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Top U.S. officials discuss options to protect Ameri-
cans in Iraq from Iran attacks, senior official says

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -Top U.S. national security
officials agreed on Wednesday on a proposed range of
options to present to President Donald Trump aimed
at deterring any attack on U.S. military or diplomatic
personnel in Iraq, a senior administration official told
Reuters.

The meeting was spurred by an attack on Dec. 20. At least
eight rockets landed in Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green
Zone in an attack targeting the U.S. Embassy, causing
some minor damage, the Iraqi military and the embassy
said on Sunday.

The official said the so-called principals committee group
of officials, including acting Defense Secretary Chris Mill-
er, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and national security

adviser Robert O’Brien, discussed the situation at the

White House.

They agreed on a “range of options” that will be presented
soon to Trump, the official said. The official would not
describe the content of the options or say whether they

included military options.

“Each one is designed to be non-escalatory and to deter
further attack,” the official said.

The Iraqi military blamed the Dec. 20 attack on an “out-

law group”

But U.S. officials blame Iran-backed militia for regular
rocket attacks on U.S. facilities in Iraq, including near the
embassy in Baghdad. No known Iran-backed groups have

claimed responsibility.

The senior administration official said the aim of the
White House meeting was “to develop the right set of op-
tions that we could present to the president to make sure
that we deter the Iranians and Shia militias in Iraq from
conducting attacks on our personnel”

An array of militia groups announced in October that

officials.

they had suspended rocket attacks on U.S.
forces on condition that Iraq’s government
present a timetable for the withdrawal of
American troops.

But a rocket strike on the U.S. Embassy on
Nov. 18 was a clear sign that Iranian-backed
militias had decided to resume attacks

on U.S. bases, according to Iraqi security

Washington, which is slowly reducing its

5,000 troops in Iraq, threatened to shut
its embassy unless the Iragi government
reins in Iran-aligned militias.

The meeting was spurred by an attack on Dec. 20. At least eight
rockets landed in Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green Zone in an
attack targeting the U.S. Embassy, causing some minor damage,
the Iraqi military and the embassy said on Sunday.

Stay Home!

The First COVID-19 Vaccine Is Heading
Your Way - What You Need To Know

Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine has been tested for safety and efficacy in
more than 44,000 people. Still, stopping viral spread will take more than immu-
nizations, says the CDC. The agency is calling for those who are vaccinated to
continue wearing masks and practicing safe physical distancing.Frank Augstein/

AP

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Who specifically is eligible for the vaccine now?
With more than 2,300 deaths now routinely linked
to the coronavirus in the U.S. each day, getting a
safe vaccine into people’s arms has been an urgent
priority. The FDA late Friday issued an emergency
use authorization for the vaccine made by Pfizer
and German biotech firm BioNTech to be given to
people ages 16 and over.

Is the vaccine safe? Pfizer has run tests that in-
clude more than 44,000 people. An FDA analysis
of the vaccine’s safety and effectiveness on peo-
ple aged 16 and older found “no specific safety
concerns” that would preclude the vaccine’s use.
Some mild to moderate side effects are common
— mostly swelling, pain, redness at the injection
site, fatigue and sometimes including fever that
resolves within about 24 hours

I’m not high risk or an essential worker, so how
soon can I get vaccinated? Not for a while. The
Department of Health and Human Services ex-
pects to send about 2.9 million doses out in the
first push this week. Those doses are to be divvied
up among states based on their population. Last
week, Secretary of Health and Human Services
Alex Azar promised that the government would
provide enough vaccine for 20 million Americans
before the end of the year and says there should
be enough for everyone in the U.S. in the spring
— likely not just the Pfizer vaccine but also others

that are still in the research pipeline.

Trucks are being loaded with much needed coronavirus
vaccine.

If there are a few different vaccines coming, which one
is best for me? Right now, you don’t have much choice.
Only the Pfizer vaccine has been granted emergency au-
thorization for use. A vaccine that works in similar ways
made by Moderna is expected to get that authorization, too
— perhaps as soon as next week. Measures of the safety
and effectiveness of the two vaccines seem roughly com-
parable. Other vaccines under development use different
approaches to the same end. One relies on a harmless vi-
rus loaded with a coronavirus gene for a protein that will
induce an immune response, and several companies are
working on more traditional, weakened-virus vaccines.
Some of the candidate vaccines are single-dose, while oth-
ers (including Pfizer’s and Moderna’s) require two shots,
spaced three to four weeks apart for full protection. Some
of the vaccines must be kept extremely cold. Where will
I be able to get the vaccine? Many doses of Pfizer’s vac-
cine have already been deployed to the company’s hubs in
the U.S. and will now be shipped across the U.S. Accord-
ing to Operation Warp Speed, the vaccines will be picked
up from manufacturers by UPS, FedEx and medical supply
company McKesson for delivery to pharmacies, nursing

homes, public clinics, hospitals, doctors’ offices, mobile

clinics and military facilities. Initially, states are like-
ly to direct first supplies to larger distribution centers
— such as hospitals and long-term care facilities. The
drugstore chains CVS and Walgreens are responsible
for delivering the vaccine to nursing homes, which
are likely also to be among the first places for avail-
ability. States will be in control. You can check out
what your state has been planning on Page 25 of this
document on vaccine distribution from Duke Univer-
sity and the National Governors Association. What
side effects can I expect from the vaccines? In the
Pfizer and Moderna trials (which included an average
of two months of follow-up), vaccine recipients have
reported mild symptoms (such as sore arms, redness
at the injection site, headache or fatigue) a little more
frequently than with flu vaccines, says Dr. Paul Offit,
a pediatrician at the Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia and a member of the FDA’s advisory committee
evaluating the vaccines. Offit says mild to moderate
symptoms — similar to the range of side effects seen

with the shingles vaccine Shingrix — are to be expect-

ed, and people need to understand that.

Vaccine recipients, especially under age 65, also
“could have fever — including rarely high fever —
fatigue, headaches, chills, muscle aches, joint pain,
enough so that one could miss a day of work,” Offit
tells NPR.

“But that’s just your immune system being vigorous
and working for you,” Offit says. “In many ways, it’s
a good thing. But you can’t have people surprised by
this because it is actually a fairly common problem.”
An FDA-posted fact sheet and prescribing instructions
regarding the Pfizer vaccine reports that in one trial,
0.4% of people who’d gotten the vaccine had a serious
adverse event compared with 0.3% of those who re-
ceived a placebo. A New England Journal of Medicine
report published this week described the incidence of
serious adverse events as “low, and similar in both
groups.” In the U.K., which began vaccinating with
the Pfizer vaccine earlier this week, there have been
two or three cases of strong allergic reactions in peo-
ple who have a significant enough history of severe
allergies that at least two routinely carry EpiPens. The
reaction was safely quashed with a shot of epineph-
rine. The fact sheet the FDA posted advises health
workers to not give the Pfizer vaccine to “individuals
with known history of a severe allergic reaction (e.g.,

anaphylaxis) to any component of the Pfizer-BioN-

Tech COVID-19 Vaccine.” The agency noted in a press
briefing Saturday that the warning does not extend to
the 1.6% of people who have had a severe allergic reac-
tion to foods or something in the environment. Both the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are based on a new model
— getting genetic material into people’s cells so that the
cells produce proteins that will trigger an immune reac-
tion. “There’s no particular reason based on the science
to be concerned about long-term side effects,” says Dr.
Jesse Goodman, former FDA chief scientist and now at
Georgetown University. “But that said, careful monitor-
ing over time will be needed.”

I’m pregnant. What should I do about getting im-
munized? Many vaccines are safe and effective and are
recommended for pregnant women, but pregnant women
were excluded from both the Moderna and Pfizer studies,
so no one can say for sure how the vaccine will perform
in this group. Several studies have shown that pregnant
women who get COVID-19 are more likely to have a
worse run of it, so it would be helpful to have more data.
“We think and hope the vaccines will be useful and safe
for pregnant women,” says Goodman. “But we need the
studies.”
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day, and Pfizer said it would be releasing results on
toxicity studies in rats in the next few days. The FDA’s
guidance did not preclude offering the vaccine to preg-
nant women, but experts say there isn’t enough infor-
mation to assess the risks versus benefits in a way that
would merit blanket advice. What about kids? Partici-
pants in Pfizer’s vaccine studies were mostly adults, and
the FDA’s authorization is for people 16 and older. But,
so far, only 163 people in Pfizer’s 44,000-person trial
were as young as 16 or 17, notes Dr. Cody Meissner in
an interview with NPR. He is chief of pediatrics at Tufts
University Medical Center and one of the FDA advisory
committee members. Half of that group got the place-
bo, and none of the participants in the research trial was
younger than 16, Meissner notes. The American Acade-
my of Pediatrics is calling for adding younger people to
the vaccine clinical trials. The FDA’s Dr. Peter Marks,
director of the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Re-
search, notes that many 16- and 17-year-olds are work-
ing as checkout workers or are otherwise active in their
communities, so their risk of contracting the coronavirus
can be elevated. “We think the known and potential ben-
efits outweigh the known and potential risks” of immu-

nizing this age group, he says.

My mom got her first dose and I want to visit. Are
there still safety issues?

Yes — remember, both doses are necessary for full
effectiveness. And for now at least, you should take
the same precautions you did before vaccination, says
Goodman. “Until the population is broadly vaccinat-
ed and the outbreak under control, which will take
many months, everyone — vaccinated or not — needs
to continue to wear masks and practice distancing to
protect themselves and others. If I’'ve had COVID-19
should I get vaccinated anyway? It looks like getting
vaccinated when you’ve been infected in the past is
safe — in both the Pfizer and Moderna trials, about
5% to 10% of volunteers turned out to have already
been infected. And many experts say the extra protec-
tion of immunization might be helpful. But the CDC
is waiting until there is more information about how
long “natural immunity” lasts to give advice about
that. How much will getting immunized cost me?
The government will be providing vaccines for free,
but providers will be allowed to charge a fee for giv-
ing the shots. They can recoup the fee from public and
private insurance plans and from a government fund
to cover uninsured individuals. Will I need a booster
shot? Some of the vaccines further down the pipeline
are single shots, but the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines
require two doses to hit the 95% effectiveness level.

With other multidose vaccines, people often miss the

second shot.

Is it safe to send kids back to schools? It likely will
be awhile before any of the COVID-19 vaccines are
authorized for use in children — the early vaccines
have not been tested in kids under age 16. And it’s
going to take a long time for vaccination to lower the
overall rate of infection in the community and thus
lower the likelihood of the coronavirus coming into
the schools from outside. Infectious disease experts
say that for now, the safety of the youngest students
has much more to do with whether their school makes
sure that students, faculty and staff keep properly
distanced and wear masks where appropriate; pro-
vides washing-up areas; and ensures good ventilation.

(Courtesy www.npr.org)
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People watch as a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, topped with the Crew Dragon A temporary hospital in the Krylatskoye Ice Palace, where patients suffering from the coronavirus are treated, in
capsule, is launched carrying four astronauts on the first operational NASA Moscow, Russia. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov

commercial crew mission at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Flori-

da. REUTERS/Joe Skipper

Dustin Johnson of the U.S. is presented with the green jacket by Tiger Woods of the U.S. after
winning The Masters in Augusta, Georgia. REUTERS/Brian Snyder

Supporters of President Donald Trump sit on the “Patriot Elk” formerly known as the”Night-
mare NEIk” during a “Stop the Steal” protest in Salem, Oregon. REUTERS/Alisha Jucevic

El Paso County detention inmates, also known as “trustees” (low level inmates) and Sheriff
officers and morgue staff help move bodies to refrigerated trailers deployed during a surge

of coronavirus deaths, outside the Medical Examiner’s Office in El Paso, Texas. REUTERS/ A health worker takes a swab sample from a tourist coming from
Ivan Pierre Aguirre Jose Marti International Airport in Havana, Cuba. REUTERS/Alexandre Meneghini

Mexico upon his arrival at the

Luiza Erundina, 85, leftist Guilherme Boulos’s candidate for vice—mayo, holds her hand to a man’s from

o . . ; i Ethiopians who fled the ongoing fighting in Tigray region prepare to cross the Setit
inside the “cata voto” (Vote Catcher), a car with a plastic booth to protect herself from the coronavirus during River on the Sudan-Ethiopia border in Hamdait village in eastern Kassala state

the campaign in Sao Paulo, Brazil. REUTERS/Amanda Perobelli Sudan. REUTERS/EI Tayeb Siddig
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Christmas Trees
That Light Up The World

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

(Editor’s Note) Keeping Faith in Times of Pestilence

The year 2020 will be remembered as the year of global pestilence brought on by the coronavirus pandemic. It has also been a time of immense loss and deep grief, the likes of which we pray to never experience
again. It has also been a year of heightened bravery of front line workers and health professionals that the world has not seen in a millennial. While this year has brought us sadness and loss, there also have
been miraculous triumphs in medical technology that will now serve mankind for years to come in the battle against illness. Today is the day for family, friends and being together and keeping in touch with
friends a world away. Please join us on a brief journey around the world and see how the humble tree of Christmas continues to light up peoples’ spirits over the entire globe.

The world's largest Christmas tree display rises up A Christmas tree befitting Tokyo 's nighttime neon llluminating the Gothic facades of Prague 's Old

the slopes of Monte Ingino outside of Gubbio, in display is projected onto the exterior of the Grand Town Square , and casting its glow over the
Italy 's Umbria region. Composed of about 500 Prince Hotel Akasaka. manger display of the famous Christmas market,
lights connected by 40,000 feet of wire, is a grand tree cut in the Sumava mountains

the "tree’ is a modern marvel for an ancient city in the southern Czech Republic.

Moscow celebrates Christmas according to the Russian The largest Chrustmas tree in Europe "Oh Christmas tree, oh Christmas tree":

Orthodox calendar on Jan. 7. For weeks beforehand, the (more than 230 feet tall) can be found in the Praca Even in its humblest attire, aglow beside a tiny
city is alive with festivities in anticipation of Father do Comércio in Lisbon , Portugal . Thousands of chapel in Germany 's Karwendel mountains,
Frost's arrival on his magical troika with the Snow lights adorn the tree, adding to the special a Christmas tree is a wondrous sight.

Maiden. He and his helper deliver gifts under

the New Year tree, or yolka, which is traditionally a fir. enchantment of the city during the holiday season.

Ooh la la Galeries Lafayette! In Paris, even the Christmas In addition to the Vatican 's heavenly evergreen, Drink a glass of gluhwein from the holiday market

trees are chic. With its monumental, baroque dome, plus St. Peter's Square in Rome hosts at the Romer Frankfurt's city hall since 1405
10 stories of lights and high fashion, it's no surprise this a larger—than-life nativity scene and enjoy a taste of Christmas past.
show-stopping department store draws more visitors in front of the obelisk.

than the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower
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