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We can stop COVID-19: Moderna 
vaccine success gives world more hope
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(Reuters) - Moderna Inc’s experimental vaccine is 94.5% 
effective in preventing COVID-19 based on interim data 
from a late-stage trial, the company said on Monday, 
becoming the second U.S. drugmaker to report results that 
far exceed expectations.

Together with Pfizer Inc’s vaccine, which is also more than 
90% effective, and pending more safety data and regula-
tory review, the United States could have two vaccines 
authorized for emergency use in December with as many 
as 60 million doses of vaccine available this year.

The vaccines, both developed with new technology known 
as messenger RNA (mRNA), represent powerful tools 
to fight a pandemic that has infected 54 million people 
worldwide and killed 1.3 million.

Unlike Pfizer’s vaccine, Moderna’s shot can be stored at 
normal fridge temperatures, which should make it easier to 
distribute, a critical factor as COVID-19 cases are soaring, 
hitting new records in the United States and pushing some 
European countries back into lockdowns.

“We are going to have a vaccine that can stop COVID-19,” 
Moderna President Stephen Hoge said in a telephone 
interview.
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FILE PHOTO: Vials 
with a sticker reading 
“COVID-19/Coronavirus 
vaccine/Injection only” and 
a syringe are seen in front 
of a displayed Moderna 
logo in this illustration 
taken October 31, 2020. 
REUTERS/Dado Ruvic/
Illustration/File Photo

Moderna’s interim analysis was based on 95 infections among 
trial participants who received the vaccine or a placebo. Only 
five infections occurred in volunteers who received the vaccine 
mRNA-1273, which is administered in two shots 28 days 
apart.

“The vaccine is really the light at the end of the tunnel,” Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. infectious diseases expert said. He 
urged Americans not to let their guard down and to continue 
washing hands and being vigilant about social distancing.

Even with fast authorization, the vaccines will not come in 
time for most people celebrating the U.S. Thanksgiving and 
end-of-year holidays, when families and friends come togeth-
er - just the types of gatherings public health officials warn 
against.

Moderna expects to have enough safety data required for U.S. 
authorization in the next week or so and expects to file for 
emergency use authorization (EUA) in the coming weeks.

Factbox: Moderna’s mRNA coronavirus vaccine
Factbox: Moderna COVID-19 vaccine stability eases distribu-
tion challenges
The company’s shares, which have more than quadrupled 
this year, jumped 8%, while European and U.S. stocks rose. 
The benchmark S&P 500 rose 1%, while the pan-European 
STOXX 600 climbed 1.3%. [MKTS/GLOB]

Shares in Pfizer and its partner 
BioNTech, whose vaccine must be transported at far colder 
temperatures, fell 4.3% and 16.4% respectively, while Britain’s 
AstraZeneca, which has yet to release any results from its late-
stage vaccine trials, was down 1%.

SEVERE CASES
Moderna’s data provide further validation of the promising but 
previously unproven mRNA platform, which turns the human 
body into a vaccine factory by coaxing cells to make virus 
proteins that the immune system sees as a threat and attacks.

Moderna expects the vaccine to be stable at normal 
fridge temperatures of 2 to 8 degrees Celsius (36 to 
48°F) for 30 days and it can be stored for up to 6 
months at -20C.

Pfizer’s vaccine must be shipped and stored at -70C, the sort of 
temperature typical of an Antarctic winter. It can be stored for 
up to five days at standard refrigerator temperatures, or for up 
to 15 days in a thermal shipping box.

The data from Moderna’s trial involving 30,000 volunteers 
also showed the vaccine prevented cases of severe COVID-19, 
a question that still remains with the Pfizer vaccine. Of the 95 
cases in Moderna’s trial, 11 were severe and all 11 occurred 
among volunteers who got the placebo.

Moderna, part of the U.S. government’s Operation Warp Speed 
program, expects to produce about 20 million doses for the 
United States this year, millions of which the company has 
already made and is ready to ship if it gets FDA authorization.
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I recently attended the grand opening
party of a senior residence in the
International District with Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner and Congressman Al
Green. This thirty-six unit luxury
apartment complex was designed by my
cousin, architect C.C. Lee and built by
his company, STOA International.

I met C.C. almost thirty-six years ago
when he moved to Houston. Because of
his hard work and talent, today he has
successfully built his own architectural
empire including the design of many
public buildings like the George R.
Brown Convention Center and the

Houston International Airport.

C.C. has already opened another
full-service senior care center one-half
year ago. It is also located on Bellaire
Blvd. in the International District.

Mayor Turner and Congressman Al
Green both highly praised C.C.’s
accomplishments for the community and
the City of Houston.

Today when you walk through the
International District and the Chinatown
area of Houston, Texas, you will find the
majority of businesses have been

opened by newcomers to the area,
especially by Asian-Americans.

Our nation is still facing serious
challenges. Politicians in Washington, D.
C. are still fighting for
power while the
pandemic continues
to skyrocket. Our
people still need to
remember that a
group of
hard-working people
still are creating new
jobs and economic
prosperity.

C.C. Lee is one of our
best role models. He
is a hero within our
community. He is not
just out shouting in
front of the White

House. All across our nation we still
have so many of the “silent majority”
doing the right thing in all the
communities.
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States are slapping new restrictions on daily life as 

the coronavirus rages in a resurgence that some of-

ficials say is the most widespread and intense since 

the pandemic hit in March. Governors in New York, 

Maryland, Minnesota, Iowa, Utah and other states 

have imposed measures as the U.S.’s new daily case 

count exceeded 144,000 on Wednesday, the ninth 

day in a row it topped 100,000, while hospitaliza-

tions rose to a record 65,386, according to the Covid 

Tracking Project. The U.S. death toll surpassed 

242,000.

“It’s on fire. We’ve got to slow it down,” Republi-

can Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said in an interview 

Wednesday. “We’ve never seen anything like this. 

Our spring surge and summer surge were nowhere 

like this.”

While governments in Europe and the U.K. have 

recently imposed broad lockdown measures as coro-

navirus cases rise, many states have so far resisted 

full lockdowns, saying they know more about how 

the virus spreads, and how to prepare hospitals, than 

they did in the spring, and that they want to avoid 

hurting struggling businesses and households. Pub-

lic-policy makers, however, aren’t necessarily pre-

cluding broader closures if the transmission of the 

infection worsens. On Thursday, Democratic Chi-

cago Mayor Lori Lightfoot issued a 30-day stay-at-

home advisory while Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, also 

a Democrat, asked residents statewide to stay home 

as much as possible.

A nurse performing a coronavirus test in Utah, where 

a statewide mask mandate was announced this week. 

(Photo/R. Bowmer/Associated Press)

Policy makers say their targeted actions aim to prevent 

illness and death, ease pressure on hospitals and put the 

brakes on spread to avoid more draconian measures or 

more school closures and economic damage. “We make 

a mistake when we talk about these two things separate-

ly,” Mr. DeWine said about saving the economy and 

beating the virus. “Consumers’ confidence that they can 

go out and be safe is entirely related to how bad the virus 

is in their community.”

Mr. DeWine on Wednesday imposed a stricter mask 

order that allows authorities to briefly close business-

es that are repeat violators, and put new restrictions 

on social gatherings such as wedding receptions and 

banquets. He said he might close bars, restaurants and 

fitness centers—places where it is difficult to maintain 

mask wearing—a week from Thursday if “the current 

trend continues.” Daily cases in Ohio have more than 

quadrupled since late September, topping a record 7,000 

on Thursday, while testing hasn’t doubled. The num-

ber of hospitalized Covid-19 patients surpassed 3,000, 

compared with a high of about 1,100 during the spring 

and summer surges, and a record number of inten-

sive-care patients have the virus. Mr. DeWine said the 

focus on fatalities, which are terrible, obscures the fact 

that many people who survive “really go through hell. 

We forget about them.”

Rising hospitalizations also affect the broader public. 

He said he received word Wednesday that Cleveland 

Clinic would cut back on some elective surgeries for 

at least a few days. When hospitals broadly cut non-

Covid-19 services in the spring, there was “a price to 

be paid for that in deferred medical care,” he said.

Many officials attribute rising cases to complacency 

in travel and social settings such as bars and house 

parties. The virus “will not move on just because we 

want to get back to our normal pre-Covid lives,” Re-

publican Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan said in a news 

conference where he announced new directives.

Contact tracing indicates that infections most com-

monly spring from family gatherings and house par-

ties, Mr. Hogan said. There is also a notable increase 

in infections in people who had recently dined indoors 

at a restaurant, traveled out of state or worked outside 

the home, he said.

“We’re trying to keep people employed, we’re trying 

to keep small businesses from failing and going under, 

but we also are trying to keep people alive, and that’s 

the delicate balance,” Mr. Hogan said.

In California, a total of 11 counties were put under 

more restrictive guidelines because of rising cases this 

week, including some of the state’s more populated 

areas, Sacramento and San Diego. On Wednesday, the 

California Department of Public Health said hospi-

talizations increased by 31.6% over the past 14-day 

period and intensive-care-unit hospitalization jumped 

by 29.7%.

“We anticipate if things stay the way they are, that 

between this week and next week over half of Califor-

nia counties will have moved into a more restrictive 

tier,” California Health and Human Services Secretary 

Mark Ghaly said in a news conference.

Last week, the state had a seven-day average of around 

4,500 cases. More than 8,000 new daily infections 

were reported on Tuesday, and again on Wednesday. 

The state last saw those types of numbers in late Au-

gust. In New York, the springtime center of the pan-

demic in the U.S., Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

announced a 10 p.m. curfew for most bars and restau-

rants and will limit gatherings at private residences 

to 10 people. From early June to mid-September, 

daily cases didn’t exceed 1,000 in the state. Over the 

past five days, the state averaged more than 3,000 

Covid-19 cases a day. Currently, people entering the 

state must quarantine for 14 days, or get tested before 

and after they travel.

Instead of a broad-based shutdown, Mr. Cuomo has 

imposed sanctions in certain geographic areas—in-

cluding parts of Brooklyn and the cities of Buffalo, 

Rochester and Syracuse—where there are clusters of 

cases. Additional testing data let the state take a more 

targeted approach, said Gareth Rhodes, deputy super-

intendent of the state’s Department of Financial Ser-

vices and an adviser to the governor. The state also has 

steeled compliance in the affected areas.

“It has shown the public that they have a problem in 

this area, and has led to a conversation of, ‘If you want 

to reopen your schools, wear a mask and don’t do 

these mass gatherings,’ ” Mr. Rhodes said.

Public officials are also preparing for a change in tone 

about the pandemic from the White House. Democrat-

ic President-elect Joe Biden has said he would urge 

every governor to mandate masks—a shift from Re-

publican President Trump, who has often dismissed 

mask-wearing. Utah Republican Gov. Gary Herbert 

on Sunday announced a statewide mask mandate. 

Masks “do not negatively affect the economy,” he 

said, adding, “We cannot afford to debate this issue 

any longer.” 

Policy makers face a particular challenge with the 

approach of the holidays, when people from different 

households often gather indoors for a prolonged time, 

said Albert Ko, a professor of epidemiology at Yale 

School of Public Health and an adviser to Connecticut 

Gov. Ned Lamont. Reducing gathering sizes decreases 

the probability of that happening, he said. Connecti-

cut in recent days limited private social gatherings 

to 10 people, while Minnesota and North Carolina 

are among states that have imposed similar rules this 

week. Iowa’s Republican governor said masks will 

be required at gatherings of more than 25 people in-

doors or 100 outdoors except when people are eating 

or drinking. Dr. Ko said it is best for states to be pro-

active rather than reactive, and that it becomes more 

challenging to intervene as hospitalizations rise, as is 

already happening in many states.

“We’re already on that curve going up,” Dr. Ko said 

of metrics.

In North Dakota, rising hospitalizations and a squeeze 

on health-care facilities led Republican Gov. Doug 

Burgum to announce Monday that the state will allow 

hospitals to use Covid-19-positive health-care work-

ers to treat Covid-19 patients. The state has no man-

dates regarding masking or limits on businesses, but 

the governor urged residents to wear masks in public 

and limit gatherings. Dr. Michael LeBeau, Bismarck 

regional president for Sanford Health, the largest 

health-care system in the Dakotas, said its hospitals 

aren’t yet using Covid-19-positive staff, but retain 

the option. “Although controversial, I think it shines 

a light on the hard decisions that are going to be made 

in the future if we run out of staff,” he said, referring 

to it as a last resort.

El Paso, Texas, has seen its new Covid-19 cases jump 

from an average 132 a day in September to 1,115 daily 

in the past month. The county of 839,000 has averaged 

10 deaths a day in the past week, and tried to keep up 

by adding medical tents, an emergency hospital and 

refrigerated morgue trucks. Just before Halloween, 

El Paso County Judge Ricardo Samaniego, a Dem-

ocrat and the elected executive of the county, issued 

an emergency shutdown order that closed nonessen-

tial businesses. “We are trying to avoid the complete 

breakdown of our health-care infrastructure,” he said 

then. The state’s GOP attorney general, Ken Paxton, 

immediately moved to overturn the order, saying Re-

publican Gov. Greg Abbott’s orders to reopen busi-

nesses superseded it. A court judge initially denied an 

injunction to Mr. Paxton, as county judges in Texas 

have authority over emergency response in their juris-

dictions, and Mr. Paxton appealed. Wednesday night, 

Mr. Samaniego said the county saw some hope in its 

positivity rate decreasing, but still had more than half 

of its hospital capacity taken up with Covid-19. He ex-

tended the order past Thanksgiving, saying the crowd-

ed hospitals were in crisis.

“Some of the businessmen are just a chest pain away 

from going into the hospital and realizing that dilem-

ma,” Mr. Samaniego said. (Courtesy www.msn.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

COVID-19 Keeps Surging Nationwide

States Impose Flurry of Measures
As Covid-19 Cases On The Increase

Vehicles Lined Up Last Month At An Austin Emergency Center For COVID-19 
Testing.



People watch as a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, topped with the Crew Dragon 
capsule, is launched carrying four astronauts on the first operational NASA 
commercial crew mission at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Flori-
da. REUTERS/Joe Skipper  

El Paso County detention inmates, also known as “trustees” (low level inmates) and Sheriff 
officers and morgue staff help move bodies to refrigerated trailers deployed during a surge 
of coronavirus deaths, outside the Medical Examiner’s Office in El Paso, Texas.  REUTERS/
Ivan Pierre Aguirre  

Supporters of President Donald Trump sit on the “Patriot Elk” formerly known as the”Night-
mare NElk” during a “Stop the Steal” protest in Salem, Oregon.  REUTERS/Alisha Jucevic    
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Luiza Erundina, 85, leftist Guilherme Boulos’s candidate for vice-mayor, holds her hand to a man’s from 
inside the “cata voto” (Vote Catcher), a car with a plastic booth to protect herself from the coronavirus during 
the campaign in Sao Paulo, Brazil. REUTERS/Amanda Perobelli  

A health worker takes a swab sample from a tourist coming from Mexico upon his arrival at the 
Jose Marti International Airport in Havana, Cuba. REUTERS/Alexandre Meneghini  

Ethiopians who fled the ongoing fighting in Tigray region prepare to cross the Setit 
River on the Sudan-Ethiopia border in Hamdait village in eastern Kassala state, 
Sudan. REUTERS/El Tayeb Siddig

Dustin Johnson of the U.S. is presented with the green jacket by Tiger Woods of the U.S. after 
winning The Masters in Augusta, Georgia. REUTERS/Brian Snyder  

A temporary hospital in the Krylatskoye Ice Palace, where patients suffering from the coronavirus are treated, in 
Moscow, Russia. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov  
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
authorized bamlanivimab for Emergency 
Use. Eli Lilly and Company created the 
drug. It is authorized for for treating mild 
to moderate COVID-19 in adults and pe-
diatric patients 12 years and older with a 
positive COVID-19 test, who are at high 
risk for progressing to severe COVID-19 
and/or hospitalization, according to Lilly.
Bamlanivimab should be administered as 
soon as possible after a positive COVID-19 
test and within 10 days of symptom onset. 
Health care workers give it via intravenous 
infusion. 
Clinical trials showed it could prevent a 
patient from going to the hospital. That in-
dication could help our health care workers 
who have been battling the virus for eight 
months.
“I’m very proud of our people and all the 
healthcare workers in Houston. They’ve 
really stepped up to the challenge and 
continued to provide really great care, but 
it is wearing, and it’s something we wor-
ry about as the pandemic continues to be 
present,” said Dr. David Callendar, Presi-
dent and CEO of Memorial Hermann.
Governor Greg Abbott’s office said hospi-

tals in Texas should receive it as soon as 
next week. 
DSHS will allocate this first distribution 
of bamlanivimab based on three crite-
ria: new confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in the community, new lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 admissions to hospitals, and 
total lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients 
in hospitals. 
“This initial allotment of bamlanivimab 
will help health care professionals effec-
tively treat cases of COVID-19 within 
their communities and aid in reducing 
hospitalizations,” Gov. Abbott said. “I 
thank the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services for providing Tex-
as with this crucial antibody therapy that 
will help keep Texans safe and mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19.”
Texas is receiving the second-highest 
number of shipments of the drug, be-
hind Illinois, according to DSHS.
Hospitals in the Houston and Galveston/
Beaumont trauma service areas will re-
ceive more than 700 doses. Each patient 
receives one dose, according to DSHS. 
A spokesperson said they expect weekly 
shipments from the federal government.

Chris Costa
@ChrisCostaTV
Nov 13
@TexasDSHS
tells me they’ve allocated it to 300+ 
hospitals across TX. For the first round, 
more than 700 doses (1 per person) will 
be going to #Houston and #Galveston / 
Beaumont trauma service areas. Expect-
ing add’l allocations from fed govt every 
week 
@KHOU
#khou11 #COVID19
=============================
Gov. Greg Abbott
@GovAbbott
@TexasDSHS
is allocating an initial shipment of bam-
lanivimab, the 
@LillyPad
monoclonal antibody therapy, to be dis-
tributed as early as next week to acute 
care hospitals across the state to help 
effectively treat #COVID19 & aid in re-
ducing hospitalizations.

These weekly shipments of doses have 
been provided to the state at no cost 
through the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.
“It’s going to be a big benefit to us,” said 
Chris Van Deusen, Director of Media 
Relations for Texas DSHS. “Every time 
we see a new medication, something that 
looks promising, it’s a step in the right 
direction, and we’re one step closer to 

finally getting through this issue.”
Lilly anticipates manufacturing up to 1 
million doses of bamlanivimab 700 mg 
by the end of 2020, for use around the 
world through early next year. 
• Bamlanivimab is NOT authorized for 
use in patients:
o who are hospitalized due to COVID-19, 
OR
o who require oxygen therapy due to 
COVID-19, OR
o who require an increase in baseline 
oxygen flow rate due to COVID-19 in 
those on chronic oxygen therapy due to 
underlying non-COVID-19 related co-
morbidity.
Doctors are urging people to be extra dil-
igent with masking and social distancing, 
even around close friends and family, to 
prevent a second surge. Dr. Callendar 
said roughly 50 percent of people who 
test positive for COVID-19 show no 
signs of being sick.
“I think we still have time to control this 
one – keep it from becoming what we 
saw in the middle of the summer,” Dr. 
Callendar said.
His message comes as Texas’ rates 
of COVID-19 soar back to more than 
10,000 cases a day for three straight days. 
The last time Texas saw those levels was 
in mid-July, the worst of the pandemic.
“It’s still going to take everybody taking 
those everyday steps to really put a dent 
in that big increase in cases we’ve seen 
recently,” Van Deusen said.
Related

Arthritis drug ‘cuts elderly 
Covid-19 deaths by two-thirds’, say 
researchers - raising hopes that it 

will save the most vulnerable

KEY POINTS
Daily drug reduces deaths by 71 per 
cent in those with moderate or severe 

illness
Drug baricitinib, marketed as Olu-

miant, has only been available for three 
years

Medics hope the arthritis drug could 
help save most vulnerable to corona-

virus

An arthritis drug has been found to cut 

deaths in patients admitted to hospital 
with COVID-19 by a remarkable two-
thirds – giving medics a powerful new 
weapon in their armoury against the 
disease.
The daily pill, first earmarked as a po-
tential Covid game-changer by a British 
firm, reduces deaths by 71 per cent in 
those with moderate or severe illness, 
researchers say.
Importantly, it works in the elderly, 
raising hopes that it will save the most 
vulnerable.
Called baricitinib, and marketed under 
the brand name Olumiant, it is a relative-
ly new drug for rheumatoid arthritis that 
has been available for only three years.

An arthritis drug has been found to 
cut deaths in patients admitted to hos-
pital with Covid-19 by a remarkable 
two-thirds. Picture: Stock
But in February it was identified as a 
strong candidate to help treat what was 
then the new threat of Covid-19. The 
drug was picked out by London-based 
BenevolentAI, which examined thou-
sands of existing medicines for signs 
they might combat Covid. 
Its artificial intelligence program predict-
ed baricitinib would ‘reduce the ability of 
the virus to infect lung cells’.
Now the idea has been validated with 
pan-European researchers, led by Swe-
den’s Karolinska Institute, reporting 
baricitinib slashes death rates in those 
admitted to hospital with the disease by 
two-thirds. (Courtesy www.dailymail.
co.uk/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

More Than 300 Texas Hospitals To
Receive ‘Bamlanivimab,’ Experimental 

Antibody Treatment For COVID-19
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