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and sorry about that.
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My dear brothers and sisters —

Hurricane Laura came to the Gulf of
Mexico and made landfall from Houston
to Lake Charles. One half million people
from Port Arthur and the area of my
hometown Beaumont were evacuated
from their homes with the coronavirus
pandemic still very active in this
life—threatening time. We feel very sad

It has been more than one-half year that

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Let Us Unite And Fight

For Our Future

to lose their lives.

Today the Republican National
Convention is still going on. We again
saw many politicians speaking and

we have endured this difficult time that
has brought so much pain into our lives.
We still watch as many people continue

Our media team still stands in front of
the news line to report the news to the
community. We are witnessing so many
sad stories in the front line.

the big question.

making so many promises. How they
can make these promises a reality is still

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

We chose America as our home. We are

great nation. No matter what happens,
we need to be united and hold our hands
together and fight for a better tomorrow.
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Coronavirus ‘Breathalyzer’ Test? Scientists
Move Closer To Breakthrough Device

“Breathalyzer” device which works like a drunk-driving test will be able to
check for COVID-19. (Photo/Andrey Popov/Coronavirus, Science & Technol-

ogy)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WASHINGTON — Most people
who have taken a nasal swab test for
COVID-19 will likely tell you it’s not a
pleasant experience. Could there be an
easier, and quicker, way of testing for
coronavirus? Scientists say there is —
and they’re working on a “breathalyzer”
device which works like a drunk-driving
test.

An international research team is devel-
oping a prototype coronavirus breatha-
lyzer machine. This device will scan the
air after patients exhale, just like current
breathalyzers detect alcohol particles
in a person’s breath. The option would
certainly be far more preferable and less
invasive than current testing techniques.
At the moment, nasopharyngeal swabs
are the gold standard for coronavirus
testing. Healthcare workers stick a long
swab up a patient’s nose, collecting sam-
ples from the nasal passage and back of
the throat. Once that uncomfortable part
is over, technicians analyze these sam-
ples for genes of SARS-CoV-2 — the
virus causing COVID-19.
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Not only is this process unpleasant for
the patient, study authors say it also in-
volves a time-consuming lab test called
RT-PCR. With so many people around
the world getting tested, it can take med-
ical offices several days before they get
results.
Researchers Hossam Haick, Hu Liu, Yue-
yin Pan, and others say they hope their
prototype can give healthcare systems a
quicker option. They add a COVID-19
breathalyzer will also be cheaper to use
and easier to operate.
How does a coronavirus breathalyzer
work?
The report in ACS Nano explains that
viruses typically emit volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) which can exit a
body through your breath. The new in-

vention uses a nanomaterial-based sen-
sor to find SARS-CoV-2 in these exhaled
particles. This sensor is made of gold
nanoparticles linked to molecules which
are sensitive to contact with VOCs.
When the virus compounds interact with
these molecules, the sensor’s electrical
resistance changes. The scientists are
teaching their breathalyzer to specifical-
ly look for the specific resistance signal
made by COVID-19 particles.

To do this, the study used breath sam-
ples from 49 coronavirus patients, 58
healthy participants, and 33 people with
non-coronavirus lung infections in Wu-
han, China. All the volunteers blew into
the machine for two to three seconds
while standing less than two centimeters
away. This allowed the machine to not
only learn the difference between people
with or without COVID, but differences
in other infections too.

Follow-up test results show an im-
pressive beginning for the coronavirus
breathalyzer. Researchers report the
device has 76 percent accuracy when
comparing COVID-19 cases to healthy
patients. That score jumps to 95 percent
accuracy when comparing coronavirus
patients to other lung infections. The
breathalyzer can also tell the difference
between current and recovered patients
with 88 percent accuracy.

The study notes that the invention still
needs more testing with more patients,
but it’s the first step towards a rapid
screening process. (Courtesy https://
www.studyfinds.org/)

Related

GMED Global Opens Rapid
COVID-19 Drive Thru Testing

Center In Houston

As the number of positive COVID-19
cases continues to surge and the Tex-
as Department of Health is reporting

an average of 9,358 new cases per day
over the past week, testing sites are in-
creasingly overwhelmed and processing
backlogs are causing delays in providing
patients their results. To respond to the
urgent need for effective testing to help
stop the spread, Houston-based GMED
Global, LLC has announced the launch
of its first rapid COVID-19 testing op-
eration. GMED’s Rapid COVID Clinic
has opened a drive-through testing site at
5556 Gasmer Drive in Houston. COVID
testing is available by appointment or for
drop-ins, with results available in under
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A rapid nasal swab antigen
test that detects the virus in
as little as 15 minutes. Get your result
back the same day.

At the center Houstonians can be tested
for COVID-19 in the comfort of their
own cars, by simply driving through the
center. The center also has the capacity
to serve those who wish to drop-in and
have no prior appointments. While indi-
viduals wait in the center’s parking lot,
the results will be available to them in
under 30 minutes. The goal of this ini-
tiative is to make testing fast, anxiety
free, and highly efficient, so anyone with
positive results can act quickly and ap-
propriately, before the disease reaches an
acute stage and requires hospitalization.
This unique test, manufactured by
Quidel, is one of the few rapid antigen
tests in the country. It provides a pain-
free nasal swab that can be self-adminis-
tered - minimizing the exposure between
test takers and health care providers.
This highly accurate test directly detects

the presence of COVID-19 and offers re-
sults in approximately 30 minutes to one
hour.

Rapid COVID-19 Testing Unit

“We’re proud to offer access to rapid

COVID testing to the Houston communi-
ty,” said Dr. Ramin Ahmadi, Co-founder
and Chief Operating Officer of GMED.
“Our goal is to make the entire process
fast, anxiety-free, and highly efficient,
so anyone with positive results can act
quickly to isolate and seek treatment be-
fore the disease reaches an acute stage
and requires hospitalization. By helping
to identify COVID-positive individuals
in our community we’re also hoping to
support contact tracing efforts to slow
the spread of the novel coronavirus and
save lives.”

“Qur goal is to make the entire pro-
cess fast, anxiety-free, and highly
efficient, so anyone with positive

results can act quickly to isolate and
seek treatment before the disease

reaches an acute stage and requires

hospitalization.”

In addition to confirming the virus in
both symptomatic and asymptomatic in-
dividuals, negative test results can also
be used to return to work and travel safe-
ly. GMED also offers on-site COVID-19
screening to area businesses, federal
health clinics, and schools.

The test does not require a doctor’s re-
ferral. Individuals can simply make an
online appointment or drive to the test-
ing site. The cost of each test is $135,
payable by credit card. Appointments
can be made via email at contact@rapid-
covidclinic.com or online at www.rapid-
covidclinic.com. Tel: (832) 713-2967.
Additional contact: Dr. Ramin Ahmadi
at 281-336-1331.
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A police car is seen next to a flooded underpass after Hurricane Laura passed

through Lafayette, Louisiana. REUTERS/Elijah Nouvelage U.S. Vice President Mike Pence is joined onstage by U.S. President Donald Trump after delivering his acceptance

speech as the 2020 Republican vice presidential nominee during an event of the 2020 Republican National Con-
vention held at Fort McHenry

A man looses his balance while crossing a flooded street during monsoon rain in Karachi, People search for victims after floods in Charikar, capital of Parwan province, Afghanistan.
Pakistan. REUTERS/Akhtar Soomro .
REUTERS/Mohammad Ismail
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Demonstrators take part in a protest following the police shooting of Jacob Blake, a Black man, in

A policeman takes a photograph of a carcass of a dolphin that died and was washed up on

shore at the Grand Sable, Mauritius. REUTERS/Beekash Roopun/L’Express Maurice Kenosha, Wisconsin. REUTERS/Stephen Maturen

Zoo keeper Tony Cholerton uses an electronic identification chip reader on a squirrel

Galvest ident Charlotte, 12, phot hs her two-year-old beagle S h ts to high wind . .y L.
a'veston resicent LAaro’™s, ', plotograps fer two-yearro ¢ beag'e sunny Wio reacts 1o igh win monkey as it stands on weighing scales at the ZSL London Zoo 2020 weigh-in.

ahead of Hurricane Laura in Galveston, Texas. REUTERS/Adrees Latif REUTERS/Toby Melville
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Genetically Engineered Mosquitoes Are Approved To
Be Released Into Harris County Beginning In 2021

EPA Approves The Release Of
GMO Mosquitoes In Harris County

Genetically modified mosquitoes approved for release by EPA in Harris County.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

HOUSTON - A project involving the
release of millions of genetically modified
mosquitoes beginning in 2021 has been
approved by federal authorities, and Har-
ris County is one area in which the pilot

program could go forward, according to a
report by CNN.

Ocxitec, the US-owned, British-based
company that developed the engineered

“The EUP is designed to test the effec-
tiveness of genetically engineered Aedes

. . aegypti mosquitoes as a way to reduce
species, announced the Environment Pro- gyp q y

tection Agency (EPA) granted the compa- mosquito populations in a controlled

ny an experimental use permit (EUP) to environment with appropriate safeguards

field test the use of genetically engineered as a first step to potentially wider use in

: : s the United States,” the statement reads.
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. The company’s

aim through the test is to protect public The genetically engineered mosquitoes

health from mosquito-borne illnesses. are approved to be released into Harris

According to CNN, “the genetically County beginning in 2021. To go forward

engineered mosquito, named OX5034, has with this pilot program, state and local ap-

been altered to produce female offspring proval would be needed, but that’s not yet
been granted, according to Harris County
Public Health’s Sam Bissett.

“Local health officials confirm that there

that die in the larval stage, well before
hatching and growing large enough to
bite and spread disease.” According to a
media statement by the EPA, field tests
will first be conducted in Monroe County,

is no agreement in place or plans to move
forward with the project at this time,”

Fla. following state and local authorities’ Bissett said. “Our focus is on our efforts

with the Covid-19 pandemic.”
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approval.

The planned release in Florida is not without
controversy, with local residents and a
coalition of environmental advocacy groups
speaking out.

Related

Hundreds of millions of genetically modified
mosquitoes are set to be released in Florida
and possibly Harris County.

Recently, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency approved two locations
to release 750-million genetically-modified
mosquitoes if also given state and local
support. According to Meredith Fensom, a
spokesperson from Oxitec, local support has
been approved in Florida but not yet Harris

County.

Mosquito larvae
“Believe it or not, we have been releasing
our mosquitoes for 10 years,” said Fensom.
“This would be the first project in the United
States. We’ve been working in other coun-
tries with great results.” According to Oxitec,
their company engineers genetically modified
male mosquitoes with sabotaging DNA.
When these GMO mosquitoes mate with
females, the genes pass-on and kill female
offspring before they reach adulthood.
Stopping Zika: The GMO mosquito that
kills his own offspring
Approved by the Environment Protection
Agency in May, the pilot project is designed
to test if a genetically modified mosquito is
a viable alternative to spraying insecticides
to control the Aedes aegypti. It’s a species of
mosquito that carries several deadly diseases,
such as Zika, dengue, chikungunya and
yellow fever.
The mosquito, named OX5034, has been
altered to produce female offspring that die
in the larval stage, well before hatching and
growing large enough to bite and spread
disease. Only the female mosquito bites for
blood, which she needs to mature her eggs.
Males feed only on nectar, and are thus not a
carrier for disease.

The mosquito
also won
federal
approval to be
released into
Harris Coun-

ty, Texas,
beginning in
2021, according to Oxitec, the US-owned,
British-based company that developed the
genetically modified organism (GMO). The
Environmental Protection Agency granted
Oxitec’s request after years of investigating
the impact of the genetically altered mos-
quito on human and environmental health.
“This is an exciting development because

it represents the ground-breaking work of
hundreds of passionate people over more
than a decade in multiple countries, all of
whom want to protect communities from
dengue, Zika, yellow fever, and other
vector-borne diseases,” Oxitec CEO Grey
Frandsen said in a statement at the time.
However, state and local approval for the
Texas release has not been granted, said
Sam Bissett, a communication specialist
with Harris County Public Health.

“Local health officials confirm that there is
no agreement in place or plans to move for-
ward with the project at this time,” Bissett
told CNN. “Our focus is on our efforts with
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

“In fairly short order, you have a population
crash, because there are no females to mate

with,” said Fensom.

A genetically modified mosquito.
The company targets non-native Aedes
Aegypti mosquitoes, known for carrying
potentially deadly viruses such as Chikun-
gunya, Yellow Fever, and the Zika Virus.
“When we’ve worked in other countries like
Brazil, sometimes in just 6 months, we’ve
been able to reduce the disease-carrying
mosquito population by about 95 percent,”
said Fensom. While some people are excit-

ed about the possibility, others remain hesitant.
“With all the urgent crises facing our nation
and the State of Florida — the COVID-19 pan-
demic, racial injustice, climate change — the
administration has used tax dollars and govern-
ment resources for a Jurassic Park experiment.
Now the Monroe County Mosquito Control
District has given the final permission needed.
What could possibly go wrong? We don’t
know, because EPA unlawfully refused to seri-
ously analyze environmental risks, now without
further review of the risks, the experiment can
proceed,” said Jaydee Hanson, Policy Director
for the International Center for Technology
Assessment and Center for Food Safety.
“We’re not spraying chemicals,” said Fen-
som. “There are no harmful chemicals in the
environment. Beneficial insects like bees and

butterflies are unharmed.”

While the EPA has given Oxitec to release mil-
lions of their mosquitoes in Florida and Harris
County, local support is still needed before they
fly around Houston. A spokesperson from Har-
ris County Public Health provided the written
response below.

“At this time there are no agreements or
approval in place for Harris County to work
with Oxitec in 2021,” said Samuel Bissett from
HCPH. “While we have had discussions with
Oxitec previously about a potential partner-
ship with Harris County Public Health, those
discussions were paused last year between both
sides. The EPA’s release from earlier this year
regarding approval of this initiative detailed
that they’ll be able to operate in Monroe Coun-
ty and Harris County if approved by state and
local authorities. That is not the case for Harris
County at this time. If things change, we’ll let
our residents and partners know immediately,
but Oxitec’s primary focus is launching the
Monroe County program and our focus is on
our efforts with the COVID-19 pandemic.”
(Courtesy click2houston)
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