WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Wealee@scdaily.com

02/04/2021

We Are Fighting A Vaccine War

President Biden announced that vaccine
manufacturers can now ship vaccine or-
ders directly to local pharmacies starting
Feb.11th, including CVS, Walgreens and
Rite Aid. The White House said that 1
million doses will be distributed to 6,500
stores.

California opened up two massive Cov-
id—19 vaccination sites as part of a fed-
eral pilot program to quickly boost the
number of available doses as the state
continues to see improving numbers in
cases of deaths and hospitalizations.
The new number of daily cases in the
state dropped by one-half in just the

S

past two weeks. California now adminis—
ters about one million doses of vaccine
every week.

More than 34 million doses of Covid—19
vaccine have been administered in the
United States now and about 61% of 56
million doses have been distributed. That
’ s about 1.1 million more administered
doses reported on Wednesday. The
number jumped from 359,000 on Jan. 6
to 1.32 million now on Feb 3.

We are just so happy and admire the
Biden administration for doing a very
great job for our people when this pan-

demic is still destroying our community.
What else is more important than to fight
against this virus?

In our community we are feeling much
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more peaceful than before. Even though
we are still facing difficulty, we just need
to be united and help each other. We will
overcome and be a great nation again.

Stay Home!

BUSINESS -

world they live in every day to defend the health of the community.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Latest On The Coronavirus
Pandemic And Vaccines

Go Here: https://www.cnn.com/world/live-

news/coronavirus-pandemic-vaccine-up-
dates-02-02-21/index.html

U.S. to send some vaccines

straight to pharmacies; Rus-
sia reports 91.6% effectiveness
rating for Sputnik vaccine: Live
COVID-19 updates
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Go Here: https://www.usatoday.com/story/
news/health/2021/02/02/covid-news-cali-

fornia-washington-struggle-vaccine-equi-
ty-50-m-shots-distributed/4349572001/

Moderna Increases COVID-19
Vaccine Shipments While Pfizer
Lags Behind
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This news page is dedicated to frontline healthcare workers and the

Covid-19: Snowstorm Disrupts

Related

“The frontline worker” occupies the num-
ber-one slot in Modern Healthcare’ magazine
2020 list of the 100 most influential people in
healthcare.

Those frontline workers include physicians,
nurses, respiratory therapists, environmental
service workers, and administrators, accord-
ing to the list’s companion article.

Modern Healthcare praises the healthcare
workers for their selfless labor under danger-
ous conditions during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. They also receive high praise for the
compassion they’ve shown to patients, espe-

.. cially those dying alone in the hospital.

= The other top-rated healthcare influencers on
the list are more typical of those that Modern
Healthcare places on its list every year. The
vast majority of them are CEOs of big health-
care systems, insurers, and pharmaceutical

companies.
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Go Here: https://www.npr.org/sections/
health-shots/2021/02/01/962954518/moder-
na-increases-covid-19-vaccine-shipments-

while-pfizer-lags-behind

Covid-19 Live Updates: Mod-
erna Wants to Add 50% More

Vaccine to Each Vial to Speed
Rollout

Go Here: https://www.nytimes.com/
live/2021/02/02/world/covid-19-coronavi-

rus

The healthcare executives who occupy slots 2
and 3 on the list describe in the article what
each of their systems did for the other during
the public health crisis.

wﬂ)ssm’rthem At the height of the pandemic last April, re-
calls Marc Harrison, MD (3), CEO of Inter-
mountain Healthcare, his organization sent
50 clinicians to the New York hospitals of
Northwell Health. Michael Dowling (2), CEO

of Northwell, returned the favor in September

Go Here: https://www.nytimes.com/
live/2021/01/31/world/covid-19-coronavi-

rus

by sending several teams to Salt Lake City to
help with COVID-19 patients when a big vi-
rus surge hit Utah.

(To Reach a topic, use Google search.) In Dowling’s comments on Harrison, he re-
calls that Northwell was desperate last April,
Frontline Healthcare Workers At The

Top Of 100 Most Influential People List

and “staffing was by far our biggest concern.
Among the first people I called for help was

Intermountain Healthcare President and CEO Dr
Marc Harrison, saying, ‘We’re inundated here,
and I’'m wondering if you can help us in any
way?’ His immediate response was, ‘Absolutely,
what do you need?”

Tech and Politics

As on the 2019 list, the 2020 roll also includes
several leaders of technology companies. Among
them are Judy Faulkner (8), CEO of Epic Sys-
tems; Jason Gorevic (10), CEO of Teladoc; Karen
DeSalvo, MD, MPH (26), chief health officer of
Google; Kieran Murphy (27), president and CEO
of GE Healthcare; and Paul Black (86), CEO of
Allscripts Healthcare Solutions.

The only politician on the list this year is Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who falls to 28 from 9 last
year. In 2019, besides Trump, the politicians on

the “most influential people” roster included Eliz-
abeth Warren (8), Nancy Pelosi (15), and Bernie
Sanders (24).

However, there are plenty of government offi-
cials on the 2020 list, including US Department
of Health and Human Services Secretary Alex
Azar (46), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services administrator Seema Verma (16), and
US Food and Drug Administration commissioner
Stephen Hahn, MD (11).

Anthony Fauci, MD, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, is
listed as the ninth most influential individual.
Modern Healthcare’s article credits Fauci with
standing up to Trump on the value of science. He
is also praised for his tireless advocacy of public
health measures like wearing masks and social
distancing.

Deborah Birx, MD (31), who serves with Fauci
on the White House Coronavirus Task Force, is
described as “a leading clinical voice in the fight
against COVID-19.” But the article notes that
“Birx has drawn fire over actions some critics
say have undermined the role of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention during the pan-

demic.”

Activism Applauded

Susan Bailey, MD (20), president of the Amer-
ican Medical Association, was applauded for
defending physicians trying to save the lives
of COVID-19 patients. Bailey, it is noted,
took on Trump for claiming that doctors make
more money when they diagnose patients with
COVID-19.

Another important voice during the pandemic
has been that of Bonnie Castillo, RN (17), ex-
ecutive director of National Nurses United. The

union chief, the article recalls, has been a strong
advocate for nurse safety during the COVID-19
crisis. She has also criticized hospitals for their
lack of pandemic planning and preparedness,
Modern Healthcare points out. Castillo is on
Time’s list of the 100 most influential people
0f 2020, as well.

Some hospital executives were placed high on
the list partly because of their social activism.
Gene Woods (7), president and CEO of Atrium
Health, contributed $1 million of his own mon-
ey to start an emergency care fund for Atrium
Health employees. He was also reportedly vo-
cal about “social equity” during the racial un-
rest of last summer.

Penny Wheeler, MD (22), president and CEO
of Allina Health, was selected for a similar
reason. Last May, as COVID-19 patients were
overrunning Allina’s hospitals in the Minneap-
olis area, the George Floyd protests broke out.
Wheeler signed a letter denouncing racism,
along with other local CEOs. This occurred
just after healthcare workers rallied at the state
capitol to protest what they said were unsafe
conditions at an Allina hospital. Wheeler said
Allina had tried to obtain personal protective

equipment from more than 500 sources.
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Large streams of red hot lava shoot into the night sky as Mount Etna, Europe’s Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) departs after a House Republican Caucus meeting on Capitol Hill in Wash-
most active volcano, leaps into action, seen from the village of Fornazzo, Italy. ington. = REUTERS/Joshua Roberts
REUTERS/Antonio Parrinello

Healthcare workers showing Three Finger Salute pose for photo in Yangon, Myanmar. HNIN Y|

! Migrants from Haiti walk across the Zaragoza-Ysleta international border bridge after being
WIN via REUTERS

deported from the United States, in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. REUTERS/Jose Luis Gonzalez

Newly confirmed Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg is embraced by his husband Chasten
Buttigieg after being ceremonially sworn as Vice President Kamala Harris watches with her hand

Lightning illuminates the sky above the National Congress in Brasilia, Brazil. REUTERS/Ueslei on her heart at the White House. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

Marcelino
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An employee from Chile’s National Fisheries and Aquaculature Service (SERNAPESCA) looks at dead fish ~ Protesters shout slogans during a demonstration against the Israeli Prime Minister

washed up on shore, in Horcones, Chile. REUTERS/Jose Luis Saavedra Benjamin Netanyahu’s alleged corruption, the postponement of his trial and his han-
dling of the coronavirus crisis, outside his residency in Jerusalem. REUTERS/Ronen
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World Coronavirus Updates

Reported cases of COVID-19

As of Jan. 27, 2021

Reported cases Deaths
100,866,000 2,174,000
+589,000 +16,000

from yesterday

Top countries by reported case count

1. Us. 25.480m . France

-] 3 2
2. India 1@.70m 7 . Spain 2.67m 12 . Argentina 1.%0m
3. Brazil 9 .8080m B . laly 2.58m 13 . Mexico 1.81m ey .
4 . Russia 3. 73m 9 . Turkey 2.45m 14 . Poland 1.49m $618 billion COVID relief package.
5. UK. 2.73m 1@ . Germany 2.18m 15 . South Africa 1.42m i

Axios Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hop-
kins; Map: Axios Visuals

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

New Zealand now has active no coronavi-
rus cases in the community after the final
six people linked to the Auckland cluster
recovered, the country’s Health Ministry
confirmed in an email Wednesday. The
country’s second outbreak won’t officially
be declared closed until there have been “no
shows.

new cases for two incubation periods,” the
ministry said. Auckland will join the rest
of NZ in enjoying no domestic restrictions
from late Wednesday, Prime Minister Jacin-
da Ardern said, declaring that NZ had “beat
the virus again.”

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
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11.

Recoveries

55,820,000

+502,000

Colombia

» The World Health Organization said in
a statement Tuesday that Europe is expe-
riencing “rising COVID-19 fatigue” as
cases increase across the continent. “De-
spite the hardships, COVID-19 is urging
us to move beyond biomedical science,”
the WHO said.

* Ireland’s government has rejected health
experts’ advice to return the country to a
“full lockdown” despite rising infection
numbers, the Guardian reports.

* France’s Prime Minister Jean Castex said
bars in Paris will close for two weeks from
Tuesday as part of new measures against
the coronavirus, per the EU Observer.

1. Health: Axios-Ipsos poll: New strains,
not school spread, drive virus fears — A
longer, deadlier pandemic.

2. Vaccine: Biden administration will ship
COVID vaccine directly to pharmacies —
CDC: Vaccine database on race and eth-
nicity paints incomplete picture — Vac-
cine chaos may undermine second doses.
3. Politics: Trump administration lob-
bied against states on COVID-19 vaccine

-@6m

444,336 — Total tests: 306,049,697 —
Map

Between the lines: Policy responses to
the crisis have been every-country-for-it-
self and — in the case of the U.S. and Chi-
na — tinged with geopolitical rivalry. But
the scientific work to understand the virus
and develop a vaccine has been globalized
on an unprecedented scale.

Coronavirus symptoms include: Fever,
cough, shortness of breath, repeated shak-
ing with chills, muscle pain, headaches,
sore throat and a loss of taste or smell.

Rich Countries’ Pandemic

Preparedness Failures

Pandemic preparedness vs. COVID-19 death rates

172 countries’ 2019 Global Healtr 5c0ro s, their COVID-

perimas of Jan. 21,2021

7 Higher death rate

while Sweden has seen 1,078.

The big picture: The virus spread in large
part because of two big failures. First, the
Chinese government failed to contain it
and tried to cover it up. And second, the
U.S. failed to take on the global lead-
ership role that most pandemic special-
ists expected to see. Once the virus was
spreading internationally, it traveled first
along the world’s densest travel and trade
corridors, and proved most lethal to the

elderly, who are overrepresented among
rich countries.

Where it stands now: The Biden White
House has promised to rejoin the World
Health Organization; help lead the Global

funding — GOP senators release details of B! e o

using
data; Chart: Axios Visuals

Reproduced from Branko Milanovic
GHS Index and Worldometer

Health Security Agenda; and create pro-
tocols for coordinating and deploying a
global response to any future pandemic.
That’s all part of a broader attempt to fight
the current pandemic and put the world

Ardern (L) visits a lab at Auckland
University in December. Photo: Phil
Walter/Getty Images
By the numbers: Globally, more than 1
million people have died from the nov-
el coronavirus and over 35.7 million
have tested positive, Johns Hopkins data

» The U.S. has reported the highest death
toll and case count from the novel coro-
navirus, with nearly 210,800 fatalities
and almost 7.5 million infections — with
President Trump among those being
treated for the virus.
* Brazil has reported the second-high-
est number of deaths from COVID-19
— nearly 147,500. India has the sec-
ond-highest number of cases (almost 6.7
million).

What’s happening:

O P P R

Australian Open
4. Economy: COVID-19 prompts food
stamp spending increase — The state of
the U.S. economy after one year of the

coronavirus.

5. World: Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine is
highly effective, study finds — Bushfire
burns Perth Hills homes while Australian
city is on lockdown.

6. Sports: Australian Open set to bring a
slice of normalcy to the sports world.
Cases:

1. Global: Total confirmed cases as of 2
p-m. ET Tuesday: 103,645,110 — Total
deaths: 2,245,649 — Total recoveries:
57,532,314 (no longer includes U.S. re-
coveries as of Dec. 15) — Map

2. U.S.: Total confirmed cases as of 2 p.m.
ET Tuesday: 26,349,627 — Total deaths:
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Some of the richest countries in the world
— the ones that had been considered the
best prepared to handle a pandemic —
turned out to be the ones that suffered the
highest death rates. The SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus has proven that preparedness needs to
be global, and coordinated.

Just before the pandemic, Johns Hopkins
University, the Nuclear Threat Initiative,
and the Economist Intelligence Unit re-
leased a World Health Preparedness Re-
port ranking every country in the world on
its pandemic preparedness.

e The highest-ranked country was the
U.S. — but now, only eight of the 153
countries in the study have a worse death
rate than the U.S.

* The U.K. came in second for prepared-
ness; its death rate is even worse than
America’s.

* Thailand and Sweden were ranked
equally on preparedness, but Thailand
has seen only 1 death per million people,
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f fRLE ] ﬁ:ﬁr‘ﬁ 'Er N

on a stronger footing when the next one
emerges.

What’s next: As Princeton economist
Angus Deaton points out, future deaths
may well fall more heavily on poorer
countries, especially if rich countries vac-
cinate themselves first. For the time being,
however, even after accounting for possi-
ble measurement and reporting errors, the
virus has disproportionately hit the richest
and best-prepared nations.

The bottom line: The preparedness re-
port made it very clear that most countries
were ill positioned to combat a global
pandemic. What no one predicted was that
the best-prepared would end up seeing the
highest death rates. (Courtesy axios.com)
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