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Hurricane Laura takes aim at 
Houston, threatens millions; 

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Mr. Lee’s Commen-
tary and Dairy

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com 

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

HOUSTON (Reuters) - Hurricane Laura could make a 
direct hit on Houston this week and hundreds of thousands 
of people living on the Gulf Coast should evacuate imme-
diately, officials in Texas warned on Tuesday.

Crude oil production in the Gulf of Mexico has been par-
alyzed as companies batten down operations. Output cuts 
are nearing 90%, a level not seen since Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005.

Lina Hidalgo, the top executive for Harris County, which 
encompasses Houston, warned of deadly winds and a 
destructive storm surge after Laura makes landfall late 
Wednesday or early Thursday. She said that put millions of 
lives at risk as Laura moved westward and took aim at the 
fourth-biggest city in the United States.

“This storm certainly can cause unprecedented devasta-
tion,” Hidalgo said at a news conference. “We truly have 
to say: Prepare for the worst.”

RELATED COVERAGE
Cash-strapped Caribbean recovers from deadly Storm 
Laura
The hurricane was packing winds of 75 miles per hour 
(120 km per hour) as it moved across the Gulf of Mexico, 
qualifying it as a Category 1 hurricane on the five-step 
Saffir-Simpson scale for measuring hurricane intensity.
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Residents fill 
sandbags at St. 
Raymond Church, 
provided by Mayor 
LaToya Cantrell and 
the local govern-
ment, as Hurricane 
Laura warnings 
have been issued for 
part of Louisiana 
and Texas, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, 
U.S., August 25, 
2020. REUTERS/
Kathleen Flynn

Laura was forecast to become a “major” hurricane of Catego-
ry 3 or higher by Wednesday night as it approaches the U.S. 
coast, according to the National Hurricane Center (NHC).

The storm was located about 525 miles (825 km) southeast of 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, on Tuesday afternoon and moving 
to the west-northwest at 16 miles per hour (26 kilometers per 
hour), the NHC said. The hurricane was expected to make 
landfall late Wednesday or early Thursday along the Tex-
as-Louisiana border, the NHC said.

Laura could possibly land as a devastating Category 4 when it 
hits, said meteorologist Chris Kerr at agriculture, energy and 
weather data provider DTN.

PLAN FOR WORST
More than 420,000 Texas residents were under mandatory 
evacuation orders on Tuesday in Jefferson, Orange and Jasper 
Counties and the island city of Galveston.

Additionally, Hidalgo County issued voluntary evacuations 
for a huge swath of the coastal region surrounding Houston. 
Evacuation shelters are being readied in San Antonio, Dallas 
and Austin for people fleeing the coast.

“It’s imperative that you make plans this morning to secure 
your homes and move you and your family to safety off is-

land,” Galveston’s acting 
Mayor Craig Brown said 
in a statement.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said the state’s National Guard 
was heading to coastal communities with high-water vehicles 
and rescue helicopters to prepare for Laura’s impact. Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Administrator Pete 
Gaynor said on Twitter that a team was already deployed to the 
region.
Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas, about 80 miles 
(129 km)east of Houston, was closed and its 15,000 
students urged to evacuate, the school said.

The combination of a storm surge from Laura along with a 
high tide on the Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast could result 
in water levels rising as high as 11 feet (3.4 meters), the NHC 
said. As much as a foot (0.3 meter) of rain could drop in isolat-
ed areas, causing widespread flooding.

ENERGY HIT
Oil producers evacuated 310 offshore facilities and shut 1.56 
million barrels per day (bpd) of crude output, 84% of Gulf 
of Mexico’s offshore production. This was close to the 90% 
outage that Hurricane Katrina brought 15 years ago.

Gasoline prices rose Tuesday in reaction to the shutdowns and 
have jumped 10.3% since Friday.
dfall area accounts for more than 45% of total U.S. petroleum 
refining capacity and 17% of oil production, according to the 
Energy Information Administration.
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Hurricane Laura and Tropical Storm
Marco both are approaching the Gulf of
Mexico. This is the first time in recorded
history that two hurricanes are occurring
so close together at the same time and
on similar tracks. With the serious
coronavirus pandemic already attacking
our region both in Houston and New
Orleans, we do not look forward to
another painful experience.

We as the strongest and richest country
in the world are still suffering from the
virus because our leadership could not
agree with the medical experts on when
the businesses should open back up or

when the kids can go back to school
which only makes the situation worse.

The Republican National Convention
opened their meeting last night. We saw
black Senator Tim Scott, Donald Trump
Jr. and former UN ambassador Nikki
Haley deliver speeches that gave
Republicans highest marks on the
Trump administration. Looking at their
agenda, most of Trump’s family and
administration members will be on the
stage to deliver speeches, including
Trump himself who is scheduled to show
up every night.

In our STV interview, one of the guests
talked about the relationship between
the U.S. and China. Even the president
wanted to cut it off, but that is not really
easy. In the last thirty years the two
nations and their respective people have
become dependent on each other. In
many areas, while manufacturers might
pull out of China, they also might not
come back to the U.S.

Unfortunately, people who live in the
Gulf Coast area are now facing big
storms and hurricanes. We do not yet
see any good signs from the coronavirus
pandemic. Promises and slogans are
only political language. How our people
can survive the pandemic is the real
thing.
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BUSINESS

1. Global: Total confirmed cases as of 
2 p.m. ET: 23,507,852 — Total deaths: 
809,958 — Total recoveries: 15,174,143 
.
2. U.S.: Total confirmed cases as of 2 
p.m. ET: 5,719,124 — Total deaths: 
176,978 — Total recoveries: 1,997,761 
— Total tests: 72,183,082 .
3. Health: Americans want high-risk in-
dividuals to get a vaccine first, poll finds.
4. World: First confirmed coronavirus 
reinfection reported in Hong Kong.
5. Tech: Zoom outage halts classes, 
meetings.
6. Business: The pandemic could trigger 
a digital currency race.
                                ~           
World Coronavirus Updates 
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Data: The Center for Systems Science 

and Engineering at Johns Hopkins; 
Map: Axios Visuals
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern an-
nounced Monday New Zealand’s corona-
virus restrictions will remain in place un-
til at least next week, when wearing face 
masks will become mandatory on pub-
lic transport. Zoom in: NZ is grappling 
with a growing cluster of COVID-19 
infections nearly two weeks after the vi-
rus returned to the country. Ardern said 
the restrictions that have seen schools 
and in-person business close in NZ’s 
most populous city, Auckland, and other 
lesser implemented elsewhere would be 
extended to 11.59pm next Sunday. By 
the numbers: More than 807,400 peo-
ple have died from the novel coronavirus 
and over 23 million people have tested 
positive globally.
• Brazil has the second-highest number of 
deaths from the coronavirus (more than 
114,700) and cases (over 3.6 million) af-
ter the U.S., where almost 177,000 peo-
ple have died from COVID-19 and over 
5.7 million have tested positive.
What’s happening:
• South Korean officials warned Monday 
they might have to introduce restrictions 
such as closing schools and limiting 
gatherings, as they reported 266 more 
cases — marking its 11th consecutive 
day of new infections in the triple digits, 

per AP.
• The Australian state of Victoria confirmed 
Monday 15 more deaths from COVID-19 and 
116 new infections — the lowest case number 
since July 5.
• India’s coronavirus cases surged past 3 million 
Sunday, as three Jain temples held a two-day 
festival in Mumbai following a Supreme Court 
ruling permitting the event, despite the city be-
ing the “hardest hit” by the pandemic, the New 
York Times notes.
• A German federal government agency report-
ed on Saturday seven more deaths from the 
novel coronavirus and 2,034 new infections — 
the highest case number since April.
Between the lines: Policy responses to the cri-
sis have been every-country-for-itself and — in 
the case of the U.S. and China — tinged with 
geopolitical rivalry. But the scientific work to 
understand the virus and develop a vaccine has 
been globalized on an unprecedented scale.
Coronavirus symptoms include: Fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, repeated shaking 
with chills, muscle pain, headaches, sore throat 
and a loss of taste or smell.

~
U.S. Coronavirus Updates 
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Data: The COVID Tracking Project; Note: 
Does not include probable deaths from New 
York City; Map: Andrew Witherspoon/Axios
President Trump will hold a news conference 
on Sunday at 6 p.m. to announce a “major ther-
apeutic breakthrough” on COVID-19 White 
House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany 
tweeted, without elaborating further. The big 
picture: McEnany’s announcement Saturday 
came hours after Trump baselessly accused the 

Food and Drug Administration 
— which he likened to the “deep 
state, or whoever” — of making 
it harder for drug companies to 
distribute coronavirus treatments 
and vaccines. By the numbers: 
Nearly 176,400 people have died 
from COVID-19 and almost 5.7 
million have tested positive for 
the virus in the U.S., Johns Hop-
kins data shows. Nearly 2 million 
have recovered.
What’s Happening:
• The governors of Louisiana 
and Mississippi urged residents 
to take precautions ahead of two 
tropical storms that are expected 
to hit the Gulf Coast this coming 
week as the states continue to re-
spond to the pandemic.
• The pandemic and lockdown 
significantly accelerated the rise 
of online commerce, compress-
ing years of projected growth 
into a few months.
• The CDC projected Friday the 
coronavirus death toll in the U.S. 
was likely to hit 195,000 by Sept. 
12.
• Executives from the biggest 
movie chains in the America 
came together on Friday to un-
veil a joint safety plan for people 
looking to visit movie theaters as 
they begin to reopen this week.
• The Department of Homeland 
Security formally declared teach-
ers essential workers in guidance 
released this week, continuing 
the Trump administration’s push 
to reopen schools as the corona-
virus pandemic rages on.
Of note: Debates over face-cov-
ering mandates and school re-
opening plans have escalated 
throughout the country. (Courte-
sy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Illustration: Aïda Amer/Axios

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!



Adam Andrew Salgado holds up a peace sign as police hold a perimeter, 
during protests following the police shooting of Jacob Blake, outside the 
Kenosha County Public Safety Building in Kenosha, Wisconsin, August 24. 
REUTERS/Stephen Maturen

A man walks by an armored vehicle as B&L Office Furniture burns in the background as 
protests turn to fires in Kenosha, Wisconsin, August 24. REUTERS/Stephen Maturen

A man confronts police outside the Kenosha Police Department in Kenosha, Wisconsin, during 
protests following the police shooting of Jacob Blake, August 23. Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel via USA TODAY
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A man has his eyes flushed after being pepper sprayed by police as protesters rallied outside the 
Kenosha County Public Safety Building in Kenosha, Wisconsin, August 24. REUTERS/Stephen 
Maturen

A cloud of smoke rises between a line police officers during a protest outside the Kenosha County 
Courthouse, August 24. REUTERS/Stephen Maturen

A man speaks to police lined up during a protest outside the Kenosha County Court-
house, August 24. REUTERS/Stephen Maturen

A man on a bike rides past a city truck on fire outside the Kenosha County Courthouse in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, during protests following the police shooting of Jacob Blake, August 23. 
Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via USA TODAY

Flames engulf the Community Corrections Division building as an American flag flutters on a pole as protests 
turn to fires after a Jacob Blake was shot several times by police in Kenosha, Wisconsin, August 24. REUTERS/
Stephen Maturen    



美南國際電視臺開通iTalkBB 高清中文電視頻道   
打造海外華人美好生活 
美南新聞集團屬下的美南國際電視臺與iTalkBB
通力合作，開通了iTalkBB高清中文電視頻道，
為海外華人打造美好生活。iTalkBB中文電視
采用最尖端圖像處理技術，以呈現高清畫質，
讓您體驗完美視聽享受

建議申請iTalkBB機頂盒，因為:
1) iTalk BB有獨家院線新片：iTalkBB中文電視購買了多部2019最新
正版院線大片，讓您在家就可以看到時下最火華語電影，免費點播，高清畫質。
2) 海量影視劇同步更新，隨時點播：與國內同步更新最受歡迎的電視劇、
人氣綜藝和票房大片。點播功能讓您隨時隨地想怎麼看就怎麼看。
3) 高清中/港/臺直播：iTalkBB中文電視提供中/港/臺六十多個熱門頻道實時直播，
讓您和家人觀看內地、香港、臺灣和海外頻道的即時節目。
在iTalkBB中文電視上，新聞、綜藝、訪談、電視劇應用盡有，讓您第壹時間獲得最新資訊。。

您只要每月付 $4.99起，
就可以送機頂盒，在家看最
新最熱中文電視內容。

$4.99

如果您沒有機頂盒，您可以通過STV15.3頻道直
接收看美南國際電視臺高清電視節目，視頻效果
可能會受到周圍環境的影響而影響觀看效果。您
可以用手機下載今日美國app logo， 就可以點
擊進入美南國際電視頻道隨時收看24小時直播
高清電視節目。您也可以通過Youtube直接收到
美南電視臺直接收看高清電視節目。
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(Reuters) - Tropical Storm Laura was 
strengthening in the Caribbean and poised 
to accelerate into a hurricane by Tuesday 
while Tropical Storm Marco weakened 
sooner than expected, sparing the U.S. 
Gulf Coast from two simultaneous hurri-
canes, as had been forecast.
The changed forecast bought a little more 
time for residents along Louisiana’s coast 
to prepare for what could still prove dan-
gerous winds and flooding when Laura is 
expected to make landfall on Wednesday.
“If that holds up, we’re going to catch 
a big break,” Louisiana Governor John 
Bel Edwards told a news conference on 
Monday, referring to the less ominous 
forecasts that emerged overnight. “But it’s 
wrong to assume that Laura is going to do 
us a similar favor.”

Marco Will Approach the Gulf Coast 
With Heavy Rain, Storm Surge on 

Monday while Tropical Storm Laura to 
become a hurricane as it heads toward 
U.S.
Laura traced the southern coast of Cuba 
on Monday morning, but the brunt of the 
storm was offshore, helping the largest 
island nation in the Caribbean avoid 
serious damage after Laura killed at least 
10 people in Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic.
The storm downed trees in Cuba, ripped 
away flimsy roofs and caused minor 
flooding on Sunday evening, according 
to residents and news reports. In Jamaica, 
there were reports of landslides and 
flooded roads.
3:00 PM Monday 08/24/20
Tropical Storm Marco Weakened 
On Monday as It Neared the Gulf 

Coast With Heavy Rain, Gusty 
Winds

Tropical Storm Laura Brings Hurricane 
Threat for Gulf Coast
Meteorologist Ari Sarsalari looks at Tropical 
Storm Laura and what potential impacts it 
may bring along the Gulf Coast.
At a Glance
• Marco will track near the northern Gulf 
Coast into Monday night.
• The tropical storm will continue to weaken 
because of unfavorable upper-level winds.
• Localized flooding rainfall and gusty winds 
are the expected impacts from Marco.
Tropical Storm Marco is weakening but 
will track near the northern Gulf Coast into 
Tuesday, where it will bring locally heavy 
rainfall and gusty winds to parts of Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida 
Panhandle.
Current Information and Latest Alerts 
The center of Marco is about 40 miles south-
east of the southeastern tip of Louisiana.
Marco is battling unfavorable upper-level 
winds, which means it has weakened from 
its peak intensity on Sunday. The wind shear 
has also caused much of the rain and gusty 
winds from the storm to be located north and 
northeast of its circulation center.
Path and Intensity Marco will turn more to 
the west later today through Tuesday while 
steadily weakening into a remnant area of 
low pressure. Its circulation center will track 
very near the coast of Louisiana as it winds 
down.

Rainfall
Since Marco is small, it will not produce a 
widespread area of heavy rainfall, however, 
localized flash flooding is still expected.
The area with the greatest chance of seeing 
some flash flooding through Tuesday is from 
southeast Louisiana into coastal parts of 
Mississippi and Alabama and the western 
Florida Panhandle.
Rainfall totals are forecast to be 2 to 4 
inches, but locally up to 7 inches could soak 

some areas.
Wind
Tropical-storm-force winds are possible 
on the northern Gulf Coast into Monday 
evening.
Marco’s strongest winds will not be wide-
spread, but there could be some localized 
tree damage and power outages, particularly 
in areas where a tropical storm warning is 
in effect.
An isolated tornado threat also cannot be 
ruled out from southeastern Louisiana to the 
Florida Panhandle into Monday night.
Laura was heading toward the Gulf of 
Mexico at 20 miles per hour (31 kilometers 
per hour), according to the U.S. National 
Hurricane Center (NHC). By Tuesday, it 
was expected to have reached hurricane 
strength. By Wednesday night, stronger still, 
it was expected to hit the U.S. Gulf Coast, 
the NHC said.

By then, it could be a Category 2 or 3 
hurricane on the 5-step Saffir-Simpson scale 
for measuring hurricane intensity, said Chris 
Kerr, a meteorologist at DTN, an energy, 
agriculture and weather data provider.
Despite Marco’s weakening, with the 
NHC predicting it would slow to a tropical 
depression by Monday night, that storm still 
threatened to soak the Louisiana coast.
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has sent teams to operations centers 
in Louisiana and Texas.
This year’s hurricane season has been 
complicated by the coronavirus pandemic, 
forcing many people to weigh the risks of 
leaving their homes and potentially expos-
ing themselves to the virus.
Testing for COVID-19 was suspended in 
Louisiana on Monday and Tuesday, Louisi-
ana’s governor said. (Courtesy /www.msn.
com/ and Courtesy https://weather.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Twin Hurricanes Marco And
Laura To Hit The U.S. This Week
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