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Battered by failures to reverse Biden win, 
Trump, allies persist with fraud claims
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Battered 
by setbacks in a desperate bid to over-
turn the U.S. presidential election, 
President Donald Trump persisted 
with claims of voter fraud on Satur-
day and his allies called for an audit 
of results from a Michigan county that 
voted overwhelmingly for Democrat 
Joe Biden.
Two weeks after Biden was declared 
president-elect, Trump, a Republican, 
has rfused to concedeand is seeking 
wWto winvalidate or change the 
results through lawsuits and recounts 
in several battleground states. His 
campaign has not provided evidence 
for its claims of widespread and coor-
dinated electoral fraud.

On Saturday, the Republican National 
Committee and the Michigan Repub-
lican Party wrote to the state board of 
canvassers asking it to adjourn for 14 
days to allow for an audit of ballots 
in Wayne County, which includes the 
majority-Black city of Detroit. The 
letter cited allegations of “irregulari-
ties” that have not been substantiated.

Asked to respond, a spokesperson 
for the Department of State noted 
that Michigan law does not allow for 
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audits before certification - due to take 
place on Monday - and said: “Judges 
initially appointed by both Republicans 
and Democrats have found allegations of 
widespread fraud to be wholly merit-
less.”

Two leading Republican lawmakers from 
Michigan who came to Washington at 
Trump’s behest said after meeting him 
on Friday that they had no information 
that would change the outcome of the 
election in the start
But Trump said on Saturday the media 
were misreading the statement, in which 
the pair also said they had faith in a 
review being conducted by Michigan 
lawmakers.

“Massive voter fraud will be shown!” 
Trump wrote on Twitter.

Trump’s efforts, which critics call an 
unprecedented push by a sitting president 
to subvert the will of voters, have met 
with little success in the courtroom or on 
the ground.

A manual recount and audit in Georgia 
confirmed Biden on Friday as the winner 
in the southern state, the first Democratic 
presidential candidate to win Georgia in 

nearly three decades.
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More U.S. Congress Republicans openly 
doubt Trump’s election claims
The Trump campaign now has two busi-
ness days to request a recount in Georgia. 
Trump’s legal team has already said it 
plans a lawsuit in the state, but has not 
provided specifics.

Trump’s accusations have continued to 
inflame his hard-core Republican base.

Hundreds of supporters gathered at the 
statehouse in Atlanta on Saturday, with 
video posted online showing speakers 
denouncing the media for calling Biden 
the election winner, as well as some 
Republicans including Georgia Governor 
Brian Kemp for certifying the results. A 
counterprotest had also formed and po-
lice in riot gear were deployed between 
the two groups

FIGHTING BACK
The Trump campaign’s latest tactic is to 
convince Republican-controlled legisla-
tures in battleground states won by Biden 
to set aside the results and declare Trump 
the winner, according to three people 

familiar with the plan.
The long-shot effort is focused on Mich-
igan and Pennsylvania for now, although 
Trump would still need to overturn the 
vote in another state to vault ahead of 
Biden in the Electoral College.
Such an event would be unprecedented in 
modern U.S. history.Some groups were 
countering with their own legal action.
On Friday, a group of Black voters in 
Detroit and a voting rights organization 
filed a lawsuit in federal court accusing 
Trump and his campaign of breaching 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act by falsely 
claiming voter fraud and trying to over-
turn the results in Michigan and other 
states by pressing officials not to count 
or certify votes or to install pro-Trump 
electors.

“Defendants are openly seeking to disen-
franchise Black voters,” said the lawsuit. 
More than 78% of Detroit residents are 
Black, according to U.S. census data.

Lawyers for Detroit have also asked a 

judge to reprimand Trump’s campaign 
for spreading “disinformation.”
Biden, who has denounced Trump’s 
attempt to reverse the election results as 
“totally irresponsible”, was due to spend 
Saturday meeting with transition advisers
Trump took part in a virtual summit of 
the 20 biggest world economies and then 
went to play golf at his club in Sterling, 
Virginia.
Senior Republicans have remained large-
ly silent about Trump’s unsubstantiated 
claims of election fraud or have defended 
his right to seek redress, but several 
voiced doubts on Friday.
Two Republican sources said a press 
conference on Thursday at which Trump 
lawyer Rudolph Giuliani accused 
Democrats of engaging in a “national 
conspiracy” to manipulate vote totals, 
while conceding that he had no evidence, 
may have been a turning point for some 
former allies.

The General Services Administration, 
run by a Trump appointee, has not 
recognized Biden’s victory, preventing 
his team from gaining access to govern-
ment office space and funding normally 
provided to an incoming administration 
ahead of Inauguration Day on Jan. 20.
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Critics say the delay and Trump’s refusal 
to concede have serious implications for 
national security and the fight against 
the coronavirus, which has killed nearly 
255,000 Americans.

Public health experts say more social 
mixing and indoor gatherings as the 
weather turns cold ahead of the Thanks-
giving-Christmas season is fueling a 
worsening contagion, straining health-
care systems already overwhelmed in 
some states. The single-day death toll 
surpassed 2,000 this week for the first 
time since late June, according to a 

FILE PHOTO: "Family Photo" for annual G20 Summit World 
Leaders is projected onto Salwa Palace in At-Turaif, one of 
Saudi Arabia's UNESCO World Heritage sites, in Diriyah, Sau-
di Arabia, November 20, 2020. REUTERS/Nael Shyoukhi
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Today I joined the Dallas and Kansas
City Fed’s Fifth Annual Joint Energy
Virtual Conference. The President of the
Dallas Fed, Robert Kaplan, gave the
keynote speech and talked about the
state of the energy sector and the
outlook for global oil and gas markets,
the opportunities and risks of the global
energy transition and the changing of the
U.S. energy landscape.

This whole day event included sessions
in the near-term outlook for global oil

and gas markets, opportunities and risks
of the global energy transition and
challenges in the energy finance.

President Kaplan expected that the 2020
GDP will show a contraction of
approximately 3-3.5% and that the
unemployment rate at the end of the
year will be at approximately 7.5%.
These forecasts, of course, depend on
the path of coronavirus.

Under the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank

System there are 12 branches including
branches in Dallas and Kansas City.

Today we finally have a vaccine coming
to rescue us from the pandemic. We
also saw structural changes in the U.S.
economy, including demographics,

productivity and Technology-Enabled
Disruption.

The Federal Reserve is an independent
agency that guides our nation’s
financial and economic direction. Their
decisions totally affect our future.
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The FedThe Fed’’s Energy Ands Energy And
Economic ConferenceEconomic Conference
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Eight months after infection, most people 
who have recovered still have enough im-
mune cells to fend off the virus and prevent 
illness, the new data show. A slow rate of 
decline in the short term suggests, happily, 
that these cells may persist in the body for a 
very, very long time to come. The research, 
published online, has not been peer-re-
viewed nor published in a scientific jour-
nal. But it is the most comprehensive and 
long-ranging study of immune memory to 
the coronavirus to date.
“That amount of memory would likely pre-
vent the vast majority of people from get-
ting hospitalized disease, severe disease, for 
many years,” said Shane Crotty, a virologist 
at the La Jolla Institute of Immunology who 
co-led the new study.
The findings are likely to come as a relief 
to experts worried that immunity to the vi-
rus might be short-lived, and that vaccines 
might have to be administered repeatedly 
to keep the pandemic under control. And 

the research squares with another recent 
finding: that survivors of SARS, caused 
by another coronavirus, still carry certain 
important immune cells 17 years after 
recovering.

 Blood was drawn for a Covid-19 an-
tibody test at the University of Arizo-
na in Tucson earlier this year. (Photo/
Cheney Orr/Reuters )
The findings are consistent with encour-
aging evidence emerging from other 
labs. Researchers at the University of 
Washington, led by the immunologist 
Marion Pepper, had earlier shown that 
certain “memory” cells that were pro-
duced following infection with the coro-

navirus persist for at least three months 
in the body. A study published last week 
also found that people who have recov-
ered from Covid-19 have powerful and 
protective killer immune cells even when 
antibodies are not detectable.
These studies “are all by and large paint-
ing the same picture, which is that once 
you get past those first few critical weeks, 
the rest of the response looks pretty con-
ventional,” said Deepta Bhattacharya, an 
immunologist at the University of Arizo-
na.
Akiko Iwasaki, an immunologist at Yale 
University, said she was not surprised that 
the body mounts a long-lasting response 
because “that’s what is supposed to hap-
pen.” Still, she was heartened by the re-
search: “This is exciting news.”
A small number of infected people in the 
new study did not have long-lasting im-
munity after recovery, perhaps because of 
differences in the amounts of coronavirus 
they were exposed to. But vaccines can 
overcome that individual variability, said 
Jennifer Gommerman, an immunologist at 
the University of Toronto.

 “That will help in focusing the response, 
so you don’t get the same kind of hetero-
geneity that you would see in an infected 
population,” she said.
In recent months, reports of waning an-
tibody levels have created worry that 
immunity to the coronavirus may dis-
appear in a few months, leaving people 
vulnerable to the virus again. But many 
immunologists have noted that it is nat-
ural for antibody levels to drop. Besides, 
antibodies are just one arm of the immune 
system. Although antibodies in the blood 
are needed to block the virus and forestall 
a second infection — a condition known 
as sterilizing immunity — immune cells 
that “remember” the virus more often are 
responsible for preventing serious illness.
“Sterilizing immunity doesn’t happen 

very often — that is not the norm,” said 
Alessandro Sette, an immunologist at 
the La Jolla Institute of Immunology and 
co-leader of the study. More often, people 
become infected a second time with a par-
ticular pathogen, and the immune system 
recognizes the invader and quickly extin-
guishes the infection. The coronavirus in 
particular is slow to do harm, giving the 
immune system plenty of time to kick into 
gear.
“It may be terminated fast enough that not 
only are you not experiencing any symp-
toms but you are not infectious,” Dr. Sette 
said.

Dr. Sette and his colleagues recruited 185 
men and women, aged 19 to 81, who had 
recovered from Covid-19. The majority 
had mild symptoms not requiring hospi-
talization; most provided just one blood 
sample, but 38 provided multiple samples 
over many months. The team tracked four 
components of the immune system: anti-
bodies, B cells that make more antibodies 
as needed; and two types of T cells that 
kill other infected cells. The idea was to 
build a picture of the immune response 
over time by looking at its constituents.
“If you just look at only one, you can real-
ly be missing the full picture,” Dr. Crotty 
said.
He and his colleagues found that antibod-
ies were durable, with modest declines 
at six to eight months after infection, al-
though there was a 200-fold difference in 
the levels among the participants. T cells 
showed only a slight, slow decay in the 
body, while B cells grew in number — an 
unexpected finding the researchers can’t 
quite explain.
The study is the first to chart the immune 
response to a virus in such granular detail, 
experts said. “For sure, we have no pri-
ors here,” Dr. Gommerman said. “We’re 
learning, I think for the first time, about 
some of the dynamics of these populations 
through time.” Worries over how long im-

munity to the coronavirus persists were 
sparked mainly by research into those 
viruses causing common colds. One fre-
quently cited study, led by Jeffrey Shaman 
of Columbia University, suggested that 
immunity might fade quickly and that re-
infections could occur within a year.
“What we need to be very mindful of is 
whether or not reinfection is going to be 
a concern,” Dr. Shaman said. “And so 
seeing evidence that we have this kind 
of persistent, robust response, at least to 
these time scales, is very encouraging.” So 
far, at least, he noted, reinfections with the 
coronavirus seem to be rare.

 Exactly how long immunity lasts is hard 
to predict, because scientists don’t yet 
know what levels of various immune cells 
are needed to protect from the virus. But 
studies so far have suggested that even 
small numbers of antibodies or T and B 
cells may be enough to shield those who 
have recovered. The participants in the 
study have been making those cells in ro-
bust amounts — so far. “There’s no sign 
that memory cells are suddenly going to 
plummet, which would be kind of unusu-
al,” Dr. Iwasaki said. “Usually, there’s a 
slow decay over years.”
There is some emerging evidence that re-
infections with common cold coronavirus-
es are a result of viral genetic variations, 
Dr. Bhattacharya noted, and so those 
concerns may not be relevant to the new 
coronavirus.
“I don’t think it’s an unreasonable predic-
tion to think that these immune memory 
components would last for years,” he said. 
(Courtesy ttps://www.msn.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

Immunity To Coronavirus May
Last Years, New Data Reveals

A patient recovering from SARS in China in 2003. Survivors of that infection, 
also caused by a coronavirus, still carried immune cells 17 years later. (Photo/
Agence France-Presse — Getty Images )

KEY POINT
How long might immunity to the coronavirus last? Years, maybe even decades, 
according to a new study - the most hopeful answer yet to a question that has 

shadowed plans for widespread vaccination.
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Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, arrive at the 
Endeavour Fund Awards in London, Britain, March 5, 2020. REUTERS/Han-
nah McKay

Koiku, who is a geisha, gets ready at Ikuko’s home to work at a party hosted by customers 
at a luxury restaurant, where she will be entertaining with other geisha in Tokyo, Japan, June 
23, 2020. REUTERS/Kim Kyung-Hoon

Dogs wear masks at a main shopping area amid the coronavirus outbreak in downtown Shang-
hai, China, February 16, 2020. REUTERS/Aly Song
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An empty street is seen during the coronavirus outbreak, in Manhattan, New York City, March 15, 2020. 
REUTERS/Jeenah Moon

Detained Filipino activist Reina Mae Nasino, 23, holds a flower during the burial of her 
three-month-old baby River, who died while she was in prison, in Manila North Ceme-
tery, Philippines, October 16, 2020. “We were denied the chance to be together. I did not 
even see your laughter,” said Nasino. REUTERS/Eloisa Lopez

Men dressed in loincloths prepare to snatch a wooden stick called “shingi” tossed by 
the priest during a naked festival at Saidaiji Temple in Okayama, Okayama Prefec-
ture, Japan, February 15, 2020. The person who grabs the wooden stick is consid-
ered...MORE

A health worker reacts before the burial of a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) officer who 
died from the coronavirus, at a graveyard in New Delhi, India, April 29, 2020. REUTERS/Dan-
ish Siddiqui

An empty street is seen during the coronavirus outbreak, in Manhattan, New York City, March 15, 2020. REU-
TERS/Jeenah Moon
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Within a matter of days, Pfizer says it will 
ask the FDA to grant emergency use au-
thorization for its COVID-19 vaccine. An 
advisory committee of outside experts 
will review data and hold public meet-
ings to make a recommendation. Texas, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee and New Mexico 
were selected to be a part of the pilot pro-
gram to test distribution of the company’s 
COVID-19 vaccine, according to Pfizer’s 
statements. CNN has reported the FDA is 
scheduling those meetings for the second 
week of December. Approval could quick-
ly follow.
The Texas Department of State Health 
Services says more than 3,000 providers 
have signed up to receive and administer 
COVID vaccines — 725 of them are in 
North Texas. They include doctors’ offic-
es, pharmacies, hospitals, health, nursing 
homes, and other medical providers.
“It’s not going to be bang everybody gets 
it in two weeks or even two months, so it’s 
going to be a gradual process,” said Chris 
Van Deusen, a DSHS spokesperson for 

DSHS.
The U.S. Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention will decide how many 
doses of a vaccine go to Texas. DSHS 
Commissioner John Hellerstedt, with 
input from a committee of experts, will 
decide where in Texas they go and for 
whom.
“At first, it’s going to be places like hos-
pitals, so they can vaccinate their staff,” 
said Van Deusen.
High risk populations, like those over 
the age of 65 and people with pre-ex-
isting conditions, will be prioritized. 
Eventually, the vaccine should be avail-
able to the general public at no cost 
through their local doctor’s office or 
pharmacy.                                                                            
When the vaccine is ready, there will 
be a massive roll out, and Pfizer has to 
figure out how it gets delivered and dis-
tributed. Pfizer picked Texas to test be-
cause of our diversity, population size 
and the ability to reach people in both 
cities and rural areas.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S. govern-
ment’s top-infectious disease expert, 
said the results suggesting 90% effec-
tiveness are “just extraordinary,” add-
ing: “Not very many people expected 
it would be as high as that.”
This doesn’t mean Texas will get the 
vaccine before other states, we were just 
chosen for distribution testing. Moderna 
announced Monday that its vaccine ap-
pears 94.5% effective. It’s more expen-
sive than Pfizer’s vaccine, but it can be 
stored at regular refrigeration tempera-
tures. Pfizer’s vaccine must be stored 
at 94 degrees below zero, which could 
complicate mass distribution.
People in the Houston area are partici-
pating in the Moderna trials happening 
through Baylor College of Medicine. It’s 
a double blind study, so doctors and pa-
tients both don’t know who’s getting the 
vaccine and who’s getting the placebo.
Moderna said Monday its COVID-19 

vaccine is proving highly effective in a 
major trial, a second ray of hope in the 
global race for a shot to tame COVID-19.
I do think I got the vaccine, only because 
after I got the second one, I had a really 
bad reaction to it for like a day,” Moder-
na trial participant Lila Amaro said. “So 
that kind of makes me hopeful for the fu-
ture. You know, if it is something that’s 
working.”
Amaro clarified that her reaction to the 
vaccine left her feeling like she had the 
flu for about a day, but she says she’d 
do it again in a heartbeat if she had the 
chance.
The U.S. Government says its on 
track to have more than 40 million 
COVID-19 vaccine doses for the pub-
lic by the end of the year. (Courtesy /

abc13.com)
Related

Gov. Abbott’s Plan To Distribute                                                                                                     
COVID-19 Vaccine, Medicine

AUSTIN, Texas (KTRK) -- Gov. Greg 
Abbott announced this week that Texas 
is prepared to distribute medicines and 
vaccines that are now becoming avail-
able to treat COVID-19.
Abbott said Tuesday was the first day of 
what will be many announcements about 
the availability of medicines and vac-
cines to fight COVID-19. On Monday, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) authorized the immediate use of 
the first medical treatment developed for 
people who contract COVID-19.                                                                                                       
An antibody drug by Eli Lilly & Co., 
called bamlanivimab, has been shown 
to improve the symptoms of people who 
contract the virus and prevent hospital-
izations.

Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott.
The FDA said the drug is authorized for 
patients at high risk of progressing to 
severe COVID-19, including people 65 
and older, or who have certain pre-exist-
ing medical conditions. Lilly is expect-
ed to immediately ship approximately 
80,000 doses across the country, includ-
ing Texas, at no cost to the states. Lilly 
should have up to 1 million doses by the 
end of the year.
Similar to the Lilly antibody treatment, 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc. also 
has requested FDA emergency use au-
thorization of its own COVID-19 anti-
body medical treatment to treat patients 
before they become seriously ill and aid 
in reducing hospitalizations, with an an-
nouncement of the FDA’s decision ex-
pected soon. This is the same antibody 
drug that President Donald Trump took 

to quickly recover from COVID-19 last 
month.
The federal government has agreed to 
buy hundreds of thousands of doses of 
the two new treatment drugs, and will 
be in charge of allocating supplies to 
the states, which will in turn determine 
distribution to hospitals and healthcare 
facilities.
These medical treatments are in addition 
to the announcement Tuesday by Pfizer 
that its COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
achieved incredible success in an early 
analysis - demonstrating over 90% effi-
cacy in preventing COVID-19. It is ex-
pected to become available as soon as 
late November.

Abbott said the Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) has already de-
veloped a vaccine distribution plan and 
is working with health care providers to 
enroll in their immunization program to 
be eligible to administer these vaccines 
once available. Over 2,500 providers 
have already enrolled in the program.
“Swift distribution of vaccines and med-
ical treatments will begin to heal those 
suffering from COVID-19, slow the 
spread of the virus, and aid in reducing 
hospitalizations of Texans,” said Gover-
nor Abbott. “As we anticipate the arrival 
of COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, 
the State of Texas is prepared to quickly 
distribute those medicines to Texans who 
voluntarily choose to use them.” (Cour-
tesy https://abc13.com/)
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KEY POINT
Pfizer picked Texas to test because of its diversity, population                                                       

size and the ability to reach people in both cities and rural areas

Texas Among States Chosen To Test
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution
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