacking,
bullying Ukraine and other alleged “malign”
actions.

The U.S. government blacklisted Russian com-
panies, expelled Russian diplomats and barred
U.S. banks from buying sovereign bonds from
Russia’s central bank, national wealth fund and
finance ministry. The United States warned Rus-
sia that more penalties were possible but said it
did not want to escalate.

The Russian foreign ministry reacted angrily,
summoning the U.S. ambassador for a diplomat-
ic dressing-down to tell him “a series of retal-
iatory measures will follow soon.” A ministry
spokeswoman also said a possible summit could
be imperiled.

Russia denies meddling in U.S. elections,
orchestrating a cyber hack that used U.S. tech
company SolarWinds Corp (SWILN) to penetrate
U.S. government networks and using a nerve
agent to poison Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny.

U.S. President Joe Biden on Tuesday spoke to
Russian President Vladimir Putin to raise con-
cerns about these issues and the build-up of Rus-
sian forces in Crimea and along the border with
Ukraine, though a top U.S. general saw only a
“low to medium” risk of a Russian invasion in
the next few weeks. read more

Biden, who also proposed a U.S.-Russian sum-
mit, is trying to strike a balance between de-
terring what Washington sees as hostile Russian
behavior while avoiding a deeper deterioration
in U.S.-Russian ties and preserving some room
for cooperation.

“Our objective here is not to escalate. Our ob-
jective here is to impose costs for what we feel
are unacceptable actions by the Russian gov-
ernment,” said White House spokeswoman Jen
Psaki.

Among his moves, Biden signed an executive
order authorizing the U.S. government to sanc-
tion any area of the Russian economy and used it
to restrict Russia’s ability to issue sovereign debt
to punish Moscow for interfering in the 2020
U.S. election. read more

Biden barred U.S. financial institutions from
taking part in the primary market for rouble-de-
nominated Russian sovereign bonds from June
14. U.S. banks have been barred from taking

part in the pri-
mary market
for non-rouble
sovereign
bonds since
2019.

He did not,
however,
prohibit them
from buying
such debt in
the second-
ary market,

a step likely
to have a far
more dramatic
effect on the
Russian bond
and curren-

cy markets,
which fell

as news of
the sanctions
seeped out
before recov-
ering some losses.

“The president signed this sweeping new
authority to confront Russia’s continued and
growing malign activity,” U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said in a statement.

The Treasury also blacklisted 32 entities and
individuals that it said had carried out Russian
government-directed attempts to influence the
2020 U.S. presidential election and other “acts
of disinformation and interference.”

The Russian flag flutters on the Consul-
ate-General of the Russian Federation in New
York City, U.S., April 15, 2021. REUTERS/
Shannon Stapleton

National flags of Russia and the U.S. fly at
Vnukovo International Airport in Moscow,
Russia April 11, 2017. REUTERS/Maxim
Shemetov

The Russian flag flutters on the Consul-
ate-General of the Russian Federation in New
York City, U.S., April 15, 2021. REUTERS/
Shannon Stapleton

National flags of Russia and the U.S. fly at
Vnukovo International Airport in Moscow,
Russia April 11, 2017. REUTERS/Maxim
Shemetov

In concert with the European Union, Brit-

ain, Australia and Canada, the Treasury also
sanctioned eight individuals associated with
Russia’s ongoing occupation and repression in
Crimea, which Russia annexed from Ukraine

in 2014.

The White House said it was expel-
ling 10 Russian diplomats in Wash-
ington D.C., including represen-
tatives of the Russian intelligence
services and for the first time, for-
mally named the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service (SVR) as the
perpetrator of the SolarWinds Corp
(SWLN) hack. The agency said the
allegations were “nonsense” and
“windbaggery.” read more

The U.S. government plans a new
executive order to strengthen its
cybersecurity, a U.S. official told
reporters, suggesting it could in-
clude such elements as encryption
and multifactor authentication. read
more

The White House also said it would
respond to reports Russia had
offered bounties to Taliban-linked
militants to kill U.S. soldiers in
Afghanistan. However, it said it
would not make its response public
to protect U.S. forces, saying the
matter would be handled via “dip-
lomatic, military and intelligence
channels.”

U.S. intelligence agencies have
“low to moderate” confidence in
their assessment of these reports,
in part because they rely on some-

GENTER

times undependable testimony from
detainees, it said.

Russia has long brushed off alle-
gations of putting bounties on U.S.
soldiers in Afghanistan.

Andrew Weiss, a Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace think
tank analyst, was skeptical the U.S.
sanctions would change a “largely
competitive and adversarial rela-
tionship” in the short term or deter
Russia in the long term.

“I’d be surprised if today’s very
calibrated announcements by the
Biden administration materially shift
the relationship in either direction,”
he said, saying Russia was willing to
cooperate on some issues but there
was unlikely ever to be a meeting

of the minds on Ukraine or election
interference.

“I don’t think it’s realistic to expect
the new sanctions will shift Russia’s
risk calculus in a fundamental fash-
ion,” he added. “It’s to be expected
that the Russians will keep probing
and testing our resolve.”

Catalyst Solutions LLC seeks accountant.

Prepare, maintain and examine financial statements, accounting records, or other financial reports
to ensure that they are accurate and comply with laws and regulations; Support the monthly
internal financial reporting process, including analyzing actual versus budget variances and
investigating other indirect and direct cost discrepancies. Strategically design and implement
current accounting information system to document and analyze financial transactions, establish
and maintain a firm-wide internal control system to assure the reliability and accuracy of the
accounting reporting system. Inspect account books and accounting systems for efficiency and

We Build Bridge
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conformance to reporting and procedural standards; Streamline current workflow by developing
and implementing accounting policies and procedures by U.S. GAAP. Provide accurate and timely
financial information to the management and clients by researching and analyzing accounting
data. Support the management of the relationship with the external auditors including discussion
of technical accounting issues, policy/U.S. GAAP interpretations and reviews/audits on annual
consolidated financial statements, work with CPA regarding tax filing. Assess financial information
and make best-practices recommendations to the management, including ways to reduce costs,
enhance revenues, and improve profits. Manage accounts payable invoices, billings, receivables
and vendor statement while planning the payment based on cash flow projection. Control and
ensure the timely preparation and post monthly journal entries; prepare portions of annual
budget and various financial and operational reports.

Bachelor’s degree in finance or related major and CMA certification required.

Send resume to: 832-786-5026

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON

11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200,Houston,Texas 77072
Tel:(832)448-0190 Fax:(281)498-2728

Southern News Group
Corporate Office-Houston, Texas USA
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In the lastfourteen months

our community and people
have just suffered so mueh
because of the COVID=19 = = ¢
pandemic. In the middle of -~ *
the night when [ think-about - -
all those horrible photos and: -
so many people who have
lost their lives, | just really feel
so miserable. 2°

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

| brought this idea into our
community and the
International District to see if
this would be helpful. This is
a project that could help many
people when their life is in
danger- the SOS APP.
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY

OS APP Is On The Wa

~ the APP simply to let our ‘
- community members get the '~

camera picture.

This APP will not only just

record what is happening on

00 N[) T 6\,?0‘ the spot in a Live Photo. It

/ « alsowwill:send an alarm to all
- the members of the

- community. - -0
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|~ We are so glad this new APP

(- will be available to-our”

|- ‘community. Very soon. We
“hope that all of us will be a

[~ ‘part of it. We are not just

- fighting the crime, but also
“including hate crimes.

Dea_r brothers and sisters,
an-.is the time for all of us to
stand in-front together.

Soo0 oo oS i o inotify nearby members. They
We already have'an IT- = = .- - either-could come to the

software engineer working on - - rescue or be notified of what
* . is.going on through a live

extra help they need.

There are two fundamental” - - .
elements we needtobe  « =
organized. First, we must

have enough people to

register into the APP. When
some emergency happens to
anyone, they just push the
button on their cell phone.

First thing | would report the
incident to the police, and
second thing would be to

@ﬂmﬂ Facebook Page:

Southerg News
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Instagram |D:

Tik Tok ID:
SouItIELcron V\Bws
iroup Southern News
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Pedestrians enjoy a walk to the ruins of Ogoz castle situated normally on a
small island on Lake Gruyere in Pont-en-Ogoz, Switzerland,. Since 1948 and
the construction of a dam the Ogoz island and its castle can be reached on foot
in early spring when a foot path is uncovered as the water is used to produce
electricity. REUTERS/Denis Balibouse

Education Day, at Hong Kong Police College, in Hong Kong. REUTERS/Tyrone Siu

Nick Pfosi

Protesters hold up a pig’s head
wearing a police cap on a stick
outside the Brooklyn Center
Police Department, as protests
continue days after former police
officer Kim Potter fatally shot
Daunte Wright, in Brooklyn
Center, Minnesota. REUTERS/

U.S. President Joe Biden wipes
a tear while pausing among
graves in Section 60 during

a visit to pay his respects in
Arlington National Cemetery in
Arlington, Virginia. REUTERS/
Tom Brenner

who was said to be killed by a sniper at fighting positions on the line of separation from the Ukrainian
armed forces near Zolote, at a cemetery in the town of Stakhanov (Kadiivka), Ukraine. REUTERS/

Patients suffering from the
coronavirus get treatment
at the casualty ward in Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash (LNJP)
hospital in New Delhi,
India. REUTERS/Danish
Siddiqui




7
\|
DI

English

£HHR

EHR

2021%F4A17H

Saturday, April 17, 2021

C3

DAILY.:

Southern

Make
Today

USINESS

Scientists Believe The Army’s Vaccine May Combat

Deadly Variants And Even Future Pandemics

Army’s Own Vaccine That Could Fight

COVID Variants B
Gy ¥

f.

Maryland Army National Guardsmen fill out medical i)é;pé}WOrk to receive the

egins Human Trials

el yed

COVID-19 vaccine at the U.S. Capitol Complex in Washington on Jan. 14, 2021.

(Sgt. Chazz Kibler/National Guard)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

As more than 100 million Americans were nee-
dled and inoculated against COVID-19 with dos-
es produced by pharmaceutical powerhouses like
Pfizer and Moderna, a scrappy team of scientists
in an Army lab just outside the nation’s capital
quietly continued manipulating proteins, testing
monkeys and working to conceive a vaccine of
the future.

The product born of their experience, reason and
labor was injected into its first human test subject
on Tuesday.

“We want to win this battle, but we also want to
win the long war,” said Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad,
who leads the vaccine effort as director of the
emerging infectious diseases branch of the Wal-
ter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) in
Silver Spring, Maryland.

Once the virus was sequenced in January 2020,
he and his then modest team of 10 strategized and
took on a blistering 24/7 effort, whittling a se-
lection of two dozen prototypes down to a single
vaccine candidate within six months.

Over the last decade Modjarrad also led the Ar-

my’s vaccine efforts for Ebola and the Zika vi-
rus and was principal investigator of its cam-
paign against MERS, a disease itself caused
by a coronavirus. And though WRAIR is the
oldest biomedical research institute within the
Department of Defense, the emerging infec-

tious diseases branch is still young.

Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad sits at his desk

adorned with a 3-D model of the vaccine
he co-invented. Modjarrad is the director
of the emerging infectious diseases branch
of the Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search (WRAIR). (Photo Matt Seyler, ABC

News)

“We’re not Apple now -- we’re Apple 40
years ago, in the garage,” Modjarrad said with
a laugh.

Despite the frantic pace, Modjarrad -- who
co-invented WRAIR’s eventual vaccine can-
didate -- knew it wouldn’t be the first to the
public.

“This one takes a little bit longer in designing
and then manufacturing,” he said.

From the beginning his focus was on next-gen-
eration threats, ones that could be thriving in
unknown bat caves as you read this sentence,
waiting to make contact and proliferate inside
humans.

“Even though we got the (available vaccines)
within a year, how many hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the U.S. and how many mil-
lions of people globally lost their lives before
the vaccine was even available?” Modjarrad
asked ABC News’ Bob Woodruff during an
exclusive visit to the lab last week. “We want
to get to a point where the vaccine is already
out there -- maybe already in people’s arms
-- before the next variant, next stream, next

species of coronavirus occurs.”

The Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search (WRAIR), founded in 1893, is locat-
ed in Silver Spring, Md. (Photo/Matt Sey-
ler/ABC News)

The three vaccines already authorized for use

in the U.S. work by feeding the body genet-
ic instructions to create the spike protein that
is found on the surface of the virus. Once the
body creates the protein, the immune system
is alerted and begins forming antibodies. It’s
a safe way of triggering a similar immune re-
sponse as one a person would have after con-
tracting the actual virus.

The WRAIR vaccine skips both the in-
struction and creation steps, bringing the
already-formed spike protein straight into
the arm along with an immune-boosting ad-

juvant compound, quickly starting the antibody
response.

And unlike other protein-based vaccines being
tested, the WRAIR candidate presents virus-look-
ing nanoparticles, each with a consistent array of
24 spike proteins arranged in small bouquets of
three protruding from a ferritin base.

“There’s a lot of theories as to why something
presented in this fashion gives such a good im-
mune response, but in some ways you can see it
looks like a virus as well,” Modjarrad said. “So
it has some properties that educate the immune
response in a way that it gives you a very strong,
but also a broad response.”

Test results with thousands of mice and dozens of

monkeys have been promising.

A-researcher works on coronavirus vaccine de-
velopment at the Walter Reed Army Institute
of Research in Silver Spring, Md., April 28,
2020. (photo/Matt Seyler/ABC News)

“We think (other) vaccines are probably going to
be protective against new variants, but they might
be decreased in their protection,” Modjarrad said.
“What we’ve seen with our vaccine so far in ani-
mals ... is that the vaccine is not decreased in ef-
fectiveness against those variants at all. And it is
effective against other coronaviruses like SARS-
1. So what we have developed now is starting to
look like a pan-SARS vaccine ... and we’re going
to start testing everything in between.”

If successful in clinical trials, WRAIR’s vaccine
could become common among the U.S. popula-
tion, possibly as a booster for already-vaccinated
people.

Being a military lab, practicality was a primary
design concern, which could incidentally give
their product global appeal. In particular, it is
highly stable and doesn’t require special freezing.
“That means you can put it in a cooler on the back
of a motorcycle in the Amazon or the Sahara or
wherever, and that vaccine should still be OK,”
Modjarrad said.

But the “if” remains. Though the WRAIR scien-
tists brim with confidence in conversation, they
are soberly aware that their product has yet to be

proven in humans.

“They have some very early data to suggest
in the laboratory that the immune response
evoked by this vaccine will cover a variety
of different strains,” said Dr. William Schaff-
ner, a professor of preventative medicine and
infectious diseases at Vanderbilt University in
Nashville. “Whether that translates actually
into protection in people against the variety of
strains -- that remains to be determined. Long

journeys, first steps.”

Cpt. Aaron Sanborn, RN, (far right), dis-
cusses the vaccination process with Francis
Holinaty (left) during the first day of the
vaccine entering clinical trials at the Walter
Reed Army Institute of Research’s Clinical
Trials Center, April 6, 2021. (Photo/Walter
Reed Army Institute of Research)

On Tuesday, retired Army Col. Francis Ho-
linaty stepped up to be the first to be injected in
WRAIR’s Phase 1 trial.

“Over my 30-year career | have served in many
places around the world in many different op-
erational settings, some more arduous than
others, some more hazardous than others,” Ho-
linaty said. “And one day I’'m on the Metro, and
it’s almost as if it was fate -- I just looked up
and I saw a poster, and I saw Walter Reed, and it
took me a while to process what this poster was
saying. And when it dawned on me that they
were trying to do a trial for the COVID-19, 1
saw this as another opportunity to just serve.”
Holinaty can’t be sure whether he received a
dose of the vaccine or a placebo, but said af-
terward that he felt fine. He wanted people to
know that there are many ways to fight the pan-
demic.

“You don’t have to be in the military, you don’t
have to be a first responder, but you can help
all,” he said. “And if you have a calling to help
people this is just one of the ways you can do
it.” (Courtesy abcnew.go.com)
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New Alief Neighborhood Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

: R S
The Alief Neighborhood Center combines
three City of Houston departments (Li-
brary, Parks, & Health) to create a civic
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37-
acre urban park. Raised out of the flood-
plain, the building’s elevated front porch’
frames a space for the diverse community
to come together, share ideas, and express
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is
a model for resilient design in a post-hur-
ricane Harvey environment — a ‘Lilly-pad’
for those seeking shelter from the storm.
BUILDING AWARDS-
Rethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire
will combine a health clinic, commu-
nity center and library into one space.
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hen-
nington-Alief Regional Library at 7979
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing
community center, both of which are ag-
ing. It also will replace the area’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children Center, which
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.
City council passed one item appropriat-
ing $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to
begin construction on the new center, and
another item giving Manhattan Constric-
tion $100,000 for construction manage-
ment services.
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is ele-
vated over a parking area providing con-
venient access to the building programs di-
rectly above. Health Department programs
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes

‘-‘ a 5 |

o

cd et Tl

areas with expansive views both to the
park to the south and to the existing
grove of preserved trees on the north.
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s
technology-rich TechLINK youth mak-
er-doer program contains spaces for col-
laboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s
area, music recording studio, virtual
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a
maker space.

Site amenities include a competition
soccer field, two full-size practice
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fast-
paced soccer played on a hard-surfaced
smaller court) baseball field, skate
park, tennis courts, children’s play-
ground, outdoor swimming pool facil-
ity, community gardens, a marketplace
venue, and outdoor event space areas.
The Alief Neighborhood Center is

Awareness
Network)
that  pro-
vides sup-
port for a
variety  of

Related

chronic ill-
nesses, and

a Senior

Center. The the Community Resource Cen-
Parks De. | ter opens its door on Tuesday,
partment April 6, 2021, at the Southern
programs News Group building.

include a | The mission of the Community
full-size |Resource Center is to serve as a
competition “one stop-shop” for the under-
gymnasi- served minority population in

Community Resource Center Opens

Sponsored by the ITC Com-
munity Empowerment Orga-
nization with the collaboration
of the SEONE Corporation,

able to them.

Southern News Group,
Houston, Texas

Members of the community

¢ e B

p ment Org; s

Community Resource Center

Building o stranger

The areas the Center will ad-
dress include disaster assis-
tance, loans and grants, small
business development, tax
information, immigration, le-
gal issues, workforce, housing
and renting, veterans issues,
medical, healthcare service,

um with a
perimeter
elevated
walking
track above,
a commu-
nity fitness
center and
Spaces  to

the southwest area of Houston.
The Center will provide mem-
bers of the community with
information that will empower
them to improve their quality
of life and to also serve as a
way for participants to access
the rich pool of resources avail-

who have questions about any
of the variety of issues the Cen-
ter will address are encouraged
to schedule interviews with the
Center. The Center will link the
person with a professional who
can best address their needs.

education, skills development,
children and child welfare and
city services.

The Center’s services will be
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina
Agosa and many other assis-
tants.

support youth after-school and summer

programs.

The library, located on the second
floor, and accessed through a grand
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains
light-filled stack-space and reading

scheduled to open in early 2022.

The Mission Of The Alief
Neighborhood Center
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FOSTER A CULTURE
OF HEALTH

o&F AwarDs 2020
To Foster A Culture Of Health

RTFATO10

g

b’\: CREATE
AHEART
FOR CIVIC

B ENGAGEMENT

A Awaros 2020
To Create A Heart For Civic Engage-
ment

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

RTFAIDIO

THEBIGGEST FRONT PORCH IN TEXAS

74 aviaros 2020

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!
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