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China talks up ‘green’ Olympics but

ZHANGIJIAKOU, China, Dec 27 (Reu-
ters) - China is using the Winter Olympic
Games to drive its efforts to improve the
environment, but smog-prone capital Bei-
jing is still preparing for the worst as the
opening ceremony looms.

Beijing has improved its air quality since
China won its bid to host the Games, but
the Ministry of Ecology and Environ-
ment has said winter smog risks remained
“severe”.

Ministry spokesman Liu Youbin told
reporters on Thursday that contingency
plans were in place.

“When the time comes, Beijing and Hebei
will be guided to adopt reasonable envi-
ronmental protection measures in accor-
dance with the law,” he said.

Rumours that polluting heavy industries
in the area would be shuttered from Jan. 1
were “not true”, however, he said.

Critics warned in 2015 - when China won

its bid - that the Winter Olympics could

be overshadowed by hazardous smog in a
region dominated by heavy industry. Chinese
President Xi Jinping subsequently vowed to
run a “green” Games, and Hebei promised

to “transform and upgrade” its industrial
economy.

Since then, China has planted thousands of
hectares of trees in Beijing and surrounding
Hebei province, built sprawling wind and
solar farms, and relocated hundreds of enter-
prises.

In Zhangjiakou city, 200 km (125 miles)
northwest of Beijing and host to skiing and
snowboarding events, 26-year-old amateur
skier Deng Zhongping said he has already
felt the difference.

“When I came to Beijing a few years back |
would suffer with rhinitis because of pol-
lution, but the air quality in Beijing-Tian-
jin-Hebei has improved a lot,” he said.

“I think the air quality at Zhangjiakou ski
resort is even better than some foreign ski
resorts.”

Wind turbines stand on a slope behind vis-
itors snowboarding at Genting Snow Park
during a government-organised media tour
to Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics venues in
Zhangjiakou, Hebei province, China Decem-
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ber 21, 2021. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia
Rawlins

A staff member wearing a protective
suit following the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak checks the health
information of passengers arriving at
Taizicheng railway station during a
government-organised media tour to
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics venues
in Zhangjiakou, Hebei province, China
December 20, 2021. REUTERS/Carlos
Garcia Rawlins

In 2016, average con-
centrations of PM2.5 in
the Beijing-Tianjin-He-
bei region stood at 71
micrograms per cubic
metre and soared to
more than 500 micro-
grams over winter. That
compares to an average
40 micrograms from
January to September
this year.

The reading in Beijing

was 33 micrograms in

the first three quarters, meeting China’s
35-microgram standard, although ex-
ceeding the recommended World Health
Organization level of 5 micrograms and
likely to rise much higher over winter.

“China will win many medals at the
Winter Olympics, but the smog ... could
plunge the Games into difficulties,” the
Washington-based International Fund

for China’s Environment said earlier this
year.

GREENING THE GAMES

Officials said during a government-or-
ganised tour this week that all 26 Olym-
pic venues in Beijing and Hebei province
would be 100% powered by renewable
energy. More than 700 hydrogen-fuelled
vehicles will also be deployed, despite
the government falling short of a hydro-
gen production target.

Preparations have included a tree-plant-
ing programme that increased forest
coverage in Zhangjiakou to 70%-80%, up
from 56% previously.

China has also said it would make the
Games “carbon neutral” for the first
time. Environmental group Greenpeace,
though, said without more data it would
be hard to evaluate whether the goal was
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actually met.

Water scarcity is another concern,
especially when it comes to creat-
ing artificial snow and ice.

Organisers said the Games would
not put additional pressure on
local water supplies and rely
instead on cisterns that collect-
ed mountain runoff and rainfall
during the summer - in line with
China’s wider efforts to create

a “circular” economy in which
resources are fully utilised and
recycled.

“We are all self-sufficient and
ecologically circular,” said Wang
Jingxian, a member of the 2022
Games planning committee.
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New Year’ s Greeting

Dear readers and viewers of Southern
News Group and brothers and sisters ——

standing taller and stronger.

When | watch through my office window,
| still see the crowds in long lines of cars
in front of our office parking lot, there are
still bursts of hidden pains in my heart. Is

Today, on behalf of all my colleagues
who have been fighting for others in this
dlfflcult year wh|Ie holding down their

omggggﬁmyegvould like to send this the country we' liveiin? 1§43
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Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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Facebook Page:
Southern News

éi/lezip%ﬁ bﬁgﬁ?as worsened, supply
cﬁgiﬁs have %ﬁgged, inflation has
jumped up the prices of most goods, the
United States withdrawal from
Afghanistan, %Elgla%%cm‘@'gexkﬁggagqyght
disasters and the;US-China relationship
continues to deteriorate.
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As the wheel of timeﬂlmpmmg;:gg
forward, we as a community,. all of u%

still need to help each other and’
the lives of our neighbors and frlendg.
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Even though the bad days are not over
yet, we do not have the right to be
pessimistic. The rising sun of the new
year has arrived. We hope that everyone
will have more courage in the new year
and that all will work together to create
many wonderful days ahead.
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ANDORRA: Staff inspect a VAR monitor that was burnt in a fire after training
by the English team for the UEFA World Cup Qualifier in Andorra La Vella,
Andorra, October 8, 2021. REUTERS/Carl Recine

AUSTRALIA: A lone bird walks past the quiet Circular Quay train station during a lockdown to
curb the spread of a coronavirus in Sydney, Australia, July 28, 2021. REUTERS/Loren Elliott

AUSTRIA: Glaciologist An-
drea Fischer, from the Austrian
Academy of Sciences, explores
a natural glacier cavity of the
Jamtalferner glacier near Galtuer,
Austria, October 15, 2021.

Giant ice caves have appeared in
glaciers, accelerating the melting
process faster than expected as
warmer air rushes through the
ice mass until it collapses. REU-
TERS/Lisi Niesner

ALGERIA: Demonstrators and
police officers confront each
other during a protest marking
International Women’s Day

in Algiers, Algeria, March
8,2021. REUTERS/Ramzi
Boudina

ARGENTINA: A woman walks past graffiti depicting a healthcare worker embracing a man in
Cordoba, Argentina, July 10, 2021. REUTERS/Agustin Marcarian

AZERBAIJAN: Azeri
service members carry a
giant flag during a proces-
sion marking the anniver-
sary of the end of the 2020
military conflict over the
Nagorno-Karabakh break-
away region, involving
Azerbaijan’s troops against
ethnic Armenian forces, in
Baku, Azerbaijan, Novem-
ber 8,2021. REUTERS/
Aziz Karimov
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COVID-19 Cases TRIPLE Over The Past Two Weeks With

A 964% Increase In Hawaii And A 238% Jump In New York

Omicron Continues
To Ravage The Nation

CHANGE IN COVID-19 CASES OVER THE PAST TWO WEEKS

Key Point
*Covid cases have increased by over 200% - or three-fold - over the past
two weeks in seven U.S. states as Omicron continues spread in the U.S.
*Hawaii has been the hardest struck, with cases increasing
nearly ten-fold over the past two weeks
*New York is experiencing the highest rate of positive cases in
the U.S., with 167 out of every 100,000 residents testing positive every day

*Cases are declining in states like Alaska and Michigan where the death rate
is among the highest in the nation, signaling the recent surge may be ending

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The U.S. is experiencing yet another winter Covid
surge, with the situation expected to only worsen
over in the weeks following the Christmas and New
Year’s holidays.

According to data from Johns Hopkins University,
the U.S. is averaging 181,948 Covid cases every
day, with that number set to increase in the coming
days due to reporting lags during the holiday season.
Nearly three out of every four cases, or 73 percent,
are of the Omicron variant, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) reports.

Deaths have slightly risen over the past two weeks,
up three percent to 1,328 over the last 14 days,
though not nearly at the rate of cases. This could
signal that the new strain is milder than many others
- which many officials believe is the case - or it that
a surge in deaths caused by the virus is right around
the corner.

New York is the hardest struck state by the new
strain, with 167 out of every 100,000 residents test-
ing positive for the virus every day, a 238 percent
increase over the past two weeks. The Empire state
has the highest infection rate in the U.S.

Seven states, including New York, have more than
100 out of every 100,000 residents testing positive
for Covid daily. These include New Jersey (158 out
of every 100,000), Rhode Island (130), Delaware

(106), Maryland (104), Massachusetts (104) and
Ohio (104).

In the Empire State, the number of New Yorkers
hospitalized with COVID ballooned over Christ-
mas, with more than 5,500 people spending their
holidays inside one of New York’s many hospital
facilities - the largest increase since February.
Around 17,000 New Yorkers were hospitalized
during the peak of the first wave in spring 2020,
with 7,000 receiving professional medical care as
2021 began.

Hospitalizations among children, though, have also
skyrocketed, more than doubling statewide since
the beginning of the month and has jumping five-
fold in New York City. Across the state, 70 children
were hospitalized with COVID during the week of
December 5 to 11, but so from December 19 to 23,
that number jumped to 184. And in New York City,
there were 22 children in the hospitals for COVID
from December 5 to 11, but by December 19 to 23
there were 109 children hospitalized with the virus.
PERCENT OF RESIDENTS FULLY VACCINATED Some Of these smtes
are experiencing in-

cases again after a technical glitch prevented
the state from doing so in recent weeks - has
seen cases increased by 370 percent.

InNew Jersey, the number of new daily cases have
increased by 220 percent —more than tripling over
14 days. Other states among the nation’s leaders in
Covid case rates have all also seen infections jump
by 50 percent or more over the past two weeks.
Hawaii has suffered the largest growth in cases,
jumping almost ten-fold over the past two weeks.
The island state can usually control its Covid
spread better than many others, as its distance from
the rest of the country and geography as an island
makes it easier to control travel in and out - and
force quarantine restrictions.

This allowed Hawaii to keep cases low through-
out much of fall, staying below ten cases per every
100,000 residents. Cases have skyrocketed in re-
cent weeks, though, up to 96 out of every 100,000
residents testing positive every day.

Florida, which sporadically reports cases, has
logged a 818 percent increase in cases over the
past two weeks - averaging 83 new cases a day out
of every 100,000 residents. These numbers could
be a result of delayed reporting, though, and could
significantly shrink in the coming weeks.

Georgia is quickly joining the states facing the
worst Covid surges in America as well, with cases
increasing 300 percent to 55 out of every 100,000
per day over the past two weeks.

Where Omicron Covid variant is spreading in the US

States in the west that were previously record-
ing little change in cases, if not outright declines,
have seen cases jump as well.

California, the nation’s most populous state, has
witnessed a doubling of cases over the past two
weeks. Oregon, a 13 percent increase, and Wash-
ington, 54 percent, have jumped after experiencing
case declines in recent weeks as well.

Other states suffering massive case increases in-
clude Texas (151 percent), Illinois (125 percent),
Virginia (106 percent) and Mississippi (194 per-
cent).

The national leaders in Covid deaths are all states
where cases are declining. This signals that the
virus may be burning out in the U.S. as well - as
deaths usually lag behind cases by around two
weeks.

In Alaska, 1.7 out of every 100,000 residents are
dying of Covid every day, the highest rate in Amer-
ica. New daily cases have dropped by 27 percent
over the past two weeks, though, meaning deaths
could soon decline as well.

Michigan was overwhelmed by a surge of Covid
patients only a few weeks ago. The state is still

among the leaders in death rate - with it 1.27 deaths
per every 100,000 residents being third in the
country - though cases are down nine percent over
the past two weeks.

Cases in New Mexico are down 13 percent over
the past two weeks while the state records 1.27
deaths per every 100,000 residents.
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Many other states in the north and Midwest are
recording declining cases as well, as the early fall
surges called by cold weather are starting to recede.
Kansas leads the country in largest two week case
decline, with infections dropping by 33 percent in
14 days. Minnesota comes in second, with cases
down 30 percent during that time period.

Montana has the lowest rate of Covid infection in
America, with 15 out of every 100,000 residents
testing positive every day, a 25 percent decrease
over two weeks. Nearby Wyoming and Idaho are
also amount the states with the lowest Covid rates.
Idaho is recording 19 cases per every 100,000 resi-
dents every day - down 17 percent over two weeks.
In Wyoming, 19 out of every 100,000 people in the
state are testing positive daily, a 27 percent drop.
Other states in the region recording sharp declines
include Utah (down 20 percent over two weeks),
North Dakota (19 percent), South Dakota (19 per-
cent), Nebraska (12 percent), Oklahoma (24 per-
cent), Missouri (15 percent) and lowa (10 percent).
Vermont, one of the nation’s Covid hotspots in
much of November and December, is finally in the
blue as well, with cases dropping one percent over
the past two weeks - signaling the surge might be
over for the most vaccinated state in America.
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New York COVID hospitalizations top 5,500
for the first time since February, with child
admissions rising FIVE-FOLD as Gov Kathy
Hochul urges parents to vaccinate children be-
tween the ages of 5-11

The number of New Yorkers hospitalized with
COVID ballooned over Christmas, with more than
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5,500 people spending their holidays inside one of
New York’s many hospital facilities - the largest
increase since February.

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced on Monday that
statewide hospitalizations stand at 5,526 - the high-
est total since February 23 and nearly a 190 percent
increase since November 1, according to NBC 4
New York.

“You can see the hospitalizations are continuing to
spike upward, [but] you can get some comfort in
seeing that we’re not where we were in April 2020,
we’re not where we were in January of 2021, she
said. ‘But it is going upwards and that is something
that we are very cognizant of and were anticipating
and preparing for.”

Around 17,000 New Yorkers were hospitalized
during the peak of the first wave in spring 2020,
with 7,000 receiving professional medical care as
2021 began.

Hospitalizations among children, though, have
also skyrocketed, more than doubling statewide
since the beginning of the month and has jumping
five-fold in New York City.

Across the state, 70 children were hospitalized
with COVID during the week of December 5 to
11, but so from December 19 to 23, that number
jumped to 184.

And in New York City, there were 22 children in
the hospitals for COVID from December 5 to 11,
but by December 19 to 23 there were 109 children
hospitalized with the virus.

‘We are releasing this data because we want pe-
diatricians to be alert to making the diagnosis of
COVID in children,” said Dr. Mary Bassett, the
state’s acting health commissioner, adding that she
wants parents to be aware that their children can
catch the virus as well.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Monday announced
that hospitalizations have increased over
Christmas

‘Many people thought - continue to think - that
children don’t become infected with COVID. This
is not true,” she said. ‘Children become infected
and some will be hospitalized.’

Bassett urged parents to get their children vaccinat-
ed, with CDC data showing that just 27.3 percent
of five to 11 year olds in the state have received
at least one dose, and only 16.4 percent are fully
vaccinated. COVID is only fatal in extremely rare
cases among under 18s, with fewer than 800 chil-
dren in that age group being killed by the virus in
the US since the start of the pandemic.

(Article Continues Below)
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(Article Continues From Above)
Omicron Continues

To Ravage The Nation

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Meanwhile, New York State saw 26,737 people
test positive for the virus - though Hochul said
on Monday she expects the number to rise up to
20,000 or more by the time Tuesday’s data comes
in, as more people will get tested following the
Christmas holiday.

The situation is more grim in New York City,
which is seeing a 10.7 percent positivity rate with
a 17,334 total cases reported over the past week.
There were also 208 hospitalizations over the past
week, according to New York City health data,
and 10 deaths as the Omicron variant continues
to spread. It now accounts for 73 percent of cas-
es in the U.S. according to most recent data from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).

Hospitalizations

Total Dally Hospitalizations - 5,526

12/25 and 12/26 (two days) deaths - 132

As of Monday, there were 5,526 New Yorkers in
the hospital - the first time the state has surpassed
more than 5,500 hospitalizations since late Febru-

ary.
Still, Mayor Bill de Blasio has vowed that the
annual New Years Eve ball drop will continue,
even as Dr. Anthony Fauci announced that people
should cancel their New Years plans.

De Blasio announced last week that he will lim-
it the number of revelers in Times Square for
New Years Eve to 15,000, down from a planned
58,000, and attendees will need to wear masks
and show proof of vaccination, as long lines form
in the area for COVID tests.

Meanwhile, de Blasio’s vaccine mandate for pri-
vate sector employers went into effect on Mon-
day, with all private-sector employees having to
show proof that they have received at least one
COVID vaccine shot.

The mandate applies to all businesses that employ
more than one person and to the self-~employed
who interact with the public in the course of their
business, according to SI Live.

Any employee who submits proof of their vac-
cine will have 45 days to provide proof of their
second shots if they receive the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines, and all businesses will nee to fill out a
form affirming their compliance and place it in a

‘public-facing location’ at the place of employ-
ment.

——  COVID Update — Cases

Cases per 100,000 people
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New York State saw 26,737 people test pos-
itive for the virus - though Hochul said on
Monday she expects the number to rise up
t0 20,000 or more by the time Tuesday’s data
comes in, as more people will get tested fol-
lowing the Christmas holiday.
Fines for noncompliance start at $1,000 and
could rise with further infractions.
“Today [is] a historic day in New York City.
We’re implementing the strongest vaccine man-
date in the country, all private sector employees
today,” de Blasio said on MSNBC’s Moming
Joe on Monday morning.
“This is what we need to do everywhere,” he
said. ‘Every mayor every governor, every CEO
in America should do vaccine mandates now,
because 2022 has to e the year we leave COVID
behind.”
Also on Monday, the city’s vaccine mandate for
children went into effect, with all New York-
ers 12 and older required to have received two
doses of the COVID vaccine - unless they were
injected with the one-shot Johnson and Johnson
jab - to enter many indoor settings including
restaurants, gyms, movie theaters and Broad-
way shows.
As of Monday, about 91.6 percent of New York
City adults have received at least one dose of
the COVID vaccine and 82.8 percent are fully
vaccinated. Among children, however, just 41.3
percent are fully vaccinated, 12.5 percent are
partially vaccinated and 46.3 percent are not yet
vaccinated. (Courtesy https:/www.dailymail.
co.uk/)
Related
CDC: Omicron is now the dominant strain
of coronavirus in the U.S. and brings new
challenges to the global COVID fight
(CNN)The Omicron Covid-19 variant is now

the most dominant strain in the US, accounting
for over 73% of new coronavirus cases less than
three weeks after the first was reported, accord-
ing to estimates posted Monday by the US Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

It’s been just 20 days since the US detected its
first case of Omicron.

For the week ending December 18, Omicron
accounted for 73.2% of cases, with Delta mak-
ing up an additional 26.6%. The week prior,
ending December 11, Omicron was estimated
atjust 12.6% of circulating virus, and in the first
week of December, Omicron accounted for
about 1% of new cases.

In this aerial view, cars line up at a Covid-19
testing site at Tropical Park in Miami, Flor-
ida on December 21, 2021. - Days out from
Christmas, Americans are facing long lines
to get tested for the coronavirus amid a new
surge driven by the Omicron variant and a
dire shortage of options for this vital screen-
ing measure. (Photo/CHANDAN KHAN-
NA,AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES)

Omicron is even more prevalent in certain parts of
the country — making up over 95% of circulating
virus in parts of the Northwest and Southeast, the
data shows.

As of Monday, 48 US states have reported cases
of Omicron, according to public statements from
hospital systems and state officials, as well as Puer-
to Rico and Washington, DC. The only states that
have not reported cases of Omicron are Oklahoma
and South Dakota.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious
diseases expert, wamed on CNN’s “State of the
Union” Sunday that Omicron was “going to take
over’” soon due to its highly contagious nature. The
‘World Health Organization says Omicron cases are
doubling every 1.5 to 3 days.

Meanwhile, the death of a Texas man is his 50s is
related to Omicron, Harris County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo announced Monday. This is the first known,
confirmed Omicron-related death in the US. Ac-
cording to a release from Harris County Public
Health, the man “‘was unvaccinated and had been
infected with COVID-19 previously. The individ-
ual was at higher risk of severe complications from
COVID-19 due to his unvaccinated status and had
underlying health conditions.”

People wait in line to get tested for COVID-19
at a mobile testing site in Times Square on Fri-
day, Dec. 17, 2021, in New York. (Photo/YUKI
IWAMURA, AP)

Scientists are still waiting on data on the severity of
Omicron in the US compared to other variants. But
it is expected to put added strain the health care
system and health care workers especially.
Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for
Infectious Disease Research and Policy and
the University of Minnesota, told CNN’s Kate
Bolduan on Monday that even if Omicron
proves to be less severe, “We are going to see
20%, 30% of health care workers getting infect-
ed, who will then be off of work in a health care
system right now that is already stretched to the
point of breaking.”

Experts discuss what’s next

Dr. Francis Collins, the outgoing director of
the National Institutes of Health, told CNN’s
Anderson Cooper on Friday that the Omicron
variant could result in as many as a million new
cases a day.

Collins suggested the impact of that level of
spread on an already stressed health care system
remains uncertain.

“The big question is, are those million cases
going to be sick enough to need health care
and especially hospitalization?”” Collins said on
CBS’ “Face the Nation” on Sunday, his last day
as NIH director.

Flight crew from Air China arrive in hazmat
suits in the international terminal at Los
Angeles International Airport on December
3, 2021, as Los Angeles County reported its
first case of the new Covid-19 variant, omi-
cron. (Photo/FREDERIC J. BROWN, AFP
VIA GETTY IMAGES)

Covid-19 hospitalizations trended upward over
the past month as medical facilities in some
parts of the country have been inundated with
patients infected with the Delta variant. Now,
the presence of Omicron -- which scientists be-

lieve to be more contagious though most cas-
es so far appear to be mild -- may push some
strained health care systems to the brink.

“It is quite likely that we are going to see in
some sections of the country, a significant stress
on the hospital system as well as on the health
care workers who are getting exhausted by all
of this,” Dr. Anthony Fauci told ABC’s “This
Week” on Sunday, noting that a more transmis-
sible form of Covid-19, such as Omicron, will
have a greater impact on the tens of millions of
Americans who have not been vaccinated.
Fauci, the director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, has said travel-
ing and gathering for Christmas and New Year’s
can be done safely among those who are inoc-
ulated, and getting booster shots into the arms
of vaccinated Americans remains paramount to
increase antibody response.

“If we’re going to deal with Omicron success-
fully, vaccinated people need to get boosted,”
Fauci told NBC on Sunday.

Recent data are demonstrating the potential
dangers of remaining unvaccinated, including
a 10-times greater risk of testing positive and
20-times greater risk of dying from Covid-19
than those vaccinated and boosted, according to
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

People walk by groups of people lined-up
to get tested for Covid-19 in Times Square
on Dec. 5, 2021 in New York City. With the
newly discovered omicron strain of Covid,
health officials are urging people to get a
vaccination or a booster and get tested for
Covid. (Photo/SPENCER PLATT, GETTY
IMAGES)

Omicron will lead to a spike in cases in the up-
coming weeks, but those who are vaccinated
and unvaccinated will have a “stark difference”
in experience, US Surgeon General Dr. Vivek
Murthy told anchor Tony Dokoupil on “CBS
Mornings” Monday.

“In the coming weeks, Tony, we are going to
see a spike in cases. And that’s because Omi-
cron is incredibly transmissible, and you know,
we have to be prepared for that,” Murthy said.
“But there will be a stark difference between
the experience of those who are vaccinated and
boosted versus those who are unvaccinated.”
People who have maximum protection from
vaccines and boosters either won’t get an infec-
tion, or if they do, it will most likely be mild,
said Murthy. (Courtesy cnn.com)
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any

traditional rice dish.
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Available at Your Favorite Distributor
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Phone: 713-535-8215
E-mail: cvazquez@riviana.com
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