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CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Even in the fast-worsening pandemic,
both presidential candidates are still very
busy with their final campaigns.

President Trump openly accused the
media of not wanting to talk about
anything other than, “COVID, COVID,
COVID.” He called it the worst public
health crisis of the century and said it
would disappear as soon as the election
was over. The White House also has
abandoned public briefings on the crisis.
President Trump is defending territory all
over the map and must win a long list of
swing states to gain 270 electoral votes.

Democratic Vice President candidate
Kamala Harris will be here in Texas on
Friday. This is the first time that Texas
might turn from a red to a blue state.

Biden also visited Warm Springs,
Georgia, the spa town where President
Roosevelt sought relief for his
polio-wracked body as he led the nation
during the Great Depression and World
War II. His appearance will draw an
analogy with a Democratic President
who took office in the crisis and led the
country to better times.

The election is less than one week

away. Most voters have already decided
who they will vote for. We are urging all
people that you must take this
opportunity to join this political activity
and remember that this election is

directly related to our future and world
peace.

As Joe Biden said today, “The soul of
our nation is at stake.”
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U.S. President Donald Trump voted in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, on Saturday, becoming one of 
more than 58 million Americans to vote early 
in the 2020 election.”I voted for a guy named 
Trump,” the president told reporters after casting 
his ballot. Democratic presidential nominee Joe 
Biden leads President Trump 48% to 45% among 
likely voters in Texas, according to a University 
of Texas at Tyler poll published on Sunday. The 
poll was conducted Oct. 13 - 20 and has a margin 
of error of plus or minus 3.2 percentage points.
Close to 62.9 million people watched the second 
presidential debate on broadcast and cable TV 
on Thursday, ratings company Nielsen said late 
Friday. The total is down from 73.1 million who 
watched the first debate last month. Most polls 
taken immediately following the debate found 
watchers said they thought Biden performed bet-
ter than Trump.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court on Friday ruled 
that mail-in ballots in the state cannot be rejected 
by county election officials based on signature 
comparisons between ballot applications and 

ballots. Trump won Pennsylvania by 0.7% 
in 2016. The state is considered a key battle-
ground again in 2020.
Nationally known Republican pollster Frank 
Luntz said late Thursday that if the presiden-
tial election polls, most of which show for-
mer Vice President Biden leading President 
Trump, are wrong again in 2020, “it’s going 
to be the end of public polling in politics.” In 
2016, almost every poll showed Hillary Clin-
ton ahead in the days before the election.
================================
US COVID-19 Deaths Could Rise 
To Half A Million By End Febru-

ary, Study Finds

A healthcare worker attends to a coronavi-
rus patient. (Photo/Moreira/AFP via Getty 
Images)
The death toll in the U.S. from the COVID-19 
coronavirus could rise to 500,000 by the end of 
February, but around 130,000 of the addition-
al deaths could be prevented if everyone wore 
masks, according to a new study. Researchers 

at the University of Washington’s Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) found 
that the U.S. will face “a continued COVID-19 
public health challenge through the winter,” 
with few effective treatments and no vaccines 
yet approved. The team used case and mortal-
ity data from February 1 to September 21 to 
model trajectories of infections and the effects 
of “non-pharmaceutical interventions,” such as 
masks and social distancing. IHME researchers 
found that cumulatively, 511,373 lives could be 
lost due to COVID-19 throughout the country 
by February 28 of 2021. Universal mask use 
could save 129,574 lives from the end of Sep-
tember through February 2021, according to the 
study, published in the journal Nature Medicine 
on Friday. The IHME had projected in Sep-
tember that coronavirus deaths would reach 
410,000 by the end of the year. 
Israel, Sudan Agree To Normalize Relations

US President Donald Trump speaks to the 
leaders of Sudan and Israel while announc-
ing the normalization deal. (Photo/AFP via 
Getty Images)
Sudan and Israel have agreed to normalize rela-
tions, U.S. President Donald Trump announced 
on Friday, making Sudan the third Arab League 
member country to recognize Israel in recent 
weeks, after the UAE and Bahrain.The move 
follows Trump’s decision to remove Sudan 
from the U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism, 
allowing Khartoum access to international in-
vestment and economic aid. Trump on Friday 
formally informed Congress of his intent to del-
ist Sudan. Congress can veto the decision with 
a joint resolution. In the Oval Office, Trump 
told reporters that “at least five more” Arab 
countries, including Saudi Arabia, are moving 
towards peace deals with Israel. In a conference 
call, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu called the deal a “dramatic breakthrough for 
peace” that would start a “new era.” Netanya-
hu said the two countries would start talks on 
agriculture and commercial cooperation. Pales-
tinians ‘A stab in the back’ Senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) member Wasel 

Abu Youssef said Sudan’s deal with Israel was a 
“new stab in the back” for Palestinians. Hamas 
Spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said the deal was a 
step in the “wrong direction.”Sudan Delisting 
was priority
Since the coup to remove Sudanese dictator 
Omar al-Bashir last year, Sudan’s powerful 
generals have backed recognition of Israel as 
a bargaining chip to help remove internation-
al sanctions and increase access to foreign aid. 
According to a Sudanese government source 
in quoted by CNN, Hamdok did not want nor-
malization to be tied to delisting “as Sudan has 
met all the criteria for its removal” from the list. 
“The designation change was our priority and 
normalization is theirs,” the source added.
AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson 
Resume U.S. Coronavirus Vaccine 

Clinical Trials
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
gave AstraZeneca the go-ahead after the com-
pany had on Sept. 6 paused its clinical trials for 
AZD1222, the vaccine it is developing jointly 
with the University of Oxford. A British vol-
unteer had developed a neurological disorder, 
prompting the trial’s temporary halt while “in-
dependent regulators” looked for possible caus-
es. The trial had already resumed in some other 
countries.

KEY POINT                                                                                                                           
Drugmakers AstraZeneca and Johnson & 
Johnson said on Friday they are resuming 
late-stage COVID-19 coronavirus vaccine 
trials in the U.S. after no links were found 

between the illnesses contracted by trial par-
ticipants and the vaccine candidates.

 “We should be reassured by the care taken by 
independent regulators to protect the public and 
ensure the vaccine is safe before it is approved 
for use,” said AstraZeneca CEO Pascal Soriot. 
Pausing on Oct. 12 after a volunteer’s “serious 
medical event,” Johnson & Johnson has also re-
sumed its vaccine clinical trials following con-
sultation with the FDA. “There are many pos-
sible factors that could have caused the event. 
Based on the information gathered to date and 

the input of independent experts, the Company 
has found no evidence that the vaccine candi-
date caused the event,” the company said in a 
statement.2

Country Music Singer Jerry 
Jeff Walker Dies At 78

Jerry Jeff Walker, the country music singer 
who wrote the hit “Mr. Bojangles,” died of 
throat cancer on Friday in Austin at the age of 
78. “He was at home until an hour before his 
passing,” she said. “He went very peacefully, 
which we were extremely grateful for,” Susan 
Walker, the singer’s wife for 46 years, told the 
Austin American-Statesman. Walker came into 
the world as Ronald Clyde Crosby when he was 
born in 1942 in New York, and the ‘60s found 
him learning his trade in Greenwich Village. 
Even though he never had a song in the Top 40, 
he nonetheless made his mark, becoming an in-
fluential outlaw country music performer.
Jerry Jeff Walker performing in 2015. (Pho-
to by Bobby Bank/Getty Images)

He wrote “Mr. Bojangles,” the song for which 
he is most remembered, in 1968 after meeting 
a street dancer while spending the night in a 
drunk tank in New Orleans. The much-played 
song would go on to get the attention of other 
big-name singers who recorded their own ver-
sions of Walker’s hit, including Sammy Davis 
Jr., Harry Belafonte, and Bob Dylan. In 1971, a 
folk-rock version of the song by the Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band reached pop music’s Top 10. Walker 
hit his stride in the 1970s. His Lost Gonzo Band 
released a number of country music recordings 
in the Texas outlaw tradition, including “Up 
Against the Wall, Redneck Mother.” In a ca-
reer that spanned over five decades, the sing-
er released 36 albums, and eventually he and 
his wife turned their back on other labels and 
formed their own company, Tried & True Mu-
sic, which they ran from their home. In addition 
to his wife, Walker is survived by Jessie Jane 
McLarty, his daughter, Django Walker, his son, 
Cheryl Harder, his sister, and two grandchil-
dren. (Courtesy knowhere.com)
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Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

Election Day Is Tuesday, November 3, 2020
Latest Election Developments



A worker wearing a protective mask uses a blower to remove leaves from a 
walkway during sunny autumn weather near Stallikon, Switzerland.  REU-
TERS/Arnd Wiegmann  

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio eats pizza as he stands in line with hundreds of other 
voters for several hours to cast his ballot during early voting in the Brooklyn borough of 
New York City. REUTERS/Mike Segar

Democratic U.S. presidential nominee and former Vice President Joe Biden attends a campaign stop in Atlanta, 

Georgia.  REUTERS/Brian Snyder    
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People wait ahead of U.S. President Donald Trump’s campaign event, in Lansing, Michigan. REUTERS/
Shannon Stapleton  

A firefighter takes a break surrounded by smoke from a fire at the federal hospital of Bonsucesso in 
the north zone of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  REUTERS/Ricardo Moraes    

Former President Barack Obama reacts as he hosts a pre-election drive-in rally to 
campaign on behalf of Democratic presidential nominee and his former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden in Orlando, Florida.  REUTERS/Eve Edelheit    

A woman wearing a rainbow-themed protective face mask attends a protest against the ruling 
by Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal that imposes a near-total ban on abortion, in front of the 
Parliament in Warsaw, Poland. Slawomir Kaminski/Agencja Gazet

President Trump holds a campaign event in the rain at Capital Region International Airport in Lansing, Michigan. 
REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst  



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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Whether a vaccine is effective — or not — will 
also depend on what role the public plays.
That’s according to Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases and an expert in infectious dis-
eases for the last four decades, who was speak-
ing to the Wall Street Journal’s CEO Council 
in a remote interview. “One of the things you 
need to understand, it’s the combination of how 
effective a vaccine is and how many people use 
it,” he said. This is all the more important if the 
vaccine developed for COVID-19, the disease 
caused by SARS-CoV-2, is moderately rather 
than highly effective. “If the vaccine is moder-
ately effective, enough that you definitely want 
to use it, then you’re going to have to get a lot 
more people to get vaccinated to get that veil of 
protection in the community,” Fauci said during 
the Thursday event.
‘With the combination of a good vaccine along 
with public-health measures, we may be able 

to put this coronavirus outbreak behind us the 
way we put the original SARS behind us and, 
hopefully, in the way we put MERS, or the 
Middle East Respiratory System, behind us.’
— Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

“With the combination of a good vaccine along 
with public-health measures, we may be able to 
put this coronavirus outbreak behind us the way 
we put the original SARS behind us and, hope-
fully, in the way we put MERS, or the Middle 
East Respiratory System, behind us,” the vet-
eran epidemiologist said. “I think we can do 
it with the combination of a vaccine and good 

public-health measures.”
Fauci said last month that he was hopeful that 
a coronavirus vaccine could be developed by 
early 2021, but has repeatedly said it’s unlikely 
that a vaccine will deliver 100% immunity; he 
said the best realistic outcome, based on other 
vaccines, would be 70% to 75% effective. The 
measles vaccine, he said, is among the most ef-
fective by providing 97% immunity.                              
Coronavirus has killed 199,512 people in the 
U.S., as of Monday. President Donald Trump 
said on Friday that he expects a COVID-19 
vaccine to be available for every American by 
April. “Hundreds of millions of doses will be 
available every month, and we expect to have 
enough vaccines for every American by April,” 
he told a news conference.
Reviews of past studies have found that, on 
average, the flu vaccine is about 50% to 60% 
effective for healthy adults who are between 
18 and 64 years old, according to a review of 
studies by the Mayo Clinic. “The vaccine may 
sometimes be less effective,” that report said. 
“Even when the vaccine doesn’t completely 
prevent the flu, it may lessen the severity of 
your illness.”

Last May, a majority of Americans (55%) said 
they would get vaccinated for COVID-19 if 
and when a vaccine becomes available, but that 
number has fallen to 32%, according to the lat-
est Yahoo/YouGov poll conducted from Sept. 
9 to Sept. 11 and released this week. For the 
first time, more people said they won’t get vac-
cinated (33%) or they’re unsure if they’ll get 
vaccinated (34%).
Commentators point to fears that a vaccine will 
be pushed through before Election Day, a hard-
core group of anti-vaxxers, barriers to health-
care access, and confusion about the vaccine’s 
possible effectiveness, among other reasons. 
The share of Republicans who said they’d get 
vaccinated fell to 33% in the latest poll from 
47% in May, while the corresponding number 
of Democrats fell to 42% from 70% in May.
Fauci has cautioned against rushing a vaccine 

for political purposes without first knowing it 
was safe. At last month’s Republican Nation-
al Convention, President Donald Trump said, 
“We are delivering life-saving therapies, and 
will produce a vaccine before the end of the 
year, or maybe even sooner. We will defeat the 
virus, end the pandemic, and emerge stronger 
than ever before.”
The president’s convention address appeared 
to somewhat accelerate the timeline laid out 
by “Operation Warp Speed,” his administra-
tion’s effort to financially support the rapid 
development, manufacturing and distribution 
of COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diag-
nostics. Under that program, the administration 
says it aims to have initial vaccine doses avail-
able by January.

As of last Monday, COVID-19 had infected 
31,033,397 people worldwide, a number that 
mostly does not account for asymptomatic cas-
es, and killed at least 960,736 people. The U.S. 
still has the world’s highest number of cases 
(6,805,630), followed by India (5,487,580), 
Brazil (4,544,629) and Russia (1,098,958), ac-
cording to data aggregated by Johns Hopkins 
University.
And without a vaccine to provide adequate 
immunity and/or public-health measures to 
encourage social distancing? Fauci previously 
said that willfully aiming for “herd immunity” 
— as Sweden has attempted — instead of ban-
ning live events and closing schools and busi-
nesses to flatten the curve of new COVID-19 
cases, would have dire consequences for the 
American people.
Stocks have been on a rollercoaster ride in re-
cent months. The Dow Jones Industrial Index 
DJIA, -3.30%, the S&P 500 SPX, -2.61% and 
the Nasdaq Composite COMP, -2.09% closed 
lower Friday, as investors digested Federal Re-
serve Chairman Jerome Powell’s dour econom-
ic outlook along with lackluster U.S. economic 
data that may need additional fiscal help.
“I’m optimistic about this even though we’re 
going through, globally, a terrible time right 

now,” Fauci told the WSJ CEO Council. “There 
will be an end to this, and we’ll be able to get 
back to normal.” (Courtesy https://www.mar-
ketwatch.com/)
Related
Bill Gates says ‘final hurdle’ to distributing 
a Covid-19 vaccine will be convincing people 
to TAKE IT
Microsoft billionaire Bill Gates lamented the 
US is ‘not even close’ to doing enough to fight 
the pandemic, before warning that the vaccine 
he wants to inject into every human on the plan-
et does require their consent first. Speaking to 
Anderson Cooper at a CNN town hall on Thurs-
day, Gates insisted the US was “experiencing a 
rebound” in Covid-19 infections even account-
ing for the increase in testing. That increase, the 
software tycoon reminded his interviewers, was 
accomplished by local governments in spite of - 
not because of - the White House.

Bill Gates. © AFP / Getty Images
Gates seemed miffed that Washington wasn’t 
following his instructions more closely, com-
plaining that “it’s possible to ramp up testing 
for a new pathogen very, very fast” if they’d 
just do as they were told. He blamed the higher 
infection numbers in the US, which continues 
to lead the world with upwards of 2.5 million 
confirmed cases and over 125,000 deaths, on 
the nation’s failure to adopt the same measures 
as everyone else.
“The end of the epidemic? Best case is proba-
bly 2022. But during 2021, the numbers – we 
should be able to drive them down if we take the 
global approach,” Gates told the Fox News on 
Sunday program. “So, you know, thank good-
ness vaccine technology was there, that the 
funding came up, that the companies put their 
best people on it. That’s why I’m optimistic this 
won’t last indefinitely,” he added.
The multi-billionaire said he thinks the US 
Food and Drug Administration could grant 
approval to “three or four” vaccine formulas. 
(Courtesy https://www.rt.com/usa)
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COVID-19 Has Now Infected More Than 30 Million People Worldwide

Dr. Fauci: ‘We May Be Able To Put This 
Coronavirus Outbreak Behind Us’ — But 

Americans Must Play A Critical Role

Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases: ‘If the vaccine is moderately effective, enough that you definitely want to 
use it, then you’re going to have to get a lot more people to get vaccinated to get 
that veil of protection in the community.’

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!
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France and Germany thrust into lockdown 
as second COVID-19 wave sweeps Europe
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BERLIN/PARIS (Reuters) - French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel ordered 
their countries back into lockdown on Wednesday, as a 
massive second wave of coronavirus infections threatened 
to overwhelm Europe before the winter.
World stock markets went into a dive in response to the 
news that Europe’s biggest economies were impos- ing 
nationwide restrictions almost as severe as the ones that 
drove the global economy this year into its deepest reces-
sion in generations.
“The virus is circulating at a speed that not even the most 
pessimistic forecasts had anticipated,” Macron said in a 
televised address. “Like all our neighbours, we are sub-
merged by the sudden acceleration of the virus.”
“We are all in the same position: overrun by a second 
wave which we know will be harder, more deadly than the 
first,” he said. “I have decided that we need to return to the 
lockdown which stopped the virus.”

Under the new French measures which come into force 
on Friday, people will be required to stay in their homes 
except to buy essential goods, seek medical attention, or 
exercise for up to one hour a day. They will be permitted 
to go to work if their employer deems it impossible for 
them to do the job from home. Schools will stay open.
As in the darkest days of spring, anyone leaving their 
home in France will now have to carry a document justify-
ing being outside, which can be checked by police.

Germany will shut bars, restaurants and theatres from Nov. 

Inside C2

Since the weekend, police 
and protesters have clashed 
repeatedly in Italian cities 
from Naples to Turin. 
Restaurant owners and 
business groups have been 
critical.

2-30 under measures agreed between Merkel and heads of 
regional governments. Schools will stay open, and shops will 
be allowed to operate with strict limits on access.

“We need to take action now,” Merkel said. “Our health system 
can still cope with this challenge today, but at this speed of 
infections it will reach the limits of its capacity within weeks.”

Her finance minister, Olaf Scholz, posted on Twitter: “Novem-
ber will be a month of truth. The increasing numbers of infec-
tions are forcing us to take tough countermeasures in order to 
break the second wave.”
Supply of potential COVID-19 vaccines to start in earnest in 
April: EU’s von der Leyen
Back to crisis mode, EU moves to avoid COVID shortages, 
ease trade
France has surged above 36,000 new cases a day. Germany, 
which was less hard-hit than its European neighbours early this 
year, has seen an exponential rise in cases.

In the United States, a new wave of infections has been setting 
records with six days to go until Election Day. President 
Donald Trump has played down the virus and shows no sign 
of cancelling public rallies where his supporters often refuse to 
wear masks or keep a safe distance.

European stock markets closed at their lowest levels since late 
May on Wednesday. In the United States, the S&P 500 was 
down 3%.

In an effort to blunt the economic impact, Germany will set 
aside up to 10 billion euros ($12 billion) to partly reimburse 
companies for lost sales. Italy has set aside more than 5 billion 
euros.

IF WE WAIT IT WILL BE TOO LATE
While leaders have been desperate to avoid the crippling cost 
of lockdowns, the new restrictions reflect alarm at the gallop-
ing pace of the pandemic from Spain, France and Germany to 
Russia, Poland and Bulgaria.

“If we wait until the intensive care units are full, it will 
be too late,” said German Health Minister Jens Spahn, 
whose country already has taken in patients from 
its neighbour the Netherlands, where hospitals have 
reached their limits.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Tatiana Golikova said on 
Wednesday that hospital beds were at 90% of capacity in 16 
regions of the country, while officials have warned that even 
well-equipped health systems like those in France and Switzer-
land could reach breaking point within days.
Hopes that new treatments might curb the spread were dented 
when the head of Britain’s vaccine procurement task force said 
that a fully effective vaccine may never be developed and that 
early versions were likely to be imperfect.
The latest figures from the World Health Organization on Tues-
day showed Europe reported 1.3 million new cases in the past 
seven days, nearly half the 2.9 million reported worldwide, 
with over 11,700 deaths, a 37% jump over the previous week.
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